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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, p. t 


Luke XX, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 


356, 37, 38.— Then came to him certain of the 
Sadducees (which deny that there is any reſurrec- 


tion) and they aſked him, ſaying, Maſter, Moſes 


wrote unto. us, If any man's brother die, having 
a wife, and he die without children, that his bro- 
ther ſhould take his wife, and raiſe up ſeed unto 
his brother. There were, therefore, ſeven bre- 
thren; and the firſt took a wife, and died without 
children. And the ſecond took her to wife, and 
he died childleſs. And the third took her; and 


in like manner the ſeven alſo: and they left no 
children, and died. Laſt of all the womad died 


alſo. Therefore in the reſurrection, whoſe wife 


of them is ſhe? for ſeven had her to wife. 


And Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, The chil- 
dren of this world marry, and are given in mar- 
riage. But they which ſhall be accounted wor- 
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thy to obtain that world, and the refurreQtion from 
the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage. 
Neither can they die any more: for they are 


equal unto the angels; and are the children of 


God, being the children of the reſurrection. Now 


that the dead are raiſed, even Moſes ſhewed at the 


buſh, when he calleth the Lord, the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob. 

For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living : 
for all live unto him. - 


LECTURE. H. 


Hiftory of Moſes, 33 


Heb. xi. 44 25, 1 27. —By faith Moſes, when he 


was come to years, refuſed to be.called the ſon of 
Pharaoh's daughter; chuſing rather to ſuffer af- 
fliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 


pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſen. Eſteeming the re- 
proach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of 

Egypt: for he had reſpe& unto the recompence of 
the reward. By faith he forſook Egypt, not fear- 
ing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as le- 
ing bim Who i is inviſible. 


LECTURE 


CONTENT S. VII 


LECTURE IL 


Hiſtory of Moſes. LR »/ | 
Exod, iii. 13, 14. And Moſes ſaid unto God, Be- | 
hold, when I come unto the children of Iſrael, and 


2 ſhall ſay unto them, The God of your fathers hath 
ſent me unto you: and they ſhall ſay to me, 
What is his name? What ſhall J ſay unto them-? 
And God ſaid unto Moſes, I AM THAT I AM: 
and he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the children 
"00 Irael, I AM hath ſent me unto you. 


LECTURE WW. 
Hiſtory of Moſes. | 33 
Exod. vi. 3 3 Moſes fake. ſo unto the chil- 


dren of Iſrael: but they hearkened not unto Moſes, ; 
for anguiſh of ſpirit, and for cruel bondage. 
LECTURE V. 
Hiſtory of Moſes. 109 ll 
Exod, vi. 1,—Then the Lord aid unto Moſes, Now . 


ſhalt thou ſee what I will do to Pharaoh : for with 2 
ſtrong hand ſhall he let them go, and with a ſtrong 
| hand ſhall he drive them out of his land. 
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LECTURE. VI. 


Hiſtory of Moſes. 133 


Exod. x. 7.— And Pharaoh's ſervants ſaid unto him, 
How long ſhall this man be a ſnare unto us? Let 
the men go, that they may ſerve the Lord their 
God: knoweſt thou not yet that Egypt is deſtroy- 
„„ 


LECTURE VI. 


: Hiſtory of Moſes. 157 

Exod. xii. 1, 2, 3.— And the Lord ſpake unto Moſes 
and Aaron, in the land of Egypt, ſaying, This 
month ſhall be unto you the beginning of months : 
it ſhall be the firſt month of the year to you, Speak 

unto all the congregation of Iſrael, ſaying, In 
the tenth day of this month they ſhall take to 
them every man a lamb, according to the houſe. 
of their fathers, a lamb for an houſe, 


LECTULY vis 


Hiſtory of Moſes. 183 


Exod. xii. 26, 27,—And it ſhall come to paſs when 
| your children ſhall fay unto you, What mean 
N 25 you 


CONTENT S. 1 


you by this ſervice? That ye ſhall ſay, It is 


the ſacrifice of the Lord's paſſover, who paſſed | 


over the houſes of the children of Iſrael in Egypt, 
when he ſmote the Egyptians, and delivered our 


houſes. And the people bowed the head and wor- 
ſhipped. 


Pal. xci. 5, 6, 7, 8.— Thou ſhalt not be afraid for 
the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by 
day; nor for the peſtilence that walketh in darkneſs; 
nor for the deſtruction that waſteth at noon-day. 


A thouſand ſhall fall at thy ſide, and ten thouſand 


at thy right hand; but it ſhall not come nigh thee, 


Only with thine eyes ſhalt thou behold, and ſee 


the reward of the wicked, 


LECTURE IX. 


Hiſtory of Moſes. 209 


Exod, xiii. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22,—And it came 
to paſs, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that 
God led them not through the way of the land of 
the Philiſtines, although that was near; for God 
| faid, Leſt peradventure the people . repent, when 
they ſee war, and they return to Egypt. But God 


led the people about, through the way of the 
wilderneſs of the Red-ſea, And the children of 


Iſrael went up harneſſed out of the land of Egypt. 


And Moſes took the bones of Joſeph with him: 


for he had ſtraitly ſworn the children of Iſrael, ſay- 


Ing, 


e 
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ing, God will ſurely viſit you; and ye ſhall curry 


up my bones away hence with you. And they 
took their journey f from Suecoth, and encamped in 


Etham, i in the edge of the wilderneſs. And the Lord 
went before them, by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 
lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, 


to give them light to go by day and night. He 


took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, 


nor the pillar of fire by night; from before the 


people, 


LECTURE + 


| Hiſtory of Moſes. "#20 


Exod. xiv. 21, 22.— And Moſes ſtretched out his 
hand over the ſea; and the Lord cauſed the ſea to 


go back by a ſtrong eaſt wind all that night, and 
made the ſea dry land, and the waters were divided. 


And the children of Iſrael went into the midſt of 


the ſea upon the dry ground; and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their right-hand, and on 


* left, 


LECTURE XL 


Hiſtory of Moſes. 85 26 p 


"Rad xv. 1, 2.— Then ſang Moſes and the children 


of Iſrael this ſong unto the Lord, and ſpake, ſay- 
4 | ing, 


3 
a 
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ing, I will ſing unto the, Lord, for he hath tri- 
umphed gloriouſſy: the horſe and his rider hath he. 
thrown into the ſea. The Lord is my ſtrength and 
ſong, and he is become my falvation: he is my 
God, and I will prepare him an habitation; 3 my 
father's God, and I 5 exalt him. 


* 


LECTURE XI. | 


3 | Hiſtory of Moſes. 297 „ 


| Exod. „ 24, 25, 26, 27. —And when they 1 
9 came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters 
= of Marah; for they were bitter: therefore the name 
of it was called Marah. And the people mur- 
mured againſt Moſes, faying, What ſhall we 
drink? And he cried . unto the Lord; and the 
Lord ſhewed him a tree, which when he had caſt 
into the waters, the waters were made ſweet : 
there he made for them a ſtatute and an ordinance, 
| and there he proved them, and faid, If thou wilt 
4 diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy 
God, and wilt do that which is right in his ſight, 
and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep 
all his ſtatutes; I will put none of theſe diſeaſes 
upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyp- 
tians: for I am the Lord that healeth thee. And 
they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of 
water, and threeſcore and ten palm- trees; and wy 
encamped there by the waters. 


LECTURE | 
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LECTURE XIII. 


Hiſtory of Moſes. 321 


Exod. xvi. I, Ie, 1% 14, 1 5.—And the Lord ſpake 
unto Moſes, ſaying, I have heard the murmurings 
of the children of Iſrael: ſpeak unto them, ſayings 


ye ſhall be filled with bread: and ye ſhall know 
that I am the Lord your God. And it came to 


gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderneſs 
- there lay a ſmall round thing, as ſmall as the hoar- 


Iſrael faw it, they ſaid one to another, It is manna : 

for they wiſt not what it was. And Moſes ſaid 
_ unto them, This is the bread which the Lord 
* en you to eat. 


i 


Hiſtory of Moſes, 3457 


Brod. xvii. I, 2.—853 6 kt all the ea of 
the children of Iſrael journeyed from the wil- 
derneſs of Sin, after their journies, according to 
the commandment of the Lord, and pitched in 
8 Rephidim: 


At even ye ſhall eat fleſh, and in the morning 


paſs, that at even the quails came up and covered 
| the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round = 
about the hoſt. And when the dew that lay was 


froſt on the ground. And when the children of 


CONTENTS nll 

- Rephidim : and there was no water for the people 
to drink. Wherefore the people did chide with 

Moſes, and faid, Giye us water, that we may drink. 
And Moſes faid unto them, Why chide you with 
me? Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ?—And the 
Lord faid unto Moſes, Go on before the people, 
and take with thee of the elders of Iſrael : and thy 
rod, wherewith thou ſmoteſt the river, take in thine | 
hand, and go. Behold, I will ſtand before thee | 
there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou ſhalt | 
ſmite the rock, and there ſhall come water out of it, | 


- that the people may drink. And Moſes did ſo, i in | | 
IF | the ſight o of the elders of Iſrael, 


G PUKE xv. 
1 Hiſtory of Moſes. 377 


| Exod. xvii. . 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. —Then came Ama- 

| Tek, and fought with Iſrael in Rephidim. And 
Moſes faid unto Joſhua, Chooſe us out men, and go 
out, fight with Amalek : to-morrow I will ſtand 
on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in mine 
hand. So Joſhua did as Moſes had ſaid to him, 
and fought with Amalek: and Moſes, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came 
to paſs, when Moſes held up his hand, that Iſrael 
prevailed : and when he let down his hand, Amalek 
prevailed. But Moſes' hands were heavy; and 

they took a ſtone, and put it under him, and he fat 
thereon: and Aaron and Hur ſtayed up his hands, 
the 
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the one on the one ſide, and the other on the other | 


fide; and his hands were ſteady. until the going down 
of the ſun. And Joſhua diſcomfited Amalek and his 
people, with the edge of the ſword. = 


L EC TUR Xvi. 
Hiſtory of Moſes. 405 


Exod. xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12.— And Moſes 


went out to meet his father-in-law, and did 
obeifance, and kiſſed him: and they aſked each 


other of their welfare; and they came into the 
tent. And Moſes told his father-in-law all that 


the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to the Egyp- 
tians, for Iſrael's fake, and all the travel that had 


come upon them by the way, and how the Lord de- 
livered them- And Jethro rejoiced for all the good- 


nieſs which the Lord had done to Iſrael; whom he 
had delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. And 


Jethro faid, Bleſſed be the Lord who hath: delivered 


you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of 


the hand of Pharaoh; who hath delivered the peo- 
ple from under the hand of the Egyptians, Now I 


know that the Lord is greater than all gods: for 


in the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was 


above them. And Jethro, Moſes' father-in-law, 
took a burnt-offering and facrifices for God: and 


Aaron came, and all the elders of Iſrael, to eat bread 
with Moſes” father-in-law, before God. 


1 LECTURE 
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"ae 
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LECTURE XVI. 


Hiſtory F Moſes. 433 


Exod. : xix. 6 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, a Ad it came 


to paſs on the third day in the morning, that there 
were thunders and lightenings, and a thick cloud 


upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet ex- 


ceeding loud; ſo that all the people that was in the 


camp trembled. And Moſes brought forth the people 


out of the camp to meet with God, and they ſtood 
at the nether part of the mount, And mount Sinai 


was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcend- 


ed upon it in fire; and the ſmoke thereof aſcended 

as the ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly, And when the voice of the trum- 
pet ſounded long and waxed louder and louder, Mo- 

ſes ſpake, and God anſwered him by a voice. And 
the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the 
top of the mount: and the Lord called Moſes up 


to the top of the mount, and Moſes went up. And 


che Lord faid unto Moſes, Go down, charge the 
" people, leſt they break through unto the Lord to 
gaze, and many of them veriſh, And let the 


prieſts alſo, which come near to the Lord, ſanctify 


themſelves, leſt the Lord break forth upon them, 


LECTURE 


— 
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Hiſtory of Moſes. 463 
Joſh. i. 17 According as we hearkened unto Mo- 


ſes in all things, ſo will we hearken unto thee : 


only the Lord we God be with Touts as he was with 
Moſes. ERS 


| John i i. 17 e the Laws was given by Moſes, but 
kg and wer came by you Ciurift, 


SACRED 
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LECTVRE- I; 


LUKE xx. 27—38; 
THEN. CAME TO HIM CERTAIN OF THE SADDUCEES 
(WHICH DENY THAT THERE IS ANY RESUR- 
RECTION). AND THEY ASKED HIM, SAYING, 
MASTER, MOSES WROTE UNTO US, IF ANY 
' MANS BROTHER DIE, HAVING A WIFE, AND HE 
PDE WITHOUT CHILDREN, THAT Hts BROTHER | 
SHOULD TAKE HIS WIFE, AND RAISE UP SEED 
| UNTO HIS BROTHER: THERE WERE THEREFOR& 
SEVEN BRETHREN : AND THE FIRST- TOOK A 
WIFE, AND DIED. WITHOUT CHILDREN. AND 
THE SECOND TOOK HER TO WIFE, AND HE 
DIED CHILDLESS. AND THE THIRD TOOK 
UHER; AND IN LIKE MANNER THE SEVEN ALSO. 
AND THEY LEFT NO CHILDREN, AND DIED. 
LAST OF ALL THE WOMAN DIED ALSO, THERE- 
FORE IN THE RESURRECTION, WHOSE WIFE OF 
THEM Is SRE! ? FOR SEVEN HAD HER TO WIFE. 
AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO THEM, 
THE CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD MARRY, AND 
ARE GIVEN IN MARRIAGE: BUT THEY WHICH 
Vor. III. B SHALL 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. [LEer. 1. 


SHALL BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY TO OBTAIN 
THAT WORLD, AND THE RESURRECTION 
FROM THE DEAD, NEITHER MARRY, NOR ARE 
GIVEN IN MARRIAGE. NEITHER CAN THEY 
DIE ANY MORE; FOR THEY ARE EQUAL UNTO 
THE ANGELS, AND ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD, 
' BEING THE CHILDREN OF THE RESURRECTION. 
NOW THAT THE DEAD ARE RAISED, EVEN 
MOSES SHEWED AT THE BUSH, WHEN HE 
CALLETH THE LORD THE GOD OF ABRAHAM, 
AND THE GOD OF ISAAC, AND THE GOD OF 
' JACOB. FOR HE IS NOT A GOD OF THE DEAD, 
Bur OF THE LIVING: FOR ALL LIVE UNTO 
HIM. 


NE of the moſt obvious and na- 


taral conſolations of Reaſon, under 


the Joſs of thoſe whom we dearly loved, 
and one of the moſt abundant conſolations 
furniſhed by Religion, is the belief, that 


our departed friends, are, at their death, 


diſpoſed of infinitely to their advantage. | 
We weep and mourn while we reflect 
upon the deprivation of comfort which we 
have ſuſtained : but we wipe the tears of 


ſorrow from our eyes, when we conſider, 
that our loſs is their unſpeakable gain, 
Rachel weeping for her children,” re- 

fuſes 


Leer. 1] INTRODUCTORY LECTURE; 3 


fuſes to be comforted, ſo long as ſhe 
: thinks * they are not;” but her ſoul is 
g tranquillized and comforted, when her 
1 eyes, in faith, look within the veil, and 
behold them ſoftly and ſecurely repoſing 
in the boſom of their Father and God. 
It is an humbling and a mortifying em- 
ployment to viſit church-yards, to ſtep 
from grave to grave, to recal the memory, 
' while we trample upon the aſhes, of the 
young, the beautiful, the wiſe and the 
good ; but we find immediate relief, we 
riſe into joy, we tread among the ſtars, 
when, aided by Religion, we tranſport 
ourſelves, in thought, to- thoſe bleſſed 

regions where all the faithful live, and 
reign, and rejoice : : Where © they that 
„ be wiſe ſhine as the brightneſs of the 

„ firmament, and they that turn many 
e to righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever 

„ and ever.“ Diſtance is then ſwal- 

lowed up and loſt, and we mingle in the 
noble employments, and pure delights, of 

r, the bleſſed Immortals who encircle the 
n. throne of God, 
. | B 2 1 

Iſes L Dan. xli. 3. 


4 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, [| LECT. 3. 
Ir is aſtoniſhing to think, that there 
ſhould have been men diſpoſed willingly | 
to deprive themfelves of this glorious 
ſource of comfort; men ready to reſign 
the high prerogative of their birthright, 
and, by a ſpecies of humility ſtrange and 
unnatural, ſpontaneouſly degrading them- 
ſelves to the level of the brutes that periſh. 
And yet there have been, in truth, ſuch 
men in every age. But it is no wonder 
to find thoſe who ſatisfy themſelves with 
the purſuits and enjoyments of a mere 
beaſtly nature, while they live, contented 
to lie down with the beaſts in death, to 
ariſe no more. They firſt make it their 
intereſt that there ſhould be no hereafter, 
and then they fondly perſuade t 

that there . be none. 


Anden of lee kind; both in faith 
and morals, prevailed in the extreme, at 
the period when, and in the country 
where, the Saviour of the world appeared 
for our redemption. The nation of the 
Jews was divided, in reſpe& of moral and 
religious ſentiment, into two great ſects 
| | Or 
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LECT. I.] INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 5 


or parties, who both pretended to found 
their opinions upon the authority of the 
Inſpired Books, which were held in uni- 


verſal eſtimation among them; and par- 


ticularly the writings of Moſes. But 
they drew concluſions directly oppoſite, 
from the ſame facts and doctrines ; and 
both deviated, in the groſſeſt manner, from 
the ſpirit and deſign of that precious Re- 
cord, which they both affected to hold 
in the higheſt veneration. 


Tux Phariſees, earneſtly contending for 


the ſtrict obſervance of the Law, confined 


their attention to its minuter and leſs im- 


portant objects, and paid * the tithe of 


«© mint and aniſe and cummin, but 
omitted the weightier matters of the 


e Law, judgment, mercy and faith:“ 


and, raiſing oral tradition to the rank and 
dignity of Scripture, found a pretence for 


diſpenſing with the plaineſt and moſt 


eſſential obligations of morality, when 
theſe contradicted their intereſts and opi- 
nions. Heinouſly offended at the neglect 


of waſhing of hands previous to eating; 


| 
| 
| 
i 
if 
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they were wicked enough to eſtabliſh, by 


a law of their own, neglect of, unkind- 
neſs and diſobedience to, parents; thus, 
according to the juſt cenſure which our 


Lord paſſed upon them, - ſtraining out 
«* a gnat, and ſwallowing a camel.” 


TRE Sadducees, on the other hand, the 


ſtrong ſpirits of the age, diſdaining the 
reſtraints impoſed on mankind by a 
written law, thought fit to become a law 
unto themſelves. They left the auſterities 


of a ſtrict religion and morality, to vulgar 


minds; and, that they might procure 
peace to themſelves in the enjoyment of 
thoſe ſinful pleaſures to which they were 


addicted, they denied the exiſtence of 


ſpirit, the immortality of the ſoul, and a 
future ſtate of retribution. They alledged 
that the Law was ſilent on thoſe points, 
and that this ſilence was a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for rejecting the belief of them. They 
went farther, and contended, that were 
fuch doctrines contained in the law, they 
ought not to be admitted, becauſe they | 


implied a contradiction, „or, at leaſt, in- 


volved 
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volved ſuch a number of difficulties as it 
was impoſſible ſatisfactorily to ſolve. 


The chief of thoſe difficulties, they pro- | 
poſe to our bleſſed Saviour, in the paſſage 5 | 
which I have read: and they do this, not | 
in the ſpirit of docility and diffidence, to | 


have it removed, but in the pride of their 
hearts, vainly taking for granted, that it 
was inſurmountable. 


Mr principal intention in leading your 


thoughts to this ſubject, at this time, 1s } 
the occaſion which it afforded to the great ; 
Teacher, who came from God, of diſ- 
courſing on a theme nearly connected 6 
with the deſign of theſe Lectures; and of li 
diſcloſing to us ſundry important parti- j 
culars, reſpecting the venerable men q! 
whoſe lives we have been ſtudying, and [i 
thoſe which we are ſtill to examine; and 1 
reſpecting that world, in which we, to- [| 
gether with them, have a concern ſo ll 
deeply, becauſe eternally, intereſting. To 1 
theſe we ſhall be led, by making a few i 
_ curſory remarks on the preceding con- 
verſation which took place, between 1 
B 4. Caritt 1 

i 
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Chriſt and the Sadducees. And this ſhall | 
ſerve as an Introduction, to the farther 
continuation of a courſe of Lectures, on 
the hiſtory of the memorable perſons and 
events, preſented to us in the holy Scrip- 


tures of both the Old and New Teſta- 
ments. 


* 


Tur Sadducees infidiouſly begin their 
attack, by profeſſing the higheſt reſpect 
for the authority of Moſes and of his 
writings : : Maſter, Moſes wrote unto 
us.“ The moſt pernicious defigns, the 
moſt malevolent purpoſes, are frequently 
found to clothe themſelves in {ſmiles ; 
often, while miſchief lies brooding in men's 
hearts, © their words are ſmoother than 
60 oil.” The father of lies himſelf can 
have recourſe to truth, if it be likely to 
ſerve his turn; and the enemy of all 
| goodneſs will condeſcend to quote that 
Scripture which he hates, if it can help 
him .to an argument for the occaſion. 
With this affected deference for Moſes, 
the Sadducees are aiming at the total ſub- 
5 verſion of every moral and religious prin- 


I a 2 ciple; | 
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ciple ; by weakening one of the ſtrongeſt 
motives to virtue, and undermining the 
ſureſt foundation of hope and joy to man. 
They alledge, that obedience to the Law 
might eventually lead to much confuſion 
and diſorder ; and they ſuppoſe a ſituation, 
for none ſuch ever exiſted, in which com- 
pliance with the revealed will of God, in 
this world, would infallibly lead to diſ- 
cord and diſtreſs in that which is to come. 
In this we have an example of a very 
common caſe ; that of men ſtraining their 
eyes to contemplate objects at a great 
diſtance, or totally out of ſight, and 
wilfully neglecting, or overlooking, thoſe 
which are immediately before them: 
troubling themſelves about effects and 
conſequences of which they are ignorant, 
and over which they have no power; while 
they are regardleſs of obvious truth and 
commanded duty, though theſe are their 
immediate buſineſs and concern. The 
Sadducees, in order to cloak their licen- 
tiouſneſs and infidelity, affect ſolicitude 
about the regularity and peace of a future 
ſtate, which, in words, they denied, if 
ey: did not from the heart diſbelieve. 
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18 1NTRODUCTORY LECTURE, [LECT. 1. 
] I MAKE but one remark more, before 
I proceed to our Lord's reply. Eager- 
| neſs and anxiety to bring forward, and 
| to eſtabliſh, an opinion, betray an inward 
j doubt or diſbelief of it. Truth is not 
ever proclaiming itſelf from the houſe- 


tops, is not forward to obtrude itſelf 
upon every occaſion, but is ſatisfied 
with maintaining and defending itſelf, 
when aſſaulted: but falſhood is eternally 
ſtriving to conceal, or ſtrengthen, its con- 
| ſcious weakneſs, by a parade of words, 
| and a ſhew of reaſon. The zeal of the 
| Sadducees to explode, and run down, the 
doCtrine of the reſurrection, plainly be- 
ii trays a ſecret dread and belief of it. 


On Lord, in his anſwer, points out 
directly the ſource of all errour and infi- 

delity, © Ye do err, not knowing the 

« ſcriptures, and the power of God.” : 

Not knowing the Scriptures, ye ſuppoſe 5 

a doctrine is not in them, becauſe ye have ; 
not found it there: becauſe ye have wil- 
fully ſhut your own eyes, ye vainly ima- 
$a there is no light in the ſun; and 
take 
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take upon you to affirm there is none, 


Not knowing the power of God, you call 
that impoſſible, which you cannot do, 


deem that abſurd, which you do not com- 
prehend, and pronounce that falſe, which 


you with to be ſo. The whole force of 


the objection, to the truth of the reſur- 
rection, goes upon the ſuppoſition, that 
the future world is to be exactly conſti- 


tuted as the preſent ; that the relations 


and diſtin&tions which ſubſiſt among men 
upon earth, are to ſubſiſt in the kingdom 


of heaven. But the ſuppoſition is found- 
ed in ignorance and falſnood; and, the 


moment it is denied, the mighty argu- 
ment built upon it, falls to the ground. 


« In the reſurrection, ſays Chriſt, they 
neither marry, nor are given in mar- 


cc riage, but are as the angels of God in 


„ Heaven.“ 


IN theſe words, the condition of men, 


in the world to come, is deſcribed, firſt, 


negatively, They neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage.” The Power 
which created the heavens and the earth, 


and 


11 
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and all the hoſt of them, might undoubt. 
edly, had it pleaſed him, have created 
the whole human race at once, as eaſily 
as he formed the firſt of men, Adam, and 
as eaſily as he rears up one generation of 
men after another, in the courſe of his 
Providence. But, thinking it meet to 
people the earth, by multiplying man- 
kind gradually upon 1t, difference of fex 
and the inſtitution of marriage, were the 
means which he was pleaſed to employ. 
In the reſurrection, the number of the 

redeemed being complets at once, that 
difference, and that inſtitution, being 

unneceſſary, ſhall be done away. Our 
Saviour adds, © neither can they die any 
© more.” Death, too, enters into the 
plan of Providence for the government 
of this world. Men muſt be removed, to 
make room for men. But becauſe this 
ſphere is narrow and contracted, and un- 
able to contain and ſupport the increaſ- 
ing multitudes of many generations, Is 
the Lord's hand ſhortened, that he can- 
not expand a more ſpacious firmament, 
and compact a more ſpacious globe, to 
contain, 


— — 


LECT. I.] INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 13 


contain, at once, the countleſs nations of 
them that are ſaved? O how greatly do 
men err; not knowing the Power of 
God! Death is no part of the plan of 
Providence for the government of that 
world of bliſs. In our Father's houſe 
above, there are many manſions ; there is 
bread enough, and to ſpare ; there is room 
for all, proviſion for all: the father need 
not to die, to give ſpace to the ſon, nor the 
mother to ſpare, that the child may have 
enough. For they are as the angels 
„ef God,” ſays our Lord, according to 
Matthew, equal to the angels,” ſays 
our nch and are the children 
of God,” 


Tuts deſcribes their happineſs poſi- 
tively. Men on earth “ ſee in a glaſs. 
« darkly; know in part, propheſy in 
« part,” are encompaſſed with infirmity : 
but the angels in heaven excel in 
* ſtrength, ſtand before the throne of 
% God, ſerve him day and night in his 
* temple, without wearying, ſee face to 
face, know as they are known.” Their 
: = number 
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number is completed, their intercourſe is 
pure and perfect, without the means of 
Increaſe and union which exiſt here be- 


low, 


Havine thus reproved their ignorance 
and preſumption, reſpecting the power 


*® of God,” our Lord proceeds to expoſe 
their ignorance reſpecting ** the ſcrip- 


*« tures,” and produces a paſſage from 
Moſes, in whom they truſted, which they 


had hitherto overlooked or miſunder- 


ſtood, wherein the doctrine in diſpute 


was clearly laid down; and which we had 
principally in view in leading your atten- 


tion to this paſſage on the preſent occa- 


Tur paſſage quoted, is that noted de- 
claration of God to Moſes, from the midſt 
of the burning buſn, I am the God of 


te thy father, the God of Abraham, the 


% God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob.* ” 
That God ſhould have condeſcended to 
hold this language concerning Enoch, 


*« who 
®* Exodus iii. 6. 
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« who was tranſlated that he ſhould not 
« fee death,” had been leſs wonderful; 
for that holy man, who walked with God 
upon earth, was exalted immediately to a 
more intimate union with God in heaven. 
But to ſpeak thus of men who were long 
ago mouldered into duſt, of whom no- 
thing remained among men but their 
names, conveys an idea of human exiſt- 
ence, before which the life of a Methu- 
falch dwindles into nothing, an idea 
which ſwallows up mortality, and gives 
a dignity and a duration to man that 
bids defiance to the grave, That God 
ſhould ſay to Abraham, while he lived, 
I am thy ſhield, and thy exceeding great 
* reward,* ” was a miracle of grace and 
condeſcenſion; but to ſpeak thus, more 
than three centuries after he had been 
conſigned to the tomb, I AM the Gop 
„of Abraham,” this exhibits a relation 
between God and the Faithful, which per- 
fectly reconciles the mind to the thoughts 
of diſſolution. Indeed it is impoſſible to 
conceive any thing more elevating, any 
thing 
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thing more tranquillizing, to the ſoul, 
than the view of future bliſs with which 
the text preſents us. And this tranquil- 

lity and elevation are greatly heightened 
by the conſideration, that Jehovah from 
the midſt of flaming fire, under the Old 
Teſtament diſpenſation, and Jehovah, in 
the perſon of the great Redeemer, under 
the New, taught the ſame glorious truth 
to the world. And what is it? “I am 
„ the God of Abraham, and the God of 
& Iſaac, and the God of Jacob.“ 


Wurx God was pleaſed to expreſs his 
favourable regard to Abraham, upon earth, 
What did it amount to? He led him 
through a particular diſtrict of land, in 
the length and the breadth of it, and ſaid 
« I will give it thee.” But Abtaham now 
expatiates through a more ample region, 
and contemplates a fairer inheritance, an 
inheritance, his own, not in hope, but in 
poſſeſſion. Abraham, though following 
the leading of the divine Providence, ſaw 
the Redeemer's day only afar off: but, in 
virtue of his relation to God, he has now 
| beheld 


tot. f.] INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 17 
beheld the dawning of the morning ex- 
panded into the pure light of the perfect 
day. He once felt the events which af- 

fected his family, with the emotion na- 
tural to a man; he has ſince beheld them 
extending their influence, to nations 
which he thought not of; and he now 
looks forward, in holy rapture, to that 
period when he, and his Iſaac, and an 
earthly Canaan, and every thing of a tem- 
poral and tranſitory nature, ſhall bring 

their glory and their honour, and lay all 
at the feet of Him, who fitteth upon 
the throne, and before the Lamb,” ; 
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From Abraham we are removed; to a 
. diſtance of time and place, in which 
: thought is loſt; and we ſeem to have no 
: more intereſt in him, than if he had 
never exiſted. But the doctrine of the 
Text brings us ſo cloſe to him, that we 
5 recogniſe the friend of God, in the midſt 
of myriads of ſaints, in glory: we converſe 
with him, and continue to be inſtructed 

by him. 8 

You. Hr: © C 5 Tu 
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Tux duſt of Abraham ſleeps unnoticed 
and forgotten in the cave of Machpelah ; 
but lift up. thine eyes, and behold 
Abraham on high, and Lazarus in his ; 
boſom ; his ſpirit united to God “ the 
« Father of Spirits,” and to all the 
«« Spirits of juſt men made perfect. 
© And even that duſt” alſo “ reftsin 
% hope: It ſhall not always be left in 
the place of the dead; it ſhall not re- 
j main for ever a prey to corruption. 
il Abraham purchaſed a tomb, and buried 
If his Sarah out of his fight; but he has 
overtaken, regained her, in the regions 
of eternal day, where virtuous and be- 
Ill lieving friends meet, never more to be 
H disjoined. Abraham received his Iſaac | 
| from the wonder-working hand of hea- 
| ven, when nature was dead to hope; at the 


command of God, he cheerfully ſur- 
rendered him again, and devoted him 
upon the altar: again he receives him to 
newneſs of life, and that darling ſon lives 
to put his hand upon his eyes. But they 
were not long diſunited; the Son has 
overtaken the Parents; they rejoice in ; 
+» ——— God, | 
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God, and in one another; they are the 

children and heirs of the Reſurrection; 
they are as the angels of God in Vel 

LL ven. che 


ce I AM the God of Iſaac.“ This Iſaac, 
the heir of Abraham's poſſeſſions, of his 
faith; and of his virtues, was, on earth, 
united to the God of the Spirits of all 
3 fleſh, by many tender and! important re- 
lations:— by piety, by filial confidence, by 
goodneſs, by patience and ſubmiſſion, on 
his part; by election, by ſpecial favour, by 
highneſs of deſtination, on the part of his 
= heavenly Father. Yet theſe diſtinguiſhed 
15 advantages exempted him not from the 
70 ſtroke of affliction. Many years did this 
= heir of the promiſes, this choſen ſeed, 
« in whom all the families of the earth 
 * ſhould be bleſſed,” many years did he 
230 childleſs. Early in life was he viſited 
E with the loſs of ſight, and thereby expoſed | 
to much mortification and dejection of 
| fpirit. Children are at length'given him, 
and they prove the torment of his life; 
they excite a war betwixt nature and 
| C 2 | grace 
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grace in his own breaſt ; diſcord and 
| jealouſy arm them againſt each other; 


he is in danger of © lofing them both in 
% one day.” The one muſt be baniſhed 
from his father's houſe, the other mingles 
with idolators. Behold a wretched, blind 
old man, a prey to * grief of heart.” 


But theſe things, on the other hand, diſ- 
ſolved not, interrupted not, his covenant 
relation to God: they ſerved but to 
cement and ſtrengthen the divine friend- 
ſhip: and death which, to human ap- 
prehenſion, ſeparates every connection, 
and indeed tears aſunder every mortal tie, 


only brought him into a clearer light, 


and to intercourſe and intimacy, which 


can never expire. 


IA the God of Jacob.” In all 
the wanderings, in all the dangers, in all 
the diſtreſſes of this Patriarch; in all his 
ſucceſſes, all his acquiſitions, all his joys, 
we diſcover the relation of God to him, 


expreſſed in theſe words; and we behold 


the preſence of God with him whither- 
ſoever he went, conſtantly relieving the 
wWretchedneſs 
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wretchedneſs of one ſtate; dignifying and 


ſupporting the felicity of the other. This 


gave him ſecurity from the violence of an 


incenſed brother; this cheered the ſolitude 
of Luz, and turned it into a Bethel; by 
this the ſlumbers, of a head repoſed on a 
pillar of ſtone, were made refreſhing and 


inſtructive; this repreſſed and overba- 


lanced the rapacity of Laban; this ſup- 
ported and ſanctified the loſs of Joſeph; 
this ſweetened the deſcent into Egypt, 
and diſſipated the gloom of death; by this, 


though dead, he exiſts, though filent he 
ſpeaketh, abſent from the body he is 


«« preſent with the Lord ;” the moment 
of his departure 1s on the wing to over- 
take that of his redemption from the 


power of the grave. Before God, the 


diſtance ſhrinks into nothing. That 
word, that one little word, I AM, unites 


the era of Nature's birth, with that of 
its diffolution, it joins eternity to eternity, 
„ and ſwallows up death in victory.“ 


Tux ſame gracious declaration applies, 


with equal truth and juſtice, to every fon 


G43 and 
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and daughter ** of faithful Abraham” to 
every © lraclite indeed.” We ſpeak of 
departed friends in the pa// time, we 
« cannot but remember ſuch things were; Z 
% and were moſt dear to us; but it is MY 
the glorious prerogative of Jehoyah to L 
employ eternally the preſent in deſcribing = 
his own Eftence, and his covenant re- 23 
lation to his People:? I AM THATI AF 
« AM.” <« I AM the God of thy | 
Father,“ of thy buried, thy lamented 
1 friend, lover, child. And to us 
alſo is the word of this conſolation ſent, 
« Fear not, for I am with thee, be not 
« diſmayed, I am thy God.” Thus 
* faith the Lord, that created thee, O 
1 ' Jacob, and he that formed thee, O 
= « Iſrael; Fear not: for I have redeemed 
1 *« thee, I have called thee by name, thou 
1 art mine. When thou paſſeſt through 
|| « the waters, I will be with thee, and 
li ** through the rivers, they ſhall not over- 
1 « flow thee, when thou walkeſt through 
| the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt; 
Wl © * neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
if „ thee. For I am the Lord thy God, 
= e 
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23 


“ the Holy One of Iſrael, thy Saviour.“ 


Believing, and reſting upon, this ſure 
foundation, the Chriſtian triumphs m the 


proſpect of cc departing and being n 
„ Chriſt;” he ſmiles at the threatening 


looks of the king of terrours, exults and 
ſings © with the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael,” 


Vea, though I walk through the valley 


of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no 
* evil: for thou art with me, thy rod, 


* 


* 


and thy ſtaff, they comfort me. Surely 
* goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me all 
85 the days of my life: and I will dwell 
in the Houſe of the Lord for ever: 


and triumphs with the enraptured apoſtle 


of the Gentiles, O Death, where is thy 


« ſting; O Grave, where is thy victory ? 
* Thanks be to God who giveth us 


ec the victory through « our Lord Jeſus 


e Chriſt.”+ 


o 


IT is a tranſporting reflection, that the 


fond wiſhes and deſires of the human 
heart, are warranted, encouraged and 
ſupported by the revelation of God : that 


C4 the 


*Pſalm xxiii. 4.6. f Cor. xv. 15=57- 
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the life and immortality, which we natu- 
rally pant after, are brought to light by 
the Goſpel, It is pleaſant to find wiſe 
and good men, guided only by the light 
of reaſon, and the honeſt propenſities of 
nature, cheriſhing that very belief, cleav- 
ing to that very hope, which the Text 
inſpires. Cicero, in his beautiful treat- 
iſe on Old-Age, while he relates the ſen- 
timents of others, ſweetly delivers his 
own on this ſubject. The elder Cyrus, 
according to Xenophon, thus addreſſed 
his ſons before his death, Do not ima- 
« gine, O my dear children, that when I 


ll « leave you, I ceaſe to exiſt. For even 

i while I was yet with you, my Spirit 

| | ' you could not diſcern ; but that it ani- 

1 c mated this body you were fully aſſured, 

1 by the actions which I. ek 

lf he aſſured it will continue the ſame, 

Il „ though ſtill you ſee it not. The glory . 
I of illuſtrious men would fink with 1 
Il ** them into the grave, were not their 
| i ſurviving ſpirits capable of exertion, 

. and concerned to reſcue their names 

[| from oblivion. I can never ſuffer my- 
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25 
ſelf to be perſuaded, that the man lives, 
only while he 1s in the body, and dies, 
when it is diſſolved ; or that the foul 


loſes all intelligence, on being ſeparated 


from an unintelligent lump of clay ; 
but rather, that, on being liberated 


from all mixture with' body, pure and 


entire, it enters upon its true intellec- 
tual exiſtence. At death, any one 
may diſcover what becomes of the ma- 


terial part of our frame: all ſinks into 
cc 


that from which it aroſe, every thing 


Soul alone is apparent neither while it 
1s with us, nor when it departs. What 


ſo much reſembles death as fleep ? 


Now the powers of the mind, in ſleep, 
loudly proclaim their own divinity ; 
free and unfettered, the ſoul plunges 
into futurity, aſcends its native ſky. 
Hence we may conclude how en- 
larged thoſe powers will be, when un- 
depreſſed, unreſtrained, by the chains 
of fleſh. Since theſe things are ſo, 


„ conſider and reverence me as a tutelary 
_ deity. But, granting that the mind 


zen -Were 
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alive; and indeed, as now enjoying a 


66 


* 


* 
La) 


were to expire with the body, never- 


theleſs, out of reverence to the immor- 
tal Gods, who ſupport and direct this 
fair fabrick of Nature, piouſly, affec- 
tionately cheriſh the memory of. your 


affectionate Father.” —The great Ro- 


man Orator puts theſe words into the 


mouth of Cato, in addreſſing his young 


friends Scipio and Lælius. Thoſe ex- 
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cellent men, your Fathers, who were 
ſo dear to me in life, I conſider as {till 


ſtate of being which alone deſerves to 


be dignified with the name of life. 


For as long as we are ſhut up in this 


dungeon of ſenſe, we have to toil 


through the painful and neceſſary 

drudgery of life, and to accompliſh the 
laborious taſk of an hireling. The 
celeſtial Spirit is, as it were, depreſſed, 
degraded from its native ſeat, and 


plunged into the mire of this world, a 
ſtate repugnant to its divine nature 
and eternal duration.” —And again, 
Nobody ſhall ever perſuade me, Scipio, 
that your Father Paulius, and your 
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much better to doſe away in indolence 
* an inſignificant and uſeleſs life? But I 
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« two Grandſathers, Paullus and Afri- 


canus, and many other eminent men 


© whom it is unneceſſary to mention, 


would have attempted and atchieved ſo 


many ſplendid actions, which were to 


extend their influence to poſterity, had 
they not clearly diſcerned, that they 
had an intereſt in, and a connection 
with, the ages of futurity, and with 


generations yet unborn. Can you 


imagine, that I may talk a little of 


% mylelf, after the manner of old men, 


6 


Can you imagine, that I would have 
ſubmitted to fo many painful toils, by 
night and by day, in the forum, in the 
ſenate, in the field, had I apprehended 


that my exiſtence, and my reputation, 


were to terminate with my life? Were 
this the caſe, would it not have been 


do not know how, the ſoul inceſſantly 


exerting its native vigour, ſtill ſprung 
«« eagerly forward into ages yet to come, 


and ſeized them as its own.” 


FEEL. 


28 


T 
40 
cc 
ce 
ee 
ce 
40 


cc 


cc 


4c 


( 
66 
"oY 
46 
40 
«6 
"6p 
T 
| EC 
ce 
CC 
1 
ve 


= 


I have not lived wholly in vain: and 


where he had ſtopped for a little re- 


« I FreL myſelf tranſported with de- 
light, at the thought of again ſeeing 
and joining your fathers, whom on 
earth I highly reſpected and dearly 
loved: and, borne on the wings of 
hope and . deſire, I am ſpeeding my 
flight to mingle in the honoured ſo- 
ciety, not of thofe only, whom on 


earth I knew, and with whom I have 


converſed ; but of thoſe alſo, of whom 
I have heard and read, and the hiſtory 
of whoſe lives I myſelf have written, 
for the inſtruction of mankind.—I 
have the conſolation of reflecting, that 


I quit my ſtation in life without regret, 
as the way-faring man, whoſe face is 


towards home, bids farewell to the Inn 


freſhment on his way. O gtorious 


day, when I ſhall be admitted into the 
divine aſſembly of the wife and good! 
When I ſhall make an eternal efcape 


from this fink of corruption, and the 
din of folly! When amidſt the happy 
throng of the immortals, I ſhall find 

«. thee 
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amiable of men ! On thy aſhes, I be- 
ſtowed the honours of the Tomb. 


Ah! why did not mine rather receive 


them from thy hand ! But your Spirit, 
I know it, has never forſaken me; but 


caſting back many a longing, lingering 


look to your afflicted Father, has re- 


moved to that region of purity and 
peace whither you were confident I 
ſhould ſhortly follow you.—And I 
feel, I feel, our ſeparation cannot be 


of long continuance. 


« If, indulging myſelf in this fond hope, 
my young friends, I am under the pow- 


er of deluſion, it is a ſweet, it is an in- 


nocent deluſion. I will hold it faſt 
and never let it go, while I live, I. 
deſpiſe the ſneer of the witling, who 
would attempt to laugh me out of my 


Immortality. Suppoſe him in the right, 


« and myſelf under a miſtake, he ſhall 


4c 


not have the power to inſult me, nor 
ſhall I have the mortification of feeling 
« Ris 


29 
thee alſo my Son, my Cato, beſt, moſt 
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30 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. [LECT, f. 
« his ſcorn, when we are both gone to the 
land of everlaſting forgetfulnefs.” 


How pleaſing the thought, my dear 
_ Chriſtian Friends, I again repeat it, how 
pleaſing the thought, that the honeſt pro- 
penſities of Nature, the faireſt conchafions 
of unaſſiſted Reafon, and the moſt ardent 2 
breathings of Truth and Virtue, are here S 
in uniſon with the cleareſt and moſt ex- 
plicit declarations of the holy Scriptures ! 


Bor the ſacred Dove ſoars into a re- 
gion which Nature and Reaſon never could Z 
have explored. Revelation, to the Im 5 
mortality of the Soul, has added the Re- L 
ſurrection of the Body. And, where 
60 fore ſhould it be thought a thing in- 
4 credible that God ſhould raiſe the 
«© dead?” The Spirit ſays to theſe dry 


* bones, live.” «© We Oey that Jeſus 5 
0 died and roſe again.“ What a ſure : 
ground of hope, that © them alſo who 
« fleep in Jeſus, God will bring with 
„him!“ Delightful reflection! Who 
would be ſo unjuſt to God, and fo un- 


kind 


154 


LECT. I.] INTRODUCTORY LECTURE; 31 
kind to himſelf, as to part with it? How 
it ſmooths the rugged path of life, how 
it tempers the bitterneſs of affliction, how 
it diſſipates the horrours of the grave! 
One child ſleeps in the duſt, the diameter 
of the globe ſeparates me from another, 
but the word of life, I AM. the God of 
« thy ſeed,” reſcues that one from cor- 
ruption, and puts the other in my em- 
brace. Time dwindles into a point, the 
Earth melts away, © the Trumpet 
„ ſounds,” * the dead ariſe incorrupti- 
ce ble.” Behold all things are made new! 
« New Heavens and a new Earth, where- 
* in dwelleth righteonſneſs.” * Ariſe, 
« Jet us go hence,” and “ fit down with 
« Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of God.“ 


* 
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HEB, XI. 24— 27. 


By FAITH MOSES, WHEN HE WAS COME TO YEARS, | 
REFUSED TO BE CALLED THE SON OF pH- | 
RAOH'S DAUGHTER ; CHOOSING RATHER TO 
SUFFER AFFLICTION WITH THE PEOPLE OP 
GOD, THAN TO ENJOY THE PLEASURES OF SIN 
FOR A SEASON ; ESTEEMING THE REPROACH 
' OF CHRIST GREATER RICHES THAN THE TREA- 
'SURES OF EGYPT: FOR HE HAD RESPECT UNTO 
THE RECOMPENCE OF THE REWARD, BY FAITH 
HE FORSOOK EGYPT, NOT FEARING THE WRATH | 
OF THE KING: FOR HE ENDURED, AS SEEING | 
HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE. | 


HE Hiſtory of mankind contains 

L many a lamentable detail of the 
fad reverſes to which human affairs are 
liable; of | the affluent, by unforeſeen, 
unavoidable calamity, tumbled into indi- 
gence; of greatneſs in eclipſe ; ; of the 
Vor. III. ME *. | mighty 
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mighty fallen; of princes dethroned, ba- 
niſhed, put to death. In ſome inſtances 
of this ſort, we ſee the unhappy ſufferers 
making a virtue of neceſſity, and bearing 
their misfortunes with a certain degree 
of patience and magnanimity; but in 
general, ſudden and great diſtreſs either 
{ours or depreſſes the ſpirit, and men ſub- 
mit to the will of Providence with ſo ill a 
grace, that it is evident they are not under 
the power of religion, and that they flee 
not for conſolation to the proſpects of 
. immortality. 
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Wx are, this evening, to contemplate 
one of thoſe rare examples of true great- 
neſs of mind, which made a voluntary ſa- 
crifice of the moſt enviable ſituation, and 
the moſt flattering proſpects, whichhuman 

life admits of; and that at an age, when 
the heart is moſt devoted to the purſuit of 

pleaſure, moſt ſuſceptible of the allure- 
ments of ambition. It is the ſingular in- 
ſtance of Moſes, the Prophet and Legi- 
flator of Iſrael, who, brought up from 
infaney 1 in a court, inſtructed in all the 
A 199 — ONIONS 
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learning of the Egyptians ; treated as the 
heir of Empire, and encouraged to aſpire 

to all that the heart naturally covets, and 

that Providence beſtows, on the moſt fa- 

voured of mankind; at the age of forty, 
cheerfully reſigned all theſe advantages, 
and preferred the life of a ſlave with his 
brethren, and of a ſhepherd in the land of 

Midian, among, ſtrangers, to all the lux- 

| ury and ſplendour belonging to the ſon of 

| Pharaoh's daughter, to all the dazzling 
hopes of royalty, or of power next to ma- 
jeſty. 


Ni URE, in its own admirably con- 
iſe method, diſpatches the hiſtory of this 
great man's life, from his infancy to his 
fortieth year, in a few ſhort words, name- 
ly.“ And Moſes was learned in all the 
* wiſdom of the Egyptians, and was migh- 
« ty in words, and in deeds: “ as not 
deeming information concerning attain- 
ments in human ſcience, or feats of mar- 
tial prowels, worthy of the knowledge of 

poſterity, compared to the triumphs of 

| THe 6 6 — tis 
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his faith, the generous workings of his 


public ſpirit, and the noble ardour of 
fervent piety. 


PriLo and Jostenvus, however, and 


other Jewiſh Writers, have taken upon 
them to fill up this interval of time, by a 
fanciful, fabulous, unſupported account 
of the earlier years of Moſes; which we 


ſhould perhaps be diſpoſed, in part, to 


retail for your amuſement, if not for your 
inſtruction, had not the Spirit of God 
ſupplied us with well authenticated me- 


moirs of a more advanced period of his 
life. In the peruſal of which, with ſeri- 

ous meditation upon them, we ſhall, I 
truſt, find pleaſure and Profit blended 8 


together. 


TAXING Inſpiration then for our 
guide, we divide the Hiſtory of Moſes, 


into three periods of equal duration, in 
reſpect of time, namely of forty years 


each; but very different in reſpect of 
ſituation, notoriety and importance. 
The firſt, and of which the Bible is ſilent, 


or ſpeaks but a ſingle word, preſents 
6 „ him 


* - 
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him to us a ſtudent in the ſchools of the 


Egyptian Magi, one among the Princes in 


the court of Pharaoh, a Poet, an Orator, a 

Stateſman, a General, or whatever elſe ima- 
ginatiqn pleaſes to make him. The ſecond, 
exhibits an humble ſhepherd, tending the 
flocks of Jethro his father-in-law, and 


fulfilling the duties, and exemplifying the 
virtues of the private citizen. In the 


third, we attend the footſteps of the Savi- 
our of his nation, the leader and com- 
mander, the lawgiver and judge of the 


Iſrael of God: under whom that choſen 


race was conducted from Egyptian op- 
| preſſion, to the poſſeſſion of the land pro- 
miſed to Abraham and to his ſeed; the 
inſtrument choſen, raiſed up, and em- 
ployed of the Divine Providence, to exe- 
cute the purpoſes of the Almighty, in a 


caſe which affected the general intereſts, 


ſpiritual and everlaſting, of all mankind. 


I 18 of the ſecond of rheſe periods we 
are now to treat; and though our mate- 
rials be ſmall and few, if we be ſo happy 
as to make a proper uſe of them, we ſhall 
D 3 find 
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find that, by the bleſſing of God, our 
Jabour has not been in vain. | 


In Moſes, then, in the very prime 
and vigour of his life, we ſee a mind 
uncorrupted by the maxims and man- 


ners of an impious, tyrannixal, idola- 
trous court; a mind not intoxicated by 
royal favour, not ſeduced by the al- 
lurements of ambition, not deadened 


by the uninterrupted poſſeſſion of pro- 


ſperity, to the impreſſions of huma- 


nity and compaſſion, And what pre- 


ſerved him ? He believed in God, The 


mind's eye was fixed on Him who is in- 
viſible to the eye of ſenſe. And what | 1s 
the wiſdom of Egypt compared to this ? 


It was a land of aſtronomers, a land of 
warriours, a land of artiſts; and the 


improvement which Moſes made in every 
liberal art and ſcience, we may well ſup- 


poſe was equal to any, the firſt, of the 


age and nation in which he lived. But a 


principle infinitely ſuperior to every thing 


human, a principle not taught in the 


ſchools of the Philoſophers, a principle 
which carries the ſoul where it reſides, 
beyond 
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beyond the limits of this little world, in- 


ſpired high thoughts, dictated a noble, 
many. generous conduct. 


"Sy fr, it taught him to defvile and 
to 0 Wies empty, unavailing worldly ho- 
nours. By faith Moſes, when he was 
* come to years, refuſed to be called the 
«© ſon of Pharaoh's daughter *. Ordi- 
nary ſpirits value themſelves on rank and 
diſtinction, Ordinary men, raiſed unex- 
pectedly to eminence, ſtrive to conceal 
and to forget the meanneſs of their ex- 

traction; but Moſes would rather paſs 
for the ſon of a poor, oppreſſed Iſraelite, 
than for the adopted ſon and heir of the 
= oppreſling tyrant's daughter. Putting 
= religion out of the queſtion, true magna- 
nimity will ſeek to derive conſequence 
from itſelf, not from parentage or any 
other adventitious circumſtance ; will 
not conſider itſelf as ennobled by what it 
could have no power over, nor debaſed, 
by what has in its own nature no ſhame. 
To be either vain of one's anceſtry, or 


D4 aſhamed 


. Hebrews, xi. 24. 
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| aſhamed of it, is equally the mark of a 
grovelling ſpirit. - Art thou highly de- 


ſcended, my friend ? Let high birth inſpire 


high, that is worthy, generous ſentiments. 
Beware of diſgracing reputable deſcent, 
by ſordid, vulgar, vicious behaviour. 
Haſt thou nothing to boaſt of, in reſpect 
of pedigree? Strive to lay the foundation 
of thine own nobility: convince the fools 
of the world, that goodneſs 1s true great- 
neſs ; that a catalogue of living virtues is 


much more honourable than a long liſt of 
departed names. Know ye not, that faith 
makes every one who lives by it, more 


than the ſon of a king? For the ſon of a 


king, may be a fool or a profligate - but 


faith makes its poſſeſſor, a ſon of God, 
that is a wiſe and a good man; and by it, 
Moſes was more noble in the wilderneſs 


of Sinai, than in the imperial court of 


Pharaoh. 


As this divine inſtructor taught him to 
under value and to refuſe empty honours, 
ſo it inſpired him with pity to his afflifted 
And it came to paſs in thoſe 

days, 


brethren. 
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1 days, when Moſes was grown, that he 


« went out unto his brethren, and 
« looked on their burdens : and he ſpied 


an Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, one 


« of his brethren.*” Eaſe and affluence 
generally harden the heart. If it be well 
with the ſelfiſh man himſelf, he little 
cares what others endure. But religion 


teaches another leſſon: * Love to God 


3, 


© whom we have not ſeen,” will always 
be productive of © love to men whom we 
« have ſeen.” From the root of faith, 
many kindred ſtems ſpring up; and all 


bring forth fruit. There, ariſes the 


ſtately plant of heavenly mindedneſs, 


producing the golden apples of ſelf-go- 


vernment, ſelf-denial, and contempt of 
the world; and cloſe by its fide, and ſhel- 


tered by its branches, gentle ſympathy 
expands its bloſſoms and breathes its per- 
fumes ; conſolation to the afflicted, and 


relief to the miſerable. 


Tur bed of compaſſion, in Moſes, 
18 deſcribed with wonderful delicacy and 
judgement, 


* Exodus il. 11. 
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judgement; Firſt, he foregoes the plea- 
ſures of a court. Unable to reliſh a ſoli- 
tary, ſelfiſh gratification, while he reflect- 
ed that his neareſt and deareſt relations 
were eating the bread, and drinking the 
water of affliction; he goes out to look 
upon their miſery, and tries by kind looks 
and words of love, to ſoothe their woes. 
Unable to alleviate, much leſs to remove 
their anguiſh, he is determined at leaſt to 
be a partaker of it; and ſince he cannot 
raiſe them to the enjoyment of his liberty 
and eaſe, he voluntarily takes a ſhare of 
their bondage and oppreſſion. There is 
ſomething wonderfully pleaſing to a ſoul 


= in trouble, to ſee one who might have 

| : fhunned it, and have turned away from 
i the ſufferer, out of pure love, drinking 

1 1 

| from the ſame bitter cup, and ſubmitting 
X# to the ſame calamity. At length an honeſt | 
| | zeal breaks forth, and overleaps the 


bounds of patience and diſcretion. See- 
ing a brutal Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, 
incapable of ſupprefling his indignation, 

he aſſaults the oppreſſor, and puts him to 
death. Moſes was meek above all the 
8 men. 


rr . ——— — 
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« men of the earth.” But ſurely op- 
«« preſſion maketh a wiſe man mad.” 
T his we alledge as an apology for the con- 
duct of Moſes, not a vindication of it; 
for we pretend not to ſay it was in all re- 
ſpects juſtifiable. But it is one of thoſe 
ſingular caſes to which common rules will 


not apply. 


Tur day after, he had the W 


of ſeeing two Hebrews ſtriving together. 
Unhappy men! As if they had not ene- 


mies enough in their common, cruel taſk- 
maſters; as if condemnation to labour 
in making bricks without ſome of the 


neceſſary materials, could not find em- 
ployment for their moſt vigorous efforts; i 
as if an edict to deſtroy all their male 


children from their birth, had not been 


f | ſufficient to fill up the meaſure of their 


woe; they pour hatred and ſtrife into 


the bowl, already ſurcharged with worm- 
wood and gall. Wretched ſons of men! 
eternally arraigning the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of Providence; eternally complaining 


of the hardſhips of their lot ; and eternally 
| ſwelling 


44 
f ſwelling the catalogue of their miſeries, 
by their own perverſeneſs and folly; 


adding vinegar to nitre, and then won- 


dering how their diſtreſſes came to be ſo 
great! Moſes reproved the offending 
Egyptian by a blow, and a mortal one; 
he tries to gain an offending brother by 
meekneſs and gentleneſs ; he makes reaſon 
and humanity ſpeak ; but they ſpeak in 
vain ; for the ſame ſpirit that leads men 
to commit cruelty or injuſtice, leads them 
alſo to vindicate and ſupport their ill 


conduct. And he faid to him that did 


the wrong, Wherefore ſmiteſt thou thy 
fellow? And he ſaid, Who made thee 
a prince and a judge over us? Intendeſt 


« thou to kill me, as thou killedſt the | 


Egyptian ?*” From this, Moſes diſ- 


covered that the raſh action which he had 


committed the day before, was publickly 
known -and talked of, and might prove 


fatal to him, unleſs he inſtantly fled from 


the danger. The affair had reached the 
ears of Pharoah, who, it would appear, 
wanted only a decent pretence to rid him- 


33 


* Eodxus ii. 13, 14. 
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ſelf of a man, of whom all Egypt was 

3 jealous. He hurries away therefore out 
of the territories of the king of Egypt, 
into that part of Arabia which is called 

Petrea, from its mountainous or rocky 

aſpect; and by a ſingular concurrence of 
providential circumſtances, 1s ſtopped at 
a city of that country called Midian, and 
is induced to remain there for many 
years. 


THeRe lived in this city, a Perſon of 
diſtinguiſhed rank and ſtation ; but whe- 
ther poſſeſſed of a ſacred or a civil cha- 

rater, the ambiguity of the term, in the 
holy language, permits us not to deter- | 
mine; and the Scripture leaves us totally i 
uncertain whether he were a prieſt or a 
prince of Midian. But we are left in no 
doubt reſpecting his moral and intellectual — 
qualifications; and we ſhall have no rea- — 
ſon to be diſpleaſed, at finding the hiſtory i 
of Moſes blended with that of ſo ſenſible, 
and ſo good, a man as Jethro, or Raguel, 

turns out to be. Whatever his dignity ö 

| was, the ſacerdotal or royal, we find his ? 

. daughters [ 


46 


daughters trained up in all the ſimplieity 
of thoſe early times; following the hum 


ble, harmleſs profeſſion of ſhepherdeſſes. 


Wiſe is that father, kind and juſt to his 


children, who, whatever his ſtation, poſ- 


ſeſſions, or proſpects may be, brings up 


his ſons and his daughters to ſome 
virtuous and uſeſul employment; for 
idleneſs is not more odious, diſhonour- 
able, and contemptible, than it is inimi- 


cal to happineſs, and irreconcileable to 


inward Peace. >, 


Mos: ES, being arrived in the neighbour- 


hood of Midian, weary and faint with a 


long journey, through a barren and un- 


hoſpitable country, ſits down by a well of 


water to reſt and refreſh himſelf. —And; 


as a good man's footſteps are all ordered 


of the Lord, Providence ſends him thither, 


juſt at the moment, to ſuccour the 


daughters of Raguel from the violerice of 


ſome of their neighbours. In thoſe coun- 
tries, the prectous fluid beſtowed upon 


us in ſuch boundleſs profuſion, being diſ- 
Rat as it were m drops, became an 
5 | m_ 
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object of defire, and a ground of conten- 
tion. The daughters of Jethro, ſenſible 
of their inferiority in point of ſtrength, 
endeavour to ſupply it by diligence and 
addreſs. They arrive at the well before 


their rival ſhepherds, and are preparing 


with all poſſible diſpatch to water their 
flocks, when behold they are overtaken 
by theſe brutals, who rudely drive them 


and their flocks away, and cruelly attempt 


to convert the fruits of their labour to 


their own uſe. Moſes poſleſſing at once 


ſenſibility, courage, and force, takes part 

with the injured, and affords them 
effectual ſupport againſt their oppreſſors. 
An helpleſs, timid female, aſſaulted and 


inſulted, is an object of peculiar concern 


to a brave and generous ſpirit; and for 


this reaſon, courage and intrepidity are 


qualities in men, held in great and juſt 
eſtimation by the Female Sex. | 


Ix the heroic behaviour of Moſes merit 
approbation and reſpect, the modeſt re- 


ſerve, of the virgin daughters of Raguel, 


18 equally amiable and praiſe-worthy, It 
| _ does 


8 HISTORY OF MOSES, [LECT. ft. 


does not appear that they ſolicited pro- 
tection, but modeſtly received it ; they 
look their thanks rather than utter them ; 


and they deem 1t more ſuitable to their 


tex and character to appear ungrateful to 
a generous ſtranger, than to offend him 


by for wardneſs and indelicacy. They 
| haſten home to their father, who, ſur- 


prized at the earlineſs of their return, 


enquires into the cauſe of it. Happy, I 


doubt not, to celebrate the praiſes of a 


man whoſe appearance and behaviour 
muſt have made a deep impreſſion upon 
them, they relate the adventure of the 
morning, and Raguel, ſtruck with the 

magnanimity, gallantry, and ſpirit of this 


ſtranger's conduct, eagerly enquires after 


him, ſends to find him out, invites him to 
his houſe and table, and endeavours to 
expreſs that gratitude, which the young 
women could not, by every effort of kind- 


neſs and hoſpitality. 


Mainvs: ſo well aſſorted as thoſe of 
Moſes and Jethro; and attracted to each 
other by mutual acts of beneficence, 


would 
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would eaſily aſſimilate, and unite in 
friendſhip. And, the pleaſing recollec- 
tion of protection given and received, the 
natural ſenſibility of a female mind to 
perſonal accompliſhments, but more eſpe- 
cially to generoſity and courage, on the 
one hand; and the irreſiſtible charm of 
feminine beauty and modeſty to a manly 
heart, on the other, would ſpeedily, and 
inſenſibly, between Moſes, and ſome one 
of the Prieſt of Midian's fair daughters, 
ripen into love. What follows, there- 
fore, is all in the courſe of honeſt Nature, 
which never ſwerves from her purpoſe, 
5 never fails to accompliſh her end. But it 
was Providence that furniſhed the field, 
and the inſtruments, with which Nature 
© ſhould work. That Providence which 
= faved him forty years before, from pe- 
” riſhing in the Nile; that Providence 
which delivered him ſo lately from the 
| hands of an incenſed king; the ſame 
; Providence now, bya concourſe of eircum- 
| ftances equally beyond the reach of human 
power or foreſight, fixes the bounds of his 
habitation, forms for him the moſt im- 
Vox. III. ee portant 
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portant connection of human life; and 
for another ſpace of forty years, makes 
him forget the tumultuous pleaſures of a 
court, in the more calm and rational de- 
hgbts of diſintereſted friendſhip, virtuous 
affection, and heavenly contemplation. 


Ir was in this delicious retreat, that the 
man of God is ſuppoſed to have com- 
poſed, by divine Inſpiration, and to have 
committed to writing, that moſt ancient, 
moſt elegant, and moſt inſtructive of all 
Books; which contains the hiſtory of the 
world, from the creation, down to his 
own times: a period which no other 
writer has preſumed to touch upon; holy 
ground, which none but the foot of God 

himſelf has dared to tread, Here alſo, 

and at this time, as it is conjectured by in- 

terpreters, he wrote that beautifully poe- 
fical, moral and hiſtorical work, the Book 
of Job: which, for ſublimity of thought, 
force of expreſſion, juſtneſs of ſentiment, 
ſtrength. of 'reafoning, and variety of 
matter, holds a diſtinguiſhed place in the 
Sacred Code. ff from the ſchools of the 
** 
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Magi he drew ſich ſtores of wifdorh and 
eloquence, high muſt our ideas riſe of 
thoſe noble ſeminaries of learning. But 
Moſes derived his wonderful dccompliſh- 
ments, from a much higher ſource ; even 
from the everlaſting Spring of all know- 
ledge, even from Him who made the Hea- 
vens and the Earth, arid cauſed the light 

to ariſe; even from Him who can make 
the deſert of Horeb a ſchool of WIS DOM, 
and the fimple to be wifer thar all his =. 
teachers. Here, alſo, he Has the felicity 
of becoming a father; and, even in Mi- 
dian, God builds Pp one of the families 
of Iſrael. 


Axp now, at laſt, the time to favour 
that deſpiſed, oppreſſed Nation was come. 
Egypt had changed its ſovereign, in the 
HH mean time, but the feed of Jacob had 
felt no mitigation of their diſtreſs. Every 
change which they have undergone, is 
only from evil to worſe. . Moſes was now 
arrwed at his eightieth year; but re- 
mained iri the full vigour of his bodily 
ſtrength, and of his mental powers. Er- 
LE 3 ring, 
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ring, reaſoning, cavilling man will be aſk- 
ing, Why was the employment of Moſes 
in ſo important a ſervice, ſo long delayed? 
Wherefore bury. ſuch talents, for ſuch a 
ſpace of time, in the inglorious life of an 
obſcure ſnepherd? Wherefore call a man, 
at ſo late a period of life, in the evening 
of his day, in the decline of his faculties, 
to a ſervice that required all the fervour, 
intrepidity, and exertion of youth? To 
all which we anſwer in the words of our 
Saviour, on a well-known occaſion, . It 
« is not for you to know the times or 
7 the ſeaſons, which the father hath put 
« in his own power.” Man is perpe- 
tually in a hurry, and often haſtens for- 
ward without making progreſs; but he 
„that believeth ſhall not make haſte.” 
Gov, the father of believers, advances to 
his end, not in a vehement and hurried 
ſtep, but in a ſolemn, ſteady, majeſtic 
pace; his progreſs, which we may, in our 
folly, account ſlow, in the iſſue proves to 
have been the moſt expeditious; and the 
courſe which human ignorance may con- 
demn | 


7 


VV DS SEE ne SEES EI AERO I CEE — A” 
K —— —— —— 


| 


i 
j 


| 


LECT. It.) HISTORY OF MOSES. 53 
demn as irregular and circuitous, will be 
found, in the end, the ſhorteſt and the 
ſureſt. 


Tur courſe of the hiſtory, then, has 
brought us to that important, eventful 
hour, when the ſhepherd of Midian, 
trained up in retirement and contempla- 
tion, and converſe with God, was to ſhake 
off his diſguiſe, and ſtand confeſſed, the 
miniſter of the moſt high God, the king 
in Jeſhurun, the ſcourge of Egypt, the 2 
deliverer of Iſrael. As the commiſſion 1 
which was given him to execute, and the = 
ſtation aſſigned to him, were altogether 
ſingular and uncommon, we are not to be 1 

ſurprized, if the ſeal and ſignature affixed — 
to that commiſſion, and the powers be- 
ſtowed, for the faithful and effectual exe- 
cution of it, ſhould likewiſe be out of the 
uſual courſe of things, and ſhould an- | 
nounce the power and authority of Him 
who granted it. But as this merits a 
principal place, in the courſe of theſe ex- 
erciſes, we ſhall not compreſs it into the 
concluſion of a Lecture; hoping, through 
E : 0h the | 
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the help of God, to reſume and continue 


the ſyſyect 1 next Lord 8 day. 


Suck was Moſes, the Jewiſh legiſlator 
and hero, during the two-firſt great pe- 


riods of his life. But a greater than 


Moſes is here, even He, „ the latchet of 


* whoſe ſhoes Moſes is unworthy to 


e ſtoop down and unlooſe;” to whom 


Moſes and Elias, on the Mount of 


transfiguration, brought all their glory 


and honour, and laid them at his feet! 


Moszs ec muse ik called the ſon of 


% Pharaoh's daughter; and Jeſus diſ- 
dained not to be called the Son of the 
carpenter.” Supreme, all divine, though 


HE was, yet he declined not the ſociety of 


the pooreſt, meaneſt, maſt afflicted of 
wet . 


Was the e of Moſes cheer- 


ful and voluntary; nat forcibly obtruded 
upon him, but ſought out and ſubmitted. 


to? Chriſt, though in the form of 
« * 99k and thought it not robbery to be 


* equal 
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« equal with God, yet made himſelf of 


e no reputation, and took upon him the 
« form of a ſervant,” Was ſympathy 
a leading feature in the character of Mo- 


ſes? Jeſus “ hath not defpiſed, nor ab- 


+ horred the affliction of the afflicted ; 
neither hath he hid his face from him, 


c 


« but when he cried unto him, he 


« heard.*” In all their affliction, he 
« was afflicted, and the angel of his pre- 
« ſence ſaved them; in his love and in 
“ his pity he redeemed them, and he bare 
ce them, and carried them all the days of 


A 


0 


Of Chriſt it is ſaid, as following up the 


ſcene of his humiliation, ** Wherefore 


« God alſo hath highly exalted him, and 


« given him a name which is above every 


« name: that, at the name of Jzsvs, 
« every knee ſhould bow, of things in 
“ heaven, and things in earth, and things 


« under the earth: and that every tongue 


© ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
* Pſalm xxii. 24. + Ifaiah a 9. 
7 NEL... 


old. Did Moſes, through the vale of 
_ obſcurity, arrive at the ſummit of glory? 
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Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ 
But the time would fail to point out every 
mark of reſemblance. Chriſt derives no 
glory from ſimilitude to Moſes, but all 
the glory of Moſes flows from his typify- 
ing Chriſt, the Lord, in rag all the 
«x promiſes are yea and amen ;” and who 
js the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs 
6; to every one that believeth. * 


HISTORY 


"HISTORY OF MOSES. | 


LECTURE in. 


ExXoDus ili. 13, 14. 


AND MOSES SAID UNTO GOD, BEHOLD, WHEN 
I COME UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND 
SHALL SAY UNTO THEM, THE GOD OF YOUR 


' FATHERS HATH SENT ME UNTO YOU; AND 


THEY SHALL SAY TO ME, WHAT IS HIS NAME? 
WHAT SHALL I SAY UNTO THEM? AND GOD 


SAID UNTO Moss, I AM THAT I AM: 


' AND HE SAID, THUS SHALT THOU SAY UNTO 
THE CHILDREN OF nat I AM HATH SENT 
ME UNTO YOU. 


H E 8 preſented to us in the 

L commerce of the world, have a re- 
lative greatneſs; but thoſe with which 
we converſe in ſolitude and retirement, 
poſſeſs a real grandeur and magnificence. 
A vaſt city, a numerous and well-diſci- 
plined army, a proud navy, a ſplendid | 
court, and the like, dazzle the eyes of a 
|  Hranger, 
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56 HISTORY OF MOSES, Lure. 17, 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ 
But the tithe would fail to point'out every 
mark of reſemblance. Chriſt derives no 
glory from fimilitude to Moſes, but all 
the glory of Moſes flows from his typify- 
ing Chriſt, the Lord, in whom „ all the 
Bs. promiſes ire yea and amen ;” and who 
is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs | 
6. to every one that believeth.” 
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"HISTORY OF MOSES. 


is DEU ik 


Exo us iii. 13, 14. 


AND MOSES SAID UNTO GOD, BEHOLD, WHEN 


I COME UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, AND 
| SHALL SAY UNTO THEM, THE GOD OF YOUR 
' FATHERS HATH SENT ME UNTO YOU; AND 
THEY SHALL SAY TO ME, WHAT IS HIS NAME? 
WHAT SHALL I SAY UNTO THEM ? AND GOD 
SAID UNTO Moszs, I AM THAT I AM: 
AND HE SAID, THUS SHALT THOU SAY UNTO 
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL) I AM HATH SENT 
ME 1 UNTO YOU. 


T H E objects preſented to us in the 


commerce of the world, have a re- 


lative greatneſs; but thoſe with which 


we converſe in ſolitude and retirement, 


poſſeſs a real grandeur and magnificence. 


A vaſt city, a numerous and well-diſci- 


plined army, a proud navy, a ſplendid 


cou, and the like, dazzle the eyes of a 
ſtranger, 
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ſtranger, and produce a tranſient wonder 
and delight. But a little acquaintance 
diſſolves the charm ; the dimenſions of 
created greatneſs ſpeedily contract, the 
glory departs, and what once filled us 
with aſtoniſhment, 1s regarded with calm 
indifference, perhaps with diſguſt. The 
eye, almoſt with a ſingle glance, reaches 
the end of human perfection, and in- 
ſtantly turns from what it has ſeen, in 
ſearch of ſomething yet undiſcovered, 
ſtriving to find in novelty and variety, a 
_ compenſation for the poverty, littleneſs, 
nothingneſs of the creature. But when 
we withdraw from the haunts of men, 
and either retire within ourſelves, or ſend 
our thoughts abroad, to contemplate God 
and his works ; we meet a height and a 
depth, which the line of finite under- 
ſtanding cannot fathom; we expatiate in 

a region which ſtill diſcloſes new ſcenes 
of wonder ; we feel ourſelves at once in- 
vited and checked, attracted and repelled ; 
we behold much that we can comprehend. 
and explain; but much more that paſſeth 
knowledge; we find ourſelves, like Mo- 
| a ſes 
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ſes at the buſh, upon holy Ground,” 
and the ſame wonderful fight i 18 exhibited 
to our view— © JEHOVAH!” IN 4 
FLAME OF FIRE ! — whoſe light irra- 
diates, and encourages our approach; but 
whoſe fervent heat arreſts our ſpeed, and 
remands us to our proper diſtance. 


Trar great man had now paſſed the 
ſecond great period of his life, in the 
humble ſtation of a ſhepherd, and the 

Y ſhepherd, too, of another man's flock. 
| He had quitted the enchanted regions of 
| high life, not only without regret, but 
with joy; not impelled by ſpleen, not 
ſoured by diſappointment ; but filled with 
a noble diſdain for empty honours, with 
generous ſympathy towards his afflicted | 
brethren, animated by exalted picty, which 
ſettled on an inviſible God, and inſpired 
with a ſoul, which looked at pomp with 
contempt, and on obſcurity with agqui- 
eſcence and defire. It was in this calm 
retreat that he cultivated thoſe qualities, 
which proved more favourable to the de- 
ſigns 
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| ſigns of Pr ovidence, than all the le arning 
which he had acquired in Egypt. 


Ar the age of eighty, the race of glory 
3s at an end with moſt men: nay, the 
drama of life concludes, with the genera- 
lity, long before that period arrives. But 
the fame, activity, and uſefulneſs of Mo- 
ſes, commenced not till then; for as it is 
never too early, ſo it is never too late to 
ferve God, and to do good to men; and 
true Wiſdom conſiſts, in waiting for, and 
following, the call of heaven, not in an- 
ticipating and out- running it. Abraham 
was turned out, a wanderer and an exile, 
at ſeventy-five. And Moſes, at four- 
ſcore, was ſent upon an enterprize, which 
it required much courage to undertake, 
much vigour to conduct and ſupport, and 
a great length of time to execute. But 
before the divine mandate, every moun- 
tain of difficulty ſinks, “every valley is 
m exalted, the crooked becomes ſtraight, 
« and the rough places plain.” Abra- 
ham, at the head of a handful of ſervants, 
lan 3 ſubdues 
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ſubdues five victorious kings, with their 
armies: Sarah, at ninety, bears a ſon; 
and Moſes, at eighty, with a ſimple rod 
in his hand, advances to ſuccour Iſrael, 
and to cruſh the power of Egypt. 


Tu ſolemnity with which the com- 
miſſion was given, ſuited the dignity and 
importance of the undertaking. The 
whole was of God, and u does every 
thing in a manner worthy of himſelf, 

While Moſes was employed in the inno- 

cent cares and labours of his lowly ſta- 

tion; and faithful attention to the duties 
of our ſeveral ſtations is the beſt prepara» 
tion for the viſits of the Almighty; a very | 
unuſual, and unaccountable, appearance 
_ preſented itſelf to his eyes. A buſh 
wholly involved in flames, yet continu- 
ing unchanged, undiminiſhed, uncon- 
ſumed by the fire. Whether nature pre- 
ſerves her ſteady tenour, or ſuffers an al- 
teration or ſuſpenſion of the laws by 
which ſhe is uſually governed, the finger 
of God is equally. viſible in both; for, 
What , ſave that which is divine, 
could 
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62 HISTORY OF MOSES. [rer. Itt. 
could have eſtabliſhed, and can maintain, 
the order and harmony of the univerſe? 
And what power, ſhort of Onmipotence, 
can break in upon that order; can make 
the Sun to ſtand till, or its ſhadow return 
back to the Meridian after it had declined; 
can leave to fire its illuminating, but 
withdraw its devouring quality; and ren- 
der artificial fire, ſach as that of Nebu- 
chadnezzar's furnace, harmleſs to the 
three children of the captivity, but fatal to 
the miniſters of the king of Babylon? 
Were our hearts right with God, miracu- 
lous interpoſitions would be unneceſſary ; 
every creature, every event ſhould promote 
our acquaintance with our Maker. And 
ſuch is the condeſcenfion of the Moſt 
High, that he vouchfafes to cure our 
ignorance, inattention, or unbelief, by 
making the mighty ſacrifice of that ſtated 
. courſe of things, which his wiſdom ſettled 
at firſt, and which his power continues 
to ſupport. Rather than-man ſhall re- 
main unchanged; unredeemed, the great 
ſyſtem of nature ſhall undergo alteration; 
ny ſhall ceaſe to burn, the Nile ſhall run 

blood 
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blood inſtead of water, the ſun forget 
to ſhihe for three days together; the eter- 


nal uncreated Word ſhall become fleſh, 


and the fountain of life to all, ſhall expire 
in death. 


Ir required not the ſagacity of a Moſes 
to diſcover, that chere was ſomething ex- 


traordinary here. But miſtaking it, at firſt, 

for merely an unuſual, natural appearance, 

whoſe cauſe, by a cloſer inveſtigation, be 

might be able to diſcover 5 he 1s prepar- 
ing by nearer obſervation to ſatisfy his 


curioſity: when lo! to his ſtill greater 


aſtoniſhment, the buſh: becomes vocal as 
well as brilliant, and he hears his own 
name diſtinctly and repeatedly called, out 
of the midſt of the flame. Curioſity and 
wonder are now checked by a more pow 
erful principle than either. Terrour thrills 
in every vein, and arreſts his trembling 

ſteps. How dreadful muſt the viſitations 


of God's anger be to his enemies, if to 


his beſt beloved children, the intimations 


of his goodneſs, clotlied in any thing 


like ſenſible glory, be ſo awful and over- 


Ws whelming ; ? 
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whelming ? When I meet thee, O my 
God, ſtripped of this veil of fleſh, may 1 
find thee a pure, a genial and lambent 


flame of loving-kindneſs, not a conſum- 
ng fire of wrath and vengeance! _ 


| . inſtantly comprehends that the 


Lord was there; or, if he could for a mo- 


ment have doubted who it was that talk- 
ed with him, in a moment his doubt 


muſt have been removed, by the conti- 
nuation of the voice of Him who ſpake. 
We find here, as in many other places of 
the Old Teſtament, the ſame perſon who 
14s ſtiled, in the courſe of the narration, 
the Angel of the Lord,” ſtiling himſelf 
| Jenovan, and Gop; exerciſing divine 
prerogatives, manifeſting divine perfec- 


tions, and claiming the homage which 


is due to Deity alone. The perſon there- 
fore, thus deſcribed, can be none other 
than the uncreated Angel of the Co- 


, venant,” who, © at ſundry. times, 


and in divers manners, in maturing 
the work of Redemption, aſſumed a ſen- 


able appearance; and at length, in the 


fulneſs 
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fulneſs of time, united his Divine nature 
to ours, and dwelt among men, and made 
them to behold his glory, as the glory 
of the only begotten of the Father, full 
«of grace and truth.“ 


EveRY thing here 1s fingular, and 
every thing inſtructive. The firſt inter- 
view between God and Moſes inſpires ter- 
rour; but the ſpirit of bondage gradually 
dies away, and refines into the ſpirit of 
I adoption and love. Acquaintance begets 
confidence, * perfect love caſteth out 
« fear;” and the man who ſpake to God 
with trembling, in Horeb, by and by be- 
comes ſtrengthened to endure his preſence, 
A forty days and nights together, in Sinai. 
K Enduring, as ſeeing Him who is invi- 
© ſible,” he * deſpiſed the wrath of an 
“ earthly king.” When he comes to the 
knowledge of that ſame God, by the ſee- 1 
ing of the eye, and the hearing of the ear, 35 
he * exceedingly fears and quakes; ab- | 
« hors himſelf, and lies low in duſt and | 
“ aſhes.” But, following on to know = 
the Lord, he comes at length to converſe 1 i 
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with Him, as a man with his friend. 
4 Acquaint thyſelf then with him, and 
« be at peace, thereby good ſhall come 
% unto thee.” Miſerable beyond ex- 
preſſion, beyond thought, are they, 


whoſe acquaintance with God has to 


begin at death; who having lived with- 
out a gracious, merciful, long-ſuffering 
God, in the world, find they muſt, by 


a dreadful neceſſity, fall into the hands 


of a neglected, forgotten, righteous, in- 
cenſed God, when they leave 1t. 


Tar appearance of Jehovah in the 


buſh, was not only preternatural, but 
emblematical; it not only ſanctioned the 
commiſſion given to Moſes by the ſeal 


of Deity, but exhibited a lively repreſen- 8 
tation of the ſtate of his church and peo- Þ 


ple in Egypt; opprefled, but not cruſhed, 
a brought low, but not deſerted of Heaven, 
in the midſt of flames, but not conſumed. 
And it is a ſtriking emblem of the Church 
of God, in the world, to the end of time; 
% troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſ- 
% ed, perplexed, but not in deſpair, per- 

” ſecuted, 
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« ſecuted, but not forſaken, caſt down, 
« but not deſtroyed.” 


E Taz ſame voice which ſolicited inter- 
© courſe with Moſes, which tendered friend- 
N ſhip, which encouraged hope, ſets a fence 
about the Divine Majeſty; it reminds 
him of his diſtance, of his impurity; it 
forbids raſhneſs, preſumption, familiarity. 
In veneration of the ſpot which God had 
honoured with his ſpecial preſence, he is | 
FP commanded to! put off his ſhoes from off 1 
c his feet:” A mandate, which by an image ; | | 
natural and obvious, enjoins the drawing 1 
near to God in holy places, and in ſacred 
ſervices, with ſeriouſneſs, attention, and 
reverence ; diveſted of that impurity 
which men neceſſarily contract, by com- 
ing into frequent contact with the world. 
And ſurely, it is owing to the want of a 
due ſenſe of the majeſty of God upon our 
ſpirits, that his houſe is profaned, and 
bis ſervice marred by levity, careleſſneſs, 
and inattention. Did we ſeriouſly con- 
ſider, that the Peer where we ſtand is 
% holy ground,” that the word which we 
F 2 | ſpeak 


68 
ſpeak and hear is © not the word of men, 
te but of the living God,” Could one ſhort 
hour's attendance betray us into ſlumber? 
Could the little jealouſies and ſtrife of a 
bafe world intrude into a worſhiping 


heart? Could the eye find leiſure to wander 
upon the dreſs and appearance of another? 
Durſt a ſcornful leer, or ſimpering coun- 


tenance communicate from one vain, ſilly, 
irreverent ſpirit to another the private 
ſneer and cenſure? Would there be a 
contention for place and pre-eminence ? 
Now, ſurely, God 1s as really, though leſs 


ſenſibly, in this place, as he was in the 
| buſh at Horeb: And though we ſee him 


not, his eyes are continually upon us, 
and he will bring every thing into judg- 


ment. O Lord, open thou our eyes, that 


we may behold Thee, and every other 
object ſhall inſtantly diſappear. 


Tux words which follow, if any thing 
can increaſe their intrinſic force and im- 
portance, derive a peculiar energy and 
value, to the Chriſtian world, as the paſ- 
ſage quoted by our bleſſed Lord, from 


an 
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an authority which they could not deny, 
to confute the Sadducees, on the ſubject 
of the Immortality of the ſoul, and the 
Reſurrection of the body. I am the 
« the Gop of Abraham, and the God 


ce of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob.” We 
ſpeak of the dead, under the 1dea that 
they were; but God repreſents them as 


ſtill exiſting, and his relation to them as 


unbroken, his care of them as uninter- 
rupted. The effect which this declara- 
tion had upon Moſes, is ſuch as might 


have been expected; no more * turning 
« aſide to ſee this great ſight ;” he hides 
his face, afraid to look upon God.” 
It is ignorance of God, not intimate 
= communion, which encourages forward- 
= neſs and freedom. Angels, who know 
him beſt, and love him moſt, are moſt 
ſenſible of their diſtance, and are repre- 


ſented as covering their faces with 


their wings” when they approach their 


dread Creator. 


In the declaration which immediately 
follows, under a ſanction ſo ſolemn and 
affecting, Which ſhall we moſt admire, 


F-2 the 


| 
|. 
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the mercy and goodneſs. of God, or his 
perfect wiſdom and foreknowledge ?— 


Four hundred years. have elapſed fince 


this wretched ſtate of his poſterity had 
been foretold, and revealed, to Abraham. 
For wiſe and gracious purpoſes it was ap- 
pointed, and biought to paſs. But the 


days of darkneſs are now almoſt ended, 


and the Sun returns. Like rain from 


heaven to a dry and thirſty land, the pro- 


miſes of favour and ſalvation fall upon a 
perſecuted, oppreſſed people; and that 


«© Moſes whom they refuſed ſaying, Who 
* made thee a ruler and a judge?” is 
after an interval of forty years ſent back 


to Egypt, on the kind and merciful er- 


rand of ſalvation, to an oppreſſed and pers 
ſecuted people. 


Moszs however, it would appear, has 


not forgotten the ſurly reception, which 


his well-meant interpoſition had met with, 
from his brethren, fo long before; and 
preſumes to urge it as a reaſon, why a 
perſon of more influence and authority, 


ſhould be intruſted with the commiſſion. 


_— He 
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H conſidered not, that formerly he 
ated from the impulſe of his own mind ; 

with indeed an upright and benevolent 
intention, but with a zeal rather too bold 
and impetuous ; Whereas now, he was 
following the direction of Providence, 
and was therefore certain of ſucceſs. As 

there is a ſinful pride, which urges men 
to ſeek ſtations and employments, to 
which they have neither pretenſion, title, 
nor qualification; ſo there is a ſinful 
humility, which ſhrinks from the call of 
God, which, in the guiſe of ſelf-denial, 

contains the ſpirit of rebellion and diſ- 
obedience ; and which, under the affec- 
tation of undervaluing and debaſing our 
own perſons and qualities, indirectly 
charges God with fooliſhneſs, in chooſing 
an inſtrument ſo inapt and improper. 
Such humility is of the very eſſence of 

pride, and ſuch, with regret we obſerve 
it, was the ſpirit by which Moſes was on 
this occaſion actuated, The heavenly 
Viſion removes the objection at once, by 
aſſuring him of the Divine preſence, bleſ-— 
ſing, and ſupport ; and refers him for the 
—— E proof 


— ” * 
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proof of it, to A train of events cloſely 
| ſucceeding each other; and all iſſuing in 
the people's aſſembling together, in that 


very ſpot, to worſhip, after their enfran- 


chiſement, all forming a chain of evi- 
dence, that the authority under which he 
acted was Divine, 


ST1LL doubting and irreſolute, Moſes 
_ ventures to urge another difficulty, which 
he expreſſes in theſe terms, ©* And Moſes 
te ſaid unto God, Behold, when I come 


« unto the children of Iſrael, and ſhall 


« ſay unto them, The God of your Fa- 
thers hath ſent me unto you : and they 
„ ſhall ſay to me, What is his name? 


A 


* What ſhall I fay unto them?” God 
had already declared his name, and pur- 


poſe, and given his charge, and yet Mo- 
ſes dares to make enquiry. How rare a 
thing it is, to ſee a ſoul wholly reſolved 


into the will of God! How ſeldom do 
we find a faith entirely diſpoſed to be, to 


do, and to endure, neither more nor leſs, 
than what God is pleaſed to appoint ! 
But the incredulity and preſumption of 

Moſes 
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Moſes ſhall not render the defign of God 
of none effect. When men are contra- 
dicted or oppoſed, they fly out, and ſtorm, 
and threaten. But the great God bears 
with our frowardneſs and folly, gives way 
to our ſcruples, and, yielding to our ob- 
ſtinacy, overcomes evil with good. And 


we are almoſt tempted to rejoice that 


Moſes ſtood out fo long, as it gave occa- 
ſion to the moſt ſolemn and ſatisfying 
proclamation of the name and nature of 
God, from his own mouth, and the moſt 
amiable and engaging picture of tender 
mercy and long - ſuffering, that ever was 
exhibited. And God ſaid unto Moſes, 
« I AM THAT I AM: And he ſaid, 
* Thus ſhalt thou ſay unto the chil- 
% dren of Lirael, I AM hath ſent me 
** Unto Your: 


Wrar flimſy things are commiſſions 
iſſued under the hand-writing and ſeals 
of kings, compared to this! A ſhred of 
parchment, a morſel of wax, an unmean- 
ing ſcrawl; a ſlender, contracted, ſhort- 
lived power, delegated from one worm to 

another. 


_ —— — — 
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another, Where is now the fignet of 
Ahaſuerus, which pretended to commu- 
nicate irreverſible authority to the writing 


whereto it was affixed? Where are the 


warrants under which the ſtateſmen and 
heroes of other times deliberated, fought, 
and conquered ? With the princes who 


granted them, they are gone to oblivion. 
They were what they were. They fulfill- 


ed their day, and then they fell aſleep, 


and now are ſeen no more! What avail 
the long liſt of empty titles, which po- 

tentates and princes, in the pride of their 
hearts, affix to their periſhing names? 


All, all ſhrink and fade, before that tre- 
mendous Power, whoſe authority no 


change of circumſtances can affect, whoſe 
_ exiſtence no ſucceſſion of ages can impair; 


who, yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, ſtill 
proclaims of himſelf, 1 AM.“ 


NoTuHING can equal ha abate, 


ſublimity, and force of theſe remarkable 


words. Independency of exiſtence, eter- 


nity of duration, immutability of pur- 
poſe, — nols and truth in keeping 


covenant 


o 
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= covenant and ſhewing mercy, are all con- 
veyed in one little ſentence, © 1 am jj 
TuT TAM.“ Longinus, the celebrated 
critic, has with equal judgment and taſte, 
quoted a well-known paſſage from the 
writings of Moſes, as an inſtance of the 
true ſublime, viz. the firſt words pro- 
nounced by the Creator in the formation 
of the world, © And Gop ſaid, Let there 
| be Light, and there was Light.” Why 
did not Longinus dip deeper into the 
works of this great hiſtorian ; Why did 
he not enrich and embelliſh his own 
beautiful little book, and farther approve 
his exquiſite taſte, by inſerting other paſ- 
ſages from the page of Inſpiration, parti- 
cularly the paſſage under review ? A paſ- 
ſage which Jews, Heathens, and Chrif- 
tians, as one man have conſented to ad- if 
mire. Gs EEK 5 „„ 


o 


Up the ſanction of this moſt awful 
Name, God repeats his commiſſion, re- 
peats his charge, repeats his promiſe of 
ſupport, aſliſtance, and ſucceſs : ſucceſs 
with the elders of Iſrael; ſucceſs with the 


people ; 
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people; ſucceſs againſt Pharaoh.— And | 
yet, Moſes * ſtaggers at this promiſe,” 
although 1t be the promiſe of the Eternal, 
through unbelief !” — What have we 
moſt to wonder at here, The ſtrange in- 

credulity and perverſeneſs of the Propher, 

or the ſingular fidelity and exactneſs of 

the Hiſtorian, in recording his own er- 

rours? Gop had ſaid, „ They Ball 

<< hearken to thy voice:” Yet Moſes | 

: preſumes, in the face of this expreſs de- 
claration, to gainſay, and draw back 

„And Moſes anſwered, and ſaid, But be- 
« hold, they 27% not believe me; nor 

* hearken unto my voice: for they will 
© ſay, The Loxp hath not appeared 

* unto thee.” — Surely the LORD is 
* Gop, and not man, and therefore the 
« children of men are not conſumed.” — 

A man of common ſpirit would here have 
broken off the conference, and left the 
timid, froward ſhepherd to his own folly, 
and permitted him to remain deſtitute of 
the honour which he obſtinately perſe- 
vered to decline. But it pleaſed God to 
ſhew us patience, at leaſt in one inſtance, 
| too 
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* 
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too powerful for unbelief: for his ways 
« are not like our ways, nor his thoughts, 
66 48 Our thoughts.“ 


He who would cure infidelity in others, 
muſt firſt be purged of the old leaven 
himſelf. To effect this in the heart of 
his ſervant Moſes, God vouchſafes to per- 

form miracle upon miracle. He turns 't 
the rod which was in the hand of Moles, bl 
into a ſerpent ; and from a ſerpent to i 
a rod again : in order to intimate to him, 
and to the world, that the moſt harmleſs if 
things become noxious, and the moſt per- i 
nicious things innocent, at his command. 1 | 
|; 
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His hand is in a moment covered with 
leproſy, and in a moment reſtored — to 
ſhew the power of God's holy law, to fix 
guilt upon the ſinner, and of his grace, 
to remove it from the penitent. He is | 
enjoined, and authorized, to perform 1 
theſe ſigns before all Iſrael, in order to 
produce that conviction in them, which 
they had firſt wrought upon his own 
mind. Should theſe ſtill happen to fail, 
he is permitted to go a ſtep farther, Na- 
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ture ſhall ſubmit to a thorough altera- 
tion, rather than the ſeed of faithful 
Abraham continue flaves in Egypt, or 
periſh through unbelief. — Water ſhall 
become blood before their eyes, rather 
than the blood of their innocent children 
be poured out any more, like water upon 
the ground. 


Axp now, furely, Moſes is gained, and 
the work of Gop ſhall no longer ſtand 
ſtill. Alas! the ſullen ſpirit is not yet 
ſubdued. Though forced to retreat, he 
continues to fight as he retires. The 
ſlowneſs of Iſrael to believe, was formerly 
the plea; now his own want of talents 
is urged, in excuſe of his ſtrange back- 
wardneſs and diſobedience. That objec- 
tion, too, is immediately removed, by a 
promiſe of wiſdom and eloquence ſuited 
to the occaſion. The language of the 
Oracle, and the long-ſuffering of the 
Speaker, are miraculous and ſupernatural, 
as all the other circumſtances of the caſe. 
« And the Lox faid unto him; Who 
© hath made man's mouth? or who mak 

eth 


« ſhalt ſay *.” 


«© WonDER, O heavens, 


. LECT. I. ] HISTORY OF MOSES. 79 
eth the dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, 
bod or the blind? have not I the Lord ?— 
BY «© Now therefore go, and I will be with 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou 


and bo aſto- 


« niſhed, O earth!“ This, inſtead of pro- 
ducing humble ſubmiſſion and inſtanta- 


neous compliance, without 


a reaſon and 


without a plea, meets with a direct re- 


fuſal; O my Lord, ſend I pray thee, 
« by the hand of him whom thou wilt 
« ſend.” And now what heart does not 
tremble for fear, that the fire which had 

ſpared the buſh, ſhould wax hot, to puniſh 


the madneſs of the prophet? What pa- 
ſiience can endure ſuch a repetition of in- 


and purify it of its droſs. 


* Exodus iv. 11, 12, 


ſult? The anger of the Lord was kindled 
againſt Moſes; and and what? O it be- 
comes a flame of love to melt his heart, 


The anger 


of the Lord was kindled againſt Moſes, 
« and he ſaid, Is not Aaron the Levite, 
thy brother! ? I know that he can ſpeak 


« well. 


wo. HISTORY OF MOSES, [LECT, 11t. 


« well. And alſo behold, he cometh 


& forth to meet thee; and when he ſeeth 


* thee, he will be glad in his heart.” 
Providence had all this while been pre- 
paring a concluding, a convincing proof 
of power, wiſdom, and goodneſs incon- 
ceivable. Lo, Aaron is already far ad- 
vanced on his way, from Egypt, in ot 
of his brother. 


Tur, after ſo long an interval, 


through a field of ſo many chances, he 


| ſhould at that very inſtant of time ar- 


rive How is it to be accounted for? 


On no other principle but this, the Lord 
is, wonderful in counſel, and excellent 
* in working.“ He ſeeth the end from 
e the beginning.” He ſaith, my coun- 


« ſel] ſhall ſtand, and I will fulfil all my 
te pleaſure.” He doth according to his 


« will in the armies of heaven, and among 

« the inhabitants of the earth. Let every 
knee bow, let every tongue confeſs, let 
9 75 heart adore and love, and ſubmit. 


Mos xs is at n ſubdued; ad we 


ſtand, 


pattern. God, in mercy, . preſerve us 
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ſtand, with aſtoniſhment and joy, to con- 
template the triumph of mercy over 
judgement. God grant we may improve 
the example of his divine patience, as a 


from preſuming upon it, as an encou- 
ragement to offend. And may God bleſs 
what has been ſpoken. Amen. 
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LECTURE W. 
xxoDUs Vi. 9. 


AND MOSES SPAKE SO UNTO THE CHILDREN OF 


ISRAEL; BUT THEY HEARKENED NOT UNTO 
MOSES, FOR ANGUISH OF SPIRIT, AND FOR 


CRUEL BONDAGE. 


iv ERY Nation has, 3 in its ; hiſtory, 
events of peculiar importance, which 
lateſt poſterity is diſpoſed fondly to com- 
memorate. But the memory of remark- 
able deliverances, is neceflarily blended 
with the recollection of heavy diſtreſs, or 


= imminent danger; and whether as men, 


or as citizens, we greatly rejoice, by that 
very joy we expreſsly declare that we, or 
our Fathers, once had cauſe to mourn. 


Perpetual ſunſhine ſuits not the ſtate of 


the natural world; perpetual ſucceſs is 
by no' means favourable either to human 
© 32 RH | happineſs, 


x 
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happineſs, or virtue. Hunger is neceſ- 
ſary to give a reliſh to food ; the gloom 
of winter is the happieſt recommendation 
of the cheerfulneſs and bloom of ſpring. 


We diſcover the value of health by diſ- 
eaſe ; and the bleſſings of peace would 


be but half underſtood, were it not for 
the antecedent anxieties and calamities of 


war. Men therefore act fooliſhly, as 


well as impiouſly, when they charge the 
wiſe, righteous and merciful Governour 
of the World, with careleſsnefs or unkind- 
neſs, becauſe he admits into the ſyſtem 
of his works, or into his moral govern- 


ment of the Univerſe, what ignorance 
calls diſorder, what preſumption cries 


down as unneceſſary, and pride « condemns 
as n 


WI Ar ſo irregular, at firſt fight, = 
always ſo, to the vulgar eye, as the face 
of the li tarry heavens i A handful of little 
ſparks, ſcattered at random in the air!— 


But to the attentive, enquiring, enlight- 


ened ſpirit, the) preſent a vaſt combina- 
tion of worlds, each in its place, every 
one 
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LECT. IV.] HISTORY OF MOSES. = 85 
one moving in its proper orbit; the whole 
poſſeſſing every quality that can, at once, 


excite aſtoniſhment and inſpire delight; 
greatneſs, order, beauty, harmony, uti- 
lity! They preſent excellencies obvious to 


the ſlighteſt obſervation, of the moſt ſhal- 
low underſtanding : Excellencies undiſ- 


coverable by the cloſeſt inveſtigation of 


the moſt penetrating genius. Now, 
clowniſh thoughtleſsneſs and ſtupidity is 


not more incompetent to judge of the 
order and frame of N ature, than paſſion 
and prejudice, by which all men are go- 
verned, are to determine upon the wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs, of the ways of Pro- 
vidence. Every man would have every 


thing bend, to his humour, conveniency, 
indolence or intereſt. This would pro- 
duce, were it permitted, endleſs confuſion 


and miſery ; did not God over-rule and 
| employ the activity and the indolence, the 
. ſenſeleſs caprices and the jarring intereſts 


of men, to execute his purpoſes, and 


without their intention, nay in ſpite of 


their efforts, make them productive of 
regularity, ſtability and happineſs. 


G3 In 
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Ix contemplating, therefore, agents 

: and events, thoſe of which we have heard : Ft 
and read, or thoſe which we ſee, and in 
which we are concerned, the only road to 
compoſure and improvement, is, to con- 
ſider the whole, as the work of a ſupreme, : 
intelligent, almighty, i inviſible Agent, Who 
is carrying on a plan which we compre- ö 1 
hend not, or underſtand only in part; 
and who, from all that we can know of i 
him, from nature, from experience, and | 
from revelation, takes delight in ſhewing = 
mercy and doing good; but Who, in the | © 

| exerciſe of even theſe gracious preroga- W 
| 7 tives, governs not himſelf by the partial . ; 
#3 lights, haſty conceptions, and contracted = | 
d | 


? 
o 
1 
3 
s } 
: 
o 
[1 


views of ignorant, erring men, but bf 
his own all- - comprehending intelligence, 
all - pervading benignity, all - ſubduing | z 1 
„ love. F 


"Is, in that portion of ancient hiſtory, 
3 which is now to come under our con- . 
ſideration, we obſerve Providence treating 2 — 
one nation with uncommon ſeverity, and 1 
another with indulgence altogether as ſin- 

gular, 


— — — — 
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| gular, we are to regard the parties, not as 
they are in themſelves, or in relation to 
| : each other, but in their relation to Gop, 
and to mankind in general; as an impot= 
tant link in the great chain of Providence; 
as ſerving and inſtructing the human 
race, to the end of the world. The per- 
verſeneſs and unbelief of Moſes met with 
pity and forgiveneſs, and were cured by a 
gſeries of miracles. The impiety and un- 
: belief of Pharaoh meet with reſentment 
and puniſhment; and were even confirm- 
ed and ftrengthened, by a moſt awful 
ſeries of miracles; not for the fake of 
Moſes and Pharaoh merely, but to illuſ- 
© trate, in the eyes of the whole world, the 
= goodneſs and ſeverity of Gop; the wiſ- [ 
| dom and ſafety of repentance and ſub- fi 
miſſion on the one hand, the madneſs 1 
and danger of impenitence on the other. = 
Egypt was plagued, and Iſrael ſaved, that 
= violence and cruelty might be awakened 4 
1 to ſee the naked fword of Juſtice, ſuſpend- —̃ 
ed by a ſingle hair over its guilty throat; 
and that miſery and depreſſion 8 find 
«refuge from deſpair. 
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88 _ HISTORY OF MOSES. [LECT. 1, 

We have ſeen with what ſolemnity the 
commiſſion to Moſes, for the deliverance 
of Ifrael, was granted, and the awful Seal 
which was appended to it: even the great 
and fearful name, Jenovan, © I AN 
„ THaT I Au.“ We have ſeen the 
backwardneſs, irreſolution, and timidity 
of the prophet, in undertaking an em- 
ployment ſo flattering to ambition, ſo de- 
firable to the ſpirit of patriotiſm, ſo ele- 
vating to a mind awake to the influence 
of religion. We have ſeen the goodneſs 
and condeſcenſion of Gop, in deigning, 


by repeated exertions of power and 


mercy, to remove the ſcruples, and level 
the objections of incredulity and fear. 
And we have ſeen Aaron, the brother of 
Moſes, providentially conducted, to the 
ſpot, and at the moment, to eſtabliſh a 
belief, in the Divine power and veracity, 
to confirm the wavering trembling ſoul: 
and conſtituted to a ſhare of the dili- 
gence, difficulty, danger and glory of the 
- Wuſtrious enterprize. 


"Ponoz's then, two plain old men, one 
— of 


— 
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of cighty, and the other of cighty-three f 
years old, ſetting out from the deſarts of 


Arabia, on an undertaking, to human 
reaſon, the moſt wild and romantic that 
ever was attempted: to perſuade, or to 
_ conſtrain, one of the moſt powerful 
_ princes of the world, to enfranchiſe, nay 
to diſmiſs, the tenth part of his moſt va- 
luable and uſeful ſubjects! And how are 
they provided for this vaſt undertaking ? 
The pleas of reaſon, the powers of elo- 
quence, the calls of humanity, the claims 
of juſtice, it is well known, make but a fee- 
ble impreſſion on the hearts of kings, 
when their pride, ambition, or intereſt 
oppoſe. . For ſuch a vaſt multitude to 
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ſlip away by ſtealth, is impoſſible; and to If 
think of forcing an eſcape from a power = 
ſo greatly ſuperior 1 is raſhneſs and ruin. #1 
When men engage in hazardous and dif- 55 


ficult expeditions, they levy armies, ac- 
cumulate treaſure, provide magazines, 
ſtrengthen themſelves with alliances. But 
when Gop addreſſes himſelf to action, we 
behold no apparatus, no effort. Is an 
univerſe to ftart out of nothing? Gop 

. 288 ſpeaks, 


— 
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« ſpeaks, and it is done.“ Is a ſun to 
ariſe, and light to ſhine ? Gop ſays, Let 
« there be light.” Is a great nation to be 
ſubdued, and a little one aſſerted into li- 
berty? Our eyes are directed, not to a 
general, at the head of a mighty hoſt, 
but to a ſhepherd, with his crook in his 


hand, 


Bor the commands of Heaven break 
not in upon the ſacred duties, and the 
virtuous charities of private life. The 


charge given to Moſes was prefling, the 


object moſt important, and the authority 


under which it was iſſued, ſupreme; but 
yet he is permitted, to return for a little 


while, to attend to the calls of nature, of 
gratitude; to the gentle claims of filial pie- 


ty, of conjugal and paternal affection. He 


went back to his father-in-law, to ac- 


knowledge his protection, hoſpitality and 
kindneſs to him when a ſtranger: to in- 
form him of the extraordinary commiſ- 


fion he had juſt received, and. the ne- 
ceſſity he was thereby laid under, of im- 
mndlatel y entering upon the execution of 

| it; 
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it; to obtain his conſent for this purpoſe, 
and to alk his paternal benediction. Re- 
ligion is in a happy ſtate in the ſoul of 
that man, who has learned to unite and 
reconcile the views and purſuits of the 
citizen, with thoſe of the private man; 
who pleads not the performance of 
one duty, as an excuſe for the omiſ- 
= fion of another; whoſe life exhibits 
every moral and divine principle in ac- 
tion, every one in his ſeaſon, every one 
in his place. How ſimple and affection- 
ate the diſmiſſion which honeſt Raguel 
gave to Moſes, compared to that 75 the 
felfiſn, rapacious Laban to Jacob * — 
Go in peace!“ ſays Raguel; an adieu 
expreſſive, at once, of ſubmiſſion to the 
will of Providence, and of affection to his 
ſon- in- law, mixed with regret at the 
| thought of parting with him. 


Ir pleaſed Gop again to confirm the 
confidence of Moſes, by aſſuring him that 
all who had ever harboured a deſign 
againſt his life, were now dead; and that 
5 nothing therefore remained, but to ad- 
i | dreſs 
6 Genel xxxi. 26; &c. 
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92 HISTORY OF MOSES, [rzer. Iv, 
dreſs himfelf boldly to his great work. 0 
Accompanied with his wife and two ſons, b 
| he leaves the land of Midian, and pro- i 
| ceeds towards Egypt. 0 
| F 
Om this journey, a very extraordinary , 
| incident occurs: but the conciſeneſs of g 
| the ſacred hiſtory leaves it involved in BW , 
| much darkneſs and difficulty. Gop had 
bleſſed him with two ſons in Midian, 1 i 
whom, in compliance with the com- l 
mandment of Gop, and as a ſon of Abra- 0 
ham, he ought to have circumciſed on the : 
eighth day from their birth. This how- 1 
ever, either for want of the proper miniſ- | l 
ter, from inattention, or out of impro- \ 
per reſpect to the feelings or prejudices of | 
Zipporah his wife, or ſome other reaſon £ 
that appears not, had been hitherto 1 
wholly neglected; and thereby his chil- . 
dren, the younger at leaſt, through his i 
neglect, ſeems to have incurred the : 
dreadful penalty denounced, by the terms 1 
| of the covenant, againſt uncircumciſed a 
perſons, that of being cut off from his i 


people.“ This puniſhment God ſeems 
| diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed to exact at the hand of Moſes 
himſelf, who was indeed the guilty perſon, 
by attacking him either with a threaten- 
ing bodily diſtemper, by remorſe of con- 
ſcience for his criminal neglect, by the 
appearance of an avenging angel, or ſome 
other ſenſible token of diſpleaſure. But 
the difficulty is, Why the conduct of 
E Moſes, in this reſpect, was never called in 
= queſtion before? Why he was not purged 
of this guilt, before he was honoured at 


all with the divine commiſſion ? Why 


the precept was inforced upon a journey, 


and at an inn, where the operation could 
be performed leſs commodiouſſy, and was 


accompanied with ſome degree of danger? 
What could Zipporah mean when ſhe re- 
proached Moſes as © a bloody huſ- 
% band ?”—The paſſage is evidently inve- 
loped in much obſcurity ; and probably 
with deſign. Inſtead of curiouſly enquir- 
ing! into its hidden meaning, an attempt 
yain and unprofitable, we may, by the 


bleſſing of God, learn from it, more than 
one 3 leſſon, neither obſcure, nor 


unimportant; and this, no doubt, the 
Sp lit 


as nistory or Mosrs. [Ltcr, tv, 
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Spirit of Gop principally intended. The 
firſt is, that no circumſtances of pru- 
dence or conveniency can ever be, with 
' propriety, urged as a diſpenſation with a 
clearly commanded duty, Secondly, that 
as there may be a ſinful undervaluing of 
the feelings, prejudices, and inclinations 
of our near and dear relations, ſo there 
may be a ſinful tenderneſs for, and com- 
pliance with them, to the neglect of 
Gop's known and declared will, and at 
the riſque of falling under his juſt cen- 
ſure. Thirdly, that he who is to be the 
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interpreter of the law to others, ought in 
: all points to be blameleſs, and in all 
| things conformed to the law himſelf. 
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To which we may add yet a fourth, not 

of leſs importance than any of theſe; 
namely: that when Gop has procured the 

proper reſpect to his revealed will, the 

controverſy between him and the offender 
is at an end, the object of his government 

being not ſo much to avenge himſelf, as 
to amend the criminal. 


— 


/ 


Tanis ſcene of domeſtic danger and ail. 
L es, treſs 
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g 5 treſs is ſpeedily followed by another, of a 
Tz pleaſanter kind, namely, the interview be- 

tween the two brothers, in the wilderneſs ; 

an interview attended with many circum- 

| ſtances to render it mutually intereſting 
and ſatisfactory. It muſt have been highly 
gratifying to Moſes, after living forty years 
among ſtrangers, to meet his own brother, 
to receive particular information concern- 
ing his family and nation; and to com- 
municate to a friendly ear, the know- 

| tedge of his own ſituation during fo long 
an interval. What muſt it have been, 


on the other hand, to Aaron, to learn | 
from the mouth of his brother, the great 1 
deſigns of Providence reſpecting them- | 
fſelyes, and their people? With what over= | | 
flowings of heart would they mingle =_ 


their ſighs and tears! With what ardour [i 
would their united prayers, and vows, 
| and praiſes aſcend to heaven? How con- = 
| firmed the faith, how forward the zeal f |} 
each, ſtrengthened and ſtimulated by that 
of the other! They go on their way re- 
joicing; they are following yy and | 
ay mult proſper. 8 5 I | } 
L Moszs 
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Mosxs had found the evidence of his 
divine miſſion completed, in the oppor- 


tune arrival of his brother Aaron, ac- 
cording to the declaration of the Oracle 
at the buſh; and he ſoon finds a reſolu- 
tion of his firſt doubt, in the very en- 


trance upon the diſcharge of his office. 


Compare the firſt, and the two laſt 


verſes of this 4th chapter, and ſee what 
a contraſt they form to one another. 


„And Moſes anſwered, and ſaid, But, 


* behold, they will not believe me, nor 


<« hearken unto, my voice: for they will 
* ſay, The Lord hath not appeared unto 


© thee.” —*< And Aaron ſpoke all the 


words which the Loxp had ſpoken un- 
* to Moſes, and did the ſigns in the fight 


* of the people. And the people believed: 


« And when they heard that the Lord 

had viſited the children of Iſrael, and 
„ that he had looked upon their afflic- 
« tion, then they bowed their heads, 


« and worſhipped.” The. tremendous 


Name JEHOVAH affixed as a fignet 


to the record, and vouching its authority 
by ſign upon ſign, quickly produces be- 
lief; 
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lief; and inſpires gratitude and joy, cor- 

rected by reverence and godly fear. $0 

far, then, the way is cleared, and Moſes 
zs no longer rejected, as an upſtart and 
intruder, as preſuming to take upon 
himſelf the office of prince and judge 
5 over his brethren. 


Eb: Bor this 18 the ſmalleſt difficulty in 
the way. Who does not eagerly cleave to 
the proſpect of returning liberty? Men 
believe things incredible, attempt things 
impoſſible, endure things intolerable, 
when freedom, precious freedom is the 
object. No wonder then, that oppreſſed, — h 
3 | groaning Iſrael ſhould greedily liſten to 
the voice of this heavenly charmer. But 5 
3 the grand difficulties are yet behind. Ih 
. Their fetters will not fall off by a wiſh, 1 5 1 
Their fond deſires dictate not the edicts - 4 
Jof Pharaoh. The ſmarting of the ſtrokes . 1 
7 of their taſk-maſters whips, are not to be 1 
conjured away by a ſound. The queſtion 
is not, Will Iſrael believe; but, Will the 
6 king of Egypt comply? Every ſtep Moſes 
Iadrances, he finds a new and growing 
Vor. III. H proof 
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| | proof of the truth and faithfulneſs of 4 h 
| Gop. For the fame mouth, which de- v 
| cClared concerning the children of Iſrael, 3 I 
„they ſhall hearken unto thy voice, © 
declared concerning Pharaoh, I am t! 
« ſure that the king of Egypt will not t! 
let you go, no not by a mighty hand.” ir 
1 The faith and obedience of the one, there- tl 
fore, and the inſolence and pride of the & 
other, equally and conjointly demon- 
ſtrated to Moſes, that the Lord had ſpoken 
unto him, 
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A up, therefore, with a command 
from on high, confident of the goodneſs of 
their cauſe, and exalted above the fear of 5 

man, Moſes and his brother advance bold- 5 
ly into the preſence of the king, and make 
8 | their requiſition, in theſe lofty and majeſ- 
= tic words, “ Thus faith the Loxp Gon [1 
„of Iſrael, Let my people go, that the) 5 
« may Bold A feaſt unto me in the wil- z 
be derneſs.” * 
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- In ſome a ancient t Jewiſh fragmente ve 
1 bar, 
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hare an account of four miracles, by 
which Moſes ſignalized his entrance into 
Egypt. Firſt, he made fire to iſſue out 
of the earth, in the eyes of all Iſrael, and 
thereby produced confidence in him, as 
their deliverer, Secondly, being ſhut up 
in priſon, by order of Pharaoh, he broke 
the bars, burſt open the gates, ſtruck the 
guards with death, and releaſed himſelf. 
Thirdly, he pronounced in the ears of 1 
the king, the name of JEHOVAH—at 
the ſound of which, that prince became ” 
deaf, and after a certain interval, reco= _ I! 
vered his hearing through the interpoſi- | 
tion of him who had taken it away. 
Fourthly, by the ufe of the ſame awful — 
Name, he deprived all the Egyptian | 
prieſts of ſenſe and motion. To this the — 
Rabbins add, that on entering the palace 4 
of the tyrant, he was ſuddenly clothed 
with a dreadful form, and a countenance. 
bright and majeſtic, like that of an angel; 
But, we have no need to reſort to fancy, 
1 for a deſcription of the magnificence of 
the ſcene, neither is there reaſon to ſup- 
4 poſs that any part of the glory of Moſes 
; H 2 conſiſted 5 
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100 HISTORY or MOSES. [1xer. . 
| 22 boy WW at 
conſiſted in perſonal luſtre. His Em- ; 
ployer, and his errand, lend him ſuffi- | 
8 cient dignity and importance, without . > 


the glare which dazzles the eye. P 
WnũarzvzR were the outward ap- a 
pearance of Moſes, his meſſage, we know, 5 
was treated by Pharaoh with inſolence and 1 
contempt, in theſe words; Who 1s the 1 
Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice, to : 
let Ifrael go? I know not the Lord, a 
neither will I let Iſrael go.” We are F 
not to conclude that Pharaoh was an 
atheiſt, from his uſing this impious lan- ; 


_ guage, No: Egypt was a country whol- | F- , 
ly given to ſuperſtition: a land which had 


multiplied deities to itſelf. It was Jeno- N 
van whom he ſcorned to acknowledge. 

It was the God of Iſrael whom he de- 
ſpiſed. He judged of the power of their 1 
Patron and Protector, from their own f 

N preſent forlorn condition, | Y 
Tur methods which Moſes and Aaron ; 
employed, to obtain the end of their miſ- : 


fion, is a beautiful, an inſtructive, and 
8 oy e an 


4 
_ 
CLE 


ver. . 
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an alarming repreſentation, of the con- 
duct of Providence, toward ſinners in 
general. They begin with delivering a 
plain meſſage, in the name of their Maſ- 
ter. Being repulſed, they proceed to 


argue and expoſtulate. A deaf ear being 
turned to the voice of reaſon and huma- 


nity, they have recourſe to more extraordi- 
nary proofs of the weight and authority of 
their commiſſion; proofs which, indeed, 


mark an Almighty arm; but an arm 


ſtretched out, to convince, not to cruſh. 


A bold defiance being given to Omnipo- 


tence; what other method of working 
conviction, and of procuring reſpect is 


left, but to let it fall with all ! its dreadful | 
weight on the head of the defier? 


IT happened to Iſrael, as it often does 


to men ſtruggling to get free from the 
preſſure of calamity ; their efforts only 
ſerve to plunge them deeper in the mire; 
and it happened to Moſes and Aaron, as 


it ſometimes befals men, actuated by a ſimi- 


lar good intention, but with leſs title and 
encouragement, their interference hurts 


H thoſe 
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thoſe whom it was meant to ſerve; and 
they have the mortification of ſeeing the 
miſeries of their poor brethren cruelly in- 
creaſed, through what might be deemed 
their own zeal and officiouſneſs. The 
_ inflexible tyrant avenges himſelf, for the 
freedom taken with the king of Egypt, 
by perſons fo low and contemptible, upon 
the bleeding ſhoulders of thouſands of 
wretches, who could not redreſs them- 
ſelves, and who durſt not complain. Mi- 
ferable co! ndition indeed ! where the ca- 
price of one man determines the fate of 
millions ! Happy the nation, where not 
men, but laws, govern! 


PROVIDENCE, in this inſtance, ſeems 
reſolved to try how far ſavage cruelty, 
and patient ſuffering can go; but ready 
to interfere in both, when they have 
come to the extreme. Ifrael is not pre- 


pared for ſalvation, till the cup of woe is 


kull, and deliverance is deſpaired of, from 


every quarter fave heaven: and Pharaoh 
feels not the rod of Gov's anger, till, 


having filled up the meaſure of his 1 ini- 
© quity, 
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quity, hardened, his heart againſt Go, 


and againſt man, poured contempt upon 


mercy, ,and braved infinite juſtice, he ex- 
alts himſelf into an awful monument, to 

every impenitent ſinner, of the deſperate 

madneſs of fighting with his Maker. 


Moss is ready to fink afreſh, under 
this cruel diſappointment. The reproaches 
of the unhappy ſufferers, called, forced, 
laſhed into labour, beyond what their 
ſtrength could bear, cut him to the 
heart, and again he ſhrinks from the taſk 


= which nfo pee 01 ON him: and in theſe 


= out the anguiſh of his ſoul before the 
Lord, « Wherefore haſt thou fo evil in- 


< treated this people ? why is it that thou 
* haſt ſent me? For ſince I came to 
« Pharaoh, to ſpeak in thy name, he 


„ hath done evil to this people, neither 
_* haſt thou delivered. thy an at all.” 


Tuus fas has flowed the angry tide of 
proud imperial paſſion; and thus low has 
ebbed, the trembling, retreating {ſtream of 

H Z baffled 


— -- 


— — EPP 


the ſanction of his name as the Lob 


rity were, henceforth, to know him by 
another name, and under a new deſcrip- 
tion; even, the incommunicable, unut- 
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baffled. expectation. And now, „It is a 
a time; Lord, that thou work!“ To the 
one he ſaith, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, 1 
but no farther, and here ſhall thy 
xe proud waves be ſtayed.” | P o the 
other, © Return, and fill all thy chan- 
Lad nels, and overflow all thy banks,” 


Tur angel of the Lord begins, with 
re- aſſurin g Moſes himſelf, by a recapitula- 
tion of the tenour of the covenant made 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, under 


2. ured — — 


God ALMicaTyY. In all theſe wander- 
ings, weakneſſes and diſtreſſes, they had 
been encouraged to truſt 1 m a Being, om 5 
nipotent, to protect them; all-ſufficient, 
to ſupply their wants. But their poſte- 


gd — — Wd 


rerable Name, which denotes eternal, 
unchangeable, Self - exiſtence; deriving 


jo * 
„ 
. 


nothing from any, but ronferring upon 1 
all, life, and breath, and all things; 1 
who is above all, through all, and in 0 


all 
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all; ** the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
« for-ever;” and, of conſequence, true to 
his word, faithful in keeping covenant, 
unalterable in his decrees ! ! 


UNDER the ſeal of WO moſt tremen- 
dous, moſt animating, and inſpiring 
Name, Moſes 1s again diſpatched to the 
people, with the aſſurance of a ſpeedy, an 
inſtantaneous appearance in their behalf. 
But alas! their ſpirit is broken, by the long 
continuance, and accumulated weight, of 
their calamities. They have been diſap- 
pointed ſo often, that they can believe, can 


hope, no longer; and the meſſage deliver- 8 
ed by Moſes, is like a charming ſong upon li 
the ear of a deaf, or a dead man. He is 


ſent from the people to Pharaoh, with a 
repetition of the demand of Heaven upon 


him. But alas! the meſſenger himſelf has Ne. 
caught the deſponding ſpirit of the un- {| 
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= happy men whom he had been laſt viſit- 
ing: and the heart of Pharoah has not 
in the leaft relented. Heaven ſeems to 
have interpoſed ſomewhat too late; the 
cauſe «ans loſt, —Let us judge nothing 
—— 


- 
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zatbly; let us not judge before the time, 
Let us humbly and patieatly wait the 
iſſue, and then ie if We As if 
we can. 


 — Mosts at the buſh, ſaw Gop, under 
the appearance of a flame of fire; but no 
man can fee Gop and live. No man 
«« hath ſeen Gop, at any time: the only 
*© begotten ſon, which is in the boſom of 
« the father, he hath declared him.” 
The deliverer of Iſrael needed, himſelf, ta 
be nurtured and prepared for the dil. 
charge of his high office; but the Saviour 
of a loſt world, entered upon the execu- 
tion of his infinitely more arduous taſk, 
every way qualified to bring it to a happy 
concluſion, —The jewiſh Lawgiver ſtood 
. himſelf condemned by the law, and was 
a partaker with others, in guilt and tranſ- 
greſſion; the Chriſtian Leader was holy, 
«© harmleſs, and undefiled.” — Moſes un- 
dertook the work aſſigned to him, {lowly 
and reluctantly; but, O with what readi- 
neſs did the friend of mankind preſs for- 
ward to the perfecting of his kind deſign; 
«Cc LO 
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Lo I come: in the volume of the book _ i 
« it is written of me: I delight to do thy lj 
will, O my God: yea, thy law is fl 
| : within my heart*.” I have a bap- 
W <« tiſm to be baptized with, and how am 

I ſtraitened till it be accompliſhed? "+ 
And yet there was no ſhame, no pain, no 
croſs in the way of Moſes; whereas the 
Captain of ſalvation was to be“ made 
perfect through ſufferings ;” neverthe- 
leſs he advanced undiſmayed to the com- 
bat. With deſire, I have deſired to eat 
*« this paſſover with you before I ſuffer 3.” 
—Moſes frequently reſiled from the con- 
flict, ſhrunk from the difficulty and dan- 
ger, failed in the hour of trial; but our 
great leader and commander went on 

* conquering and to conquer; turned 
not back; deſiſted not from doing and 
0 from ſuffering, till he could ſay, « Tf is 
= © fniſbed.” The Sun of righteouſneſs ſhin- 

eth in his ſtrength, let every ſtar hide his 

& diminiſhed head. To him be ory for 
ever and ever, Amen. 


a) 


, Palm x. . 8. + Luke xii, 50. f Ib. xxii. 15. 
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WJ „ 
EXODUS vi. I. 
THEN THE LORD SAID UNTO MOSES, NOW SHALT 


THOU SEE WHAT I WILL DO UNTO PHARAOH ; 
FOR WITH A STRONG HAND SHALL HE LET 


THEM GO, AND WITH A STRONG HAND SHALL 


Ax DRIVE THEM OUT or HIS LAND» 


H E hiſtory of the Divine conduct 8 


is the beſt illuſtration of the nature 
of . Do we deſire to know what the 


supreme Being is? We have but to con- 
ſider what he does. Are we anxious to 


be ſatisfied of the truth of the declara- 
tions made by the great Jexovan con- 


cerning himſelf in his word ? Let us com- 


pare them with the hiſtory and experi- 


= ence of men in every age. The proofs of 
= the divine goodneſs and mercy are written 
in characters ſo fair, and are ſo frequently 

preſented to our view, that not to obſerve 


them 
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run. 


EXODUS vi. 1. 


= THEN THE LORD SAID UNTO MOSES, NOW SHALT 

4 THOU SEE WHAT I WILL DO UNTO PHARAOH ; 

FOR WITH A STRONG HAND SHALL HE LET 
THEM GO, AND WITH A STRONG HAND SHALL 
HE DRIVE THEM OUT OF HIS LAND. 


HE hiſtory of the Divine conduct 

is the beſt illuſtration of the nature 
of Gop. Do we deſire to know what the 
Supreme Being is:? We have but to con- 
ſider what he does. Are we anxious to 
be ſatisfied of the truth of the declara- 
tions made by the great JEHovan con- 
cerning himſelf in his word? Let us com- 
pare them with the hiſtory and experi- 
ence of men in every age. The proofs of 
the divine goodneſs and mercy are written 
An characters ſo fair, and are ſo frequently 
preſented to our view, that not to obſerve 
them 
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them muſt argue the graſſeſt ſtupidity 
and inattention; and not to acknowledge, 
love, and adore the glorious ſource of 
that unbounded goodneſs, muſt argue the 
blackeſt ingratitude. When the Lord 


makes himſelf known by the judemcnts 


which he executes ; we fee him advancing, 
to uſe the ideas, and the language of men, 
with flow and reluctant ſteps. When 


miſery 1s to be reheved, benefits conferred, 


or ſins forgiven, the bleſſing outruns ex- 
pectation, nay even deſire. But, when 
the wicked are to be puniſhed, juſtice 
ſeems to regret the neceflity, under which 
it is laid, to maintain itſelf, and the ſinner 
is not deſtroyed till, to his own convic- 
tion, his condemnation is acquitted of 
unrighteouſueſs; and, till every thing 
around him calls for vengeance. 


Tur wickedneſs of the old world was 


ſo great, that Gop is ſaid to have re- 


£6 pented that he had made man.“ Never- 


theleſs after God had threatened to de- 


ſtroy the human race with a deluge, a 
reprieve of many years is | granted, to af- 
ford 


[LzeT: V. 
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ford ſpace and means for. averting the | 
* calamity, by repentance. Abraham was 
permitted, nay encouraged, to intercede = 
for the ſinful, the devoted cities of the il 
plain of Jordan ; and the righteouſneſs of | 
ſo ſmall a number as foe perſons would 925 l 
have ſaved the whole people of thoſe re- 8 i 
gions. The nations of Canaan were not = | 
expelled, to make way for Iſrael, till the | 
meaſure of their iniquity was full; and | 


the haughty ſpirit of Pharaoh was not 

brought low, by wonder upon wonder, 

by plague upon plague, till he had har- 

dened his heart againſt the power of God, 
= and the ſufferings of men, and thereby 
made himſelf a veſſel of wrath fitted 
= < for deſtruction.“ 


Tux awful ſcene which we are this 
night to contemplate, is, in more reſpects 
than one, ſingular, and unexampled. We 

are not only preſented with a ſeries of 
miracles, a demonſtration of the tremen- 
dous power of Almighty Gop, but, what 
is till more extraordinary, they are a ſeries 
of miracles, all marked with uncommon 

3 rigour 


— —— — —EñPÿF—— — — 


— —ͤ—— 
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fary, But a deaf ear being turned to 
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rigour and ſeverity. The wiſe and righte- 
6us. Governour of the world ſeems, in 


this inſtance, to have deviated from the 
uſual lenity of his proceeding ; as if de- 


termined to make men tremble before 
him, and to ſtand in awe of his power 
and juſtice, as well as to hope in his 


mercy. 


Moss and Aaron, though their 
former embaſſy to Pharaoh had met with 
a reception ſo mortifying to themſelves, 


and ſo fatal to their afflicted brethren, are 


obliged and encouraged at God's com- 
mand, to undertake a ſecond. And the 
| haughty tyrant having dared to reject the 


firſt, as delivered in the name of an un- 


known God, they are now furniſhed with 
credentials, which carried their own au- 


thority on their foreheads, and which 
were calculated to convince every thing 


but rooted infidelity, of the Divine power, 
by which they were iſſued. Firſt, they 
make reaſon ſpeak, And had Pharaoh been 


wiſe, no other monitor had been neceſ- 


that 
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chat meek and heavenly charmer, it be- 
comes needful to employ a ſtronger and 
more forcible language. Being again in- 
troduced, they again deliver their meſſage, 
and are again treated with fcorn. Aaron, | 
as he was commanded, having the rod of ö 
d od in his hand, caſts it upon the ground 
before Pharaoh and his court, and lo! it 
inſtantly becomes animated; it is con- 
verted into a ſerpent, armed with deadly 
WY poiſon, When Moſes firſt beheld this 
| ſtrange ſight, he was afraid, and would 
have fled :” but Pharaoh appears not 
in the leaſt alarmed. The ſame fire melts | 
wax, and hardens clay; the ſame doctrine — 
is the favour of life unto life, in them 0 
that believe, and of death unto death, in | 
E them that periſh. | "| 


= Sow interpreters have alledged, that 
this transformation was not only mira- 
culous, but emblematical: and, that it 
vas intended to humble this tyrannical 
* ſanguinary prince, by exhibiting a 
Jrepreſentation of his own character, and 
f his ſubſerviency to the power of that 
Vor. II . I God 


eee re am . — 


— — ey Gas — 
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God, whom he had preſumed to defy. 


What a ſudden and ſtriking. change, 


through the permiſſion of Providence, 


takes place! A harmleſs rod, or ſhep- 


herd's crook, the emblem of mild, wiſe 


and good government, is changed into a 


poiſonous ſnake, the emblem of cruelty 
and oppreſſion. And lo, at the divine 
pleaſure, the poiſon is again extracted, 


the deadly tooth is plucked out; and the 
fiery ſerpent becomes a: harmleſs: rod 
again. And thus, in general, affiifive 


providences are either the gentle rod of a 
wiſe father to admoniſh, to correct, and to 

reform: or the keen two- edged ſword of 
an adverſary, to cleave aſunder, to devour, 


and to deſtroy. Whether this were in- 


tended or not, it is evident Pharaoh un- 


derſtood it not, or diſregarded it. And, 
as infidelity is always deſirous of fortify- 


ing itſelf by ſomething that has the ſem- 
blance of reaſon: and, while it pretends to 
doubt of every thing, is, in truth, the 


moſt ſimple and credulous principle in 


the world, Pharaoh affects to treat the 
mel which was wrought by Moſes: -and 
Aaron, 
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E checked 1 in their very firſt attempt 7 Why 
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Aaron, as 1 mere trick, a a feat of ne necro- 
mancy. or magic. He calls for ſuch of 


his own people as profeſſed theſe arts, to 


confront them with the Iſraelitiſh ankbat- 
ados; ; in order to oppoſe Kill to kill, 
and to diminiſh the reſpect and attention 


claimed by Moſes and Aaron, to their 


miſſi ion, and to their God, by ſhewing 
fin milar, or equal ſigns, performed by 
Jannes and Jambres, the votaries of an 


Egyptian deity. 


Tu magicians confidently undertake 


the taſk, and, through the permiſſion. of 
heaven, partly ſucceed. Their rods; caſt 
upon the ground, likewiſe become fer= 


pents. The heart of Pharaoh exults, and 
the magicians of Egypt laugh the jewiſh 


* XY Ft.P 


ſhepherds to ſcorn. But the triumph « of 


t unbelief | 18 only for a moment. Aaron' J 


rod, in it's ſerpent ſtate, ſwallowed up 
their rods. Reaſoning, man will aſk, 
Why were not impiety and infidelity 


: 


were the demons of bebt left 1 in e 


#, 4 *% 
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to oppoſe, or to imitate, the mighty 
power of Gov ? Why grant to Pharaoh, 
=. and to his magicians, even the momen- 


tary triumph of their incantations ? The 
| ' reaſon is obvious. Had the Egyptian in- 


| cChantments been attended with no ſucceſs, 
| and produced no effect, infidelity would 
have had its plea at hand. © Your pre- 

tended miracle is mere illuſion, it is an 

attempt to miſlead our underſtanding, by 

impoſing upon our ſenſes. Though we 

cannot produce this particular effect, or 

perform this particular trick, by our art, 

we can effect wonders equally, or much 

more, aſtoniſhing.” But, by being permit- 

ted to ſucceed in their firſt effort, and to 

rival Moſes and Aaron, fo far, in power 

and reputation, they are inſenſibly drawn 

in to give their ſanction to the ſign per- 

formed by the Hebrews, for the ſake of 

their own credit; and no ſooner is it 

ſtamped for currency, with their image 

and ſuperſcription, than. they, and their 

abettors, are confounded, by ſeeing the 

wretched impreſſion of their art effaced, 

abſorbed, annihilated; and no image re- 

mains 
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mains viſible, but that of the Kving and 
true God. The Power which ſwallowed 
up the magicians rods, could as eaſily 
have prevented the tranſmutation; but the 
confutation is much more complete by the 
one, than it would have been by the other. 
Impiety has ſhut her own mouth, and in- 
fidelity ſtands ſtripped of her laſt and 
only plea. 


An opportunity is here preſented, of 


inſtituting an inquiry, which has greatly | 
employed, and violently divided, the ö 
learned and ingenious; namely, Whether | 

the ſupernatural effects, here, and elſe- 1 
where in Scripture, aſcribed to the agency _ i 

of demons and malignant ſpirits, through | 
the practice of magical arts, were real | 
miracles, that is, alterations of the known 


and eſtabliſhed laws of nature, by the 
permiſſion of God ; or, only dexterous 
impoſitions, practiſed by ſubtle artiſts, on 
the ſimple and credulous, giving the ap- 
pearance of reality, to what had no ex“ | 
iſtence? We ſhall not take "rh GT 
determine, whether of theſe two opi- 
ee I 3 nions, 
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nigns, is moſt conformable to *reaſon, 
and to the analogy. of faith. But the op- 
ortunity having offered, we ſhall take 
the liberty of ſuggeſting ſome conſidera- 
tions, tending! leſs to ſettle the queſtion, 
than to ſhew that, perhaps, it is not ca- 
pable of a ſolution. But our grand aim 
ſhall be to ſhew, that, which ever fide 
men are pleaſed to take, the miracles 
wrought in ſupport of truth, through the 
agency of the Author of all good, preſerve 
all their ſuperiority, and the truth Welt 
ſhines, | in. all its Mis. N 
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5 Arm: : rſt, ic: we try the cauſe by 
the Letter of the narration of Moſes, it 
will immediately ſtrike every reader, that 
theſe extraordinary feats were actually 
produced by the power of the devil: The 
hiſtory relates the change that paſſed on 
the magicians' rods, 1 in the ſelf-fame terms 
which deſcribe the tranſoutation | of 
Aaron' 83 and the name given to theſe ex- 


ecrable men, is 1 arge that Nie to 


. the wicked one. On the other hand, Be 
113 — | | know, 
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know, that Scripture, in deſcribing natural 


objects, uſually accommodates itſelf to the 


prevailing notions of the ages, and na- 
tions, in which the inſpired authors lived 
and wrote; that it condeſcends even to 


adopt the language, the ideas, and the 
prejudices of the vulgar; and, that it em- 
ploys, not the accurate language and juſt 
ideas of philoſophy, but thoſe of common 
life, in treating the greateſt and moſt im- 
portant ſubjects. We thence conclude, 


that whether the inchantments of the ma- 
gicians produced real miracles, or were 
deceptions merely, the Spirit of Gop 
would certainly have narrated the fact, 


in the ſelf-· ſame terms. From the letter 


of the Sacred Hiſtory, therefore, we can 


draw no concluſive argument, for either 
ſide of the queſtion, 


WE ral have equal FO to ſuſpend 


our judgment, if we try, ſecondly, to de- 


cide it, by the relations tranſmitted to us, 


from various ages and regions of the 
world, concerning real or ſeeming in- 
chantments. It would. NA, be as 

cr EATS 7 > difficult 


—— IE rn ITS 
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difficult to perſuade the men of our own 
age, that ſuch a thing as witchcraft ever 
exiſted, as 1t would have been, to con- 
vince our anceſtors in ſome former ages, 
that moſt of the effects aſcribed to Satan 
and his agents, had no foundation, but 
in the cunning, dexterity and knavery of 
one part of mankind, practiſing on the 
ignorance, credulity and ſimplicity of 
another. But, as it would betray a filly 
and ridiculous eaſineſs of belief, on the 
one hand, to admit as true, the ten thou- 
ſand ſtories, which the times of ignorance 
deviſed, related and believed; and with 
Which our own childhood may have been 
ſcared and alarmed; ſo, it would certainly 
be an unreaſonable and abſurd degree of 
ſcepticiſm, on the other, to reject, as fa- 
bulous, every relation of this ſort, how- 
ever well authenticated. Wife and good 
men have proved, by arguments amount- 
ing almoſt to demonſtration, the abſurdity 
of admitting the actual interference of a 
diabolical power, in order to deceive man- 
kind. And wiſe and good men, by evi- 
dence apparently as clear and ſatisfactory, 
have 
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have endeavoured to eſtabliſh the cer- 

tainty of ſuch interference, in particular 

inſtances. And this ſeems a good reaſon 
againſt pronouncing haſtily, upon the na- 

ture of the ſorceries practiſed by the ma- 

gicians of Egypt. 


Wr ſhall find ourſelves equally in the 
dark, if we attempt to form our judg- 
ment, in the third place, on metaphyſical 
notions, Our minds are exceedingly 
limited with reſpe& to all objects, and 
particularly with reſpect to the nature of 
ſpirits. We know, from experience, that 


the Soul, little as it comprehends its wn | 
nature and eſſence, has a wonderful in- ; | 
= fluence over every particle of that body, = 

to which it is united: but we can form % 
no notion of the power and influence, n 
wich ſpirits, of a different order, may 1 
poſſeſs over larger portions of matter, and | 
even over our bodies, and, of conſequence, il 


over our minds. Much leſs are we able to 
& conceive, what an extent of power, the 
Father of ſpirits may, for wiſe purpoſes, 
have permitted to evil ſpirits, over the 
whole 
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whole world of nature, which has fallen 
into diſorder, and is labouring under the 
curſe of heaven, on account of man's 
apoſtacy. The limited nature of human 
underftanding, therefore, likewiſe forbids 
us to decide too peremptorily, on a ſubject 
ſo obviouſly involved in difficulty. 


FINALLY, the principles of religion 
here refuſe to lend us their aid. In what. 
ever tends to convey ſaving light to the 
ſoul, or peace to the conſcience ; in all that 
relates to the government of the heart, or 
the wiſe conduct of the life, Religion is 
ever at hand, and kindly offers her aid, 
_ nay preſſes it upon us; but, in queſtions 

of doubtful diſputation, in which men ra- 

ther aim at gratifying a reſtleſs curioſity, 
or wild imagination, than at improving 
the underſtanding, or mending the heart, 
Revelation rather checks and repreſſes 
inquiry, than promiſes or lends her aſſiſt- 
ance. It is ſufficient then, for our pur- 
poſe, to ſay, that of Whatever nature were 
the incantations of the Egyptian magicians, 
and whatever their effects, the Gop of 
- Truth, 
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F Tr ath, by the hand of Moſes and Aaron, 
E put his infinite ſuperior ity, beyond a poſ- 
I ſbilty of doubt; and extorted an ac- 
F | knowledgment of it, from the mouths of 
the magicians themſelves. But, though 
W they are put to filence, and Pharaoh is 
Y confounded, by the miracle of Aaron” 8 
1 rod ſwallowing up their rods, yet they are 
not brought to ſee the inſufficiency of 
. their art, neither! 1s he yet reduced to yield 
E obedience, to an authority aſſerted by ſo 
2 high a hand. A miracle, therefore, which 
only threatened, but continued harmleſs; | 
1 a miracle which proved fatal only to the | 
b inſtruments of ſorcery and inchantment, | f 
A failing to produce compliance, it becomes, 4 
Nat length, neceſſary, to follow up the re- 
3 monſtrances of reaſon and humanity, and l 
| the evidence of ſigns, powerful indeed, yet 
þ innocent, by the operation of ſigns that 
; ſnall be felt: ſigns, which ſhall addreſs 
„ chemſelves to the underſtanding, and the 
4 ſenſes, at once; and ſhall force conviction. 
| ben Fa maſk careleſs © and incredulous. 


Tris river, the Nite, Was the RES; 
ground 
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ground of glorifying to the Egyptians, 
It was the ornament of Heir country, 
and the ſource of its fertility. Deriving 
the moiſture, neceſſary to fructification, 
from thence, they vainly boaſted that they 
were independent of the heavens ; ſtand- 
ing in no need, like the reſt of the world, 
of the refreſhing drops which fall from 
| thence. Egypt, therefore, is firſt ſmitten, 
in the darling ſource of its pride; and 


that, which preſumptuouſly put itſelf in 


the place of God, firſt feels the power of 
| God; and becomes, not a cauſe of vain- 
glorious boafting, but a lothing and an 
abomination to its worſhippers. Smitten 
with the awful rod, its waters are in- 
ſtantly, and univerſally, turned into blood. 
 Horrid change ! An inundation of the 
river too ſcanty, threatened a famine : an 
inundation too copious, threatened a de- 
| luge. But, O dreadful reflection! the 
river no longer flows with that precious 
refreſhing fluid, which gives drink and 
renewed yigour to thirſty man, to thirily 
cattle, to the parched ground; but a fluid 
which taints the air; which excites ab- 
horrence, 
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horrence, inſtead of ſatisfying the appe- 
tite; and which kills what it contains, 
| inſtead of communicating life and fruit- 
fulneſs wherever it is diffuſed. And 
ſhould it riſe and ſwell, What is it? An 
E abominable deluge of blood. Its ſtreams 
had been often ſtained with the blood of 
Hebrew innocents ; and its ſavage maſter 
is now puniſhed, with ſeeing its vaſt 
channel filled, from ſhore to ſhore, with 
one crimſon tide. In this awful glaſs 
we are made to ſee, that whatſoever men 
exalt into the room of God, and worſhip 
as God, will ſooner or later become a 
lothing or a curſe to them; and that the 
inſtrument of their ſin aſſuredly will be 
converted, at length, into the inſtrument 
of cheir Famiſnment. 
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Ao the magicians of Egypt did ſo 
«with their enchantments.” Fooliſh, 
unhappy men; to try to increaſe an evil 
which was already intolerable ! If their 
art could have done any thing, it had 
been more wiſely employed, in endea- 
vouring to purify and ſweeten thoſe pol- 
luted ſtreams, To — in multiply- 


ing 


deſtitute both of capacity and of inclina- 


water; he lives by reſpiring the air which 


*z — 
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ing Ga was ruinous:. The greater the 1 
power of their art, the more pernicious it 
was, to Menfives' and to their country, 
And this is the whole extent of the boaſt. 
ed power of Satan: it is a power to do 
evil, a power to deſtroy: but a power 


tion to do good. Whereas that of hea- 
ven, though it be an ability to do evil, is 
an ability to this effect, which it exerciſes 
rarely, and with reluctance; whereas the 
doing of good, and the diffuft ing of hap- 
pineſs, is its habitual object, and its con- 
ſtant employment. Vain man would be 
independent, and ſometimes boaſts that 
he is ſo; and yet, What is he? A crea- 
ture ſuſtained by bread, and refreſhed by 


he ſucks in: he depends, every inſtant of 
his exiſtence, on the aid of every element. 
Let the quantity, or the qualities, of any 
one of them, be ever ſo little changed, 
and that moment he becomes miſerable. | 


= of 
One rainy or droughty ſeaſon, makes p 
whole nations to languiſn; the froſt of a 2 


night, deſtroys the hope of a year; and 
a ſingle 


1 LECT: v.] nisTORY: OF MOSES; 17 
YH a ſingle blaſt of wind ſends mighty navies' 
to the bottom. There is no need of a 
miracle to plague thoſe whom God means 
to puniſh. All nature is at war with his 
adverſaries : the ſtars, in their courſes, 
fight” againſt thoſe who fight! with God. 
O may we never be ſo mad as to pro- 
voke that power, by which we are conti- 
nually ſupported, and from which we 
cannot flee ! 


AFTER a chaſtiſement ſo awful, Who 1 
could have imagined that Pharaoh was 1 
able ſtill to ſtand out? But the human | 
heart exhibits a myſtery of iniquity, which 1 
nothing but multiplied experience could 1 
render credible. The next ſummons has | Ii 
a threatening annexed it; and the mo- ok 
ment of refuſal, is to be the moment of = 
execution. The plague threatened, be- 
ing particularly ſpecified beforehand, was | 
likely to excite the greater alarm, and 
thereby to drive the offender to the means 
of prevention: but, it would. appear, 
& Pharaoh deſpiſed it. What, terrified at ol 
a-ſwarm-of frogs ! vermin, loathſome in- ' Wir 
8 deed, Wl | 
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deed, but deſpicably harmleſs; How 1g- 
norantly do men eſtimate the judgments 
of Gop, when they conſider only the 


inſtrument which he employs? Men 


effect little, with large and abundant 
means; God performs wonders with 
things mean and contemptible. Is a 
haughty tyrant to be ſubdued? There 
is no need of more than twelve legions of 


angels; an army of frogs, in the hand of 
Gop, is ſufficient for the purpoſe. Again 
the magicians are weak enough to aſliſt 


the plague ; at leaſt, they affect to lend 


their aid ; and rather than not be thought 
mighty, will ſeek to themſelves a name 
by doing miſchief. 


Again the river, 
which miniſtred ſo much to their pride, 
is made the miniſter of avenging heaven 
to - puniſh them. 
lately all blood, to poiſon the fiſhes which 


it contained, and to taint the air, ſo now 
they are all putrefaction, to give dreadful 
life to an innumerable race of odious 
vermin, for humbling the proud. 
creature is, and does, juſt that which Gop 


Every 


would have it to be, and to do—it be- 
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As its waters were 
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comes either a bleſſing, or a curſe, at his 
command ! And, were we wiſe enough, 
to aſſiſt our weak, or to correct our er- 
roneous, viſion, by the optics of the ſanc- 
tuary, we ſhould behold, under many a 
fair and flattering form, much loathſome- 
neſs and as Aa 
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= PraARaon deſpiſed this plague, while 
it was only threatened, but feels it to be 
no flight one, when it falls upon him; 
and he is, in this reſpect, the image of 
many a thoughtleſs ſinner, who trifle with 
the judgments denounced in the word of 
God, till bitter experience teaches them, 
that every arrow, from the quiver of the 
Almighty, is both penetrating and poi- 
ſonous. The proud heart which refuſed 
g to bend, at length begins to break ; and 
: a ſlow, lingering, partial, reluctant con- 
ſent, is given to the demand of heaven; 
and permiſſion is granted to the people, 
to go, © that they may do facrifice unto 
| * the Lord,” The conceſſion, flight as 
it is, procures a reſpite. Mercy, ever on 
| the wing, flies to ſuccour the miſerable. 
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Wr have ſeen Moſes and Aaron exe. 
cuting the judgments of avenging heaven, 
by the agency of a rod. Chriſt himſelf 
is the powerful Word, by which Gon 
made and ſuſtains worlds; the all-potent 
inſtrument to ſave, and, to deſtroy. 
« With righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the 

poor, and reprove with equity, for the 

„ meek of the earth: and he ſhall ſmite 

. « the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

5 «* and with the breath of his lips ſhall % 
* ſlay the wicked.” —Moſes acted by : 
delegated power : Jeſus has all pawer in 
Himſelf.—** Moſes verily was faithful in 

. £ all his houſe, as a ſervant: but Chriſt 
« as a Son, over his own houſe,” „The 
ſame Moſes was the deliverer of Iſrael, 
and the ſcourge of Egypt: The fame 
Jeſus, who is- the Author of eternal Sal- 

vation to them that believe, ſhall be 
« revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire: taking ven- 
« geance on them that know not God, 
e and that obey not the goſpel of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” —* All judgment 
*© 15 committed to the Son.” „ He ſhall 

** reign, 


HISTORY OF Mos Ss. 


till he hath put all h 
« under his feet“. The laſt enemy 


LECT. v.] 


a 


15 enemies 


« reign, 


that ſhall be deſtroyed is death.” 
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EXODUS x. 7. 


AND PHARAOH'S SERVANTS. sal UNTO- HIM; 
HOW LONG SHALL THIS MAN BE A SNARE UN- 
TO us? LET THE MEN GO, THAT THEY MAY 

SERVE THE LORD THEIR GOD: KNOWEST THOU 


Nor YET, THAT EGYPT 18 DESTROYED * * 


ow very different an appearance 
do objects wear, according as they 


are beautified and exalted by the favour of 


heaven, or blaſted and disfigured by the 


curſe of an offended Gor! Eden, before 


man's apoſtacy; Eden, freſh planted, by 
the ſovereign hand of the Creator, con- 


tained every tree that. is pleaſant to the 


ſight and good for food, and in the midſt 
of it was the tree of life; but, O ſad re- 


verſe, the fatal effect of tranſgreſſion! 


* Eurſed is the ground for thy fake; 


K 3 " thorns 
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«© thorns and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth 
to thee;” and the tree of life is removed 
to happier regions, or guarded, from 
guilty man's approach, by the flaming 
ſwords of the Cherubim. The plain of 
Jordan, well-watered every where, and 


beautiful as the garden of the Lord, de- 


lighted the eyes, and allured the heart of 
Lot, when he ſeparated himſelf from his 


uncle Abraham. But O how awfully 


changed that once delicious ſpot! The 
day when Lot went out of it, Abraham 
% looked towards Sodom and Gomorrah, 


« and towards all the land of the plain, | 
« and beheld, and lo, the ſmoke of the 


« country went up, as the ſmoke of a 
«« furnace.” What a charming proſpect 
did Egypt 8 in the days of her 
glory? Her fertile ſurface, covered with 


the ſilver flux of her ſtately, over flowing 


river, except where thouſands of popu- 
lous cities lifted up their proud heads to 


the ſkies; or, when the river retreated, her 


golden, luxuriant harveſts waving with 
the fragrant wind. How changed the 


ſoene, n the Nile ran, not water, but 


blood; 
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geſt a few hiſtoriedl and 
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blood; after the murrain had deſtroyed 

all their cattle; after the lightening and 

the hail had blaſted every tree, had de- 

voured every herb, and the locuſts had 

« conſumed what the hail had left!“ — 
What makes earth reſemble heaven; and 
men like angels? The preſence, the 

bleſſing, and the image of Gop! What 

once Covered the earth with water, and 
ſhall at length deſtroy it by fire? What 
ſinks men to the level of diabolical, dam- 

ned ſpirks, a and adds tenfold horrour to 

gloomy hell? The wrath of the Almighty, 

and the deprivation of his glorious ſimili- 

tude. Nature finks under the deſcrip- 

tion, and the denunciation, of the divine 

diſpleaſure. What muſt it be to endure 

its dreadful _; without nnn | 
and without end! FACES, 


— 


Ins TAP of geing into a particular 


detail of the ſubſequent plagues, where 


with Gop afflicted Egypt, we ſhall ſug- 
practical re- 
marks, upon the ſubſe& in general; ſerv- 
my to unfold the windings and the work- 
. K 4 ings 
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ings. of the human heart, to illuſtrate 
and vindicate the ways of Providence, to 
expoſe the madneſs of ſtriving againſt 
Gor, and to diſplay the wiſdom, the 
ſafety and the happineſs, of fubmitting 
readily, chearfully 250 era, to the 
diane: ee 11 
. Any; rſt, We am, that as Gop 
has many inconceivable methods of doing 
good, to men; ſo his power of puniſhing 
is unlimited, and the treaſures of his 
wrath are far beyond what fear itſelf, 
which magnifies every object, can fancy. 
Of his glorjous capacity and diſpoſition 
to bleſs. mankind, Who has not enjoyed 
the ſweeteſt, and frequently- repeated ex- 
perience? Whoſe life is ſo ſhort, as not 
to contain a hiſtory of benefits, a diſplay 
of-mercy, a profuſion of loving-kindneſs, 
which aſtoniſh while they delight? Whoſe 
portion of felicity is ſo ſcanty, as not to ex- 
hibit wonders of goodneſs infinitely above 
the deſert, of angels? What underſtand- 
ing is ſo bratiſh, what heart ſo ungrateful, 


a8 not torecur, at ethe oa to a mul- 
titude 
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titude of ſpecial bleſſings, preſſing upon 
the memory, urging prior, or ſuperior, 
claims of acknowledgment and praiſe? 
Need you to be told, ungrateful, forget- 
ful children of men! Need you to be told, 
the value. of an uninterrupted and ſteady 
courſe of good health; or of the more ſen- 
ſible benefit of recovery from fickneſs and 
pain? Shall I ſend you back to years that 
are long paſt, or recall yeſterday to your 
E recolleftion? Shall I remind you of that 
common bounty which gives you, day by 
day, your daily bread; or of that ſingular, 
ſhall I ſay miraculous, interpoſition, 
= which ſeemed to drop down manna 
around your tabernacle ? Muſt all ages, 
and nations, and regions of the world, be 
made to paſs in review before your eyes; 
or will you confine your obſervation to 
pour own moment of exiſtence, your 
| own hand-breadth of ſpace, your own two 
or three acquaintances and contempora- 
ries, your own pittance of knowledge? 
Shall the glories of nature, or the wonders 
of Providence, be unfolded to your view? 
Will you contemplate the fatneſs and fra- 
grancy 
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grancy of the fertile earth, or the vaſtneſs 
and brilliancy of the azure vault of hea- 


ven? Will you confine yourſelves to 
things ſeen and temporal; or, borne as on 
the eagle s wing, contemplate things which 


are unſeen and eternal? Will you converſe 
with your fellow-mortals on the ſurface 
of this mole-hill, or join in the ſongs and 
raptures of angels, who ſurround the 
throne, and of the ſpirits of juſt men 


made perfect, immortal intelligences, per- 


fectly awake to the full perception of their 
bleſſedneſs? Chooſe you to dwell on the 
tranſitory comforts of the life that now 


1s, or to anticipate the joys ſubſtantial, 
ſincere, and laſting, of that which is to 
come? Creation ſpreads her fair, her am- 
ple, her ſplendid page to the delighted 
eye. The myſterious Volume, ſealed, to 
the careleſs reader, as with ſeven ſeals, to 
the ſerious and attentive ſoul unveils the 
hidden wiſdom of Gop, and, written with 
a ſun- beam, there ſtands recorded the 


gracious purpoſe of him who worketh 


all things after the counſel of his own 
« will.“ 


WouLÞDsF 
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Wovrpsr thou be ſatisfied, O man, I 
that the great Gop has means innume- 
rable, unutterable, incomprehenſible, of 
conferring happineſs on mankind? Think, 
O think, how he has loved the world, 
in the redemption of it, by CarisT 
jesus! Think how many demonſtrations 
of grace meet in that one, © Gop ſpared 
« not his own Son, but gave him up for 
« us all!” And when you have rumi- 
nated, and ruminated, on the hiſtory of 
Redeeming Love; when you have reco- 
vered from the aſtoniſhment and joy of 
contemplating what God has done for you, 
loſe yourſelf afreſh, in the proſpe& of 
what the Lord hath /az4 up for the heirs 
of ſalvation=in the proſpe& of that 
great, exceeding, and «© eternal weight of 
« glory,” which eye hath not ſeen, nor 
e ear heard, and of which it hath not en- 
* tered into the heart of man” to form 
any adequate conception or idea! Fly, O 
my ſoul, whitherſoever thou wilt ; ſettle 
wherever thou wilt, infinite goodneſs ſtill 
ſupports thy flight, and ſettle thou muſt 
on the Rock of ages, at laſt. 


| Bur, 
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Bur, ah! m my friend, this Gop, al- 
mighty to ſave, is alſo mighty to deſtroy. 


As his bounty is an inexhauſted ſource of 


| plenty, to bleſs his friends, ſo his Juſtice 
is a capacious quiver, ſtored with innu- 


merable poiſoned arrows, to ſhed the 
blood, to drink up the ſpirits of his ad- 


verſaries. Think, In how many parts art 


thou vulnerable ? In every particle of thy 
frame, in every faculty of thy ſoul. Every 


ſenſe opens a paſlage, for the entrance of 


an avenging Gon: The underſtanding, 


at his command, expands to the dreadful 


perception of juſtice that will not bend; 
of ſeverity that knows not to relax; of 
vengeance, that admits not of pity. Me- 
mory, rouſed by that trumpet which 
awakes the dead, gives new form and ſub- 
ſtance, to the hideous ſpectres of tranſ- 


greſſions long ſince departed, and which 
were vainly imagined to be laid in the 


grave for ever; and the guilty wretch 1s 


dragged to the bitter recollection, of what 


he once dwelt on with unhallowed delight, 
and now would fain bury in eternal obli- 

vion; or which he gladly would, at the 
price 
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= 
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price of worlds, redeem from the hiſtory 
of his wretched life. As memory, to 


fulfil the righteous judgment of Gov, 
can readily ſummon up all that is paſt, 


in order to awaken remorſe, and inſpire 
terrour; ſo fear launches forth into the 


boundleſs, endleſs regions of futurity, and 


rouſes deſpair ; and in the very abyſſes of 


burning hell, ſhudders at the thought of 


= a deeper gulph, and of a hotter flame. 


Read, O ſinner, the hiſtory of the plagues 


of Egypt, and tremble ! Suppoſe, for a 


moment, the cup wherewith thou art 


ready to quench thy burning thirſt, in- 
ſtantly turned into blood, to the loathing 
of thy ſoul and thy fleſh. Suppoſe thy 


body ſtruck with an univerſal leproſy, or 


the duſt under thy feet quickened into 


abominable vermin; the air around thy 


head impregnated with ſwarms of noi- 


ſome inſects; thy ſun extinguiſhed for 


| three tedious lingering days, and the thun- 
der of an angry God rolling over thy guil- 


ty devoted habitation ; and ſuppoſe all 
this to be but the beginning of ſorrow ; 


the mere threatenings of wrath to come; 
woe 
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woe that may be endured, torment that 
may expire: For ah! from yonder fear- 
ful pit, ariſes the ſmoke of a fire that 
| ſhall not be quenched ; ſmoke that ſhall 
aſcend for ever and ever. I hear groans 
burſting from the boſom of deſpair ; and 
the rattling of everlaſting, adamantine 
chains. Behold the wild looks, the ago- 
nizing pangs, of that poor rich man, 
when, from the flames of his torment, he 
beholds Lazarus in Abraham's boſom: | 
when he beholds heaven, removed to an 
inacceſſible diſtance; heaven disjoined by 
an unpaſſable gulph. Heaven, the reſt 
of the weary, and the reward of the faith- 
ful, affords to him a momentary glimpſe 
of its joys, only to embitter remorſe, only 
| to pierce the ſoul with keener pangs, and 
to heat the furnace ſeven times hotter 
than it was before. It is a fearful 
6 thing to fall into the hands of the lv- 
* ing Gov,” 


ArrzR ſerious indie upon theſe 
things, our ſecond obſervation would 
ſeem ill- founded, and deſtitute of all pro- 
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bability and truth, did not all hiſtory, and 
daily experience, confirm the woeful cer- 
tainty of it. It is this: That by fre- 
quent indulgence, and inveterate habits 
of ſin, the heart may, at length, become 
quite callous; may be rendered equally 
inſenſible to the calls of mercy, and the 
alarms of juſtice. We are ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment, at the ſight of a poor, infa- 
tuated wretch, like Pharaoh, repeatedly 
braving that power which returned to 
cruſh and humble him, and lighting that 
grace, Which as often relente ed, and af- 
forded ſpace and means for repentance. 
Would to God there were room to think 
the repreſentation more unnatural than it 
is, and that the character of Pharaoh 
were a rarity in the world, But alas} 
What is the life of moſt men, but an ha- 
bitual fighting againſt God? Upon whom 
falls the weight of our remark ? Upon a 
few thoughtleſs, hardened wretches only, 
who have found out the ſecret of lulling 
conſcience to reſt; wha, having con- 
quered the ſenſe of 125 and of Thame, com- 
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« not their fin, like Sodom, but publiſh 
* it like Gomorrah?” Let us not de- 
ceive ourſelves, but watch over our own 


hearts, and exhort one another daily, 


« leſt any be hardened through the de- 
« ceitfulneſs of fin.” — There ſtands 
Pharaoh, the daring, the preſumptuous 
{inner ; whom goodneſs could not molli- 
fy, nor judgments ſubdue: And let him 
who is without fin, caſt the firſt ſtone at 
him. Who can flatter himſelf with the 
thought, that the errours of his life, were 


the mere inadvertencies of haſte and in- 


attention? Who can ſay, of himſelf, this 
F fault I. corrected, as ſoon as I diſco- 
e yered it? Having been once made ſen- 
« ſible of the danger and wickedneſs of 
that ſinful courſe, I inſtantly forſook 
* it, and have returned to it no more. 


* 


80 


„ Smarting from the effects of my folly, 
J have never again dared to provoke the 


* laſh of my Father's chaſtening rod. 
N reſolutions which I made in the 
20 day of ſickneſs, and ſorrow, and cala- 
+" ys 1 Hane g remembered, 


"0 Lord 8 
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Lord's table, I have made conſcience to 
« perform. The threatenings of God's 
* word, I have not diſregarded; the 
« Jong-ſuffering of my God, I have not 
abuſed,” Alas! Alas! the reverſe of 
all this is the truth which condemns every 
one. Not a ſingle, but repeated acts, of 
E intemperance, injuſtice, impurity, im- 
E piety; not caſual and undeſigned expreſ- 
ſions, but deliberate and indulged habits; 
of falſhood, malevolence, ſelfiſhneſs and 
uncharitableneſs, place zs as criminals at 
the bar, by the fide of Pharaoh, and for- 
bid us to condemn him, becauſe we alſo 
have ſinned. What avails it me, to ſay, 
q that my offence is not the ſame with his? 
Perhaps I had neither power, nor incli- 
nation, nor opportunity, for committing 
chat man's tranſgreſſion. Have I there- 
fore waſhed my hands in innocence? Can 
I therefore plead, ©* not guilty? ” The 
great queſtion is, Have I kept myſelf free 
! from mine 0wn tranſgreſſion ? And, ſpar- 5 
ed of God to make the enquiry—let 
Pharaoh's impenitence, and Pharaoh's 
3 * awaken us to a ſenſe of our dan- 
Vol. III. L ger; 


* 


c 


* 
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ger; and urge a ſpeedy flight from the 
wrath that 1s to come. 


TrirDLyY, This hiſtory leads us to 
remark the great difference between the 
flow, reluctant, partial ſubmiſſion of fear, 
and the prompt, cheerful and unreſerved 
compliance, of a grateful, and affection- 
ate heart. Pharaoh, like a ſullen, ſturdy 
ſlavs, will not move a ſtep, till ſtimulated 
by a freſh application of the whip; the 
4 moment that the pain of the ſtripe ceaſes, 
be ſtand«s ſtill, or turns back. The firſt 
ſummons is treated by him with inſolence 
and ſcorn; and he reſolves that Ifrael ſhall 
not have a ſingle moment's relaxation 
from their burthens. Brought to him- 
ſelf, by a few ſtrokes of the rod' of God's 
anger, he yields a tardy conſent to the in- 
termiſſion of their labours, for a little 
while, and to their doing ſacrifice to their 
God: but it muſt be, * in the land 
where they dwelt, even in Egypt.“ That 
alternative being rejected, and a new de- 
mand made, backed with a new threaten- 
ing, and followed with a new plague; he 
agrecs 
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| agrees to permit the male part of Iſrael, 
who were arrived at man's eſtate, to re- 
© fort to the place appointed; but he is de- 
| termined to detain their wives, children, 
] | and cattle, as hoſtages for their return. 
| Conſtrained, at length, by dint of judg- 
| ments, to let the whole congregation de- 
| Lt he endeavours to ſtipulate, that they 
1 ſhould not go very far oft; and not, till 
broken by the laſt dreadful plague, can he 
be brought to reſign his uſurped autho- 
rity over the free-born ſons of Goo. 


N W 
W 
* 72 1 1 [© 
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Wr 1 find men pretending to | 
q make a merit of giving up, what it is no 
q longer in their power to retain. After 
I | a man has ſquandered away his means, in 
| riot and extravagance, Deſerves he praiſe 
bor living ſparingly? Another has ruined 
his conſtitution by intemperance; Is his 
forced continence an object of admira- 
| tion ? By no means. He has diſcon- 
| tinued his debaucheries, through diſabi- 
| lity, not from inclination, and conviction 
| of his errour. Old age has debilitated a 
I third, Is he therefore virtuous ? No, no: 


L 2 his 
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his vices have forſaken Him, not he his 


vices. When a man ſerves through fear, 
he does no more than he needs muſt ; but 
love is liberal and generous, and ſtands 


not queſtioning, ** yea hath Gop ſaid?” 


but, ever on the watch, ever on the wing, 


the moment that the voice of Gop is 


heard, it is ready to reply, Here am I, 


Lord, ſend me.” This leads me to 


remark, 


FourTHLY, The wiſdom of giving 
up, at the command of Gov, with alacri- 
ty, what we mult give up at laſt, whether 
we will or not. What a pitiful figure 
does Pharaoh make in the end ! baffled in 
every attempt, driven out of every for- 
treſs, diſhonoured in the eyes of his own 


ſervants, tranſmitted to lateſt poſterity a 


monument of pride and impotence. 
Were not the proud man blind and infa- 
tuated, he would yield through ſelf- love; 


he would ſubmit to preſerve his own con- 


ſequence, at leaſt the appearance of it. 
Unhappily for us, our will ſtands, but 
too often, in oppoſition to the will of 

| 3 1 God. 
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Gon. When they come to claſh, Who 
ought, in reaſon, to give way? Who. 
muſt, of neceſſity, ſubmit? Knoweſt thou = | 
not, O man, that to deſtroy thyſelf, thou 
needeſt but to follow thy own headſtrong 
inclihations : knoweſt thou not, that the 
gratification, not the diſappointment, of 
illicit defire, is ruinous? But who ever | 
© made a ſacrifice of inclination to duty, 
and had reaſon to repent of it? Who 
; knows not, that to yield ſubmiſſion, is to 
1 obtain a triumph? In a contention where 
tiere is a probability, or even a poſſibi- 
lity, of our prevailing, it may be worth 
while to riſk a combat; but who, except 
© 2 madman, will ſeek to encounter a foe 
I by whom he is ſure to be defeated ?!—And 
yet, in that mad, that ruinous ſtrife, ſee 
how many are engaged! Behold the ſtars 
1 in their courſes, ranged on the part of 
their Creator; behold all nature ſtanding 
t in arms to eſpouſe his cauſe; and Who 
q muſt be overcome? Againſt whom is this 
formidable Preparation made? There 
ſtands the enemy, in all his weakneſs and 
folly ; 3 8 crawling worm, on a dunghill, 

44 — provoking. 
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provoking | his fate, tamper ing with eter- 
nal ruin, hardening himſelf againſt Gov, 
and yet thinking to proſper. The influ- 
_ ence of no malignant ſtar is neceſſary to 
blaſt him: there is a neceſſity for no earth- 
quake to ſwallow him up: no archangel 
armed with a ſword of fire, need deſcend 
to cuthim aſunder: his breath is in his own 
noſtrils; he is ſinking into his duſt; his 
own ridiculous efforts are waſting and con- 
ſuming him. Fooliſh creature and un- 
wiſe ! why wilt thou contend longer ? 
„ wherefore ſhouldeſt thou be ſtricken 
e more?” Conſtrain not HIM to be 
thy foe, who has towards the diſpoſition 
of the beſt of fr ends, and who 1 is mighty 
to ſave, even 6 to the uttermoſt, them 
1 * that c come unto him.“ 


az 


F IFTHLY, In the courſe of theſe dread- 
ful plagues, we obſerve, not only the pride 
of man effectually humbled, but the 

power of Satan trampled in the duſt, 
under the feet of the Moſt High. It is 
highly intereſting to obſerve, by what 
gradual ſteps the enemy and the avenger 
1 lad low, till he 1 is at length deſtroyed. 
: 8 Preſumption, 
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Preſumption, at firſt, induces him, in 
confidence of a permitted power, to enter 
the liſts, and to try his ſtrength with 


God. Aaron's rod is turned into a ſer- 


pent. The magicians attempt the ſame, 
and ſucceed. Their rods alſo become 
ſerpents. But Aaron's rod ſwallowed 
up their rods. By and by, the water 
of the river 1s turned into blood, and 
the fiſhes die. The magicians, by their 
inchantments, madly aſſiſt the plague, 
and acquire a little tranſitory reputa- 
tion, by doing miſchief. Fluſhed with 
this farther ſucceſs, they go on to imi- 
tate the miracles of Moſes and Aaron; 


but, to their confuſion, they fail there, 


where it ſeemed moſt probable, that they 
ſhould with greateſt eaſe ſupport their 


fame. That loathſome vermin, lice, is 
to be produced miraculouſly, which ſlo- 
venlineſs and filth naturally produce, 


| without any effort. At the word of 


Moſes, the duſt of the land is transformed 


into this noiſome, nauſeous inſet. But 
| the whole power of hell cannot effect, at 
the time, and in the manner, which it 
14 would, 
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would, what time and careleſsneſs alone, 
in the uſual courſe of things, would cer- 
tainly have produced; and they feel them- 
ſelves attacked with a plague, which their 
art could not bring upon others. Finally, 

after having become the ſubjects of a mi- 
raculous calamity, which might be borne, 
they are, at length, attacked with one ab- 
ſolutely intolerable, which drives them 
from the competition: they give up their 
ſilly arts of ſorcery, and attempt to rival 
the true God no more. And thus, when 
the myſtery of godlineſs ſhall be finiſhed, 
an aſtoniſhed world ſhall behold the 
lleight and devices of Satan, falling upon 
his own head, his momentary triumphs 
covering him with more accumulated diſ- 
grace, and his infernal malice, and dia- 
bolical craft, made miniſtriſig ſervants 
to the wiſdom and goodneſs _ God. A 
good reaſon, among many others, why 
we ſhould judge nothing raſhly, before 
the time, till the Lord cometh, who ſhall 
bring light out of obſcurity, and fully 
vindicate his ways to men. 


f 
| 
| 
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 SIxTHLY, We obſerve, how unlike the 
latter ends of things are to their begin- 
nings. The world laughs at the idea of 


two feeble old men, iſſuing forth from a 


deſert, the patrons of liberty; to force a 


mighty prince, and a powerful nation, to 


liften to the dictates of juſtice and huma- 
nity, and to liberate a million of wretch- 
ed creatures, whoſe ſpirits were totally 
broken by their miſeries, and who ſeemed 
to have loſt even the inclination of vindi- 
cating their own rights. Pharaoh de- 


ſpiſed them; the magicians defied them; 


Iſrael diſtruſted them; they themſelves 


are ready to ſink under the difficulty and 
danger of the enterprize. But, con- 
ducted of heaven, they attempt, they pro- 
ceed, they proſper, they overcome. They 


invade Egypt, two ſolitary, unſupported 
individuals! They leave it, at the head of 
ſix hundred thouſand men, fit to bear 


arms, with a correſponding number of 


temales, beſides old men and children, 
and a mixed multitude of non-deſcript 


perſons; bidding defiance to the whole 
force of a wile; and populous, and warlike 


countr Y. 
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country. And we ſee them, in the courſe 
of a few years, taking forcible poſſeſſion, 
of one of the ſtrongeſt, moſt impracti- 


cable, and beſt defended countries in the 


world. 


I nzep but hint to you, the counter- 
part of this. Behold the unconnected 


ſon of a carpenter, at the head of twelve 
imple illiterate fiſhermen, attacking the 


religious eſtabliſhments of the whole 
globe, and prevailing. Behold him, arm- 


ed with a few plain facts, and a few doc- 
trines as plain, overturning the whole fa- 
brick of heathen mythology and worſhip; 
ingrafting on the ſtock of Moſes, and the 


legal diſpenſation, a Scion from a nobler 
root; which has ſwallowed up the parent 


tree, has filled the earth with its branches, 
is feeding the nations, to this day, with 
its fruit, and is likely to maintain its 
place, till all the gracious purpoſes of 


heaven are accompliſhed. 1 It is the 
* Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
« our eyes.“ When the world by 
vy wiſdom knew not Gop, it pleaſed God 
60 a, 


2 
_ 
= 
_ 


_ 


— 4 
x 
= 


— 


engl on Oe Ne ab 


. 


— — — 
— F 3 — — — 


— ———— 


, 
4 
7 


15 
1— 


he inſt 
on to it. 


' 


HISTORY 


iT i 


1 


f the firſt paſſover, 
ſi 


The next Lecture 
h gave occa 


* 


Ion o 
IC 


ry and honour, for ever 


favour, exh 


brat 


- 


HISTORY OF MOSES, 
vine 
and cele 
glo 
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May Gop bleſs what has been ſpoken. 


« by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, to ſave 


« them that believe.“ 
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HISTORY OF MOSES. 


\ 
LECTURE Vl 
EXODUS XII. I, 2, 3. 

AND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES AND AARON 


IN THE LAND OF EGYPT, SAYING, THIS MONTH 
SHALL BE UNTO YOU THE BEGINNING OF 


MONTHS ; IT SHALL BE THE FIRST MONTH OF | 


THE YEAR TO YOU. SPEAK UNTO ALL THE 
' CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL, SAYING, IN THE 
TENTH DAY OF THIS MONTH, THEY SHALL 
TAKE TO THEM EVERY MAN A LAMB, ACCORD= 
ING TO THE HOUSE OF THEIR FATHERS, A 
LAMB FOR AN HOUSE. - 


T N the hiſtory of all nations, there are 


L eras and events, of peculiar import- 
ance, which extend their influence to fu- 
ture ages and generations, and are fondly 


commemorated by lateſt poſterity. Hence, 


every day of the revolving year becomes, 


in its courſe, to one people or another, 
the anniverſary of ſomething memora- 


ble, 


—— 
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ble, which befel their forefathers, and is 
remembered by their ſons, with triumph 
or with ſorrow. Moſt of the religious 


obſervances which have obtained in the 
world, when traced up to their ſource, are 


found to originate in providential dif- 
penſations ; and hiſtory thereby becomes 
the beſt interpreter of cuſtoms and man- 
ners. It 1s a moſt amuſing employment; 
to obſerve the operation and progreſs of 


the human mind, in this reſpect; and to 


conſider how variouſly different men, and 
at different periods, have contrived to 
tranſmit to their children, the memory 
of ſimilar atchievements; ſucceſſes, or diſ- 
aſters. 


pler ſtate of the world, the monuments 
of victory; and to dance around them 
with ſongs, on an appointed day, was the 
ruſtic commemoration of their rude and 
ſimple poſterity. The triumphs, and the 
death of heroes, came, in proceſs of time, 


to be remembered with conviviality and 


mirth; or with plaintive ſtrains and ſo- 
lemn 


[LECT. vit. 


A great ſtone ſet up on end, a 
heap of ſtones, a mound of earth, and 
the like, were, in the earher, ruder; ſim- 
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lemn dirges. The hoary bard varied, and 
enlivened, the feaſt, by adapting to his 
rough voice, or rougher harp, the uncouth 
rhymes which he himſelf had compoſed, 
in praiſe of departed gallantry and virtue. 
As arts were invented and improved, the 
wiſe, the brave, and the good, were pre- 
ſerved from oblivion, by monuments more 
elegant, more intelligible, and more laſt- 
ing. A more correct ſtyle of poetry, and 
a ſweeter melody, were cultivated, Sculp- 
ture and Painting conveyed to childrens' 
children, an exact repreſentation of the 
limbs and lineaments of the venerable 
men, who adorned, who inſtructed, who 
ſaved their country. And thus, though 
dead, they continued to live and act, in 
the animated canvaſs, in the breathing 
braſs, or the ſpeaking marble. At length, 
the pen of the hiſtorian took up the cauſe 
of merit, and diffuſed over the whole 
globe, and handed down to the very end 
of time, the knowledge of the perſons, and 
of the actions, which ſhould never die. 


W᷑Z are, this evening, to beſtow our 
attention 
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attention upon an inſtitution, altogether 


of divine. appointment, intended to record 
an event of ſingular importance to the 
nation immediately affected by it, and 


which, according to its intention, and in 


its conſequences, has involved a great part 
of mankind, 


s 


Moszs and AaRon, having, as the in- 


ſtruments in the hand of Providence, 


chaſtiſed Egypt with nine ſucceſſive and 
| ſevere plagues, inflicted in the view of 
procuring Iſrael's releaſe, are, at length, 


diſmiſſed by the unrelenting tyrant, with 
a threatening of certain death, ſhould 


they ever again preſume to come into his 


preſence. Moſes takes him at his word, 
and bids him a ſolemn, a long, and ever- 
laſting farewel. When men have finally 


baniſhed from them their adviſers and 
monitors, and when God has ceaſed to 
be a reprover to them, their deſtruction 
cannot be very diſtant. Better it is to 


have the law to alarm, to threaten, and 


to chaſtiſe us, than to have it, in anger, 


altogether withdrawn, Better is a con- 
3 ſcience 


wh 
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ſcience that diſturbs and vexes, than a 
conſcience laid faſt aſleep, than a con- 
ſcience * ſeared as with a hot iron.” 


War ſolemn preparation is made for 
the tenth and laſt awful plague of Egypt! 
God is about to reckon with Pharaoh and 
his ſubjects, for the blood of the Iſraelit- 
E iſh male children, doomed from the womb 
to death, by his cruel edict. His eye 
pitied not, nor ſpared the anguiſh of 
E thouſands of wretched mothers, bereaved 
of their children, the inſtant they were 
born; and a righteous God pities, ſpares, 
him not, in the day of viſitation. 


_- 


| Tur circumſtances attending this tre- 
mendous calamity, are ſtrikingly calcu- 
E ated to excite horrour. Firſt, God him- 
q ſelf is the immediate author of it. Hi- 
| therto He had plagued Egypt by means 
and inſtruments; Stretch out thy 
band: «© Say unto Aaron, Stretch 
| © forth thy hand with thy rod.“ But 
now it is, © I will go out into the midſt 
| © of Egypt.” And it came to paſs 
TH M-: that 
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e that at midnight the Lox p ſmote all 
ee the firſt-born in the land of Egypt, 
_ « from the firſt- born of Pharaoh that ſat 
« on his throne, unto the firſt-born of 
e the captive that was in the dungeon, 
« and all the firſt-born of cattle.” As 
mercies, coming immediately from the 
hand of our heavenly father, are ſweeter 
and better, than thoſe which are commu- 
nicated through the channel of the crea- 
ture; ſo judgments, iſſuing directly from 
the ſtores of divine wrath, are more ter- 
rible and overwhelming. The ſword of 
an invading foe is a dreadful thing, but 
infinitely more dreadful is the ſword of a 
deſtroying angel, or the uplifted hand of 
God himſelf, Hd 


mp joe, OY — . As 


|» SgcoNDLY, the nature and quality of 
| the calamity, greatly increaſe the weight 
| of it. It is a wound there, where the 
| heart is moſt ſuſceptible of pain; an evil 
which undermines hope; hope, our re- 
fuge, and our remedy, under other evils. 
The return of another favourable ſeaſon, 
may repair the waſtes, and compenſate 

„ de 
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the ſcarcity, of that which preceded it. 
A body emaciated, or ulcerated all over, 
may recover ſtrength, and be reſtored to 
ſoundneſs ; and there is hope that the 
light of the ſun may return, even after a 
thick darkneſs of three days. But what 
kindneſs of nature, what happy concur- 
rence of circumſtances, can re-animate 


= -. 


ſon, a firſt-born, ſtricken with death ? 


Tux univerſality of this deſtruction, is 


fell with equal ſeverity on all ranks and 


ſant ; on the maſter and the ſlave. From 
| every houſe the voice of miſery burſts 
forth. No one is ſo much at leiſure from 
his own diſtreſs, as to pity, ſoothe, or re- 
lieve, that of his wretched neighbour. 


FoURTHLY, The blow was ſtruck at 


aided by darkneſs, magnifies to a gigantic 
ſue, and elothes in a more hideous ſhape, 
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the breathleſs clay, can reſtore an only 


a third horrid aggravation of its woe. It 


conditions; on the prince and the pea- 


the awyful midnight hour, when every ob- 
jet aſſumes a more ſable hue; when fear, 
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ſmitten, to be preſented with the ghaſtly 


great and holy Lord God, by ſuch an 
_ awful demonſtration of his preſence and 
Power! What terrour and aſtoniſhment 
could equal this? 


vented, was? another cruel ingredient in 
the embittered cup. How would they 
' now-accuſe their deſperate madneſs, in 


and fo forcibly, warned them of their dan- 


how dreadful muſt have been the pangs 
which he felt, while he reflected, that af- 


leſs race of ſtrangers, who lay at his 


the real and fantaſtical, the ſeen and the 
unſeen, diſturbers of ſilence and repoſe, 
To be prematurely awakened out of ſleep, 
by the dying groans of a friend ſuddenly 


image of death, in a darling object, lately 


ſeen and enjoyed in perfect health, to be 
forced to the acknowledgement of the 


0 


Tre keen refletion, that all this ac- 
cumulated diſtreſs might have been pre- 


provoking a power, which had ſo often, 


ger? If Pharaoh were not paſt feeling, 


ter attempting to deſtroy a hapleſs, help- 


mercy, by the moſt unheard-of cruelty 
| and 
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and oppreſſion, he had now ruined his 
own country, by an obſtinate perſeverance 
in folly and impiety ; that he had be- 
come the curſe, and the puniſhment, of 
a nation, of which he was bound, by his 
office, to be the father and protector; 
and that his own hopes were now blaſted 
in their faireſt, moſt flattering object, the 
heir of his throne and empire, becauſe he 
regarded not the rights of humanity and 
mercy, in the treatment of his vaſſals. 


 FiNALLY, if their anguiſh admitted of 
_ a ſtill higher aggravation, The diſtinction, 
from firſt to laſt, made between them and 
Iſrael, the bleſſed exemption which the 
oppreſſed Hebrews had enjoyed, from all 
theſe calamities, eſpecially from this laſt 
death, muſt have been peculiarly morti- 
tying and afflictive. But againſt any 
* of the children of Iſrael, ſhall not a 
* dog move his tongue, againſt man or 
* beaſt ; that ye may know how that the 
Lon p doth put a difference between the 
% Egyptians and Iſrael.” This partakes 
of the nature of that m which the 
| Sue. damned 
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damned endure ; who are repreſented as 
having occaſional, diſtant and tranſitory 
glimpſes of the bleſſedneſs of heaven, 
only for their puniſhment, only to 
heighten the pangs of their own tor- 
ments. Of the approach of their other 
woes, theſe unhappy perſons had been 
repeatedly warned, But this, it would 
appear, came upon them ſuddenly, and 
in a moment. They had gone to reſt in 
ſecurity. The ſhort reſpite which they en- 
joyed from ſuffering, had ſtilled their ap- 
prehenſion ; 19 ſurely,” ſad they, the 
*« bitterneſs of death is paſt. But ah! 
it is only the deceitful calm which precedes 
the hurricane or the earthquake. Let 
men never dream of repoſe from the 
righteous judgment of God, whatever 
they may have already endured, till they 
have forſaken their ſins, and fled for re- 
uge 1 in the divine mercy. 
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Ir is now worth while to conſider the 
notice given, to God's own people, of this 
approaching evil, and the means which 
were appointed, and employed, to ſecure 
them from being involved in the general 
ruin. 
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ruin. The event, ſo deſtructive to Egy] tt, 
was intended to be the era of their li- 
berty, and the means of their deliverance, 


ning of their year from the, month Tifti, 
which anſwers to our September; which, 

as they ſuppoſed, was the time when the 
creation was begun and completed; but 
they are now poſitively enjoined to begin 


= 


tion; whereby their condition was totally 
changed, from ſervitude of the moſt ab- 
ject kind, into freedom the 
and perfect, even the glofious liberty of 
the ſongof Gop. They are diſtinctly in- 
formed, of the ſtroke which Providence 
was meditating againſt Egypt, and of the 
preciſe time when the blow was to be 
ſtruck. They are accordingly directed 
to two things: Firſt, to provide for their 
own lafety; and, Secondly, to hold them- 
ſelves in perfect readineſs, to take ad van- 
tage of the permiſſion to depart, which 
the panic, occaſioned by the death of the 
A dom, ſhould extort from Pharaoh. 
M 4 . For 


They had hitherto reckoned the begin- 


to reckon, from the month Abib or Niſan, 
that 18 Mar ch, in memory of a new crea- 


moſt exalted 


—— — — oa> 
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For the former of theſe purpoſes, every 
particular family, or the two adjoining, 
in N tion to their number, the loweſt, 
according to the Jewiſh writers, being not 
under ten, nor the higheſt above twenty, 
were commant 


nded to chooſe out, and to 
ſet apart, every houſhold, a male lamb, 
or kid, of a particular deſcription, on the 
tenth day of the month, and to kill it on 


the evening of the fourteenth. The fleſh. 


of the victim was commanded to be eaten 
by every ſeveral houſhold apart, roaſted 
with fire. They were all enjoined care- 
fully to keep within their houſes. And, 
the blood of the ſacrifice was to be taken, 
and ſprinkled on the two ſide- poſts, and 


the upper door-poſt of every houſe, where 
it was eaten, This ſprinkling of the 


2 


blood, Was to be the token of God's co- 


Ti : 5 | * 
venant, and a protection, to the families 


ſo diſtinguiſhed, from the word of the 
avenging angel, 


Bur, a poſitive inſtitution, fo immedi- 
ately from heaven, an inſtitution ſo full 
of meaning and inſtruction, of ſuch cele- 
brity ; 


LEC 


A OO — 
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brity in the hiſtory of the world, and con- 

need ſo cloſely with an ordinance of ſtill 
greater notoriety, and of much more ex- 

tenſive influence, an ordinance of much 

longer duration, and which commemo- 

rates an event of infinitely greater im- 

portance, ſurely demands the moſt mi- 

nute attention, and the moſt ſerious 

enquiry. We pretend not to compre- 

hend, and therefore undertake not to ex- 

plain, every particular circumſtance of 

this ſolemn, divine inſtitation ; but the 

moral and religious deſign, is, in general, 
ſo obvious, that a reader, of ordinary ca- 
pacity, has but to run over it with a 

| common degree of ſeriouſneſs and atten- 

tion, in order to underſtand what the 

Spirit of God is ſaying in it, for the edifi- 

cation of mankind. 


AN P art, God was about to diſtin- 
guiſh Iſrael by ſpecial marks of his favour. 
In order to this, they muſt carefully diſ- 
| tinguiſh themſelves, by a punctual ob- 
ſervance of his command. Is more ex- 
pected « of an Iſraclite than of an Egyp- 
tian? ? 
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tian? Undoubtedly. The bleflings which 
come down from above, from the Father 
of lights, are not mere, arbitrary and ca- 
pricious effuſions of liberality, falling 
upon one ſpot, and paſſing by another, 
without reaſon or deſign. No, they are 
the wiſe and gracious recompenſe of an 
intelligent, obſerving and diſcriminating 
Parent, to faithful, affectionate, and obe- 
dient children. Iſrael had been forc- 
warned of the enſuing danger to no pur- 
poſe, had one iota or tittle relating to the 
ordinance of the Paſchal Lamb been neg- 
lected. Calamity is to be avoided, not 
by foreknowing that it draws nigh, but 
by running to a place of ſafety. Salva- 
tion by Chriſt conſiſts, not merely in 
head-knowledge of his perſon, doctrine 
and work; but in a cordial receiving, and 
reſting upon him alone, for ſalvation, as 
he is freely offered to us in the goſpel, 
e wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
e fandctification, and redemption.” The 
careful ſelection, then, of a proper victim, 
and the exact application of it, according 
e to 
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to the commandment, have a z plain and 
an inſtructive meaning. 


SECONDLY, As Iſrael was to depart in 
© haſte, the Spirit of God was pleaſed to en- 
© join a memorial of that haſte, in the qua- 
© lity of the bread which they were to uſe, 
during the celebration of this feſtival, 
When liberty, dear liberty is in view, who 
ſo ſilly as to care whether the taſte be gra- 
E tified or not, for a few days, with a leſs 
| palatable kind of food? Our moſt perfect 
enjoyments in this world, and our higheſt 
q attamments, have a mixture of bitterneſs, 
or of inſipidity attending them: like the 
fleſh of lambs eaten with bitter herbs, and 
= unfermented bread. The Jews, we know, 
| were ſingularly diligent and curious, in 
| ſearching out, and removing from their 
houſes, every thing leavened, during this 
ſacred ſeaſon. With ſuperſtitious ſcru- 
pulouſneſs, they preparedunleavened bread 
for themſelves, and the poor, for months 
before the ſolemn day arrived. A few 
days previous to the feaſt, they cleanſed 
all their veſſels and furniture, What 
FF 3 
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could ſtand the fire, they purified with | 
fire; what could not, they dipped in, or 
rinſed with, water. Their marble mor- 
tars they had hollowed anew. The night 
preceding the day of unleavened bread, 
they lighted wax tapers, and prepared 
for a general ſearch after every remainder 
of leaven. The maſter of the family be- 
gan the ceremony with this ſolemn addreſs 
to God, © Bleſſed art thou, O Lord, who 
e haſt commanded us to put away all that 
e js leavened out of our houſes.” —All 
the males of the houſhold; maſter, chil- 
dren, domeſtics, aſſiſted in ſearching the 
whole houſe over, and examined into the 
moſt ſecret corners, leſt peradventure 
ſome lurking particle of leavened bread, 
or fermented dough, might have been 
overlooked, in order to its being deſtroy- 
ed. As if this had not been ſufficient, 
that the family might be purged of at 
leaſt all intentional violation of the com- 
mandment, the father of it concluded the 
ſearch with this ſolemn execration: Let 
all the leaven that is in my houſe, and 
„ which I have not been able to find out 
& Of 
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« or to remove, be ſcattered, and become 
« like the ſmalleſt duſt of the earth.” 
An inſpired apoſtle is our interpreter of 
this part of the paſchal obſervance; fo 
that we can be at no loſs about the 
meaning of the Spirit in its inſtitution. 
« Purge out therefore the old leaven, 
« that ye may be a new lump, as ye are 
« unleavened. For even Chriſt our 
« Paſlover is ſacrificed for us. There- 


«« fore let us keep the feaſt, not with old 


« leaven; neither with the leaven of ma- 


* 


c 


* 


e leavened bread of ſincerity and truth *.“ 


= The ſcrupulous exactneſs of the Jews, in 


their literal obedience to the command- 


ment, is a ſevere and juſt reproof of many, 
too many profeſſing Chriſtians, who ruſh. 


to the celebration of the goſpel paſſover, 


with little preparation or ſeriouſneſs; and 


ſome, alas! deliberately hoarding up in 
their hearts, and ſecretly, greedily feeding 
upon the old leaven of malice and wick= 
* edneſs.” 


* x Cor. V. 7a 8. 
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lice and wickedneſs; but with the un- 


THIRDpLY, 


„ 
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Tuinprr, The victim itſelf, claims 

our moſt ſerious attention % A male 4 ſ 
* lamb, of the firſt year,” —* without {WR i 

« blemiſh,” to be taken, on the tenth day WF © 
of the month, from his dam, kept apart = 
1 for four days, and then killed! — Theſe . { 
f are all tender and touching conſidera- WR * 
tions. A lamb:” The moſt innocent j ; 
1 and gentle of animals; in the idea, and {WR © 
= the language of all ages and nations, an- 
other name for gentleneſs, harmleſſneſs, WW © 
and ſimplicity; removed early from 3 
its only comfort and protection : 


: * its 2 

fond mother's ſide; deprived of liberty, WF 

ll and deſtined to bleed by the ſacrificing WE 
| 


knife. Who can think of his plaintive 
I!  bleatings, during the days of ſeparation, 1 
=. without being melted ? What Iſraelitih WW 
1 heart ſo inſenſible, as not to yearn at te 
1! thought, that his own life, and the com- 
= fort of his family, were to be preſerved, WM 
He. at the expence of the life of that inof- 

l fenſive little creature, whom he had ſhut 

= up for the ſlaughter, and which, in un- 

| ſuſpicious confidence, licked the hand lift- 

ed up to ſhed its blood? 
1 „ Ws 
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We have not long to ſearch for the 
ſpirit and ſubſtance, of this part of the 
inſtitution : for all ſcripture preſſes upon 
our notice, The LAMB or Gop, who 
« taketh away the ſin of the world ;”— 
lain, © in the eternal purpoſe, from, and 
« before, the fourfdation of the world; 
* holy, harmleſs, and undefiled; —“ de- 
« livered by the determinate counſel and 
W «© foreknowledge of Gop * ſuffering 
s © the Juſt for the 


„ 


zunjuſt, that he might 
« bring us to Gov.” Who was 
* wounded for our tranſgreſſions, who 
« was bruiſed for our iniquities: the 
« chaſtiſement®of our peace was upon 
« him, and with his ſtripes we are heal- 
« ed:” the Lord laying on him “ the 
« jniquity of us all;” withdrawn, ſepa- 
rated from the boſom of his Father de- 
livered into the hands of men pouring 
out his ſoul unto death. 


Ir was to be, a lamb: of he jr 
| © year,” eight days old, at the leaſt; a J 
v year, at "the moſt.” Not leſs than eight — 

days, 0 
Acts ii. 23. ial 
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days, ſay the Jews, that there might in- 


tervene one ſabbath from the birth of the 


victim; and that ſo the ſacredneſs of this 
holy feſtival, might render it worthy of 


being offered unto Gop. ,More proba- 
bly, becauſe that, till then, the animal 
was conſidered as too near a ſtate of im- 
perfetion or impurity. It was not to 


exceed one year; becauſe, to that age, it 


retains its lamb - like harmleſſneſs and 


ſinking the ſpirit in the letter, has aſſert- 
ed, that a ſingle hour beyond the year, 


vitiated the victim, and rendered it pro- 


1 * 


Bur the figure, without ſtraining for 


a reſemblance, preſents unto us, Jz5vs, 
«© a Son born, and a Saviour given: 


ours from the manggr, ours to the tomb. 
His days cut off in the midſt; at that 
period of lite, when men are coming to ; 
their prime of vigour, beauty and uſeful- 
neſs. A lamb, without blemiſh.”— 


Thoſe who love to fritter away the ſpirit 


and meaning of divine inſtitutions, in 


1 literal 


n, wich is ever 
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literal interpretation, have gone into * 
particular enumeration of the various 
kinds of blemiſhes, which diſqualified a 
 facrifice, upon this occaſion; and theſe 
| they, have multiplied to conſiderably 
\ above fifty. And what folly has taken 
pains to invent, ſuperſtition has been 
idle and weak enough to follow. The 
later Rabbins tell us, that the lamb was 
ſet apart four days before the ſacrifice, in 
order to afford leiſure and opportunity to 
enquire into its ſoundneſs and perfection; 
| that if any unobſerved ſpot ſhould appear, 
there might be time to reject it, and to 
ſubſtitute ' another in its room. The 
Law itſelf is plain and ſimple; and no 
good Iſraelite, of common ſenſe, with the 
facred Charter in his hand, could paſſibly 
| miſtake its meaning; which is ſimply to 
ſignify, that the good God is to be ſerved 
| with the choiceſt and beſt of every thing. 
But the law evidently looked further, than 
to the mere corporal perfection or defects 
of a ſilly lamb: and we ſhould but ill un- 
derſtand both the text and the commen- 
tary, did we not look through the whole 
Vox. III. 3 type, 
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pe, to nM who is © without ſpot and 
« blemiſh;” who, though born of a fin- 
ful mother, did no fin;” who lived 
many years in the © midft of a ſinful and 
% adulterous generation,” without con- 
tracting any taint of moral pollution; in 
whom ** the prince of this world, when 
he came, found nothing; and whom his 
agents, Judas and Pontius Pilate, the 
inſtruments of his condemnation and 
death, were conſtrained to acquit. «1: 
« have ſinned, and e innocent 
« blood: ſaid the one. e pe 
. him, and crucify him, for J find no 
« fault in him,” ſaid the other. e And 
« when the centurion ſaw what was 
« done he ſaid, ſurely this was the Son of 
925 God! 17 


Tur very act of ſele#ing the one vic- 
tim, from among many, muſt have been 
an affecting office. Why ſhould this in- 
Nocent creature bleed and die, rather than 
another? Why ſhould the notice of my 
eye, or his accidentally preſenting himſelt 
firſt of the flock, or his ſuperior beauty 
„ 
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and ſtrength, or the determination of the 
lot, doom him, in preference, to the | 
= ſlaughter? But one muſt die. Here the 
1 | choice. 1s fixed; and pity muſt not ſpare, 
= what heaven has demanded. Theſe emo- 
tions of compaſſion, muſt have been fre- 
quently excited during the four days of 
ſeparation. The plaintive bleating, iſſu- 
ing from a tender, aching heart, robbed 
at once of its natural food, protection 
and comfort; feeling the bitterneſs of 
death, in the deprivation of maternal care 
and tenderneſs; the mournfully pleaſing 
employment, of ſupplying the devoted 
victim with aliment, up to the appointed 
hour; the cheriſhing and ſuſtaining with 
folicitude, that life to-day, which the 
ſtrong hand of neceſſity muſt take away 
to-morrow ; all theſe awaken a thouſand 
undeſcribable feelings, —How the heart 
18 wrung, as often as the eye, or the ear, 
or the hand, is attracted to attend, or to 
miniſter, to the little trembling priſoner! 
At length the fatal moment is come: and 
the afflicting alternative preſſes, « This. 
innocent, or my own firſt- born, muſt 
a ſuffer. If my heart relent, lo, the 
13 ” n 
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c 


K 


flaming fword of the deſtr oying Angel 
is within my habitation. My reſolu- 
tion is formed. There is no room for 
deliberation. Die thou, that my ſon 
% may aye.” 


6 


* 


Cc 


A 


c 


A 


Bur the Paſchal victim could have no 
: preſentiment of its approaching fate. 
Happy in its ignorance, it could die but 
once. Chriſtians, need your eyes be di- 
rected to your great Goſpel Paſſover ? Be- 
hold, your Atonement—deliberately cho- 
fen of Gop; fixed upon, in the maturity 
of eternal counſels; under the preſſure of 
the great decree; voluntarily preſenting, 
and ſurrendering himſelf!—Behold him 
continually admoniſhed of his approach- 
ing ſufferings, and death; by his own 
divine preſcience, by the perpetual in- 
ſults and violence of wicked men, by 
the deſcent of Moſes and Elias to the 
mount of transfiguration.“ The de- 
« ceaſe which he ſhould accompliſh” 
at length, "gt Jeruſalem,” was conti- 
nually aſſuming a blacker and a blacker 
complexion, from being foreſeen, fore- 


known, and more keenly felt, as the 
hour 
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hour drew nigh. Lo, he * treads the 
« wine- -preſs alone.” The dreadful con- 
flick 18 begun. W hat [7 ſtrong crying 
« with tears” do I hear ? « Father, if | it 
« be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me.” 
What © great drops of blood” do I ſee, 
diſtilling from every pore, and * falling 
« to the ground? - Ah! the unrelenting 
executioner has begun to perform his 
infernal taſk: And yet, the bleeding 
« Lamb opens not his mouth,” What 
ſigh is that which pierces my ſoul ? What 
ſtrange accents burſt upon my aſtoniſhed 
ear? My God! My God! Why haſt 
e thou forſaken me ?”—The conflict is 
at an end. He bows his head, It is 
« finiſhed.” The victim has * poured 
* gut his ſoul unto death.” He has 
given up the ghoſt.— Theſe things the 
* angels deſire to look into,” 


E O Tux depth of the riches, both of 
: the wiſdom and love of God! How 
| © unſearchable are his judgments, and his 
** ways paſt finding out!“ Who can 

N 3 com- 


—— 
* — — — — — 
A 3. ah * _ — — — 
2343 c4«łéö˙•.ñä «„ ͤ% — 


oa Bos —— — — — . 
* 


nt 
2242252 —— — ——— —— 


rr — odd —— 


2 


182 HISTORY OF MOSES. [LECT, vn. 


« comprehend, what is the breadth, and 
1 length, and depth, and height:“ Who 
* can know the love of Chriſt, which 
Fe paſſeth knowledge! oh 


HISTORY 
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EXODUS Xii. 26, 27. 


AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, WHEN YOUR 


CHILDREN SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, WHAT 


MEAN YOU BY THIS SERVICE ? THAT YE 
SHALL SAY, IT IS THE SACRIFICE OF THE 
LORD'S PASSOVER, WHO PASSED OVER THE 


' HOUSES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN 


EGYPT, WHEN HE SMOTE THE EGYPTIANS, 
AND DELIVERED OUR HOUSES. AND THE 
PEOPLE BOWED THE HEAD AND WORSHIPPED, 
WITH 
PSALM XCl. 5, 6, 7, $, 


THOU SHALT NOT BE AFRAID FOR THE TERROR 
By NIGHT, NOR FOR THE ARROW THAT 


FLIETH BY DAY 3 NOR. FOR THE PESTILENCE 


THAT WALKETH IN DARKNESS 3 NOR FOR THE 
DESTRUCTION THAT WASTETH AT NOON-DAx. 


A THOUSAND SHALL FALL AT THY SIDE, AND 
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TEN THOUSAND AT THY RIGHT HAND; Bur 


IT SHALL NOT COME-NICGH THEE. ONLY WITH 
THINE EVES SHALT THOU BEHOLD, AND SEE 
THE REWARD OF THE WICKED. 


\HE erent Jenovan, in all the 
works of his hands, and in all the 
ways of his providence, 1s ever preparing 
ſtill grander diſplays of his divine perfec- 
tion, than thoſe which have been already 
ſubmitted to our view. This viſible crea- 
tion, fair, and vaſt, and magnificent as 


it 1s, being compoſed of periſhing mate- 


rials, and deſtined, in the eternal plan, to 
a temporary duration, is paſſing away, to 
give place to new heavens, and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” 

| He who made all things at firſt ſaith, 
„ Behold, I make all things, new.” The 


whole Jewiſh economy, ** The adop- 


tion, and the glory, and the covenants, 
« and the giving of the law, and the ſer- 
* vice of God, and the promiſes: The 
patriarchs and the prophets, with all 


they ſaid, afted and wrote, were but 


the preparation of the goſpel of peace; 
and all iſſue, in Chriſt the Lord, “ in 


3 cc whom 


Lt 
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« whom all the promiſes are yea, and 
« amen, to the glory of God the Father.” 
And the kingdom of grace, under the 
great Redeemer, is only leading to the 
| kingdom of glory, 


I is both pleaſant and uſeful, to ob- 

| ſerve the nature, the occaſion, and the 
| defign, of ſacred inſtitutions. A cloſer 
inſpection, generally diſcovers much more 
than is apparent at firſt ſight. The or- 
dinance of the Paſſover, owes its inſtitu- 
tion, to an event of conſiderable 1mpor- 
tance in the hiſtory of mankind ; and its 
abrogation, to a ſtill greater. Its cele- 
bration, commemorates the deſtruction 
of all the firſt-born in Egypt, and the 
redemption of Iſrael. Its abolition, marks 
that moſt memorable era, the death of 
God's own eternal fon, and the redemption 
of a loſt world, by the ſhedding of his pre- 
cious blood. It is not therefore to be won- 
dered at, if, in an ordinance, which was 
intended to expire in the ſacrifice of the 
great Lamb of Atonement,” ſlain 
from the foundation of the world,” 
its divine Author ſhould have thought 
proper 
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proper to enjoin many particulars, which, 

figuratively and enen pointed out 
good things to come, as well as literally 
expreſſed, good * preſent, 


SEvERAL of theſe ſignificant circum- 
ſtances, we took occaſion to point out to 
you in the laſt Lecture. — The com- 
mencement of the year was changed, 
The memory of nature's birth, was ſunk 
as it were, in the memory of the Church's 

' deliverance; and a joyful expectation was 
excited, of the gradual approach of the 
„ fulneſs of time,” the day, the New- 
year's day, of the world's redemption,— 

In that ſacred feſtival was ſeen, God 
drawing nigh to his Iſrael, in loving- 
kindneſs, tender mercy and faithfulneſs; 
and Iſrael, drawing nigh to their God, 
in gratitude, love, and obedience. —The 
feaſt was prepared by the removal of all 
leaven, the emblem of © malice and 
« wickedneſs ;” and eaten with unleav- 
ened bread, the emblem of fincerity 
and truth.” —The victim was appointed 
to be, a ** lamb of the firſt year, without 


« blemiſh,” choſen from among the flock, 
ſet 
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ſet apart, and killed, to preſerve the life 
of him who poured out, and ſprinkled 
its blood; the figure of Him who was 
to come; © the Lamb of God, who 
« beareth the fin of the world,” holy, 
harmleſs, gentle, patient; delivered ac- 
65 cording to the determinate counſel and 
« fore- knowledge of God:“ *< ſuffering, 
the juſt, for the unjuſt, that he might 
„bring us to God.“ We are now to 
continue the ſubject. 


Arr Iſrael was engaged in the ſame 
ſervice, at the ſame inſtant of time, and 
for the ſelf-ſame reaſon. All had de- 
ſcended from the ſame common ſtock, all 
were included within the bond of the 
ſame covenant, all were involved in the 
ſame general diſtreſs, all were deſtined of 
heaven, to a participation in the ſame 
ſalvation.— They appear, in the Paſchal 
ſolemnity, a beautiful, and an inſtructive 
repreſentation, of the great, united, har- 
monious family of God: who are © one 
* body, one ſpirit, and are called in one 
* hope of their calling :” « Who have 
ff one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm :— 

Fc One 
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4 One Gov and Father of all, who is d 
e above all, through all, and in all- 
And they are all coming, in the unity fl 
* of the faith, and of the knowledge of 1 
« the Son of God, unto a perfect man, Y 
* unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the { 
* fulneſs of Chriſt *. 2 

| 

A ,s the church in general, had one and 2 
the ſame ſacrifice, a lamb of the deſcrip. { 


tion which has been mentioned ; fo every 
particular family, or neighbourhood, ac- 
cording to their number, had their own 
particular ſacrifice, and, in that, their 
particular protection and repaſt, The 
charity which comprehended the whole 
Iſrael of God, was thus invigorated and 
enlivened, by being collected and con- 
centered; and the ſacred fire of love, 
which was in danger of being extinguiſh- 
ed, by being diſperſed too extenſively, be- 
ing thus confined within a narrower cir— 
cle, lighting on fewer and nearer objects, 
and aided by reciprocal ren and ar- 


a 


=. . ih. iv. 4. 5,613. 
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= Jour, was blown up into a purer flame. 
A happy prefiguration of the bleſſed in- 
E fluence of the goſpel, and of its ſacred 
E inſtitutions, to rectify, to rivet, and to 
improve the charities of private life; to 
ſhed peace and joy upon every condition 
and relation ; gradually to expand the 
heart, through the progreſſive, continu- 
ally enlarging circles, of natural affection, 
© friendſhip, love of country, love of man- 
E kind, love to ALL the creation of God. 


I tt 
le 
== 


Wrar muſt it have been to an Iſrael- 
itiſn parent, ſtanding with his children 
around him, to eat the Lord's Paſſover, 
to reflect, That while the arrows of the 
Almighty were falling thick upon the 
tents of Ham, his tabernacle was ſecured 
from the ſtroke : that while all the firſt- 
born in Egypt were bleeding by the hand 
of the deſtroying angel: of im, a holy 
| and righteous God demanded no victim, 
but one from the flock ; ſpared a darling 
ſon, and accepted the blood of a lamb! 
What muſt have been the emotions of 
the Iſraelitiſn firſt- born themſelves, at 
| that 
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that awful hour, to reflect on the ſtate 
of their unhappy neighbours, of the ſame 
deſcription with themſelves ; and on their 
own condition; had juſtice, untempered 
with mercy, ſtruck the blow ! Such as 
this, but ſuperiour, as the deliverance is 
greater, muſt be the joy of a truly Chriſ- 
tian family, which has hope in God, 
through Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, in re- 
flecting on that grace, which has made 
a difference between them and their ſin- 
ful neighbours; which has ſeaſonably 
warned them * to flee from the wrath 
«© that is to come; which has „ deli- 
« yered their ſouls from death, their eyes 
« from tears, their feet from falling.” 
What muſt be the inexpreſlible ſatisfac- 
tion of every believer in Chriſt Jeſus, in 
the confidence of being ſprinkled with 
the blood of atonement, of © being at 
„peace with God, through our Lord 
e Jeſus Chriſt,” of being * paſſed from 
« death unto life?“ What a happy com- 
munity is the redeemed of the Lord! 
Wherever ſcattered on the face of the 


whole earth ; hy. are nevertheleſs ga- 
thered 


usr. ville] 
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E thered together in their glorious Head: 


ſeparated. by .oceans and mountains, but | 


united in intereſt and affection: hated, 


deſpiſed, perſecuted of the world; yet. 


ü cheriſhed, eſteemed, protected of the Al- 
mighty! 


| Tus ſacrifices of the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion were many, becauſe they were im- 


perfect. The ſacrifice of the Goſpel is 
ons ;. becauſe once offered, 1t ** for ever 
« perfects them that are ſanctified by 
«; it.” The ancient inſtitution preſcribed, 

a whole Lamb, for every ſeveral family ; 5 


The Goſpel exhibits, a whole and com- 


plete Saviour for every ſeveral elect ſin- 
ner: And that Saviour, at once, a teach- 


er, an atonement, a ruler; * Wiſdom, 
«. righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
hh * demption.” - 


Tax application of the blood of the 


deſtined victim, in this inſtitution, is a 


moſt remarkable circumſtance. They 
„e ſhall take of the blood, and ſtrike it 


10 on the two ſide poſts, and on the up- 
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« per door-poſt of the houſes whercin 
« they ſhall eat it.” It muſt not be ſpilt 
upon the ground, as a worthleſs thing; 
nor ſprinkled in the entering in of the 
door, to be trampled upon, as an unhol7 
thing; but above, and on either ſide; to 
be a covering to the head, and a bulwark 
around. When I ſee the blood I will 
. paſs over you.” Could the all- diſcern- 
ing eye of God ſtand in need of ſuch a 
token, in order to judge between an II- 
raelite and an Egyptian? No. But the 
diſtinctions of God's love avail not them, 
who wilfully and wickedly neglect the 
diſtinctions of faith and obedience. The 
blood in the baſon, is the ſame with the 
blood on the door- poſt; but it is no pro- 
tection, till it be believingly applied. 
The virtue is dormant, till ſprinkling 
- call it forth. Surely, this part of the 
ceremony ſpeaks, to the Chriſtian World, 
for itſelf. Why is mention till made of 
blood, blood? * the ſhedding of blood,” 
«« the ſprinkling of blood,” ** redemption 
« through blood;” and the like? It de- 


notes the life, which conſiſts 1 in the blood 
of 


+ 
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feited by fin, the blood muſt be ſhed ; that 
is, the life muſt be yielded up, before 


| atonement to juſtice can be made: that 
the ſubſtitution and acceptance of one 


life, in the room of another, muſt depend 
upon the will and appointment of the of- 
| fended lawgiver : That the blood of {lain 
beaſts, having no value nor virtue of its 
own, to take away fin, muſt derive all its 
efficacy from the appointment of heaven, 


and from its relation to a victim of a 
higher order: and, that the blood, or life 


| of this oN E victim, yielded up to divine 
| juſtice; is, through its intrinſic worth, 


and the decree of God, of virtue ſuffi- 


| cient to take "away the ſins of the whole 
| world, | 


Bur as, in the original inſtitution, the 


blood of the lamb ſlain was no protec- 


tion to the houſe; till it was ſprinkled 
with a bunch of hyſſop, on the parts of 
the building, and in the manner, direct- 


ed; ſo the ſovereign balm, appointed of 
Vor. III. 0 the 
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of the animal: and it inſtructs us in this 
momentous doctrine, That life being fon 
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the Moſt High, for the cure of the deadly 
Plague of fin, the price of pardon to the 
guilty, the life of the dead, becomes effec- 
tual to the relief of the guilty, periſhing 
ſinner, by a particular application of it, 
to his own wounds, bruiſes, putrifying 
« ſores.” Faith, eyeing the command- 
ment, the power of God, and the grace of 
Chriſt, is like the bunch of hyſſop in the 
hand of the paſchal worſhipper, ſprink- 
ling the blood of atonement, upon the 
<< upper door-poſt, and the two ſide- 
« poſts,” the underſtanding, the heart, 
the life, the ruling, and the governed 
powers of our nature, that the whole 
may be accepted through the Beloved. 


I coxncLvDE this part of my ſubject, 
with quoting a paſſage from the Targum 
of Jonathan, reſpecting the ſprinkling of 

the blood of the paſchal Lamb, as it was 
performed by the children of Iſrael in 
Egypt, which has ſtruck myſelf, as un- 
commonly beautiful and ſublime.— 
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20 Warn the glory of the Lord was 
revealed 
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revealed in Egypt, 1 in the night of the 
T paſſover, and when he ſlew all the firſt- 


' 


lightning: He ſurveyed the inmoſt re- 
« ceſſes of our habitations ; he ſtopped 


« behind the walls of our houſes; ; his 
« eyes oblerved the poſts of. our doors: 


« they pierced through the caſements. 
« He perceived the blood of circumciſion, 
« and the blood of the paſchal lamh, 
40 ſprinkled upon us. He viewed his 


people from the heights of heaven, and 


* ſaw them eating the paſſover, roaſted 


1 with fire: he ſaw, and had compaſſion 
* upon us; he ſpared, and ſuffered not 


. * the deſtroying angel to hurt us.“ 


Tur inferiour ibrtg pe reſpecting 
the facrifice; are theſe. The fleſh of the 


vicim was-to be eaten in the night ſea- 


ſon, not in a crude ſtate, nor boiled in 
water, but roaſted with fire; no bone of 
it was to be broken; no remnant of it 
left until the morning; or elſe the remains 
were to be canſamet ty fire. I am un- 


villing entirely to paſs over theſe circum- 
0 2 ſtances, 


106 


born of the Egyptians; he rode upon 
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ſtances, as if they were of no eſpecial 
meaning or importance; for I am tho- 
roughly convinced, every iota and tittle, 
relating to this ordinance, has a a ſpecific 
meaning and deſign. But I frankly ac- 
knowledge, I cannot diſcern that deſign 
in every particular; and am far from 
being ſatisfied, with the fanciful and un- 
ſupported illuſtrations of ſome commen- 
tators upon the paſſage. Should I myſelf 
ſeem, to any, to have given too much 
into imagination and conjecture, in my 
ideas of it, or in what is farther to be 
offered, the nature of the ſubject, the 
filence of Scripture, the conſciouſneſs of 
honeſtly aiming at your rational enter- 
tainment and religious inſtruction; and 
the humble hope that theſe conjectures 
| are, and ſhall be conformed to the analogy 
of faith, and if erroneous, innocently ſo; 
theſe will, T am perſuaded, ſecure me a 
patient hearing, and a candid interprets- 

tion. | 


8. Tur time of the feaſt was the night 


ſeaſon; the very juncture when the awe- 
— - ful 
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ful ſcene was acting, which marred the 
glory, and blaſted the ſtrength of Egypt. , 
Inconſiderate man muſt have his atten- 
tion rouſed and fixed, by ſtrong and ſtrik- 
ing circumſtances. The moment of exe- 
cution, the hour of battle, and the like, 
are awfully intereſting to a ſerious, hu- 
mane, and public-ſpirited perſon. Every 
ſon of Iſrael knew, that at the very mo- 
ment he was eating his unleavened cake 
with gladneſs, and the fleſh of lambs, 
with a merry heart, © Thouſands were 
« falling at his ſide; and ten thouſand 
« at his right hand.“ What an alarming 
demonſtration of divine Juſtice! What 
an encouraging diſplay of goodneſs and 
mercy! Were the eye opened to ſee God 
as he is; were the powers of an inviſi- 
ble world habitually felt, every creature, 
every ſeaſon, every event, would poſſeſs a 
quickening, an active, a conſtraining in- 
fluence over us. But blind, ſtupid, ſlug- 
giſh as we are, the midnight bell muſt 
toll, to rouſe us to refle&tion :—Death 
muſt aſſume the complexion of fable 
night, and add artificial to natural hor- 
0 3 „ 
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rour, in order to foree a way into our 
ſtony hearts. And God, who knows 
what is in man, vouchſafes to inſtruct 
his thoughtleſſneſs and folly, by acting 
through the medium of powerful and 
awakening circumſtances, upon our ima- 
gination and ſenſes. Hence, poſſibly, the 
injunction t to eat the Paſſoyer by night, 


Ir was to by * roaſted with fire,” not 
eaten raw, nor ſodden with water. To 
eat fleſh | in a crude ſtate, 1s unnatural and 
unwholeſome. And we never find the 
religious inſtitutions of the living and 
true God, doing violence to innocent na- 
tural propenſities and averſions, or in- 
croachin g onthe health and life of his wor- 
ſhippers: for He faith “ 1 will have 
* mercy and not ſacrifice.” Why the 
one method of preparing it, was com- 
manded of God, in preference to the 
other, we pretend not ſatisfyingly to ac- 
count for. Was it to ſecure an unifor- 
mity of pr aQtice, | in the minuteſt circum- 
ſtances relating to His wor ſhip ? Was it 
to form his Church and People to impli- 


cit obedience to his will, in points which 
1 5 they 
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they comprehend not, as in thoſe which 

they well underſtand;—in all caſes what- 

ever, whether he be pleaſed to render, or 
to withhold, a reaſon? Was it intended as 

a ſymbolical repreſentation of their late 

condition ; tried, and prepared, and re- 

fined, in the fire of Egyptian oppreſſion; 

purged, but not conſumed by it? Was it 

a figurative view of the judgment of Gov 

then executing :—Egypt, ſcorched with 

the flame; Iſrael, enlightened, ſeaſoned, 

purified by it? Did it look forward unto, 
and fignify fome particular circumſtance 
in the perſon, the doctrine, or ſufferings 
of the great a ner ſacrifice ? O Lord, 
Thou knoweſt. Secret things be- 

long to thee, but things which are re- 
} © vealed, belong unto us, and to our chil- 
| © dren,” We thank thee for what thou 
haſt condeſcended to reveal to us; and 
would not preſume to ** be wiſe, above 
© what is written,” 


% Nor a bone” of the Paſchal Lamb 
was to ** be broken.” This, as well as 


ſome of the foregoing circumſtances, is 
04 by 


209 


by ſundry commentators; ſuppoſed to be 
intended as a contradiction. to various 


Pagan ſuperſtitions; and particularly to 


the frantic behaviour of the votaries of 


Bacchus; who, in the fumes of intoxi- 
cation, or of religious frenzy, committed 


a thoufand abominations and extrava- 


gances; they fell into violent agitations, 


the pretended inſpiration of their Gop; 


they devoured the yet palpitating fleſh of 


the victims which they had juſt killed, 
and broke all their bones to pieces. But, 
the idolatrous rites of the heathen nations 


were ſo various, and ſo contradictory one 


to another, that we can hardly imagine 
the great I EHOVAH would condeſcend to 
expreſs any concern, whether the rites of 


his worſhip were, in every inſtance, either 
conformed, or oppoſed, to the uſages of 


idolatry. A very famous critic &, aſſigns 
a,very filly reaſon, for this branch of the 
commandment, He alledges 1t was an- 


other indication of the extreme haſte with 


which the Paſſover was to be eaten. 
oF M len in a e, ſays he, 60 do not 


28 "and 
3 beter Flieroz, Par. i üb. ü. cap, L fol. bog. 
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« take leiſure to break them, for the ſake 


« of the juice or marrow.” As if it re- 


quired more time to ſever the joints, and 


break the bones by violence, than to diſſect 


and diſunite-the parts without a fracture. 
The ſimple meaning of the precept ſeems 


to be, that what was once offered to God, 
ſnould not be unneceſſarily disfigured and 


mangled. The blood muſt be ſhed ; for 
that was the ſeal of God's Covenant; the 
fleſn might be eaten, for it was given for 


the ſuſtenance of man's life; but the 
bones, forming no part either of food or 


ſacrifice, were to be left in the ſtate in 
which they were found, till conſumed by 


fire, with the remainder of the fleſh, if 


any remained, the next morning, And, 
is it not extremely probable, that God 
might intend, by certain arbitrary tokens, 
to deſcribe the Meſſiah; and, that the 


prohibition to break the bones of the 
Paſchal Lamb was deſigned to be a type, 
of a remarkable circumſtance attending 


the crucifixion of our Saviour, which 


Providence watched over with ſpecial at- 


tention, 


201 
4 ſtand to pick bones; much leſs do they 
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tention, and brought about by a miracle? 
But when the ſoldiers came to Jeſus, 
„and ſaw that he was dead already, 
1 they brake not his legs *.” And it is 


clear from what follows, that the Evan- 


geliſt conſidered the precept of the law, 
as a prophecy of Chriſt; © For theſz 
things were done, ſays he, that the 


« Scripture ſhould be fulfilled, A bone 


„of him ſhall not be broken +.” 1 
many caſes it happens, that the prediction 
was either not attended to, or had not 
been underſtood, till the event has ex- 
plained 1 it. 

NoTuine of it was to be * left until 
* the morning.” This circumſtance was 
not peculiar to the facrifice of the Paſchal 
Lamb, but common to almoſt every other 


kind of oblation,—This will appear, if | 


we conſult the general laws reſpecting 
ſacrifice. Thus the preſcription runs: 


And the fleſh of the ſacrifice of his 


* peace offerings for thankſgiving, ſhall 


be eaten the ſame day that it is offered; 


| 60 he 
— ohn xx. 33. + Verſe 36. 
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« he ſhall not leave any of it until the 
„ morning *.” And again, When a 
| « bullock, or a ſheep, or a goat is brought 
forth, then it ſhall be ſeven days under 
the dam, and from the eighth day and 1 
« thenceforth it ſhall be accepted for an If) 
« offering made by fire unto the Loxp. 
« And whether it be cow or ewe, ye i 
« ſhall not kill it and her young both in _ 
% one day. And when ye will offer a 1 
«* ſacriſice of thankſgiving unto the Lokpd, . Us 
*« offer it at your own will. On the 1 
“ ſame day it ſhall be eaten up; ye ſhall $1 
leave none of it until the morrow: I 
« am the LorDÞ. The ſolemn affix, : ! 
* I am the Lok p,“ ſeems to inſinuate, 4! 


| that the reaſon of the commandment was mp 


to be ſought in the majeſty and authority 14 
of the law-giver. And, independent of 
authority, decency ſeems to require, that 
what has once been devoted to a hallow- : i 
ed ufe, ſhould never afterwards appear in Lit 
a mangled, impure or putrid ſtate. Per- i 
haps, ſuperſtition was, by this precept, 1 


obliquely, Or intentionally, reproved and Ii 


repreſſed ; — 


7 Lev. vil 15. xx. 27, 28, 29, 30. | | 


— i 
—— ——— am. 
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LE 
repreſſed; ſuperſtition, which loves to c 
feed upon ſcraps, and to hoard up relicks, ſ 
as if they were ſacred things; ſuperſtition, n 
which gives to the fragments of the ſacri- f. 
fice, the veneration due only to the ſacri- T 
fice itſelf, and to the great Author of it. 
*** : 
Wr muſt notice the remaining par— k 
ticulars of this ſervice, in the manner in 0 
which it was originally performed, „ in t 
* haſte,” « ſtanding,” with loins gird- 1 
* ed,” © with ſtaff in hand,” ready to s 
depart. The lamb was to be eaten with ; 
bitter herbs.” A repreſentation, per- y 
haps, of the mixed nature of every ſub- 
tunary enjoyment; and of the whole- 
ſome uſes of unpalatable adverſity. The \ 
„ ſtanding” poſture, and the implements f 
of travelling, ſpeak a plain and diſtinct 
n 


language. Ariſe ye, and depart, for 
this is not your reſt.“ Here we have 
no abiding city, but look for one to 
come.“ © Now ve deſire a better coun- 
ry that: 18; an heavenly.” . Ariſe, 
let us go hence.” A proviſion was 
graciouſſy made, for ſuch as might be 
ceremonially 


Irer. VII] HISTORY OF MOSES. 


ceremonially unclean, at the future ſea- 


ſons of celebration; and the door of 


mercy and. communion was opened to 
ſtrangers.  Blefled prefiguration, of th e 


remedy provided for the chief of ſinners; 


of the refuge opened for the reception 


of “aliens from the commonwealth of 
« Iſrael;“ of the liberal, condeſcending, 
comprehenſive ſpirit of the goſpel ! Chriſ- 
tians, ye © are no more ſtrangers and fo- 
« reigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
« ſaints, and of the houſhold of God.” 
_ * Thoſe who were afar off, are made nigh 
« by the blood of Chriſt,” _ 


Mx and brethren, the time is at hand, 
when a more fearful midnight cry ſhall 
be heard, than even that which ſmitten, 
groaning Egypt, raiſed in the hour of 
vengeance. * Theday of the Lord ſhall 
come as a thief in the night.” * Be- 
hold he cometh with clouds, and every 
| * eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which 

„ pierced him; and all kindreds of the 
* earth ſhall wail becauſe of him.” Be- 
| hold, a careleſs, lumbering world, a world 


3 


A 


lying 


TH 


RP 


lying in wickedneſs, is threatened with 


a death infinitely more dreadful than that 
which deſtroyed the firſt-born, with the 
fecond death,” a living death of ever. 
laſting baniſhment from the preſence 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
% power.” From that laſt plague, there 
is no ſecurity but one; that ſecurity, of 


which the © blood of ſprinkling” under 


the law, was but a type. Run to 
your ſtrong hold, ye priſoners of hope.” 
«« Flee, flee for refuge; lay hold of the 
- hope that is ſet before you,” © Behold, 
© now is the accepted time; behold, now 


0 is the day of ſalvation.” * If God be 
for us; who can be againſt us? He 


ce that ſpared not his own Son, but deli- 


« vered him up for us all, how, ſhall he 


« not with him alſo freely give us all 
things? Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? It is God that 


“ juſtifieth : Who is he that condemn- 


eth? It is Ohriſt that died, yea, rather, 


<< that is riſen again, who is even at the 
* right hand of God, who alſo maketh 


4. interoeſſion for us K. 12 


Rom. vil 32, 33, 14. 
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How many things in the Scriptures ; 
in Moſes, in the Prophets; in the Law, 
in the Goſpel; are dark, and hard to be 
underſtood ? But the hour cometh, when 
the veil ſhall be removed from our eyes ; 


when the Truth, as it 1s in Jeſus, ſhall . 


ſtand confeſſed, without a myſtery; and 
ſhall be ſeen and read of all men. What” 
he doth, ** ye know not now, but ye 


« ſhall know hereafter.” © We know in 


part, and we propheſy in part. But 
„when that which is perfect is come, 
« then _ which is in part ſhall be done 
« away.” For now we ſee through a 


« olaſs, darkly ; but then face to face: . 
now I know in part; but then ſhall I 


* know, even as alſo I am known *. 


1 Cor. Xii. 18: 


HIS TOR 
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| Exopus xili. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN PHARAOH nab 
LET THE PEOPLE GO, THAT GOD LED THEM 
NOT THROUGH THE WAY OF THE LAND or 
THE PHILISTINES, ALTHOUGH THAT WAS | 


NEAR 3 FOR GOD SAID, LEST PERADVENTURE 
THE PEOPLE REPENT, WHEN THEY SEE WAR, 


AND THEY RETURN TO EGYPT. Bur GOD LED 
THE PEOPLE ABOUT, THROUGH THE WAY OF. 


THE WILDERNESS OF THE RED SEA. AND 


THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WENT UP HAR- 
NESSED OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT. AND 
MOSES TOOK THE BONES OF JOSEPH WITH 


HIM: FOR HE HAD STRAITLY SWORN THE 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, SAYING, 600 WILL 


SURELY VISIT YOU; AND YE SHALL CARRY 


UP MY BONES AWAY HENCE WITH vou. AND 
THEY TOOK THEIR JOURNEY FROM SUCCOTH, 


AND EN CAMPED IN ETHAM, IN THE EDGE OF © 
THE WILDERNESS. AND THE LORD WENT. 


BEFORE THEM, BY DAY IN A PILLAR or A 
You III. P cdrovup, 


— 
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CLOUD, TO-LEAD THEM THE WAY AND py | 
NICHT IN A PILLAR OF FIRE, TO GIVE THEM 
LIGHT; TO GO BY DAY AND NIGHT, yy 
TOOK NOT AWAY THE PILLAR OF THE CLOUD 
BY DAY, NOR THE PILLAR OF- FIRE BY NIGHT, 
' FROM BEFORE THE PEOPLE. 


L I. that weak, ignorant, erring 
man can know, 1s a few of the 
ſmaller objects which are immediately 
around him ; and of theſe, but a few of 
the more obvious qualities which they 

poſſeſs, and the relations in which they 

ſtand to one another. Remove them 

but a little, as to ſpace or time, and they 
gradually diſappear, till they are, at 
length, involved in total darkneſs. The 
diſtance of a few leagues terminates our 
viſion ; the lapſe of. a few years eraſes 
all traces from our memory. The cloud 

of night conceals, or changes the appear- 
ance of things the neareſt to us, and the 
moſt perfectly known. Here, we are 

dazzled and confounded. by an exceſs of 
light; there, we are checked and repulſed 
by dimneſs and obſcurity. The ſun for- 
bids us to behold his face by reaſon of his 
1 ſplen- 
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ſplendour ; ; the earth and the ocean pre- 
ſent to us but their ſurface; and the 


heavens oppoſe to the eager eye a vault 


of cryſtal, ſaying, « Hitherto ſhalt thou 
« come, but no further.” We feel our- 
ſelves hedged in, fettered, confined, on 
every fide. And our condition, in this 
reſpe&, is that of every created, limited 
being. Open proſpect after proſpect ; 
expand ſyſtem upon ſyſtem ; add faculty 
to faculty; yet the proſpect is bounded 
at length.” Suns and worlds are capable 


of being numbered, and there is a height 
and depth {till beyond, which 1 


ſtanding of an angel cannot fathom. 


Turk is only ONE Being whoſe: du- 


ration 18 immeaſurable — whoſe ſpace is 
unconfined—whoſe | power is uncontroul- 
ed,—whoſe underſtanding is infinite.— 

| With Jenovan, a thouſand years are as 
one day ; ; and one day as a thouſand 
C years.” He alone can ** declare the 
| * end from the beginning, and from an- 
« cient times, the things that are not yet 
* done, ſaying, My counſel ſhall ſtand, 
* and 
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« and I will do all my pleaſure *.“ Hr 
is “ above all, and through all, and in 
call!“ An impenetrable veil hides fu- 
turity from, every created eye : but the 
Spirit of prophecy 1s pleaſed ſometimes 
to remove it. Abraham ſaw the Redeem- 
er's day afar off, and rejoiced. He ſaw, 
in prophetic viſion, the ſervitude, the af- 
fliction, and the deliverance of his poſte- 
rity, at the diſtance of four hundred years, | 
To mortal man, whoſe longeſt ſpan of 
exiſtence is diminiſhed to much under a 
century, four hundred years have ſome- 
thing like the appearance of an Eternity; 
but before God, time and ſpace are con- 
_ tracted to a point, to a moment. With 
him, that which is to be done, is already 
done. Men ſhape events according to 
their fancy, their fears, their wiſhes, or 
their hopes. But * the counſel of the 
Lord, it ſhall ſtand, and he fulfillet 
« all his pleaſure.” 


. was the word of the Lord 1 to 
Abraham? And he ſaid unto Abram, 
„ Know 

„ Iſaiah xlvi. 10, 
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% Know of a ſurety, that thy ſeed ſhall 
« be a ſtranger in a land that is not 
« theirs, and ſhall ſerve them, and they 


«ſhall afflict them four hundred years. 


And alſo that nation whom they ſhall 


« ſerve will I judge: and afterward ſhall 


ee they come out with great ſubſtance *.“ 
What was the doing of the Lord, in con- 
formity to that word? And it came 
« to paſs, that at midnight the LoRD 
« ſmote all the firſt- born in the land of 
« Egypt, from the firſt-born of Pha- 


« raoh that ſat on his throne, unto the 
« firſt- born of the captive that was in 


« the dungeon, and all the firſt-born of 
« cattle.” And the children of Iſrael 
| « did according to the word of Moſes : 


* and they borrowed of the Egyptians, 
« jewels of filver, and jewels of gold, and 
% raiment, And the Lord gave the peo- 


e ple favour in the ſight of the Egyptians, 
* ſo that they lent unto them ſuch things 


aas they required: and they ſpoiled the 


« Egyptians,” —Iſrael came into Egypt, 
Bs P23 few 


„Gen. xv. 13. 14. 
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few in number, weak, and indigent ; but 

they go out from the land of their oppreſ- 
ſion, greatly increaſed, mighty, and formi. 
dable ; laden with the ſpoils of their cruel 
© oppreſſors, the well- earned reward of the 

labours of many years, and of much ſor- 
| row. 


IT is repeatedly remarked, that the 

prediction relating to the deliverance of 

2D God's People, was fulfilled to a ſingle 
| day. Of this we have a confirmation in 
the preceding chapter, and the forty- firſt 
3 verſe; And it came to pals, at the end 
« of the four hundred and thirty years, 
even the Hamme day, it came to paſs, 
© that all the hoſts of the Lox, went 
* C out of the land of Egypt.” Again, at 
the 51ſt verſe; „And it came to paſs, 
« the /e It: ſame day, that the Loxp did 
« bring the children of Iſrael out of the 
8 land of Egypt by their armies.” And 
yet, on comparing numbers, in the pre- 
diction, and the hiſtory of its accompliſh- 
ment, we find a difference of thirty years. 


The Seventy Interpreters Were aware of 
this 
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this difficulty, and have obviated it, by 
thus paraphraſing the paſſage in Exodus, 
« The ſojourning of the Children of II- 
« rael, in the land of Canaan, and in the 
« land of Egypt, was four hundred and 
« thirty years.” To juſtify which com- 
putation, we need but to obſerve, that 
Moſes, in the four hundred and thirty 
years, includes all the time that Abraham 
had paſſed in Canaan, previous to the 
birth of Iſaac. And a learned prelate of 
our own country, Archbiſhop Uſher, in 
his valuable chronology, has proved this 
calculation to be juſt. For Abraham was 
exactly twenty-five years in Canaan be- 
fore Iſaac was born*.—From the birth 
„ of 


jacob was born to Ifaac when he was ſixty years old; 
and at the time he went down to Egypt, according to his 
own declaration to Pharaoh, he was one hundred and thirty ; 
which, added to the twenty-five years of Abraham's pil- 
grimage, from his leaving Ur of the Chaldees, to the birth of 
Iſaac, make two hundred and fifteen, He and his poſterity 

continued in Egypt, a like period of two hundred and fifteen 
years, So that it is plain, Moſes reckoned in the whole 
ſum of four hundred and thirty years, all the pilgrimages 
of Abraham and his poſterity, from his firſt leaving his kin- 
dred and father's houſe in Meiopotamis, down to their tri- 
| umphant 
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of Ifaac to the Exodus from Egypt, waz 
four hundred and five, which completes 
the four hundred and thirtieth year, men- 
tioned in this paſſage, and by Paul, in the 
third of the Galatians, 17th? verſe, Thus 
perfect are all the ways and works of 
Gop : thus abſolute his power, over all 
perſons and all events No ſkill, no 
ardour, no violent efforts, on the part of 
Iſrael, could accelerate their enlargement, 

| —Nor could the combined, ſtrength of 
Egypt, of mankind, of created Nature, 
retard it one ſingle hour! 35 


In order to preſerve, to all generations, 
the memory of a period ſo ſingular, and 
fo important, in their hiſtory, the ordi- 
nance of the paſſover, was to be honour- 

ed with an annual celebration; and, as 
poſitive and arbitrary inſtitutions derive 
all their value and uſe, from a right un- 
derſtanding of their meaning, and the 
deſign of their author, expreſs words arc 


umphant exit from Egypt, and their ſetting out on the con- 


queſt of Canaan, whoſe 3 n tough not before, was now 
full, 


* 
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put into the mouths of parents and heads 
of families, for the inſtruction of genera- 
tions to come, in the nature and reaſon 
of this ſolemn ſervice. *© And thou ſhalt 
« ſhew thy ſon in that day, ſaying, This 
* ig done, becauſe of that which the Loxp 
te did unto me, when I came forth out of 
Egypt. And it ſhall be for a ſign un- 
to thee, upon thine hand, and for a 
memorial between thine eyes, that the 1 
« Lord's Law may be in thy mouth: 3 1 
„with a ſtrong hand, hath the Lord | | 
« brought thee out of Egypt.” And it 
« ſhall be when thy ſon aſketh thee, in 9 
„ time to come, ſaying, What is this? I 
that thou ſhalt ſay unto him, By 
- ſtrength of hand, the Lord brought 
te us out from Egypt, from the houſe of 
“ bondage. And it came to paſs, when 
« Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that 19 
« the Lord ſlew all the firſt-born in tze 
* land of Egypt, both the firſt-born of [ 
* man, and the firſt-born of beaſts: there= I 
„fore I facrifice to the Lord all that li 


„ openeth the matrix, being males; but 4 
Mn * all the firſt- born of my children! 
„„ redeem.” 


4 
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„ redeem.” Hence it appears that, be- 
| ſides this great annual ſacrifice, a law was 
enacted, at this time, though it was not 
to be enforced, until they ſhould be put 
in poſſeſſion: of the promiſed land, that 
in grateful remembrance of God's paſling 
over their firſt-born, when he deſtroyed 
thoſe of Egypt, the firſt-born of the hu- 
man ſpecies, and alſo of the brute crea- 
tion, through every age, ſhould be dedi- 
cated and ſet apart, as a facred property, 
Ihe great Legiſlator was pleaſed after- 
wards, by a particular injunction, to ap- 
propriate to himſelf one whole tribe out 
of the twelve, in room of the firſt- 
born out of every tribe, to miniſter unto 
him in holy things; and in this ordi- 
nance, the Church of Gop, at that early 
period, both exhibited and enjoyed an 
emblematical repreſentation of the evan- 
gelical prieſthood ; not veſted in, and ex- 
cluſively belonging to a particular de- 
ſcription of men, but the common cha- 
racter and dignity of all Chriſtians; 2 
« generation choſen of Gop, in Chriſt, 
** a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, 4 
66 *« peculiar 
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« peculiar people that they ſhould ſhew 
« forth the praiſes of Him, who hath 

« called them out of darkneſs into his 

« marvellous light.” — And they are in- 

troduced before the throne, with this 

ſong of praiſe in their mouths, ** Unto 

« Him that loved us, and waſhed us 
« from our fins in his own blood, and = 
, hath made us kings and prieſts unto i 
« God and his father ; to him be glory 
« and dominion for ever and ever. — 
Amen *.“ WT | 


Is it not worth while to compare, ſee = 
ing the Spirit of God has thought it meet 
to tranſmit to us the very numbers, the [1 
entire ſtate of Iſrael, as it were, at the — 
time of its deſcent into Egypt, and at its 
departure thence? The whole number { 
which accompanied Jacob from Canaan, 
when driven thence by the famine, him- _ 11 
ſelf included, was fixty-ſix : which, add- 1 
ed to the family of Joſeph, already in || 
Egypt, ein of himſelf, Aſenath the TT 

daughter 
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daughter of the prieſt of On, adopted by 
marriage into the family of Abraham, 
and their two ſons, the amount is ſeven- 
ty—when they left that country. In a 
period of little more than two hundred 
years, they are increaſed to the amazing 
ſum of fix hundred thouſand men of mi- 
litary age, without reckoning females, 
children of both ſexes, under twenty, and 
old men of ſixty and upward : for that 
was the age of ſuperannuation among 
this people. Taking therefore the calcu- 


lation ſo low, as four of all the other de- e 
ſcriptions, for one of the military age, that d 
is, males from twenty to ſixty, the whole n 

number of the deſcendants of Abraham n 
that left Egypt muſt have been at leaſt three 1 
millions. So that, dividing the whole time 9 
of their ſojourning there, into periods of w. 
twenty years, it appears that their num- le 
ber was multiplied nearly three times in 

every twenty years. Now, if we conſider, ec 
that the moſt rapid ſtate of population, Or 
in the ordinary courſe of nature, and in in 
circumſtances the moſt favourable to it, is m 
a doubling the number on inhabitants, every WW ac 


twenty 
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twenty years; and that, only in the earlier 
ages of a people or colony - What muſt 
we think of this amazing increaſe, in cir- 
cumſtances the moſt unfavourable: in a 
people cooped up in a narrow diſtrict; 
and that diſtrict not their own, but the 
property of a nation much more power- 
fal than themſelves; a people among 
whom marriage was grievouſly diſcou- 
raged by the want of liberty, by hard and 
oppreſſive labour, by ſubjection to the 
deſpotiſm of a foreign prince, by penal 
edicts, which doomed all their male chil- 
dren to death, and by which, doubtleſs, 
multitudes periſhed, together with their 
natural increaſe? The multiplication of 
Iſrael, in a proportion ſo great, in a pro- 
greſs ſo rapid, in a ſituation ſo unfriendly, 
will be, in reality, found a miracle, though 
leſs ſtriking to a ſuperficial obſervation, be- 
ing gradually and imperceptibly perform- 
ed, upon cloſer attention, a prodigy equal 
or. ſuperior to any that were wrought, in 
immediately effecting their enfranchiſe- 
ment. And this leads us to the grateful 
acknowledgement of God's wiſe and gra- 
 cioug 
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cious Providence, in its ordinary opera- 
tions and effects. What 1s daily preſer. 
vation, but Creation—one omnifickx x. x7 
% THERE BE, —daily, every inſtant re- 
peated? What is the progreſs of vegeta- 
tion, of life and reaſon, but the continual 
interpoſition of the great Source of all be- 
ing, life and intelligence? What is diſſo- 
lution and death, but the ſupporting, 
vivifying power of God, with-drawn from 
the body which it juſt now inhabited? 


Tuis vaſt hoſt was accompanied with, 
what Moſes calls, a mixed multitude. 
This is ſuppoſed to have been made up of 
the produce of marriages between Iſrael- 
ites and Egyptians; of Egyptians, who 
from the miracles which they had ſeen 
wrought in favour of Iſrael, had been 
determined to follow-the fortunes of that 
people; and of neighbours, who, in the 


ordinary intercourſe of mankind; might Jo! 
be brought into contact with them, and B. 
who, through fear, intereſt or curioſity, ee 
might be induced to follow their camp. co 
| | an 


Max, 
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Man, with his uſual ignorance and 


| haſte, would have been for conducting 
this mighty army directly to Canaan. 
And no doubt, the ſame almighty arm 


which had thus aſſerted them into liberty, 
could have led them ſtraight forward to 
conqueſt. But, in ſtudying the hiſtory of 


the divine conduct, as ordering and go- 


verning the affairs of men, we find it is 


compoſed partly of the interpoſitions of 
heaven, and partly of the exertions of 


men. It is not / miracle: that were to 
encourage eternal indolence and ſtupidity, 
in rational beings, formed after the image 
of God, and to reduce men to mere paſſive 


elods of earth: nor is it all, on the other 


hand, the effect of human ſkill, induſtry 
and diligence; for that were to reſign the 


government of the world to the frail and 
the fooliſh; that were to weaken the 
power of religion, which is the life, the 
Joy, the guide, the ſupport of the univerſe. 


But we diſcover divine interpoſition, to a 


certain degree, ſo as to inſpire a reaſonable 


confidence in, and dependance upon God; 


and we diſcern the exertions of men 
crowned 
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crowned with ſucceſs, through the bleſ. 
ſing of heaven upon them, and this 
enforcing the neceſlity of bringing out, 
and exerciſing the powers and facul. 
ties of our intellectual nature. Ifrael 
is delivered from Egypt at once; but is 
Introduced into Canaan by degrees: The 
former, an act of ſovereign power, un- 
mixed with, independent upon, human 
efforts; the latter, the leſs perceptible 
operation of Omnipotence, blending it- 
ſelf with, ſubduing, directing, and pro- 
moting the deſigns and endeavours of 
reaſonable beings, who had a great object 
in view, and a clear rule to walk by. 
Thus, in a caſe of univerſal importance, 
the juſtification and adoption of the ſin- 
ner, are acts of free, ſovereign grace, 
whereby ſin is forgiven, and the right 
and privileges of ſons conferred ; whereas 
ſanctification is the gradual work of the 
Spirit, ſupporting us by the way, over- 
coming our enemies by little and little, 
and making us © meet to be Ppartakers 
t© of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
45 light. " 


A GREAT 
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A GREAT multitude of people is al- 
ways an object of ſerious attention, and 
| of deep anxiety. Many mouths were to 


be fed, many humours to be ſtudied, 


many talents to be employed. Some 
were to be gained by love, others to be go- 
verned by fear; the impetuoſity of one 
was to be repreſſed, the timidity and diffi- 
dence of another to be countenanced and 
encouraged ; care was to be exerciſed, 
about thoſe who were either unable or 


unwilling, to exerciſe any about them 
ſelves. What a charge, then, was that 
of Moſes and Aaron! bearing on their 
ſhoulders the burden of ſuch an aſſembly ; 


a vaſt multitude agitated with the ordi- 
nary paſſions of human nature; unarmed, 
unaccuſtomed to diſcipline, untractable; 
one moment elated with extravagant 
hopes, the next, depreſſed with unreaſon- 


able fears. The wiſdom of a Moſes, had 


been unequal to the taſk, unſupported by 


the Wiſdom which ſees all things at one 


view, and the Power which * worketh 
Kall things after the counſel of his own 
66 will.“ | | 
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TA ERE is a happy diſpoſition, in all 


the evils to which our nature and condi. 


tion are ſubject, to find out, and to ap- 
ply, their own remedy, Neceſſity always 

| ſets invention to work. Invention puts 
the machine in motion ; and once in mo- 
tion, every wheel keeps its place, exerts 


its power, performs its office. But here, 


the mighty machine, prepared in all its 
parts according to the plan of infinite 
wiſdom, put together and regulated by 


the hand of almighty power, and con- 
ducted by unchangeable truth and faith- 


fulneſs, could not vary its motion, could 
not deviate from its deſign: and the paſſage 
of, perhaps, four millions of people, with 
their immenſe poſſeſſions of flocks and 
herds, and other property, from Egypt 


to Canaan, will appear one of thoſe ſin- 


gular phenomena in hiſtory, which no 
principles of human conduct, no natural 


and ordinary concurrence of events, arc 


able to explain; and which muſt finally 
be reſolved into a wiſdom and power pre- 
ternatural and divine, Accordingly, we find 

Providence 
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Providence taking immediately the charge 
of them; but not in the uſual way, not 
by forming a regular diſcipline, and raiſ- 
ing up commanders and magiftrates of 
unuſual addreſs and ability, but declar- 
ing by ſenſible tokens, which were ſeen, 
read and underſtood of all, I am the 
« Leader and commander of my people.” 


Bur before we proceed to the conſider- 
ation of this wonderful ſymbol of the 
divine preſence, we muſt attend our au- 
thor, and take notice of a tender and 
touching circumſtance, in the departure 
from Egypt, namely, the removing of the 
bones of Joſeph. That truly great man 
had been the ſaviour of his father's houſe, 
| when he was alive, and was now the hope 
of Iſrael, after he was dead. In all their 
| afflictions, his precious duſt had been to 
them the pledge of deliverance; and now 
when that deliverance is come, they bear 
it with them to the land promiſed to their 
| tore-fathers, for burial. Thus reſpect- 
able and uſeful, in life and in death, are 
the wiſe and the good; thus anxious 


Tz: ought 
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| ought we to be, to promote the beſt in- 
tereſts of mankind, not only while we are 
yet with them; but to leave ſomething 
behind us, that may benefit and inſtruct, 
after we are ſeen and heard no more, 
Chriſtians, we carry with us, as our hope 
in this wilderneſs, not the bones of a de- 
parted deliverer, but the memory of a 
riſen Saviour, The ſacred pledge of our 
final redemption 1s depoſited, not in a cof- 
fin, but in this precious record—but in 
the hiſtory of facts, well known and 
firmly believed by you—but in many 
great and precious promiſes given unto | 
you. For if we believe that Jeſus 
died, and roſe again; even ſo them alſo 
* which ſleep in Jeſus will God bring 
with him.” The aſhes of the patri- 
arch Joſeph could not reſt in the tomb, 
till Iſrael came to the poſſeſſion of their 
- Promiſed inheritance ; ſo the Spirit and 
Providence of the great Redeemer, are in 
perpetual motion and exerciſe, till he ſhall 
have gathered into one, all his redeemed 
unto himſelf; till the youngeſt of his 
n the meancſ} of his daughters, being 
Slor ified, 
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glorified, ſhall take poſſeſſion of their pur- 
chaſed inheritance, ** the kingdom pre- 
« pared for them, from the foundation 
« of the world.” 


Tuvus, then, Iſrael takes his departure; 
thus joyfully, thus triumphantly, thus 
increaſed ; and “ not one ſickly or feeble 
ce among them; —4 wonder not infe- 
riour to any of the reſt, But all * is of 

the Lord of hoſts, who is wonderful in 
« counſel, and excellent in working.“ 


Tux plain of Rameſes was the firſt 
great rendezvous of the Lord's hoſt. They 
had built, as part of their taſk-work, a 
city of that name, at the command of 
Pharaoh. But it was alſo the name of 
a region of Egypt, elſewhere called Go- 
ſhen ; the ſame which Joſeph choſe for 
the reception of his aged parent; becauſe 
being fituated neareſt to Canaan, it dimi- 
niſhed the length and fatigue of his jour- 
ney; and being a graſſy country, ſuited 
bis family's employment, that of ſhep- 
herds. The nearneſs to Canaan might, 

cordingly, be now again conſidered as 
A Q-3-- a favourable 
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a favourable circumſtance to the return 
of Iſrael thitherward. If we may credit 
Philo, the two countries were not above 
three days journey diſtant, the one from 
the other. And certain it is, that the 
Patriarchs, encumbered with a convoy 
laden with corn, eaſily performed a jour- 
ney to a more diſtant part of Egypt, and 
back again, in the courſe of not many 
weeks at moſt. Moſes might therefore 
have, without much difficulty, conducted 
the people of his charge, to the place of 
their deſtination, in a very ſmall ſpace of 
time. But was the diſtance of place, the 
only difficulty which they had to encoun- 
ter? How could men inured to ſlavery; 
men juſt eſcaped from the rod of a tyran- 
nical oppreſſour, have the courage to meet | 
the proweſs and diſcipline of the warlike 
nations of Canaan; unprovided with 
arms for the field, and with military en- 
gines for the attack of fortified towns, 
had they been bold enough to attempt to 
take poſſeſſion by force. Some Interpre- 
ters, indeed, render the word harneſſed, in 
the eighteenth verſe of the thirteenth 
| een, 
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chapter, armed. But the term, in the ori- 
ginal, is ſo equivocal, and the learned at- 
tempts to determine its meaning are ſo 
unſucceſsful, that we remain ſtill in the 
dark about its true meaning. The pre- 
ſumption certainly is, that the Iſraelites 
were not armed. What had a nation of 
ſhepherds, living by ſufferance in a foreign 


| land, to do with arms? Would the 


policy of Egypt have permitted it? But 
Moſes, the moſt accurate of hiſtorians, 
takes care to point out a circumſtance, 
which furniſhes the firſt idea of putting 
arms into the hands of iſrael. After the 
waves of the red ſea had ſwallowed up the 
Egyptian army, their dead bodies with 
their arms were miraculouſly caſt on ſhore, 
and provided Iſrael with armour from 
their ſpoils. 


IT is evident, that God intended to form 
the courage and diſcipline of his people 
in the wilderneſs; before he tried theſe 
upon the nations whom they were de- 
ſtined to ſubdue. Nay, further, it was 
eridently his deſign, to ſettle their whole 
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civil and religious polity, while they were 
yet in an erratic ſtate, that when they 
came to Canaan, there might be nothing 
to do, but to take poſſeſſion, and to exe- 
cute the laws which they had already re- 
ceived. And alas, what ſhall we ſay? 
This ſwarm of people, numerous as the 
ſand upon the ſea-ſhore, with the excep- 
tion of one or two, and Moſes their 
leader among the reſt, thus pompouſly 
and powerfully ſaved, —were ſaved from 
Egypt, but to die in the wilderneſs. Men 
die, but the Church lives : and the Church 
is the care of God. Thy way, O God, 
is in the ſea, and thy path in the great 
waters, and thy footſteps are not known. 
* Thou leddeſt thy people like a flock, 
„by the hand of Moſes and Aaron. *” 


N — —— 
—— — vo „ ˖»—˖—[—664j Fe * 


— — —-— Er 
— — coo 


— N 
——— ˙UUU: : — 5 


INS TEA D, then, of marching ſtraight 
northward, in the direction of Canaan, 
their courſe is bent eaſtward, to the 
great wilderneſs, which bounds Egypt, 
and Arabia Petræa: God himſelf lcad- 
ing the way, in a moſt wonderful diſ- 


* Plalm Ixxvii. 19. 
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play of his glorious preſence and power, 
deſcribed in the words which I read at 
the opening of the lecture. And they 
« took their journey from Succoth, and 
« encamped in Etham, in the edge of the 
„ wilderneſs. And the Lord went before 
« them, by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
« to lead them the way; and by night in 
« a pillar of fire, to give them light; to 
« go by day and night. He took not 
« away the pillar of the cloud by day, 
« nor, the pillar of fire by night, from 
“ before the people“. In this, Gop 
ſpake, at once, to the underſtanding and 
to the ſenſes. Could any Iſraelite doubt 


that the Lord was there? He had but to 


open his eyes, whether it were by day, or 
by night; and lo, a thick cloud obſcuring 
the brightneſs of the one, or a flaming 
fire, diſpelling the ſhades of the other, 
proclaimed the dread preſence of Jx- 
nov AH. Could any one call in queſtion 
his kindneſs; when he ſaw darkneſs be- 
come a guide, and fire, a protector? 
Durſt any one preſume to approach too 
3 nigh, 


* Exodus xiii. 20, 21, 22. 
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nigh, when mne impenetrable, and 


is 
light inacceſſible, alternately guarded his lis 
pavilion? Was it poſſible for any heart to M 
fear, when the Moſt Mighty thus de- or 
clared, in language more emphatical than FH 
can be conveyed by words “ Lo, I am | ql 
“for you!—Who is he that can, that in 
dare to, be againſt you?” | fir 
op 
Tur appearances of God are ſuited to ee 
the circumſtances of his people. Cloud G 
by night, would have been to increaſe the tl 
horrour, and to multiply the unwhole- h1 
ſome damps, of that ſeaſon. Fire by day, ti 
would have been adding fuel to a flame, 1 
already intenſely hot, in a burning cli b 
mate, and parched ſoil. But, tempered, tt 
adapted, diſtributed, according to Wiſdom of 
not capable of errour, the peculiar incon- tc 
venience of each ſeaſon is relieved; and tl 

the ills of nature, are remedied by the diſ- 

penſations of grace. The cloudy-fiery 
Pillar, is a manifeſtation of Deity, ſuited to f 
a wilderneſs ſtate. In heaven, a God of a 
Love, is light, without “any darkneſs at E 
all,” —In hell, a God of implacable Wrath a 

I of 
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is perpetual darkneſs, without one ray of 
light. On earth, a God of Juſtice and 
Mercy, is darkneſs and light, in ſucceſſive 
order and perfect harmony. In heaven, 
He is a flame that irradiates, cheers and 
quickens ; in hell, a fire fill conſum- 
ing, never to be extinguiſhed; on earth, 
fire in a cloud; Mercy flowing in a 
ſpacious channel, Judgment reſtrain- 
ed. Men can only diſcover that of 
| God, which he 1s pleaſed to reveal to 
them. Whether he is pleaſed to turn 
his dark or bright fide to us, we are ſta- 
| tioned equally at a diſtance from him. 
To be ſenſible of our own darkneſs, is to 
be partakers of his marvellous light. All 
that the brighteſt noon of human reaſon 
can diſcover, is, that it is ignorance and 
tolly, when placed in compariſon with 
the Wiſdom of Gop. 


Mio not this wonderful pillar, pre- 
figure to the ancient Church, the Perſon 
and office of the Redeemer of the world? _ 
Behold the divine Eſſence, wrapped up i, 
and cloſely united 70, a veil of fleſh and 
blood. 
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blood. Behold Deity raiſing our Nature 
to incorruptibility and glory, in CHRIST, 
« the firſt- fruits; and afterwards, in all 
« that are Chriſt's, at his coming.“ Do 
we not perceive in it, humanity bringing 
down the divine nature, to our bearing 
and perception; * the only begotten 
Son, who is in the boſom of the Fa- 
« ther, declaring him to us.” „ The 
« Word made fleſh” inſtructing the igno- 
rant, cheering the diſconſolate, direct. 
ing the wanderer, refreſhing the weary; 
guiding our waking, guarding our fleep- 
ing moments; a partaker of our fleſh 
and blood, that he may be a merciful 
High- prieſt:“ — declared the Sow of Gop 
with power; men adoring, and ſubmit— 
ing; the powers of hell, broken and diſ- 
comfited: the triumph of heaven com- 
plete. The Lord our God is a ſun 
and ſhield: the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly *. 
« Fear not, O Iſrael, The Lord is thy 
«« keeper: the Lord is thy ſhade upon 
Ys a che 
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« thy right hand. The ſun ſhall not 
« ſmite thee by day, nor the moon by 
« night. The Lord ſhall preſerve thee 
« from all evil; he ſhall preſerve thy 
« ſoul. The Lord ſhall preſerve thy go- 
„ 1mg-out, and thy coming-in, from this 
time forth, and even for evermore *.“ 


of PC. cxxi. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
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AND MOSES STRETCHED OUT HIS HAND OVER THE 
SEA; AND THE LORD CAUSED THE SEA TO GO 
BACK BY A STRONG EAST WIND ALL THAT 
NIGHT, AND MADE THE SEA DRY LAND, AND „ 

THE WATERS WERE DIVIDED. AND THE HII lj 

 DREN OF ISRAEL WENT INTO THE MIDST OF 
THE SEA UPON THE DRY GROUND: AND THE 

WATERS WERE A WALL UNTO THEM ON THEIR 


RIGHT HAND, AND ON THEIR LEFT. 
'N the little benefits which men confer i 
upon each other, it generally happens, = 
that ſome untoward circumſtance infinu- Il 
ates itſelf, and occaſions, to one of the | | 
parties at leaſt, mortification, diſappoint- | 
ment or diſguſt; for nothing human is ll 
perfect. A gracious action is frequently 5 
reſented as an injury, from the ungra- | 

| ClOUS | 
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cious manner in which it is performed, 
T am charmed with both the matter of 
that kindneſs ſhewn me, and the affec. 
tionate diſpoſition which prompted it ;— 
But alas, it arrived an hour too late! 


Another prevented my wiſhes ; and 


prized not the bleſſing, becauſe I was not 
inſtructed in its value, by feeling the 
want of it. This favour done me, is very 
great; but it is not preciſely the thing! 
looked for; or, it is ſo clogged with ſome 
unpleaſant condition, that I would rather 
be without it: it affords me preſent re- 
lief; but will it not involve me in greater 
difficulties hereafter ? Fad I failed in my 
expectations from this quarter, I ſhould 
eaſily have gained my end, by applying 
to another friend. In a word, there is a 
_ perpetual ſomething, in the friendly com- 
munications of men, which continually 
mars the worth of what is given and re- 
| ceived. And no wonder, if we conſider 
that favours are not always granted from 
affection, nor accepted with gratitude, 
But the bounties of heaven poſlefs every 
quality, that can enhanee their value, and 
endcal 
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endear their Author, to a ſenſible heart. 
Infinitely valuable in themſelves, they flow 
| from love. The © good and perfect gifts, 
« which come down from the Father of 
« lights,” are given “ liberally, and with- 
« out upbraiding.” Exactly what we 
need, they come preciſely at the moment 
when we want them moſt, or when they 
are moſt beneficial to us. Worthy of 
God to beſtow, they cannot be unworthy 
of us to receive. Were he to withhold 
| | his gracious aid, in vain ſhould we look 
for relief from any other quarter. Pro- [i 
| ductive of preſent ſatisfaction and joy, 
| | his benefits involve us in no future diſ- 
1 treſs, ſhame, or remorſe. Serviceable to 
| the body, they are at the ſame time im- 
E proving to the mind. Important and in- 


| teſting for time, they haye an influence 
| on eternity. 
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l Tur gracious interpoſitions of Jeho- 
| 4 ah, in behalf of his choſen people, have 
. bis peculiar recommendation to our at- 
| | Een, as to that people's grateful obſer- 
1 ation and acknowledgment—that they + 
Vor. II. R were 
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were not in the uſual courſe of things; 
they were the fruits of the conſtant and 
unremitting care of a ſpecial providence; 
they were the ſuſpenſion or alteration of 
the eſtabliſhed laws of nature; they were 
the operation of a mighty hand and an 
out-ſtretched arm, ſenſibly controling the 
winds, the waves and the clouds; and 
ſubduing the moſt ungovernable elements 
to its purpoſe. Other parents are endued 
with tranſitory affections and attach- 
ments ; ſuited to the tranſitory nature of 
the truſt committed to them. The hen 
tends her unfledged brood, with the vi- 
gilance of a dragon, and the boldneſs of 
a lion. But maternal tenderneſs and 
anxiety, diminiſh and expire with the oc- 
caſion of them, namely, the weakneſs and 
inexperience of her young ones. When 
the ſon is become a man, paternal care 
relaxes, and parental authority 1s at an 
end. But, as the authority of our hea- 
venly Father never ceaſes, ſo his bowels 
of compaſſion are never reſtrained ; bis 
vigilance is never lulled to reſt, his cars 
never ſuſpended ; becauſe his offspring 
3 Nin 15, 
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is, to the laſt, impotent, improvident, 
imperfect. 


Ix vain had Iſrael, by a ſeries of mi- 
racles unparalleled in the annals of man- 
kind, been reſcued from Egyptian oppreſ- 
ſion, had not the ſame Almighty Arm 
which delivered them at firſt, continued 
to protect and ſupport them, The 
ſtrength of Egypt, broken as it was, had 
been ſufficient to force them back. The 
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wilderneſs itſelf had been fatal to them, ; 

without a foe. How eaſily are the great- l 
eſt deliverances forgotten; how ſoon are Il 
the moſt awful appearances familiarized = 


| to the mind! The very firſt threatening = 
of danger, effaces from the memory of =_ 
theſe Iſraelites, all impreſſion of the W 
powerful wonders which had juſt paſſed + — j 
before them, and eclipſes the glory of ED il 
that cloud which, at that very inſtant, = 
preſented itſelf to their eyes, and over- | | | 
ſhadowed their heads. But, let not ſelf? — 
flattery impoſe upon us, as if we were 5 i 
more faithful and obedient than they 
were, It is the mere deception of vanity || 
Ra -: and 
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and ſelf- love to ſuppoſe, that if one 
« were to ariſe from the dead, we would 
* be perſuaded ;” that if we ſaw a mi- 
racle wrought, we would believe; that if 
we heard Chriſt teach in our ſtreets, we 
would © forſake all and follow him.“ 
The man, whom the uſual appearances of 
nature do not move, would ſoon become 
inſenſible to more uncommon phenome- 
na. For, extraordinary things frequently 
repeated, are extraordinary no longer, and 
conſequently ſoon loſe their force. If 
the daily miracles of God's mercy and 
loving-kindneſs fail to convince men, 
what reaſon is there to hope, that mere 
exertions of power would produce a hap- 
pier effect? If Chriſt, ſpeaking by his 
word and miniſtring ſervants, be treated 
with neglect, Is it likely that his pern 


would be held in veneration ? If men 


„hear not Moſes and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be perſuaded though 
« one roſe from the dead *. Is it not 
notorious, that Chriſt's perſonal mini- 


ſtrations 


* Luke xvi. 31, 


q 
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rations were ſlighted, his miracles vili- 
fed, his character traduced ? 


Wrosst conduct is the more abſurd 


and criminal—that of Pharaoh, in pur- 
ſuing after, and attempting to bring back, 
a people who had been a ſnare, and a 


curſe, to himſelf and his kingdom : or 
that of Iſrael, in trembling at the ap- 


proach of an enemy, whom God had fo 


often ſubdued under them? Frail nature 


looks only to the creature; to ſurround- 
ing mountains, oppoſing floods, perſecut- 


ing foes :—hence terrour, confuſion, and 


aſtoniſhment. But faith eyes the pillar, 


the reſidence of divine majeſty, and then 


mountains fink, ſeas divide, the chariot 


and horſeman are overthrown. Every 


paſſion, when it becomes predominant, 


renders us filly and unreaſonable ; and 
none more ſo than fear. In danger and 


diſtreſs it is natural, but it is fooliſh, to 


impute to another, the evils which we 


tear or feel. It ſeems to be an allevia- 
tion of our own miſery, if we can con- 
trive to ſhift the blame of it upon the 


R 3 ſhoulders 
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ſhoulders of our neighbour. Hence, 
Moſes is loaded with the imputation of 
a deliberate deſign, of involving his na- 
tion in this dire dilemma, between Pha- 
raoh and the red ſea, and of ſelling them 
to the foe. A high and reſponſible ſitua. 
tion, is far from being an enviable one. 


If things go well, the conductor of the 


undertaking receives but a divided, a mu- 
tilated praiſe. If an enterprize fail, the 


whole blame of the miſcarriage is imput- 


ed to him. The aſtoniſhed multitude 
dare not directly attack God himſelf, 


No: the cloudy pillar hangs over their 
heads, ready to burſt, in thunder and fire, 
on the man who preſumed to aim his 
ſhafts ſo high. But their impiety ſecks 


the pitiful ſhelter of a ſubterfuge ; they 


murmur againſt. Moſes, becauſe they 
imagine, they can do it with impunity: 


and think to eſcape the reſentment of the 


maſter, though they are wounding him 
through the ſides of his ſervant. Mark 
yet again the folly and unreaſonableneſs 
of fear. Becauſe there were no graves 
«© jn Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to 


6 die 
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« die in the wilderneſs ? Wherefore haſt 
« thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth 
« out of Egypt? Is not this the word that 
« we did tell thee in Egypt, ſaying, Let us 
« alone, that we may ſerve the Egyptians? 
« For it had been better for us to ſerve the 
« Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in 
« the wilderneſs.” What were they afraid 
of now? A grave, in the wilderneſs. 
What do they put in compariſon with, 
and prefer to, it? A grave in Egypt. 
It was a grave at the worſt, Their 
wretched lives had got at leaſt a ſhort 
| reprieve. If they died now, they died at 
once; and died like men, defending their 
lives, liberty, and families: not pouring 
out life, drop by drop, under the whip of 
a taſk-maſter. But ſlavery has broken 
their ſpirit. They are reduced to the 
loweſt pitch of human wretchedneſs; for 
| this, ſurely, is the laſt ſtage of it.—“ It 
By had been better for us to ſerve the 
© Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in 
7 the wilderneſs.” 


To this abject view of degeneracy and 
. de- 
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dejection, two objects are placed in con- 


traſt — the calmneſs and intrepidity of 
Moſes, and, the majeſty and power of 
God. In contemplating the former of 


' theſe, as one great object of theſe Lec- 


tures is to unfold human character, and 


to hold up to imitation and applauſe 


praiſe-worthy conduct, let me endeavour 
to fix your attention, upon the more ob- 


vious features of the great man, who 1 Is 


here drawing his own portrait, 


ALL the great intereſts of Moſes were 


embarked, with thoſe of the common- | 
wealth of Iſrael. His lot was caſt into 
the common lap. He had made a ſacri- 


fice unſpeakably greater, than any indi- 
vidual of the congregation had done. His 


proſpects, for either himſelf or his family, 
were neither brighter nor more flattering 


than thoſe of the obſcureſt Hebrew among 
them. If there were danger from the 


purſuing hoſt of Pharaoh, his ſhare, moſt 


aſſuredly, was not leſs than that of any 
other man. He had rendered himſelf 


peculiarly obnoxious to that ſtern, unre- 
lenting | 


L 
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lenting tyrant, and muſt have been among 
the firſt victims of his reſentment. But 
the preſſing danger of Moſes, did not ariſe 
from Pharaoh, and the Egyptians, but 
from an intimidated, diſtracted multitude, 
who were ready to wreak their vengeance 
on whoever might firſt meet their reſent- 
ment, or could be moſt plauſibly charged as 
the author of their misfortunes. The 
compoſure of Moſes, in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces, is therefore juſtly to be conſidered as 
an inſtance of uncommon heroiſm and 
magnanimity. But why do we talk of 
heroiſm ? the man who fears God, knows 
no other fear. In the confidence of faith, 
though he knew not yet which way God 
was to work deliverance for Iſrael, he 
thus attempts to diffuſe the hope which 
he felt irradiating his own ſoul: . Fear 
« ye not, ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalvation 
« of the Lord, which he will ſhew to 
% you to-day: for the Egyptians, whom 
ye have ſeen to-day, ye ſhall fee them 
"y ** again no more for ever. The Lord 
* ſhall fight for you, and ye ſhall hold 
ae your Peace. ; 
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LET me intreat you to obſerve, that the 
agent, in this great tranſaction, is alſo 
the hiſtorian of it; and that the reſolu- 
1 tion and ſpirit of the one, is to be equal- 
FT led only by the modeſty and fimplicity of 
the other. In the hands of one of the elo. 
8 quent orators of Greece or Rome, what 
| a figure would this paſſage of the life of 
| the Jewiſh Legiſlator have made, could 
| 5 ſuppoſe them entering into the ſitua- 
tion of a ſtranger, with the warmth which 
they feel, in delineating the characters 
and conduct of their own heroes, and 
embelliſhing the dignity of modeſt merit, 
with the glowing ornaments of rhetorick? 
But ſcripture ſays much, by ſaying little. 
And the meek reſerve, the unaffected con- 
ciſeneſs of the ſacred hiſtorian, infinitely 
exceed the diffuſive and laboured panegy- 
rics of profane poetry or hiſtory. We 
have already, perhaps, deviated too far 
from that beautiful ſimplicity; and di- 
miniſhed, inſtead of magnifying our ob- 
ject; by multiplying words. We haſten 
therefore, with our author, to contemplate 
an object of infinitely higher conſidera- 
tion 


We I ee de eee gn w_ * 
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tion than bimſelf; to which he conſtantly 
brings his own, and inſtructs us to dns 
our, tribute of praiſe, 


Benor p the obſtructions, which na- 
ture, and art, and accident have aſſembled 
to diſtreſs, to diſcourage, and to deſtroy 
the church of God! An impaſſable ridge 
of mountains, upon the right hand and 
upon the left; the roaring ſea in front; a 
powerful, exaſperated, revengeful enemy 
following cloſe behind; internal weakneſs, 
reſolution, and diſſenſion: the voice of 
ſedition loud ; Moſes on his face before 
God. In ſuch a ſituation as this, Om- 
nipotence alone can ſave. No voice, but 
that of a God, is worthy of being heard. 
Be filent then, O heavens, and liſten O 
earth, it 16 God, who ſpeaks. © And 
« the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Where- 
7 fore crieſt thou unto me? Speak unto 
* the children of Iſrael that they go for- 
„ward!“ What ſublimity, ſimplicity, 
and force are here! Go forward!” 
What, into the raging billows? Great 
God, thy commands declare thy name 

_ and 
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and thy nature! What power except 
thine own, but muſt-have been expoſed 
and diſgraced, by aſſuming ſuch a high 
tone of authority! But what obſtacle can 
oppoſe Him, who ſaid, ©* Let there be 
« light; and there was light?“ © Who 
* ſpake, and it was done; who gave com- 
&© mandment, and it ſtood faſt ?” 


My heart is agitated with a mixture of 
fear and joy, as I proceed. The Lord 
© God has given the word, — Let the 
people go forward.” When lo, the 
conducting Pillar inſtantly changes its 
poſition, and ſolemnly retreats to the rear 
of the Iſraelitiſn hoſt. The word given 
clears all the way before them, and * the 
glory of the Lord becomes their rere- 
« ward.” Now, behold the double ef- 
fect of this ſymbol of the divine preſence! 
Tolirael, the cloud is all light and favour; 
to the Egyptians, all darkneſs and diſmay. 
To thoſe, cc night ſhineth as the day—to 
theſe, there is obſcurity at noon-day! 
And the angel of God, which went be- 


fore the camp of Iſrael, removed, and 
j 66 went 
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« went behind them; and the pillar of 

« the cloud went from before their face, 

and ſtood behind them. And it came 

« between the camp of the Egyptians, 

« and the camp of Iſrael; and it was a 

« cloud and darkneſs, to them, but it 

gave light by night 70 zheſe: ſo that 
« the one came not near the other all the 

« night.” Awful diſtinction! Where 

ſhall we find the ſolution of the difficulty ? 

Where, but in this He vill have mercy, 
« on whom he will have mercy; and 
60 whom he will he hardeneth “. a2 


La, 


4 


To prepare us 5 the hiſtory of the mi- 
racle which follows, give your attention, 
for a few moments, to what every man and 
woman among you may have obſerved a 
thouſand, and a thouſand times. Go to the 
bank of the river, go to the ſhore of the 
ſea, and twice in every twenty-four hours, 
as certainly as light proceeds from the 
ſun, what is now dry land will be cover- 
ed with water, and what is now overflow- 
ed ſhall, infallibly, become dry ground. 
F arther, when a little wandering ſtar, 
called 


* Rom. ix. 18. 
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called the moon, is in this direction, 
or in this, the whole waters of the 
globe, in the ocean, in the ſeas, in the 
rivers, are elevated or depreſſed to ſuch a 
certain degree. Let that planet be in an 
eaſtern, or 4 weſtern direction, the tide is 
preciſely at the ſame pitch of height or 
depth. After we have made this remark, 
which is obvious to the notice, and level 

to the underſtanding of a child; the 

_ queſtion will naturally occur, What, does 
this never fail? May we depend, and a&, 
upon the certainty of ſuch a regular ſuc- 

ceſſion and change taking place? Do the 
waters of the earth thus certainly feel, or 
ſeem to feel the various appearances of 
the moon? Then, it cannot be without 
the deſign and interpoſition of an intelli- 
gent, and powerful Cauſe, which never 
miſſes its aim, is never off its guard, is 
never thwarted or defeated by unforeſeen 

' obſtacles. Then, that inviſible, unknown, 
incomprehenſible power, may exerciſe a 
diſcretionary influence over the ſtream of 

a particular river, over the billows of a 
particular ſea, He may, with, or with- 
"out, apparent ſecond cauſes, make the 

current 
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current overflow its banks, or the chan- 
Nel to become e dry. 


OR, to make another appeal to com- 
mon obſervation and experience, When 
the Sun is in ſuch a certain poſition with 
reſpect to our earth, and the wind blows 
in ſuch a direction, the water in that lake 
will be liquid and tranſparent, and the 

' ſmalleſt, lighteſt pebble, will ſink to the 
bottom. But let the elevation of the ſun 
be changed to an angle, ſomewhat more 
acute, and let the wind ſhift into the op- 
poſite quarter, then, beyond all doubt, 
the ſelf- ſame water ſhall become ſolid as 

| the rock, loſe its tranſparency, and be- 
| come capable of ſuſtaining any weight 
| that can be put upon it. How eaſy had 
it been for Him, who produces regularly 
theſe changes, in the courſe of every 
changing year, to have given the globe 
ſuch a poſition, as would have rendered 
the hoary deep one vaſt mountain of ice, 

all the year round, or have prevented a 
ſingle drop of water from ever being con- 
Fad, And © wherefore ſhould it be 

bs thought 
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« thought a thing incredible,” that ſuch 
an one, willing to make his power 
known, and his grace felt, ſhould, at 
his own time, and in his own way, do 
that in a particular inſtance, which he 
could have done perpetually and uni- 
verſally. Grant me the uſual appear- 
ances and operations of nature, and 1 
am prepared for all the uncommon, mi- 
raculous phenomena, with whieh the 
God of nature may ſee meet to preſent 
me. We come, accordingly, to the hif- 
tory of dividing the red ſea, perfectiy con- 
vinced that he who made it at firſt, can 
make of it, whatever he pleaſes; and 
thoroughly ſatisfied that the occaſion of 
ſuch a notable miracle, as it is related by 

Moſes, was entirely worthy of it. 


IF it be ajuſt rule in criticiſm, that a 
Deity 1s never to be introduced, but when 
his interpoſition is neceſſary, .and on oc- 
caſions becoming his dignity, the moſaic 

account of this wonderful event, ſtands 
fully juſtified in point of taſte, as well as 
authenticity. The powerful rod 1s once 
more 
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more ſtretched out. The eaſt wind Mi 
blows. The ſea retires. And 2 ſafe and 
_ ealy paſſage 1 is opened for Iſrael, through 
the channel of the deep. This alſo 
« cometh forth from the Lord of hoſts, 
1e which is wonderful! in counſel, and ex- 
" cellent 3 in working.” 


'% 


« SpEAK unto the children of Iſrael, 

* that they go forward.” The word 
which commands the progreſs, alſo pre- 
pares the way. As, in latter times, by the 
effectual working of the ſame almighty 

power, the grace which cured the father's 
unbelief, at the ſelf· ſame inſtant, likewiſe 
caſt the devil out of the ſon. It is the 
ſenſible language of the common proverb, 
the king ſaid, Sail: but the wind ſaid, 

No.” The command of the King of 
kings alone procures prompt obedience 
from every creature; for all are his ſub- 
jects 1 in fact, as well as of right. Thrones, 
principalities, and powers, are ſubject unto 

him; and, . a ſparrow falleth not to ths 1 

ground without our heavenly F her”. (| 

When we behold our bleſſed Saviour, in Eo 

r, III. 2 the 
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the New Teſtament, ſaying to the ſtormy 
wind, and the foaming billows, <* peace, 
be till,” and a great calm inſtantly en- 
g ſuing; ; and compare it with the work of 
the great Jehovah, under review, we are 
led directly to the concluſion of the Ro- 
man centurion, who obſerved the wonders 
attending the crueifixion, 60 Truly this 
was the Son of God. . 


In ug hiſtory of our own country 
there is a paſſage, which the event we arc 
conſidering ſuggeſts to our thoughts, and 


2 which does honour to the piety; modeſty, 


and good- -ſenſe of the prince whom it 
concerns. Canute, one of the early kings 
of the ſouthern diviſion of England, juſtl 
Y diſguſted at the groſs and impious adu- 
; lation. of ſome of his courtiers, who 
aſcribed to him the attributes which be- 
long only to God, and called him Lord 
of the earth, and of the ſea; * that he 
might check their folly,” by ſomething 
more than a ſimple reproof, commanded 


his chair of ſtate to be placed on the beach, 


| near Southampton, during the Howing of 
th 


. 


C 


ſy 
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the tide. Arrayed in his royal robes, and 
attended by all the nobility and great men 
of his court, he ſat down with his face 
towards the ſea, and thus addreſſed it, 
« charge thee upon thy allegiance, O 
« ſea, to advance no farther. Here, I, 
« thy Lord, have thought proper to fix 
ce my ſtation. Know thy diſtance: re- 
* ſpect my authority; nor dare to touch 
« the feet of thy ſovereign, under, pain 
e of his higheſt diſpleaſure.” The ſwell- 
ing billows, regardleſs of his command 
and threatenings, continued to ruſh in, 
advanced impetuoufly to the ſteps of his 
throne, and ſpeedily conſtrained the mo- 
narch and his train to retire. Upon 
which, turning round to his flatterers, he 
obſerved, *©* that He only deſerved to be 
" acknowledged, as Lord of the land and 


mM the ſea, whoſe will the winds and the 
© waves obeyed, M 


Taz breadth of the paſſage opened 
through the Red-ſea, muſt have been very 
conſiderable indeed, to have afforded to 
ſuch a multitude as four millions of peo- 
: 8 ple, 
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ple, for leſs there could not be, ſpace to 
get over, in a ſingle night's time. To de- 
termine this, we muſt have recourſe to 


calculation. But, your time being far 


ſpent, this, together with an attempt to 


folve ſome of the. difficulties of the dif- 


penſation, and to remove ſome of the ob- 

jections which infidelity has raiſed to the 

_ credibility or miraculouſneſs of the hiſ- 
tory, muſt make a conſtituent Part of 
another lecture. 


IN dns applying this ſubject, we 
may conſider the Red- ſea, by which the 
armies of Iſrael were ſtopt ſhort, as an 
emblematical repreſentation of that great 
fight of affliction, that ſea of trouble, 
through which every believer muſt paſs, 
in his way to the heavenly Canaan. 


Through the furnaces of Egypt, through | 


the paths of the Red-ſea, through the 
ſwellings of Jordan, God's ancient people 
at length got poſſeſſion of the promiſel 
land. And it is through manifold tri- 
< þbulations that we muſt enter into the 


v6 * kingdom of God,” —It is of impott- 
ance 
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ance not only that we be going forwards, 
but that we be making progreſs ; that 
growth in grace ſhould keep pace with 
the uninterrupted flux of human life.— 
The courſe which Providence leads us, 
though neither the ſhorteſt, nor the moſt 
deſirable, will be found, upon the whole, 
the ſafeſt, the ſureſt, and the beſt. The 
poſſeſſion of Canaan is not always the 
next ſtep to our eſcape from Egypt. Juſ- 
tification by the grace of God, puts us 
beyond the reach of our enemies, and 
adoption makes good our title to“ the 
inheritance of the ſaints in light ;” but it 
is ſanctification that makes us meet for 
the enjoyment of the purchaſed poſſeſſion, 
The Red ſea ſeemed to put an end to 
lirael!'s progreſs, but actually ſhortened 
the diſtance. So affliction, while it ap- 
pears intended to overwhelm, is accele- 
rating the believer's ſpeed to his Father's 
houſe above. All theſe things are 
© againſt me,” faith frail, faltering, err- 
ing man, in his haſte. © We know that 
all things work together for good to 
them that love God,” ſaith the better 
83 in- 
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informed, the experience-taught chriſtian, 
on reviewing the myſterious ways of Pro- 
vidence; and on having attained * the 
* end of his faith, even the ſalvation of 

« his ſoul.” If we look to the creature 
only, all is dark and comfortleſs ; nothing 

| but cloud. When through the creature, 
| we look to an inviſible God, all is peace 
and joy. We cannot remove mountains, 
| nor turn floods into dry ground. It is 
=: not meet we ſhould be truſted with ſuch 
power. Obedience 1s our proper pro- 

vince ; ſubmiſſion to the will of God our 
trueſt wiſdom, and, when we follow the 
direction of Providence, our way cannot 

but be proſperous. ** Lord, we will fol- 
| low thee, whitherſoever thou goeſt,” 
RE Human conduct is a woful inverſion of 

this rule. We torment ourſelves about 
the event, over which we have no power; 
and trifle with the commandment, with 
which alone we have to do. We neglect 
our duty, and then fooliſhly and impi- 
| ouſly complain, that we are unkindly 
dealt by, when Providence promotes not, 
FB =: croſſes, our inclinations. Let us ſhew 
3 chearful 
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chearful and unreſerved compliance ; and, 
be the iſſue what it may, whether our 
wiſhes be oppoſed, or ſucceed, we ſhall, 
at leaſt, have the conſolation of reflecting, 
that the miſcarriage is not chargeable to 
our own perverſeneſs or folly. It is a 
dreadful, 1t 1s a two-edged evil, at once 
to loſe our aim, and incur the juſt diſ- 
pleaſure of God by diſobedience. 5 Thy 
| « will,” O Father, „be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven.“ Amen, 
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LECTURE: XI, 


BXODUS xv. 1, 2. 


THEN SANG MOSES AND THE CHILDREN OF 
ISRAEL THIS SONG UNTO THE LORD, AND. 
SPAKE, SAYING, 1 WILL SING UNTO THE LORD, 
FOR HE HATH TRIUMPHED GLORIOUSLY 3 THE 
HORSE AND HIS RIDER HATH HE THROWN | 
INTO THE SEA. THE LORD 1S MY STRENGTH 
AND SONG, AND HE IS BECOME MY SALVA- 
TION : HE IS MY GOD, AND I WILL PREPARE 
HIM AN HABITATION 3 MY FATHER'S GOD, | 
AND 1 WILL ESALT HIM. | 


O no one man has the world been 
ſo much indebted, for rational 
pleaſl are and uſeful knowledge, as to the 


| inſpired author of theſe ſacred books. 
| Moſes, as he is the moſt ancient, ſo he is 


by far the beſt writer that ever exiſted. 


| Never, i in one and the ſame character, were 


united, 


— — — DEED ESTES 
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united, talents ſo various, fo rare, and ſo 
valuable. He may without heſitation be 
pronounced, the moſt eloquent of hiſto. 
rians, the ſublimeſt of poets, the pro- 
foundeſt of ſages, the moſt ſagacious of 
politicians, the moſt acute of legiſlators, 
the moſt intrepid of heroes, the cleareſt 
ſighted of prophets, the moſt amiable of 
men. The qualities of his heart ſeem to 
| ſtrive for the maſtery, with thoſe of the 

| underſtanding. So that it is difficult to 

1 determine, whether, as the reputed ſon of 
Pharaoh's daughter, as a voluntary exile 


| from the ſplendour of a court, as the 
i ſympathizing friend of his afflicted bre- 


thren, as the bold protector of virgin in- 
nocence, as the contented ſhepherd of 
ll Jethro's flock, as the magnanimous al- 
| ſertor of Iſraclitiſh liberty, or finally, as 
king in Jeſhurun, ruling the thouſands | 
of Iſrael with meekneſs and wiſdom—he 
moſt challenges our admiration and praiſe. 
il Had the world never been favoured with 
l his works, or were it now to be deprived 
| of that precious treaſure, the loſs were 
inconceivably great. Who does not ſhud- 


der 
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der at the thought? What a fearful gap 
in the hiſtory of mankind ! What a blow 
to taſte, what a blank in ſcience, what 
an impoveriſhing of the public ſtock of 
harmleſs pleaſure, what an injury to the 
deareſt, the beſt ,—the eee intereſts 
of mankind 1. 


Tuk venerable man, who has for ſo 
many evenings paſt, condeſcended to de- 
light and inſtruc us, by the relation of 
events the moſt ſingular, intereſting and 
important, aſſumes this night a new cha- 
racter; and in ſtrains, the ſweeteſt and 
poldeſt, that bard ever ſung; in verſes the 
loftieſt that the imagination of poet ever 
dictated, rouſes, warms, tranſports the 
mind. We forget the diſtance of three 
thouſand years. We feel ourſelves magi- 
cally conveyed to the banks of the Red- ſea. | 
Wejoin in the acclamations of the redeem- 
ed of the Lord, as this ſong of Moſes 
ſwells upon our ear. Then ſang Moſes 
and the children of Iſrael this ſong unto 
the Lord, and ſpake, ſaying, I will 
8 ling unto the Lord, for he hath tri- 

* umphed 
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& umphed gloriouſly ; the horſe and his 
e rider hath he thrown into the ſea.— For 
« the horſe of Pharaoh went in with his 
« chariots, and with his horſemen into 
e the ſea, and the Lord brought again 
| e the waters of the ſea upon them; but 
HB ce the children of Iſrael went on dry-land 
| * in the midſt of the ſea.—The depths 
| _ & have covered them: they ſank into the 
bottom as a ſtone®.” How wonder- 
fully fuited to each other, the event and 
the celebration of it! 


K 


A 


In fulfilling the promiſe, made in the 
concluſion of the laſt lecture, and execut- 
ing the buſineſs of the preſent, three ob- 
| jects are propoſed. Firſt, to attempt a 
| vindication of the hiſtory of the paſſage 
of the Red-ſea, from ſome objections 
which have been made to the credibility. 
or miraculouſneſs of it. Secondly, to 
1 make a few criticiſms on the ſacred hymn 
which was compoſed on the occaſion, 

_ = and, now in part, read in your hearing; 
in the view of pointing out a few of its 
| more 


* Verlſes 1. 19. 5. 
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more ſtriking beauties. And, thirdly, to 
make a few remarks on ſacred poeſy in 
general, tending to evince its ſuperiour 
excellency; and to point out the deli- 
cacy and difficulty of attempting to am- 
plify or imitate, what the inſpired poets 
have written, as helps to devotion. In 
the firſt, I ſhall, without ceremony or 
apology, borrow the aſſiſtance of the 
pious and learned author of Diſſertations, 
hiftorical, critical, theological, and moral, on 
the moſt memorable events of the OLD AND 
NEW TESTAMENT / try, James Saurin, 
late miniſter of the French church at the 
Hague *, In the ſecond, I ſhall ſubmit 
to be inſtructed by an ingenious, pious, 
and eloquent profeſſor of rhetoric in the 
univerſity of Paris, who has made choice 
of this paſſage, expreſsly for the purpoſe 
of exemplifying the majeſty, beauty, and 
ſimplicity of the ſcripture ſtyle g. And, 
in the third, I ſhall do little more than 
tranſcribe from an elegant, penetrating, 
and 


Tom. |. Diſe. xlix. 
1. Rollin Bel. Let. tom. ii. Elog. de Liv, Saen. 
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and inſtructive moraliſt of dur own age 
and country *. To return: 


Ix we collect the ſeveral circumſtances 


of this wonderful piece of hiſtory, it will 


readily be acknowledged, that there is 
here preſented to the mind, one of the 
greateſt, or rather a ſeries of the greateſt, 
miracles, which the hand of Omnipotence 
ever wrought in behalf of any nation. 


It is not therefore to be wondered at, if 


the enemies of revelation have endea- 
voured to ſully their luſtre, and impeach 
their credibility. 5 


3 methods have been employed 
for this purpoſe — To aſcribe theſe events 


to natural cauſes—To put them on a 


footing with others related in profane hiſ- 


tory, and,. To repreſent them as contra- 


dictory and inconſiſtent. Three bulwarks 
of infidelity ; as many grounds of tri 
umph for truth. 


Fiksr, theſe events, which we aſcribe 


entirely 
* Johnſons Life of the Poet Waller, 


LE 
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entirely to the almighty power of God, 
have been accounted for, from the com- 
mon and natural operation of cauſe and 
effect. Euſebius has preſerved, and tranſ- 
mitted to us, a fragment from an ancient 
author, Artapanes*, to this purpoſe : 

„ Thoſe of Memphis, one of the chief ci- 
« ties of ancient Egypt, alledge, that 
« Moſes perfectly underſtood the coun- 
« try; that he had accurately obſerved 

the ebbing and flowing of the ſea, and 
ce took advantage of the retreat of the tide 
© to lead the people over. But they of 

Heliopolis, relate the matter differently, 
« ſaying, that while the king was purſu- 
«ing the Ifrazlites, Moſes, by the com- 
mand of heaven, ſtruck the waters with 
«a rod, upon which they immediately 

_ © ſeparated, and left a ſpacious and ſafe 

* paſſage for that great multitude; and, 
*« that the Egyptians attempting to follow 
* them, the ſame way, were dazzled and 
* confounded by preternatural fires, loft 
e their way, and, by the reflux of the ſea, 
ere overtaken in the midſt of the chan- 

“ ne, 


* Euſeb, Prepar, Lib. ix. Cap. xxvii. 
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* nel, and thus all periſhed | either by 
water or by fire. 


Now, granting to this quotation all the 


force that unbelief can give it, this evi- 


dently appears upon the face of it, that 
Moſes has vouchers of his divine legation, 


even in Egypt, even among the idolaters 


themſelves. If the Memphites accuſe our 


| hiſtorian, of endeavouring to make a na- 
tural, paſs for a miraculous event, the 


Heliopolitans acknowledge, that it was 
preternatural, and aſcribe it to an imme- 


diate interpoſition of heaven, And this 
conceſſion is important, when we conſider 
that it comes from the., mouth of an 
enemy. 


Ac Alx, the ſuppoſition af the Mem- 


phites muſt be rejected by all thoſe who 
pay any regard to the authority of Moſes, 


and of the other ſacred writers. He him- 


ſelf indeed admits, that the effect was for- 
warded by the aſſiſtance of a ſtrong Eaſt- 
Wind. And whatever he aſcribes to that, 


may ſeem, 10 far, to derogate from the 
greatneſs 
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greatneſs of the miracle. But it is no leſs 
true, that he throws out nothing like an 
inſinuation, that the paſſage of the vaſt 
boſt of Iſrael was produced by the inter- 
vention of ſecond cauſes, And all the in- 
ſpired authors, who, after him, have 
mentioned it, or alluded to it, acknow- 
ledge only a ſupernatural agency. Thus, 
Joſhua, who was an eye-witneſs and a 
party deeply concerned in the event. 
« For the Lord your God dried up the 
« waters of Jordan from before you, un- 
* til ye were paſſed over, as tlie Lord your 
« God did to the Red-ſea, which he dried 
« up from before us, until we were gone 
over: That all the people of the earth 
0 * might know the hand of the Lord, that 
«it is mighty: that ye might fear the 
i Lord your God for ever*.” Thus, 
Palm Izvi, 6. He turned the ſea into 
* dry land: they went through the flood 
on foot; there did we rejoice in him.“ 
And Ixxviii. 14. -* He divided the ſea, 
* and cauſed them to paſs through, and he 
Vol. HI. T „made 
. Joſh, iv, 23, 24. 
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« thraugh the depths, as through the wil. 


have but one, and the ſame opinion, on 


does not always conſiſt in counteracting 


of the moſt contemptible of the adverſa- 


invalidate one of the bulwarks, and ſhake 


made the waters to ſtand as an heap.” 
And cvi. 9. He rebuked the Red- ſea alſo, 
« and it was dried up: fo he led them 


« derneſs.” And Heb. xi. 29. By 
« faith they paſſed through the Red-ſea 
* as by dry land: which. the Egyptian 
«* aſſaying to do, were drowned.” 80 
that Moſes, Joſhua, David, and Paul, 


this ſubject. 
Bur farther, the eſſence of a miracle, 
or ſuſpending the laws of nature. One 


ries of religion, has weakly imagined*; 
that by a ſingle objection, he was able to 


one of the pillars of revelation „ * Theſe 
* miraculous effects, ſays he, are referred, 
by the confeſſion of ſcripture-hiſtorians 


* themſelves, to the operation of ſecond Wl 2 
* cauſes. It was by warming the body Wil © 
W 


* of a child, that Elijah brought him to 
6 life 


* Spinoſa Tract. Theol, Polit Cap. vi. 
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« life again, It was by applying clay, or 
« duſt mingled with ſpittle, to the eyes of 
« a blind man, that Jeſs Chriſt reſtored 
« him to fight. It was by a wind, that 
« Moſes brought locuſts upon Egypt, and 
obtained a paſſage through the Red- 
te ſea. To this it is rephed—That the 
moſt common and natural things become 
miracles, when they preſent themſelves 
preciſely at the time; and in the manner, 
preſcribed by Him who commands their 
appearance, for the confirmation and 
eſtabliſhment of a certain doctrine. What 
ſo natural and common, for example, as 
to ſee the ſun ſhining, one moment, in 
full and unobſtructed glory, and the next, 
darkened and concealed by clouds? But, 
if a perſon publiſhing a new doctrine as 
divine, ſhould undertake to prove his miſ- 
hon, by changing the appearance of the 
bright orb of day, zt his pleaſure, and by 
ſhewing him either in unclouded majeſty, 
or eclipſed and ſhorn of his beams, ac- 
cording as he gave the word; and, ſhould 
we behold this very ordinary natural phe= 
wWmenon actually and uniformly” obeying 
* 2 the 


4 
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the mandate, would not ſuch an event, 

however natural in itſelf, become preter- 
natural and miraculous, from its eircum- 

ſtances? Thus, there might be occaſion 
for the influence of the wind, to favour 
and facilitate the paſſage of Iſrael. But, 
how was it poſſible for their leader, by 
mere human ſagacity, to diſcover, that a 
wind from ſuch a quarter, ſpringing up 
exactly at ſuch an hour, ſhould harden the 
bottom of the deep? 


"ER ſuppoſing the philoſophy of 
Moles ſufficiently. accurate, to aſſure him, 
that-at ſuch a time, he might in ſafety 

march over his cumberſome retinue; 
Could it inform him alſo, that Pharaoh | 
and his captains - would certainly be 
mad enough to follow them, through 
that dangerous route? Could it affure 
him, that the raſnneſg of the tyrant, and 
the law which regulated the flowing of 
the ſea, would exactly keep time, ſo as ef- 
fectually to produce the deſtruction of his 
whole army? The flux and reflux of the 
tide were known to Moſes; but, Was it 

aw entirely 
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entirely unknown to the Egyptians? 
What, in ſo great an army, led by the ſo- 
vereign in perſon, in a land renowned for 
natural knowledge, Was there no man 
aſtronomer enough to know, that the dif- 
ference of a few hours is every thing in a 
caſe of this fort; that to be in ſuch a ſpot, 
at ſuch a time, was inevitable deſtruction ? 


Incredible ! Impoſſible! 


FIN ALI v, it is altogether inconceiv- 
able, that the ſpace of three or four hours, 
the utmoſt that an ebb merely natural 
could have afforded them, was ſufficient 
for the tranſition of ſuch an aſtoniſhing 
multitude, as that which Moſes con- 
ducted. The learned Calmet, has fo 
fully demonſtrated this point *, as to en- 
force the concluſion, that no degree of 
human knowledge could have diſcloſed to 
Moſes, a foreſight of the events which 
proved ſo propitious to him, Not there- 
tore to the ſuperiority of genius, but to 
a power divine, the praiſe is to be aſcribed. 
And, to the ſame principle we muſt recur, 

TL. 4 I 

* Diſſert. ſur le paſſage de la Mer Rouge, 
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in order to explain the mighty difference 
which Providence puts between the If. 
raelites, and the Egyptians, in the midſt 
of the Red- ſea. 


ATTEMPTS have been made to debaſe 
the dignity of this great event, by reducing 
it to the level of ſimilar appearances, re- 

corded by profane hiſtorians. That de- 
generate ſon of Iſrael, Joſephus, firſt 

. ſtarted this objection. Theſe are his 
words, This, ſpeaking of the paſſage 
of the Red- ſea, © I have related with all 

« the circumſtances, as I find them in our 

_ *f ſacred authors. Nobody ought to think 
«jt an incredible thing, that a people 
which lived in the innocence and ſim- 
„ plicity of the firſt ages, might have 
found a way, through the ſea, to ſave 
* themſelves. Whether it was, that the 

“ ſea itſelf, opened it for them, or whe- 
*« ther it was done by the will of God: 
Since the ſame thing happened long 
« after to the Macedonians, when they 

< paſſed through the fea of Pamphylia, 
under the conduct of Alexander, when 
| 66 God 
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« God thought fit, to make uſe of that 
« people for the deſtruction of the Per- 
« fjan empire, as it is affirmed by all the 


« hiſtorians, who have written the life 


« of that prince, However, I leave all 


« men to judge of this matter as they 


« think fit.” Thus far Joſephus *. 


Taz other inſtances which ſome pre- 


ſume to be put in competition with this, 


are the approach of Scipio, with his army, 
to the attack of New Carthage, by means 
of an extraordinary ebb at the change of 


the moon, recorded by Livy r: A ſimilar 


ebb of the river Euphrates, related by 
Plutarch, in his life of Lucullus: and, a 
flood altogether as ſingular, upon the coaſt 
of Holland, in the year 1672; which 
kept up for twelve whole hours, and was, 


apparently, the means of preſerving that 
Republick, from the conſequences of a 


joint attack of the fleets of England and 
France. It is handed down to us in the 
life of the famous admiral De Ruyter, 
Antiq. Jud. lib. ii. cap. vii. 

+ Lib, xxvi. cap. xlv. 
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who had the command of the Dutch 
ſquadron at that time. Neither your 
time nor patience admitting of an enquiry 
into the truth of theſe ſeveral facts, we 
ſatisfy ourſelves with obſerving, that ad- 
mitting them to be true, not one of them 
is any way worthy to be compared with 
the Moſaic account of the paſſage acroſs 
the Red-ſea. The pointed and particular 
prediction of Moſes; the rod employed, 

and the inſtantaneonſneſs of the effect; 

the facility and ſpeed of the paſſage; the 
raſhneſs of the Egyptians; their tragical 
end; every thing in ſhort concurs to ren- 
der this an unparalleled event. And no- 
thing but an immoderate deſire of depre- 
ciating the miracles of the ſacred hiſtory, 
could have attempted to diminiſh this ce- 
lebrated tranſit, into a compariſon with 
any of the other events which are alluded 

10. | 


Tur third objection is, to the truth of 
the hiſtory ; pretended to be taken from the 
hiſtory itſelf. The time allotted by Moles, 
by his own account, for the congregation, 
conſiſting of ſo many myriads, to pals over, 

- —— 8 is 
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is conſidered, by the objectors, as much 
too ſhort for the purpoſe. But in order 
to ſupport it, they are obliged to go into 


uncertain, fanciful and unſupported con- 


jectures, about the breadth of the Red-ſea, 
at the place where the paſlage was opened. 
They make the breadth of that paſſage, 
juſt what it ſuits their own arbitrary con- 
jecture and calculation. They muſt needs 
conſtrain a great multitude, in very pecu- 
liar circumſtances, unaccuſtomed to diſci- 


pline, ſtimulated by fear, and borne on 
the wings of hope, to move with the lei- 


fure and deliberation of a regular army. 


They will not deign to acknowledge the 


power and grace of the Moſt High in 
every part of the tranſaction. They over- 


look the deſcription given of that people, 


Pſalm cv. 37. as a people full of ſtrength 


and vigour, and * not one ſickly among 


« them.” They forget what God him- 
ſelf, ſoon after, ſays of them, ** You have 
* ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians, 


and how I bare you on eagle's wings, 


and brought you unto myſelf.” We 
conclude, that as the caſe taken all toge- 
ther, 
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ther, was ſingular, unprecedented, and fol. 
| lowed by nothing like it: fo, the parti- 
_ cular circumſtances of it, are likewiſe ſin- 
gular and unexampled ; and will, with 
every candid perſon, bear out Moſes, the 
ſacred hiſtorian, againſt the charge of 
being inconſiſtent with himſelf. 


Wu proceed to the ſecond object, which 
we propoſed, namely, To point out a few 
of the more ſtriking beauties of the ſacred 
Song, which was compoſed and ſung, in 

_ grateful acknowledgement of that great 
deliverance which we have been contem- 
plating. What will undoubtedly give it 

a high value, in the eſtimation of many, 
is, that it is the moſt ancient morſel of 
Poetry which the world is in poſſeſſion 
of: being three thouſand, three hundred, 
and thirty-ſeven years old, that is, ſix 
hundred and forty-ſeven years, before 
Homer, the moſt ancient and the beſt of 
heathen bards, lived or ſung. But its an- 
tiquity is its flighteſt excellency. The 
general turn of it is great, the thoughts 
nobly ſimple, the ſtile ſublime, the ex- 
EE. prefſion 
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preſſion ſtrong, the pathos ſweet, the 


figures natural and bold. It abounds 


throughout, with images which at once 
ſtrike, warm, aſtoniſh, and delight. The 
occaſion of it you well know. The poet's 
view is to indulge himſelf in tranſports 
of joy, admiration and gratitude, and to 
inſpire the people with the ſame ſenti- 
ments. Accordingly he thus impetuouſly 
breaks out, | 


VER SE I, I will fing unto the Lord, 


“for he hath triumphed gloriouſly : the 


horſe and his rider hath he thrown into 
ec the ſea,” Here, the tremendous ma- 
jeſty of God the deliverer, and the lively 


gratitude of the people ſaved, the leading 


object of the piece, are placed inſtantly 
and powerfully in fight; and they are 
never dropt for one moment, to the end. 
I, in the ſingular number, is much more 


energetic and affecting, than we in the 


plural, would have been, The triumph 
of Iſrael over the Egyptians, did not re- 
ſemble the uſual triumphs of nation over 


nation; where the individual is overlook- 


ed 


— — x : oe wo os 
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ed and loſt in the general. No: every 
thing here is peculiar and perſonal. Every 


Ifraelite for himſelf, reflects with joy, on 
his own chains, now for ever broken in 
pieces. He ſeems to exult over his own 
tyrant-maſter, now ſubdued under him; 
and hails his perſonal liberty, now eifec- 
tually ſecured. For it is natural to the 
heart of man, in extreme danger, to refer 
every thing to himſelf, and to conſider 
himſelf as all in all. The Hoerſe and 
ce his rider hath he thrown into the ſca:“ 
For the ſame reaſon the horſe is much 
more forcible than horſes would have 
been; it marks ſtrongly the ſuddenne{, 


the univerſality, the completeneſs of the 


deſtruction. The Egyptian cavalry, nu- 
merous, formidable, covering the face of 
the ground, is repreſented, in a moment, 
by a ſingle effort, at one blow, over- 


thrown, overwhelmed, as if they had been 


but one horſe and que rider. 


VeRrsE 2. Jenovan is my ſtrength 


e and ſong, and he is become my ſalva- 
„tion: He is my God, and I will pre- 


di pale 


1 
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« pare him an habitation; my father's 
« God, and I will exalt him.” —Is it 
lawful to ſay, that the poet employs the 
moſt exquiſite art, in repreſenting this 
great deliverance, in every part, and every 
view of it, as the work of IEHOVAH: 
the great I am THAT I A:“ that 
Name of Gop, by which he choſe to be 
known to Iſrael, through the whole 
of thole memorable tranſactions? My 
ſtrength, that is, the ſource, or cauſe of 
my ſtrength : and it points out the great 
God, as the courage and force of Iſrael, 
without the neceſſity of their exerting any 
of their own. © My Song,” that is, the 
ſabject of it. No inftrument divides the 
praiſe with him. No power, no wiſdom 
1s employed but his own. He planned, 
arranged, executed every thing by him- 
ſelf. H is become my ſalvation.” 
The fine writers of Greece or Rome 
would probably have ſaid, He hath 
„ ſaved me.” But Moſes fays much 
more ; 'The Lord hath undertaken him- 
ſelf, to work deliverance for me: He 
hath made my ſalvation his own, his per- 
. ſonal 
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ſonal concern, and 1s become to me every 
thing I can want. 


e He js My God.” Every word is 
emphatical. He, in oppoſition to the 
gods of Egypt, which cannot hear, nor 
ſee, nor ſave.—“ My God:“ All- atten- 
tive to my intereſt and ſafety, as if he had 
no creature but me to care for: and 
therefore my God: For I acknowledge 
not, I never will acknowledge, any other. 
—* My Father's God.” This repetition is 
moſt beautifully tender and pathetic. He 
whoſe Greatneſs J adore, is not a ſtrange 
God, unknown till now; a protector for 
a moment. No, he is the ancient patron 
of my family, his goodneſs 1s from gene- 
ration to generation. I have a thouſand 
domeſtic proofs of his conſtant, undimi- 
niſhed affection; and he is now making 
good to me, only that which he ſolemnly 
promiſed to my forefathers, And how 
has he effected this ?— 


% The Loxp is a Man of War,” 
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AN ordinary writer would probably 
have repreſented the Almighty here as the 
God of armies: and as ſuch, diſcomfiting 
the hoſt of Pharaoh. But Moſes does 
more; he. brings him forth as a cham- 
pion, a ſoldier; puts the ſword into his 

hand, and exhibits him fighting his bat- 
tles, the battles of Iſrael. PE 


The fourth and fifth verſes contain a 
very fine diſplay and amplification of the 
ſimple idea ſuggeſted in the firſt, The 
„ horſe and his rider.” 


« PHARAOH's Chariots and his hoſt 
« hath he caſt into the ſea: his choſen 
* captains are alſo drowned in the Red- 
4e ſea, the depths have covered them, they 
% ſank into the bottom as a ſtone.” Image 
riſes and ſwells above image. —Pharaoh's 
chariots, his hoſts, his choſen captain caſt 
mto the ſea, drowned in the Red-ſea— 
Covered with the depths, ſunk to the 
* bottom, at once, as a fone. —Notwith- 
ſtanding their pride and inſolence, they 
can make no more reſiſtance to the power 
5 of 
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of Jehovah, than a ſtone, launched from 
the arm of a ſtrong man, into the flood. 


Every writer but a Moſes muſt have 
ſtopped ſhort here, or flattened his ſubject, 

by repeating, or extending the ſame ideas. 

But the ſeraphic poet, upborne by an 
| imagination which overleaps the bounda- 
| ries of the world, and an enthuſiaſm 
- which cannot reſt in any creature, ſprings 
up to the Creator himſelf, in theſe raptur- 

ous ſtrains: _ 


„Tux Right hand, O Lord, is be- 
come glorious in thy power: Thy right 
% hand, O Lord, hath daſhed in pieces 
« the enemy. In the greatneſs of thine 
« excellency, Thou haſt overthrown them 
« that roſe up againſt thee.” 


Warn the Wr is full of an object, it 
turns it round, as it were, on every ſide, 
returns to it again and again; never tires 
in contemplating it, till admiration is loſt 

in aſtoniſhment. Moſes after this effuſion 
of } Joy and praiſe, returns again to the 
matter 
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matter of fact: but not in the language 
of mere deſcription, as in the 4th verſe; 
but in a continuation of his bold, ani- 
mated addreſs to God himſelf; which 
gives it a life and fervour ſuperiour to any 
thing human. As if the ſtrength of one 
element had not been ſufficient to deſtroy 
God's enemies, every element lends its 
aid. The deep opens its mouth, the fire 
conſumes, the wind rages; all nature 1s 
up in arms, to avenge the quarrel of an 
incenſed God. The poet ennobles the 


wind, by making God the principle of it; 


and animates the fire, by making it ſuſ- 
ceptible of fear. In the ſame ſtyle of ad- 


dreſs to God, he throws himſelf, as it 
were, into the perſon and character of the 


enemy, previous to their defeat; and 


pours forth their ſentiments of threaten- 
ing and ſlaughter: the more ſtrongly to 


mark their diſappointment, by contraſting 


the folly and impotence of man, with the 
power and juſtice of God. The enemy 
* aid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I 


| © will divide the ſpoil: my luſt ſhall be 
* ſatisfied upon them; I will draw my 


Vor. III. U « ſword, 
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„ ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them.“ 
You ſee here vengeance haſtening to its 
object, regardleſs of oppoſition. The 
words, unconnected with a conjunction, 
ſeem to hurry on like the paſſion that 
prompts to them. And in what does it 
Hue? © Thou didſt blow with thy wind, 
the ſea covered them.” —And the pic. 

ture is finiſhed with this happy ſtroke, 
* They ſank as lead in the mighty wa- 
. 


— — 
6 ˙ ps ex cs RE - — 


Bur I feel I have undertaken a taſk far 
beyond my ability, and the limits of your 
time. And therefore, break off with ano- 
ther borrowed remark, namely, that what- 
ever grandeur and magnificence we may 
diſcover in this ſong, as it ſtands in ſuch 
a place and connection; it's beauty and 
force muſt greatly riſe upon us, were we 
permitted to penetrate through the myſte- 
rious ſenſe, concealed behind the veil of 
this great event. For it 1s certain, that 
this deliverance from Egypt covers, and 
repreſents, ſalvation of a ſuperiour and 


more extenſive nature, The apoſtle of 
* the 


— — 2 — —— — 
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the Gentiles teaches us to conſider it, as a 
type of that freedom which the Chriſtian 
obtains by the waters of baptiſm, and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, from the 
yoke of the prince of this world. And 


the prophet, in the book of Revelation, 


makes it to ſhadow forth the final, and 
great deliverance of the redeemed; by 1n- 


troducing the aſſembly of thoſe who have 


overcome the beaſt, holding the harps of 


God in their hands, and ſinging “ the 


« ſong of Moſes, the ſervant of God, and 
te the ſong of the Lamb, ſaying, Great 
« and marvellous are thy works, Lord 
« God Almighty; juſt and true are thy 


% ways, thou King of ſaints! Who ſhall 
e not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 


* name? For thou only art holy ; for all 


* nations ſhall come and worſhip before 
thee; for thy judgements are made 


cc 


“ manifeſt *.“ Now, as the ſcriptures 


declare, that the wonders of this ſecond 
deliverance, ſhall infinitely ſurpaſs the firſt, 
and ſhall entirely obliterate the remem- 


| brance of it; we may eaſily believe that 
LEES: ® the 


* Rev. xv. 3, 4. 
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the beauties of the ſpiritual ſenſe of this 
divine poem, may totally echpſe thoſe of 


the Hiſtorical. 


Havixe endeavoured, imperfectly, to 
unfold ſome of the excellencies of this 
ancient ſacred compoſition, I ſhould pro- 
ceed, as I propoſed, to point out the deli- 
cacy of attempting, and the difficulty of 


| ſucceeding, in imitating or extending de- 


votional poetry: but your time and pa- 


tience, perhaps, will be better employed 


in hearing me read to you a ſhort paſſage, 
containing the ſentiments of an excellent 
modern critic*®, on the fubject; with. 


which I ſhall conclude this exerciſe. 


Ir has been the frequent lamentation 
of good men, that verſe has been too lit- 


x tle applied to the purpoſes of worſhip; | 


and many attempts have been made to 
animate devotion by pious poetry, That 
they have very ſeldom attained their end 
is ſufficiently known; and it may not be 

impropet 
9 Dr. Samuel Johnſon, 
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improper to enquire, why they have miſ- 
carried. 


« LET no pious ear be offended, if I 
advance, in oppoſition to many authori- 
ties, that poetical devotion cannot often 
' pleaſe. The doctrines of religion, may, 
indeed, be defended in a d:dactick poem; 
and he who has the happy power of ar- 
guing in verſe, will not loſe it, becauſe 
his ſubject is ſacred. A poet may deſcribe 
the beauty and grandeur of nature, the 
flowers of ſpring, and the harveſts of au- 
tumn, the viciſſitudes of the tide, and the 
revolutions of the ſky; and praiſe the 
Maker for his works, in lines which no 
reader ſhall lay aſide. The ſubject of the 
diſputation is not piety, but the motives 
to piety; that of the deſcription 18 not 
God, but the works of God. 


© CONTEMPL 1 piety, or the in- 
tercourſe between God and the human 

ſoul, cannot be poetical. Man admitted 
to implore the mercy of his Creator, and 
plead the merits of his Redeemer, | is al- 
U 3 ready 
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ready in a — ſtate than poetry can 
confer. 


TAE eſſence of poetry is invention; 
ſuch invention as, by producing ſomething 
unexpected, ſurptiſes and delights. The 
topics of devotion are few; and being 
few, are univerſally known; but few as 
they are, they can be made no more; 
they can receive no grace from novelty of 
ſentiment, and very little from novelty of 
expreſſion, 


« PotTky pleaſes by exhibiting an 
idea more grateful to the mind than things 
themſelves afford. This effect proceeds 
from the diſplay of thoſe parts of nature 
which attract, and the concealment of 
thoſe which repel the imagination; but 
religion muſt be ſhewn as it is; ſuppreſ- 
ſion and addition equally corrupt it; and 

ſuch as it is, it 1 known ** 


FROM poetry the de juſtly ex- 
pes, and from good poetry always ob- 
tains, the enlargement of his compre- 

henſion, 
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henſion, and elevation of his fancy; but 


this is rarely to be hoped for by Chriſtians 


from metrical devotion. Whatever is 
great, deſirable, or tremendous, 1 is com- 
priſed in the name of the Supreme Being. 
Omnipotence cannot be exalted; Infinity 
cannot be amplified; Perfection cannot 
be improved. 


46 Tur employments of pious medita- 


tion are faith, thankſgiving, repentance, 


and ſupplication. Faith, invariably uni- 


form, cannot be inveſted by fancy with 
decorations. Thankſgiving, the moſt joy- 


ful of all holy effuſions, yet addreſſed to 
a being without paſſions, is confined to a 


few modes, and is to be felt rather than 
expreſſed. Repentance trembling in the 


preſence of the judge, is not at leiſure for 


cadences and epithets. Supplication of 
man to man, may diffuſe itſelf through 


many topics of perſuaſion; but ſuppli- 


cation to God, can only cry for mercy. 


Or ſentiments, purely religious, it 
will be found, that the moſt ſimple ex- 


U 4 preſſion 
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preſſion is the moſt ſublime. Poetry loſes 
its luſtre and its power, becauſe it is ap- 
plied to the decoration of ſomething more 
excellent than itſelf. All that verſe can 
do 1s to help the memory, and delight the 
car; and for theſe purpoſes it may be 
very uſeful; but it ſupplies nothing to 
the mind. The ideas of Chriſtian Theo- 
logy are too ſimple for eloquence; too 
facred for fiction; and too majeſtick for 
ornament; to recommend them by tropes 
and figures, is to magnify by a concave 
mirror the ſideral hemiſphere,” 


HISTORY 


=> 


4 


HISTORY OF MOSES. 


LRCTVURE Bt 


EK 0 DUS xv. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. 


AND WHEN THEY CAME TO MARAH, THEY COULD 


NOT DRINK OF THE WATERS OF MARAH; FOR 
THEY WERE BITTER : THEREFORE THE NAME 


OF IT WAS CALLED MARAH. AND THE PEOPLE 


MURMURED AGAINST MOSES, SAYING, WHAT 


SHALL WE DRINK? AND HE CRIED uNTO 


THE LORD; AND THE LORD SHEWED HIM 
A TREE, WHICH WHEN HE HAD CAST INTO 
THE WATERS, THE WATERS WERE MADE 
SWEET: THERE HE MADE FOR THEM A 


| STATUTE AND AN ORDINANCE, AND THERE 


HE PROVED THEM, AND SAID, IF THOU WILT 
DILIGENTLY HEARKEN TO THE VOICE OF THE 


' LORD THY GOD, AND WILT DO THAT WHICH 


IS RIGHT IN HIS SIGHT, AND WILT GIVE 
EAR TO HIS COMMANDMENTS, AND KEEP 


'ALL HIS STATUTES; I WILL PUT NONE OF 


THESE DISEASES UPON THEE, WHICH I HAVE 
BROUGHT UPON THE EGYPTIANS: FOR I AM 


THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE, AND THEY 


CAME 


r PR Ee Eo oo 
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CAME TO ELIM, WHERE WERE TWELVE WELLS 
' OF WATER, AND THREESCORE AND TEN PALM. 
TREES: AND THEY ENCAMPED THERE BY THz 
WATERS, ED 


TNLESS the mind be under the re- 
gulating power of religion, it will 

be perpetually loſing its balance, and 
changing its tenour. At one time, ac- 
celerated into indecent and dangerous 
ſpeed, through the impulſe of deſire, am- 
bition, or revenge: at another it is chill- 
ed into languor and inaction, through 
fear, deſpondency, and diſappointment. 
We ſhall behold the ſame perſon, now, 
believing things incredible, and attempt- 
ing things impracticable; and anon, ſtag- 
gering at the ſhadow of a doubt, and 
ſhrinking from the ſlighteſt appearance of 
difficulty and danger. nſolent, fierce, 
and overbearing in proſperity, the un- 
ſteady creature becomes grovelling, diſ- 
pirited, and mean in adverfity. It is a 
good thing,” therefore, * that the heart 


* be eſtabliſhed by grace:” Grace, that | 


calm, ſteady, uniform principle, which 
Ns -  veers 
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veers not with every wind of doctrine; 
riſes not, nor falls, like the Mercury in the 
tube with every variation of the atmo- 
ſphere, according to the alternate tranſi- 
tions of diſappointment and ſucceſs, cen- 
ſure and applauſe, health and ſickneſs, 6 
youth and age. In the day of proſperity, = 
religion ſaith to the foul, where it dwells, | 
“ Rejoice,” and in the day of adverſity, 
«© Conſider;“ for a wiſe and a merciful 
God hath ſet the one over againſt the 
other. This divine principle corrects im- 
moderate joy, ſaying to the happy, „Be 
„ not high minded, but fear;” it con- 
| foles and ſupports the miſerable, by 
breathing the ſweet aſſurance that the 
light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of 
„ lery . 5 


Tur want of this balance of the ſoul, | 


4 + ; 
and the dangerous conſequences of that 
want, are ſtrikingly exemplified in the 


\ MW iiſtory of the choſen people, whom Pro- 
vidence, 


92 Cor. iv. 17. 
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vidence, by a ſeries of miracles, undertoo}; 
to conduct from Egypt to Canaan. Elate/ 
or depreſſed, by the aſpect of the moment, 
we find them haughty in the hour of vic. 
tory, and ſunk into deſpair by a defeat, 
The deepneſs of the waters of the Red-ſea, 
and their miraculous ſeparation, afford 
matter of triumph to-day : the Ferne 
of the waters of Marah cauſes univerſal 
diſcontent and dejection to-morrow. But, 
alas! we need not recur to diſtant periods 
of hiſtory, for an example of the ruinous 
effects, produced by a deſtitution of re- 
ligious principle, and of the fatal power 
of unbelief. The hiſtory of every man's 
own experience, is illuſtration ſufficient, 


To what muſt we aſcribe, the envy, 


Jealouſy, rage, pride, reſentment, timidity, 
diffidence and dejection, which ſucceſſively 
and unremittingly agitate the human 
mind? Men walk by ſight, not by faith. 
They feel the powers of the world that is, 
and are inſenſible of that which is to come. 

They look at things temporal,” and 


neglect thoſe © which are unſeen, and 


2 eternal.” They ſtand in awe of the 
creature, 


eee , gud —_ 
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creature, and deſpiſe the Creator. While 
then, we diſcover, deplore and condemn 
a ſelfiſh, a perverſe, and diſcontented 
ſpirit, and an unbelieving heart, in others, 
let us ſtudy, by the grace of God, to re- 
form the ſame, or like diſpolitions 1 in our- 


3 ON 


WHAT a magnificent concert filled the | 
ſhores of the Red-ſea, after Iſrael was 
paſſed over! Every thing was ſuited to 
another. The words were adapted to the | 
occaſion; the muſick to the words; the "= 
performers to the muſick. There, Moſes, ” 

leading the bolder, rougher notes of man- | 
ly voices. Here, Miriam the propheteſs, 
his ſiſter, in ſweet accord, blending the 
ſofter harmony of female ſtrains, with 
the notes of the timbrel, in praiſe of their 
oreat Deliverer. Never, ſurely, did ſuch 
muſick ſtrike the vault of heaven, and ne- 
ver ſhall again, till the ranſomed of the 
« Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion 
| with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon 
| WH © their heads; when they ſhall obtain joy 
and gladneſs, and ſorrow and fighing 
c ſhall 


* 
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„ ſhall flee away x: Never, till the ſong 
of Moſes be cloſed, with the my of the 
Lamb. 


Ax length they quit the ſcene of their 
terrour and of their triumph; for the 
world admits not of a long continuance 
of either; and they advance three days 


march into the wilderneſs. Eſcaped, ef- 


fectually, and for ever, from the oppreſ- 
ſion of Egypt; no more oppoſed in front, 
by an unſurmountable barrier, nor hem- 


med in on either ſide by impaſſable moun- 
tains, nor purſued by a numerous and 
well difciplined army; but the ſea, once 


their hinderance, now their defence; 
every foe ſubdued; and the road to Ca- 
naan ſtraight before them, What can 
now give diſturbance? On how many 
circumſtances, does life, and the comfort 


of it depend! The failure, or diſagree- 


able quality of one ingredient, corrupts 


and deſtroys the whole. In Shur they 


found uo water; in Marah they find wa- 
ter, but it 18 bitter. T he unavoidable con- 


dition 


* Iſa. XXXV. 10. 
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dition of a wilderneſs ſtate! Always too 
little, or too much! Here, there are chil- 
dren and penury; there, affluence and 
ſterility. This year, there is drought, 
parching and conſuming every plant of the 
field: the next, an overflowing flood, 
ſweeping every thing before it; and un- 
happy mortals are eternally augmenting 
the neceſſary and unavoidable evils of hu- 
man life, by peeviſhneſs and diſcontent. 


 Onr1cr an ungrateful perſon ever r fo 
often, and diſappoint or oppoſe him once, 
and lo, the memory of a thouſand benefits 
is inſtantly loſt. All that Moſes, all that 
God has done for Iſrael is forgotten, the 
moment that a ſcarcity of water is felt. 
For, it is with this ſpirit, as with that of 
ambition. Nothing zs attained in the eye 
of ambition, while there is yet one thing 
fo be attained. All the favour of Aha- 
ſuerus avails Haman nothing, while Mor- 
decai the Jew ſits in the King's gate. So, 
ingratitude ſays, nothing is granted, while 
one thing is denied me. One ſcanty meal 


in Shur, or one unpalatable beverage at 
Marah, 
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I Marah, has obliterated all remembrance 
of the recent wonders of Egypt; and the 
more recent miracles of the Red-ſea. And, 
as one evil quality 1 1s ever found in com- 
pany with its fellows; we here find in- 
gratitude and impiety toward God, blend- 

ed with unkindneſs and unreaſonableneſs 
toward man. And cowardice pitifully le- 
vels its keen arrows, at the ſervant, not 

„ daring to attack the maſter. The 
| people murmured againſt Moſes.” A 
x5 woldly mind under diſtreſs, either flies to 
| the creature for help; or accuſes the crea- 
ture as the cauſe of its woe. Piety leads 
the ſoul directly to God; it views the ca- 
lamity as his appointment; and finds its 
removal, its remedy, or its compenſation 
in the divine mercy. Iſrael taſtes the bit- 
ter water, deſponds, and charges Moſes 
fooliſhly. Moſes cries to 300, and 1 is en- 
lightened. 


 OBSERve the goodneſs and long-fuffer- 
ing of God. Readier to liſten to the en- 
treaties of Moſes, than to puniſh the per- 
verſeneſs and unbelicf of the people, He 
inſtantly 
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inſtantly directs to a cure for the nitrous 
quality of the waters of Marah. The 
« Lord ſhewed him a tree, which when 
« he had caſt into the waters, the waters 
« were made ſweet.” 
Ox little conſequence is it to enquire, 
becauſe it is impoſſible to determine, 
whether the wood of this tree had in it, 
an inherent virtue, which naturally cor- 
rected the brackith taſte of the water; or, 
whether the ſweetening quality, were pre- 
ternaturally communicated to it, to fulfil 
the preſent deſign of Providence. Whe- 
ther 1 ſee water ſweetened by a log of 
| wood caſt into it, or iſſuing from the 
finty rock, or flowing naturally in the 
brook; whether I ſee Iſrael fed with bread 
from heaven, or Moſes and Chriſt ſubſiſt- 
ing forty days without bread at all; or 
mankind i in general, ſupported by bread 
growing gradually out of the ground; I 
ſtill behold but one and the ſame object; 
ff good gifts coming down,” but in ſo 
many different ways; ** from the Father 
of lights.” The wiſe man, in the apocry- 
Vol. III. 1 5 Phal 
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phal book of Eccleſiaſticus, has made a 
happy uſe of this paſſage, to inculcate 
the neceſſity of uſing appointed means, in 
order to obtain ſucceſs. * The Lord 
« (ſays he) hath created medicines out of 
« the earth, and he that is wiſe will not 
% abhor them. Was not the water made 
« ſweet with wood, that the virtue there- 
ce of might be known? and he hath given 
«© men ſkill, that he might be honoured 
« in his marvellous works. With ſuch 
« doth he heal men, and taketh away 


« their pains. My ſon, in thy ſickneſs 
„ be not negligent: but pray unto the 


„Lord, and he will make thee whole.“ 


A FonDNEss for allegory has repreſent- 
ed the effect produced, by this tree caſt 


into the waters, as emblematical of the 


virtue of the croſs, in ſweetening and 
ſanctifying affliction to the believer, and 
taking the ſting out of death. Undoubt- 

cdi y, when an object ſo important, and a 
doctrine ſo inſtructive, can by whatever 

means be impreſſed upon the heart, we 
ought not too ſqueamiſhly to reject appli- 
cations 
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cations and illuſtrations of this ſort. In 


order to promote the ends of true piety, 


what though we relax a little of the laws 
of rigid criticiſm? If imagination ſerve as 
an handmaid to virtue and devotion, let 
men be as fanciful as they will. If a ſe- 
rious ſoul be edified or comforted, ſhall I 
mar his joy, and diſturb his tranquillity, 
by forcing him to comprehend the mean- 
ing of Greek and Hebrew particles? — 
Whether it be warrantable, or not, to 
give this evangelical turn to the paſſage 
before us, its moral intention and import 
will hardly be diſputed. It exhibits the 
reluctance which men feel to encounter 
affliction ; their impatience and unrea- 


ſonableneſs under it; the wiſe deſign of 


Providence in afflitive diſpenſations, 
_ to © prove men, whether they 
e will diligently hearken to the voice of 
the Lord their God, and do that which 
is right in his ſight.“ And, finally, it 
illuſtrates the power, wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God in counteracting one natural 
evil, by another evil; making poiſon ſerve 
4 an antidote to poiſon, and healing the 

X 2 Sreater 
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greater plague of fin, by the leſs, that of 
_ ſuffering. | 


Sour commentators have conjectured, 
that it was about this very ſpot, that 
Hagar was relieved and ſupplied with 
water, ſhe and her ſon, by the angel of 
the Lord, when they were baniſhed from 
Abraham's houſe; and they reprove the 
incredulity of the Iſraelites, by the exam- 
1 ple of her faith. After all, it was un- 
| doubtedly a very ſevere trial; whether we 
conſider how much, water, ſweet water, 
is connected, not merely with the conve- 
nience and comfort, but with the very 
exiſtence of human life; the immenſe 
quantity neceſſary for the ſupport of ſuch 
a vaſt multitude of men and women, be- 
ſides cattle; or, the peculiar demand occa- 
ſioned by a vertical ſun, and a parched 
foil. We paſs on from Marah, as men, 
and as the inhabitants of more favoured 
regions, praiſing God, ** who walks upon 
the clouds,” and refreſhes us from 
heaven above; guſhes upon us in a thou- 
ſand ſtreams of limped comfort from the 

| earth 
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earth beneath, and gently flows through 
every field in a tide of delight; and, as 
Chriſtians, we flee for refuge and refreſh- 

ment to that wonderful man, deſcribed, in 
prophetic viſion, in ſuch beautiful figures 
as theſe, A man ſhall be as an hiding- | 
e place from the wind, and a covert from 
© the tempeſt: as rivers of water in a 
« dry place; as the ſhadow of a great 
rock in a weary land*.” Gold, ſilver 
and precious ſtones, are produced in ſmall 
quantities, and are of difficult and danger- 
pus inveſtigation. And, happily, the life of 
man conſiſts not in ſuch things as theſe, 
Whereas, the things which really miniſter 

to human comfort, and conſtitute the 
real ſupport of human life, are poured 

| down upon us with unbounded profuſion, 
The choiceſt bleſſing which ever was be- 
ſtowed upon the world, is common and 
free to all, as the water in the ſtream; as 
the light and air of heaven. 


Bur, though the bitter waters are 
ſweetened for preſent uſe, Iſrael muſt not 
* think 


®* Iſaiah xxxii. 2. 
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think of continuing encamped by them, 
They are to be but the tranſient refreſh- 
ment of the way-faring man, not the ſtated 
ſupply of the Land of Promiſe. What. 
ever we have attained, whatever we enjoy, 


the voice of Providence ſtill ſummons us 


away, laying, « Ariſe ye, and SG for 


5 this is not your reſt.” * 


T HEIR next journeying is from Marah 


and ten 2 trees, and twelve wells 


40 of water.“ And what 1s Nature, but 


the great Janovan, performing the moſt 


aſtoniſhing wonders, in a ſtated and re- 
gular courſe? Water iſſuing from a rock, 
when [mitten by a rod, is not in itſelf a 


wht 


to Elim; where were twelve wells of 
« water, and threeſcore and ten palm- 
trees: a they encamped there by the 
« waters.” In the preceding ſtation, 
their proviſion was partly from nature, 
partly from the kindneſs of a gracious 
Providence. Nature furniſhed the ſub- 
ſtance, a miracle indowed it with the ſuit- 
able qualities. But at Elim, Nature ſeems | 
to do the whole, with her threeſcore 


| 
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whit more miraculous, than the conti- 
nually ſupplying one little ſtream from 
the ſame ſpring. Being arrived at Elim, 
they encamped “ by the waters.” The 
word © Elim,” ſtanding in our verſion 
untranſlated, is generally conſidered as 
the proper name of a place; but it is by 
ſome, and with a great appearance of 
reaſon rendered, ** the forefts.” This is 
ſupported by a paſſage of Strabo *, the 
famous geographer and hiſtorian of Cap- 
padocia, to this purpoſe ; that ** at five 
« days journey from Jericho, there is a 
% foreſt of palm-trees, which is held in 
great veneration throughout all that 
te country, on account of the ſprings of 
% water, which are found there in great 
% abundance.” The numbers zwefve and 
ſeventy, 1 in the ſacred text, inſtead of ſig- 
nifying a determinate quantity, may un- 
doubtedly denote, indefinitely, according 
to a licenſe common in all languages, a 
large abundance. And then the account 
of Strabo, and the narration of Moſes, 
will mutually confirm and ſtrengthen each 
| * 4 other. 
Lib. xvi. 
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other. Two writers, of no leſs eminence 


and credit than Tacitus * and Plutarch 15 


plainly allude to this paſſage, when hy 


ſay, that ** the Jews being ready to periſh 
« with thirſt, happily diſcovered. ping 
cc of running water.“ $f 


By: T, inſtead of ſettling the geography 
of the ſpot, and the import of the word 
Elim, let us look into the fact recorded; 
and through it, into the volume of hu- 


man nature. They encamped there 


* by the waters.” The ſelf-fame ſpirit 
which murmured at the taſte of a bit- 


ter ſtream, diſpoſed them to ſeek repoſe | 


by the ſide of one that was ſweet and 


| placid. Miſtaken in both, a carnal mind 


is eaſily unhinged, and ſoon fatisfied. 


Like children, they are put out of hu- 
mour with a ſtraw; and preſently pa- 
cified, they know not why; and, behold | 
unbelief 1 en of "on one and 


fore the time; ; 27 and by, eee, all 


1 5 {thoughts 


li. Lib. v. 
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thoughts and hopes of it, in the bauble 
of the preſent hour. See Iſrael at one 
time, diſconcerted and chagrined, to find 
that the wilderneſs did not produce every 
thing to a wiſh; at another, ready to 
forego the proſpect of Canaan for Egypt; 
and to accept the land of dates and water, 
for that flowing with milk and honey. 
Never did any good come of fitting down 
contentedly in temporal poſſeſſions. No 
ſooner do men become eaſy and comfort- 
able in their circumſtances, than they 
grow capricious and fantaſtical in their 
wiſhes and deſires. If Providence viſit 
them not with ſcarcity, or unpleaſantneſs 
of water; their own reſtleſs appetite ſhall 
viſit them with an abſurd and unreaſon- 
able craving for fleſh. The fruit and 
ſhade of the palm-tree, and the deliciouſ- 
neſs of a freſh ſpring, pleaſe not long. 
Put an end to novelty, and farewel de- 
light. But a month and fourteen days 
have elapſed, ſince with ſo much joy they 
quitted the houſe of bondage : and they 
are weak and wicked enough to wiſh. 
_ themſelves thither again. And why? be- 
gl cauſe, 


; 
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cauſe, in a march of a few ſhort weeks, 
at moſt, through a wild and deſart coun. 


try, they wallowed not in the profuſion 
of Egypt, which they were obliged to pur. 


chaſe at the price of their liberty * 
blood. 


Wurn we hear of ſuch an univerſal 
mutiny, for it was not the murmuring of 


a few factious diſcontented ſpirits, but of 
the whole congregation of Iſrael, What 


have we not to fear from the juſt reſent- 
ment of a holy and righteous God, thus 


inſulted by miſtruſt and unbelief? We 


find him immediately taking up the cauſe, 


and, in a manner peculiar to himſelf. 
Wonder, O heavens, and be aſtoniſhed, O 


earth. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 


„ behold I will rain” —what? Fire and 
Þrimſtone from heaven, upon this gene- 
ration of incorrigible rebels, until they 
be utterly conſumed? No, but I will 
rain bread from heaven upon you. "Is 
this thy manner with men, O Lord God! 
Surely, eit is of thy mercy we are not con- 


66 ſamed, 
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« ſumed, becauſe thy compattions fail 
„ not.” 


Tux hiſtorical fact which follows, as 
the accompliſhment of this promiſe, 1s 
one of the moſt ſingular upon record ; 
and ſo mixes itſelf with the leading ob- 
jects of the N eW Teſtament diſpenſation, 
that it well merits a ſeparate and particu- 
lar conſideration. 


Bz ISG arrived at another of the great 
epochas, or periods of ancient hiſtory, 
The going out of Egypt; we ſhall make 
a brief recapitulation of the whole, from 
the beginning. The firſt great period of 
the hiſtory of the world, is, from the 
creation down to the deluge; containing 
the ſpace of one thouſand, ſix hundred, 
and fifty-fix years; and a ſucceſſion of 
eight lives, from Adam, to the fix hun- 
dredth year of Noah. The ſecond is, 
from the flood, to the calling of Abra- 
ham, and contains four hundred and 
twenty-ſeven years; and a ſucceſſion of 
ten lives, from the hundred and eighth 

oe” Fear 
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year of Shem, the Son of Noah, to the 


ſeventy-fifth of Abraham, the father and 


founder of the Jewiſh nation: Six of the 


patriarchs, after the flood, being now 
dead, Noah, Phaleg, Rehu, Serug, Na- 
hor, and Terah; and four of them ſtill 


living, Shem, Arphaxad, Salah, and He- 


ber. So that one life, that of Shem, 
connects the antedeluvian world, and the 
call of Abraham. For he was ninety- 
eight years old before the flood came; and 


lived till Abraham was one hundred and 
fifty, and Iſaac fifty years old. The third | 


grand period of the world, containing 


four hundred and thirty years, commences 
on the fifteenth day of the month Abib, 
which anſwers to the end of our April, 
or the beginning of May. And ſome 


learned chronologiſts have undertaken to 


prove, from the ſcripture hiſtory, and 
aſtronomical calculations, that Abraham 
departed from Haran, the Paſchal Lamb 
was ſacrificed in Egypt, and Chriſt ex- 
pired upon the croſs, as the propitiation 
for the ſins of the world, on Calvary, in 


the identical month ph the year, day of the 


month, | 
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month, and hour and minute of the day. 
This period contains a ſucceſſion of ſeven 
lives, including Abraham's, from his 


ſeventy-fifth year, to the eightieth of the 
life of Moſes. | 


FroM the creation, then, to the Exo- 
dus, is the ſpace of two thouſand, five 
hundred, and thirteen years; and a ſuc- 
ceſſion of twenty-four lives. The date 
of this event, in relation to other impor- 
tant and well known events in the hiſtory 
of mankind, ſtands, as follows: It hap- 
pened after the death of Abraham, three 
hundred and thirty years. After the 
death of Iſaac, two hundred and twenty- 
five. After the death of Jacob, one hun- 
dred and ninety- eight. After the death 
of Joſeph, one hundred and forty-four. 
Before the deſtruction of Troy, about 
three hundred. Before the firſt Olympiad, 
or the earlieſt reckoning of time among 
the Greeks, ſeven hundred and fourteen. 
Before the building of the temple, when 
the Iſraelitiſh glory was in its zenith, five 
hundred and ſix. Before the Babyloniſh 

8 captivity, 
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captivity, nine hundred and fſixty-three. 
Before the building of Rome, ſeven hun- 


dred and thirty-eight. Before Chriſt was 
born at Bethlehem, one thouſand; five 


hundred, fifty-one. Before the preſent 
year 1793, three thouſand three hundred 
and forty-four. 


Wu is the concluſion of the whole 
matter? *©* A thouſand years, O Lord, 


« 1n thy ſight are but as yeſterday, when 


« it is paſt, and as a watch in the night.“ 
— Our fathers, where are they? the 
«« prophets, do they live for ever?“ 

* Seeing then, that all theſe things ſhall 
„be diffolved, what manner of perſons 
*« ought ye to be, in all holy converſation 
* and godlineſs, Looking for, and haſt- 
* ing unto the coming of the day of 


3 
N 


—— 6 


« 


„ ſhalt melt with fervent heat? Never- 


« theleſs, we, according to his promiſe, 


«c look for new heavens and a new earth, 


Fal, xc; 4. 


God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
ſhall be diſſolved, and the elements 


cc wherein 


«6 


* 
4 
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yp 


« wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs *. — 
« So teach us to number our days, that 


we may apply our hearts unto wiſ- 
_« domF.,”—* Many ſhall come from the 


« eaſt, and weſt, and ſhall fit down with 


K 


0 


Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the king- 


« dom of heaven.t” *© The law was given 
« by Moſes, but grace and truth came by 


oa 


c 


Jeſus Chriſt d.. And he that ſat up- 


on the throne, ſaid, Behold, I make all 
« things new.”'—*© He which teſtifieth 
« theſe things, ſaith, Surely, I come 
e quickly. Amen. Even fo, come, Lord 


« Jeſus. ||” 


* 2 Pet. Hh 195 14. 


4 Mat. viii. 11. 


$ John i. 17. 


„„ 
Kev. xxii. 20. 
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HISTORY OF MOSES. 


LECTURE XIII. 


__ EXODUS XVI. 11, 12, 13, I4, 15. 


1ND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES, SAYING, 1 
HAVE HEARD THE MURMURINGS OF THE CHIL= 
DREN OF ISRAEL; SPEAK UNTO THEM, SAYING, 
AT EVEN YE SHALL EAT FLESH, AND IN THE 
MORNING YE SHALL BE FILLED WITH BREAD 3 
AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD 
YOUR GOD. AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT AT 


EVEN THE QUAILS CAME UP, AND COVERED 
THE CAMP: AND IN THE MORNING THE DEW 


LAY ROUND ABOUT THE HOST. AND WHEN 


THE DEW THAT LAY. WAS GONE UP, BEHOLD, * 


- UPON THE FACE OF THE WILDERNESS THERE 
LAY A SMALL ROUND THING, AS SMALL AS 
THE HOAR-FROST ON THE GROUND. AND 
WHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SAW IT, THEY 
SAID ONE TO ANOTHER, IT IS MANNA: FOR 
THEY WIST NOT WHAT IT WAS, AND MOSES 


You Mb d SAID | 


\ 
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SAID UNTO THEM, THIS 1s THE BREAD WHICt: 
THE LORD HATH GIVEN YOU TO EAT. 


N LT AN, compoſed of body and ſpirit, 

is giving continual indication of 

the origin from which he ſprings. His 

creative imagination, his penetrating un- 

| derſtanding; his quickneſs of apprehen. 
l = ſion, loftineſs of thought, eagerneſs of de- 
ſire, fondneſs of hope z nay, even his 
erect figure, and a countenance turned 
upward to the ſkies, beſpeak him the Son 
of God, into whoſe noſtrils Jehovah has 
breathed the breath of life, and whom he 
has framed after his own image, On the 
other hand, appetites perpetually craving 
a ſupply out of the earth; the law of his 
nature, which ſtretches him in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility upon the lap of his mother, 
for one third of his exiſtence, in order to 
ſupport the employments of the other 
two; and rational powers ſubjected to the 
will of ſenſe, ſhew us a creature taken „on 
the duſt of the ground, always dependent 
upon it, and haſtening to return thither- 
ward again, 


PROVIDENCE 
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 PRoviDENCE permits us not for a mo- 
ment to forget, who, and whence we are. 
Have we laboured an hour or two? Hun- 
ger, and thirſt, and wearineſs, irreſiſtibly 
draw us to the groſſer elements of which 
we are compounded. A little bread and 
water having diſpenſed their nouriſhing 
virtue; a ſhort ſleep having reſtored our 


waſted powers, the ſoul ſtarts up into 


conſcious immortality ; it ſprings forward 
to eternity, graſps the globe, expatiates 


from ſphere to ſphere, aſcends to the 


throne of God himſelf. At one time, we 


behold a grovelling contemptible being, 


all body, abſorbed in the low and groſs de- 
fire of the moment, a fit companion to 
the beaſts that periſh: and anon, we ſee 
that very ſame wretched creature, becom- 
ing all ſpirit, leaving the earth behind 


him, mixing with angels, and holding 


fellowſhip with the Father of ſpirits. 


RET TOION is conſtantly aiming at the 


reſtoration of our fallen nature; is {till ex- 


erting her quickening power, to raiſe the 


* 2 vine; 
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vine; ſhe graciouſly employs herſelf in 

gradually detaching us from things ſeen 
and temporal, and in uniting us to thoſe 


8 . 22 p —_— 
— — ——— — — 


which are unſeen, and are eternal. The 
world, on the contrary, is as conſtantly 


ſtriving to degrade, to depreſs, to extin- | 
guiſh the immortal principle, and to fink 


the man in the brute. . Hence we ſee the 


worldling, dreaming of much goods, laid 
up for many years ; endeavouring to con- 
fer duration, even upon his ſenſuality; 


while Chriſt teacheth his diſciples to pray, 


ſaying, © Give us zhis day our daily 


« bread.” And by this admonition, he 
powerfully checks immoderate anxiety 


about the future. Therefore, I ſay 


* unto you, take no thought for your 
ce life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye 


e ſhall drink; nor yet for your body, 


« what ye ſhall put on: Is not the 
&« life more than meat, and the body 
than raiment? Behold the fowls ot 
« the air: for they ſow not, neither 
« do they reap, nor gather into barns; 
e yet your heavenly Father fe deedetl 


* 
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« them. Are ye not much better than 
6c they * p 


To teach men their conſtant depend- 
ence, their proviſion is beſtowed in a 
gradual, daily ſupply; not in heaps but 
in handfuls. And, when God was pleaſ- 
ed miraculouſly to feed Iſrael in the wil- 
derneſs, for forty years together, the food 
of every day came in its day. All at- 
tempts to hoard were defeated. Every 
one's portion was ſufficiently ample: And 
accumulation became a nuiſance, inſtead | 

of wealth, 


Mx, under the 0 of their paſ- 
fions ſluggiſbly crawl, or eagerly run to 
the objects of their purſuit; but God is 
ever advancing towards his, in the ſame 
ſteady, majeſtic pace. When we hear of 
the birth of Moſes, the deliverer of Iſrael, 
we immediately conclude, that the time 
of their redemption is now at hand. But, 
behold forty years elapſe before a fingle 
effort is made for this purpoſe. And, it \ 
YL: 2 1s 


Matt. vi. 25, 26. 
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is then, the feeble effort of a ſolitary in- 
dividual, to avenge a private wrong; 
while the general enfranchiſement ſeems 
rather retarded, than accelerated by it; 
and another period of forty years paſſes 
| without one apparent ſtep taken towards 
public liberty. The fetters of Egypt 
are at length broken, and Iſrael is enlarg- . 
ed; but the poſſeſſion of Canaan is ftill 
at a diſtance; and a third ſpace of forty 
years, conſumes that whole generation in 
the wilderneſs; and Moſes, their conduc- 
tor dies, at the age of one hundred and 
twenty years, before the ſole of one foot 
enters into the land of promiſe, as a poſ- 
ſeſſion. So unlike are the preconceptions | 
of erring men, to the deſigns of the infi- 
nitely wiſe God. 


Wur e we behold that vaſt congrega- 
| 2 8 tion, by ſuch a diſplay of 8 

1 reſcued from bondage, conducted through 
the Red- ſea, made to triumph over all their 
enemies, we are apt to conſider them as 
the favourites of heaven, deſtined to per- 
ſonal honours and poſſeſſions. But, the 
event 
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event teaches us to correct our haſty judg- 
ment, and inſtructs us, that not the par- 
ticular intereſts of individuals, but the 
great intereſts of the church of God are 
the care of heaven; that, though Aaron 
and his ſons may die, the prieſthood ever 
lives; and, that while prophet after pro- 
phet retires, 1t 1s only to make room for 
the Prince and Lord of all the prophets. 


Or little conſequence is it to obtain 

_ poſſeſſion of expected good, unleſs we be 
fitted for the enjoyment of it. A nation 
of {laves, was unqualified to exerciſe the 
rights, and to enjoy the privileges of citi- 
zens. Iſrael had no exiſtence in Egypt, but 

merely a natural one. They had no 
civil conſtitution, no laws, no govern- 
ment. To have been conducted directly 
to Canaan in ſuch a ſtate, had been the 
reverſe of a benefit. Providence, therefore, 
thought proper to employ a ſeries of years 
in the wilderneſs, in training the people 
for empire; in modelling a government 
| ſuitable to their future condition; and, by 
mating. wiſe laws, reſpecting both reli- 
4 gion 
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gion and civil polity, prepared them for 
that exalted rank which they were to hold 
among the nations; and that duration of 
power and importance, with which the 
ſalvation of the whole human race was ſo 


cloſely connected. Thus, the eternal de- 


cree makes the poſſeflion of the heavenly 


Canaan ſure to every heir of glory: which 


decree, the juſtifying grace and adopting 
love of his heavenly Father, declare and 
confirm; but he is not brought home to 
his Father's houſe abave, till through the 


ſchool of diſcipline, and by the ſpirit of 


holineſs, he is : made meet to be a par- 
* taker of the inheritance of the ſaints in 


6c light,” 


Mex, through impatience and peeviſh- 
neſs, miſs the very end at which they aim. 


Canaan flies but the farther off, from be- 
ing graſped at too ſoon. The homely 


proviſion brought from Egypt was now 
ſpent: the milk and honey of Canaan 


were not yet beſtowed. The wilderneſs 


naturally produced nothing for food, 


zardly water to * their thirſt. The 
wonders 
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wonders of Egypt; the parting of the Red- 
| ſea; the ſweetening of the bitter waters of 
Marah; all, all is forgotten the moment 
diſtreſs comes upon them. And the 
« whole congregation of the children of 
Iſrael murmured againſt Moſes and 
Aaron in the wilderneſs.” — God imme 
diately takes up the cauſe as his own; but 
inſtead of expreſſing the reſentment of an 
inſulted ſovereign and benefactor, declares 
his gracious reſolution, to overcome this 
ungracious ſpirit, by compliance and 
kindneſs; and men, unworthy of the 
meaneſt earthly fare, have a promiſe of a 
daily ſupply of bread from heaven. But, 
as God does not always withhold in diſplea- 
ſure; ſo he does not always grant from 
love. When Providence deigns to in- 
dulge the humours, and gratify the luſts 
of men, it is far, very far, from being * 
token for good. A promiſe of bread in 
the morning, is precious information; but 
the addition of fleſh to the full, in the 
evening, wears rather the appearance of a 
threatening. When our deſires exceed 
the bounds of wiſdom, the accomplith- 
ment, 
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ment, not the diſappointment of them, 
becomes our puniſhment. 


Ir is remarkable too, that the luxuri- 


ons part of their demand was granted, 
before that which was neceſſary. The 
quails came in the evening; the manna 
appeared not till the next morning. An- 
other proof, that the fupply granted, 
flowed not from unmixed affection. 


WirRour going, at preſent, into any 


of the critical enquiries, which have been 


purſued, reſpecting either the name, or 


the nature of this wonderful bread, we 
proceed to make a few practical obſerva- 


tions upon it, founded upon the letter of 


the hiſtory, as it ſtands in our Bible. 


FixsT. Then, and then only, is faith 
warranted to expect relief from a miracle, 


when means have been tried without ef- 


fect; or, when we are in ſuch a ſituation, 
that no means can be uſed with a proba- 


bility of ſucceſs.—If God, in his provi- 


dence, has brought us into the wilderneſs, 
| 3 where 


rr 


G.. D T Ur 
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where no corn can grow, where no water 
flows, we may reaſonably look for an in- 
terpoſition from above, for our ſupport; 
which we ſhould expect in vain, in a land 
of corn and vineyards, Where there is a 
field for the exerciſe of foreſight, induſtry 
and diligence, we tempt God, inſtead of 
honouring him, when we caſt our work, 
and not our care, upon him. And yet it 
is not uncommon to ſee a liſtleſs, indolent 
diſpoſition, wanting to paſs itſelf for re- 
liance on the goodneſs of heaven. Herod 
defired to ſee Chriſt, merely in the view of 
gratification to an idle curioſity, in hope | 
of ſeeing a miracle performed: but his 
motive being wrong and unworthy, his 
| deſire was not indulged. The Phariſees, 
from a captious, unbelieving ſpirit, 
tempted Chriſt, © aſking a ſign from 
" heaven; but though ſigns innumerable 
were every day exhibited in compaſſion to 
the miſerable, and condeſcenſion to the 
weak, no ſign but that „of the prophet 
15 Jonas, * was given to the ſelf- conceited 
infidel. Jexovan performs the wonders | 
of his Power and goodnels, neither to ſave 
the 
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the exertions of the lazy, nor to tickle 

the imaginations. of the curious, His 
object: is not to make men ſtare and won- 
ders; but to do them good. 


SECONDLY. Man's happieſt eſtate, is to 
feel his daily, conſtant dependence upon 
his Maker, and to ſee the regular pro- 
| miſed ſupply, evincing the truth and 
faithfulneſs of its bountiful Author, 

With a monitor for God, preſſing in upon 
us, through every avenue of the ſoul, we 
are nevertheleſs apt to be inattentive and 
unthankful. It is, therefore, an inſtance _ 
5 of great goodneſs, when God is pleaſed to 
| force himſelf upon our thoughts; and to 
invite us to communion with „ the Fa- 
1 « ther of our ſpirits,” in the commerce 
of a conſtant habitual friendſhip. Here, 
then, the poor have infinitely the advan- 
| tage over the rich, They ſee, or they are 

blind indeed, they fee their“ dry morſel 
if. and their dinner of herbs, coming, 
at the expected hour, from the bounty of 
indulgent heaven. They are not ſuffered 


to be carclels, 1 impious, and ungrateful 
e 
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Their homely fare is garniſhed and ſea- 
ſoned, with what gold cannot purchaſe, 
nor power compel, the gentle whiſpers of 
a Father's love, the kindly welcome of an 
affectionate friend. And yet, the bulk of 
mankind is ſtriving and ſtraining to get 
out of this happy ſtate; eagerly catching 
at a ſituation, which would infallibly be- 
tray them into ſelf-ſufficiency, inſolence, 
and irreligion. That proud word, inde- 
pendence, is continually in their mouths; 
and the thing itſelf is in their hearts; not 
conſidering, that the real happineſs of man 
conſiſts, in mutual connection and de- 
pendence; and, that the glory and felici- 
ty of every rational being, 1s founded upon 
union with, and a ſenſe of his conſtant 
and entire os my: on, his Creator. 


Fand No fulneſs, and no excellen- 
cy of created comforts, will produce real 
happineſs to rational beings, without the 
aid of religion. During the abode of — 
Iſrael in Egypt, the obſervance of the ſab- 4 
bath had been greatly neglected, if not | 
altogether diſuſed, The religious princi- 
Pie 


— 1 


334 HISTORY or MOSES. [LECT, x11, 
ple of courſe muſt have been much weak. 
_ ened, if not wholly deſtroyed. There was 
nothing done, then, till this matter was 
re- eſtabliſned. For, there can be no good 
government, but what is founded upon 
religion; and religion cannot long exiſt 
in any degree of either fervour or purity, 
where no attention is paid to the Lord's 
day. Providence, therefore, employedx 
certain method, to point out that day to 
Iſrael, and to enforce the obſervance of it. 
On that day no manna fell. But, to com- 
penſate the failure, a double quantity was 
given the day before; and the manna of 
that day, contrary to its uſual cuſtom, re- 
tained its ſweetneſs during the ſabbath: 
it neither melted away, nor became putrid. 
But, alas! long diſuſe had ſo much dimi- 
niſhed public reſpect for the ordinance, 
that a diſcipline of forty years is ſcarcely 
ſufficient to reſtore it to its ancient dig- 
nity and eſtimation. The reſtraints of 
religion are no encroachments on human 
liberty. The ſabbath was made for 
„ man,” a ſeaſon of reſt for his body; a 
ſeaſon of contemplation for his mind. It 
was. 
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was intended to be his comfort, as a citi- 
zen of this world; and his condition as 
a candidate for another country, that is 
an heavenly, is cloſely connected with it. 
Can the great God be honoured by our 
reſting from the uſual employments of 
life, for a ſeventh part of our time? 
Surely not: but God is honoured and glo- 
rified, when man 1s made wiſe, good, and 


happy. 


FouR THLY. The folly and perverſeneſs 
of men, exhibit a melancholy contraſt to 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. The 
promiſe of the Almighty gave full afiur- 
| ance of a daily, certain, ſtated ſupply. 
But either through miſtruſt at one time, 
they attempt to hoard up to-morrow's 
proviſion from the ſuperabundance of to- 
day: or, through impiety at another, they 
violate the divine appointment, by going 
out to gather, on that day, when they 
were expreſsly aſſured they needed to ex- 
pect none. Thus we are always doing too 
little or too much; impatiently and impe- 
tuouſly outrunning Providence, or flug- 
_ giſhly 


336 HISTORY OF MOSES, [LFCT, $13, 


giſhly and careleſsly lagging behind. And 
what do we get to ourſelves, in either caſe, 

but diſappointment and diſhonour ? The 
man who diffidently laboured to accumu- 
late, for five days of the week, when he 

looks upon his ſtore, finds he has been trea- 
ſuring up to himſelf nothing but ſtench 
and putrefaction ; and the Iſraelite, who 
preſumptuouſly truſted his ſabbath-day's 
entertainment to the manna of that day, 
muſt faſt for his folly. 


FPirrnl v. Obſerve the care of Provi- 
dence, to preſerve among this highly fa- 
voured people, a conſtant ſenſe of their 
equality. All had their conſtant ſupply; 
every one was entitled to his fair propor- 
tion; and no good purpoſe did it anſwer, 
to graſp at a double portion. For the 
hand which -miraculouſly rained down 
this heavenly bread, miraculouſly modified 
it to every one's uſe. He who gathered 
much had nothing over, and he that 
M1 you hered little had no lack.” Now, if 
we attend to th e conduct of Providence, 
1 in every ſtate of the world, 
We 
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we Mall find the ſame equality of diſtri- 
bution ſtill going on. A man has juſt 
what he uſes, and no more. With a cheſt 
full of gold, he has a deſire to eat, but 
twice or thrice a day at moſt. With a 
thouſand ſuits of apparel 1 in his wardrobe, 
he can uſe but one at a time. His neigh- 
bour, therefore, who has but one dinner, 
and one coat at once, is, upon the whole, 
juſt as rich as he. Beyond what nature 
requires, reaſon approves, and the Almigh- 
ty crowns with his bleſſing, all is childiſh 
and fantaſtical. * There is that ſcatter- 
„eth, and yet increaſeth; and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty x.“ If this 
were felt and underſtood, as it ought, we 
ſhould ſee leſs eagerneſs, rapacity and 
ſelfiſnneſs, in one part of mankind; and 


leſs unthankfulneſs and diſcontent i in ano- 
ther. | 


Six THTVY. Mark the danger of giving 
way to a light, wanton, e diſpoſi- 
tion. Even manna pleaſed not long. An 


Vor. 1 imagination 
Prov. xi. 24. 
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imagination filled with the luxurious 
dainties of Egypt, ſoon ſpurned at it, as 
light bread.” There is no end to wiſh- 
ing and deſiring. Unadulterated nature 
craves but little, and is not difficult to 
pleaſe. But once give the reins to fancy, 
and the wealth of Crœſus, the magnifi- 
_ cence of Solomon, the elegance of Lucul- 
1us, and the luxury of Heliogabalus, will 
ſoon ſtink and be deſpiſed. Men ate an- 
gels food, and loathed it. Of what im- 
portance then muſt it be, to check in our- 
| ſelves, and to repreſs in thoſe, whoſe vir- 

tue and happineſs are intruſted to our 
care, the firſt workings of a wild and fan- 
taſtical appetite, Children cannot be too 
ſimply clothed and fed. Solicit the palate 
by delicacies, and you kindle a fire in the 
1magination, to which no wealth can ad- 
miniſter a ſufficient ſupply of fuel, which 
no reaſon can keep within bounds, which 
will certainly produce a thouſand real 


evils, and render the poſſeſſion of the 

real felicities of life taſteleſs, and inſipid. 
Teach young ones to value themſelves on 

dreſs and appearance, and 'you under- 

1 OT mine 
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mine the fabric of their true conſequence. 
In proportion as you lead them to derive 
their importance from the adorning of 


their bodies, you ſtrip and expoſe their 
minds. 


SrVvrxrTRHLx. The fame Power which 
corrupted the manna on the ſecond day, 
and which preſerved it from corruption 
every ſeventh day, commanded a imall : 
portion to be laid up, for a memorial to 
future generations; and for that purpoſe, 
miraculouſly kept 1 it in its or iginal ſtate of 
ſweetneſs and perfection. In this, we ſee 
the abſolute ſubjection of all things to 
the will of God. They grow and decay, 
they continue and paſs away, they live 
and periſh, juſt as he will. * I know that 
thou wilt bring me to death, and to 
N the houſe. appointed for all living.” 
% And, I know that my Redeemer liveth, 
5 and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
« upon the earth. And though after my 
's „ ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet in 
| © my fleſh ſhall I ſee God.” No power 
nor {kill can redeem the body from the 


1 Power 
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power of the grave; the arm of an arch- 
angel 15 unable to confine it there. 


FinarLy. The manna from heaven is 
likewiſe an image of better things to come, 
The bread of angels could not confer im- 
mortality on thoſe who did eat it: but the 
« true bread which came down from hea- 
« ven,” communicates eternal life to all 
who partake of it. But the words of our 
Saviour himſelf, will beſt explain this 
ſubje&t. * Jeſus ſaith unto them, I am 
the bread of life; he that cometh to 
« me ſhall never hunger, and he that be- 
« lieveth on me ſhall never thirſt. Veri- 
« ly, verily, I fay unto you, he that be- 
lieveth on me hath everlaſting life. I 
“ am that bread of life. Your fathers 


« did eat manna in the wilderneſs and 


* 


7.0 


pg 


« cometh down from heaven, that a man 
* may eat thereof and not die. I am 
the living bread which came down from 
„ heaven. If any man eat of this bread, 
a he ſhall live for ever; and the bread 
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are dead. This is the bread which 
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« which I will give 15 my fleſh, which I 
« will give for the life of the world. The 
“Jews, therefore, ſtrove among them- 
« ſelves, ſaying, how can this man give 
„ us his fleſh to eat? Then Jeſus ſaid 
« unto them, Verily, verily, I ſay unto 1 
you, except ye eat the fleſh, and drin 1 
« the blood of the Son of Man, ye have = 
« no life in you. Whoſo cateth my fleſh, | 
© and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 'Þ 
life; and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 4 1 
« day; for my fleſh is meat indeed, and 1 
my blood is drink indeed. He that ; 
« eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, 
% dwelleth in me, and I 1 in him.” As 
« the living Father hath ſent me, and I 
e hve by the Father, ſo he that eateth 
% me, even he ſhall live by me. This is 
the bread which came down from hea- 
* ven, not as your fathers did eat manna, 
and are dead. He that eateth of this 
bread ſhall live for ever!. 
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Having thus finiſhed the courſe of 
. lectures 
1 John vi. 47, &c. 


342 HISTORY OF MOSES, [ LECT. X11, 


* 


lectures propoſed for this ſeaſon *, What 
remains, but that with a grateful heart, I 
firſt acknowledge the great goodneſs of 
Almighty God, who has graciouſly lent 
health and ſtrength for carrying on this 
undertaking, thus far. If any ſavour of 
divine things has been felt, or communi- 
cated; if ſcripture truth has, to any, 
been ſet in a new, or an agreeable light; 
if a taſte for ſacred reading ond meditation 
has been conveyed ; if the connection be- 


tween the Old and New Teſtament has 


been pointed out, and impreſſed upon any 


heart; and, if the young, in PARROT 
| ISO 


For the reaſon aſſigned, when theſe diſcourſes were 
firſt ſubmitted to the public eye, ſome of the occaſion- 


al addreſſes from the pulpit, were retained in the publi- 


cation. But the lectures of a ſeaſon, not correſponding | 
exactly to the uſual ſize of a volume, it became, at length, 


a matter of doubt, whether theſe addreſſes ſhould be alto- 
gether ſuppreſſed, modelled into a more proper diction and 


ſtation from the preſs, or given exactly in the order and 


words, in which they were delivered. The doubt iſſued, 


in reſolving upon the laſt. This lecture concluded the 


courſe of the Spring 1783. The courſe, of the enſuing 
ſeaſon, commenced with that which follows. Perhaps it 
was unneceſſary to ſay ſo much, in explanation of a matter 


ſo little important, as the concluſion of one diſcourſe, and 


the introduction to another. 


LECT 
ha 
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have been induced, by any thing ſaid in 
this place, to think for themſelves, and to 
compare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual ;— 
the lecturer has gained his end, and is al- 


already in poſſeſſion of his reward. The 
praiſe he cheerfully renders to Him to | | 
whom it belongs. jl 
To you, my very dear friends, my | 
thanks are, in the next place, unqueſtion- Wl 
ably due, and are rendered with unfeign- 8 
ed gratitude, Your patient attendance, if 
and candid attention, during ſeven months Ii | 
together, I ſhall ever confider as a proof 48 


of attachment the moſt flattering, and 
the moſt encouraging. Why ſhould I 
conceal my feelings on the occaſion? I 
engaged in thisundertaking, at firſt, with 1 
fear and trembling; I proceeded with 
ſolicitude; but, I conclude with heart- 
felt ſatisfaction ; becauſe the countenance 
have met with encourages me to hope, 
that my labours may have been doing 
lome good, If there be one circumſtance 
which gives me pain, it is the exceſs of 
that liberality and approbation which has 
© far over-rated and over- paid my endea- 

2 4. = vours, 
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vours, to convey to you uſeful and plea- 


ſing inſtruction. In return, all I can do, 
is to wiſh and pray that your kindneſs 
may be returned a thouſand fold into your 
boſoms, in temporal, ſpiritual and hea- 


venly bleſſings. And now, my beloved 


brethren, farewell.—To the grace of God 


I commend you all: Even, * to him that 
« js able to keep you from falling, and to 


Weds © preſent you faultleſs before the preſence 
of his glory with exceeding } Joy ; even 
to the only wiſe God our Saviour.“ 


That we ſhall never all meet again, in an 


earthly temple, is certain. For time is 
haſtening to filence the tongue of the 


preacher; and to cloſe the hearer's ear. 


But we have everlaſting conſolation and 


good hope, through grace, bf meeting to- 


gether, and of worſhipping, in that tem- 
1 which has no need of the ſun, 
« neither of the moon, to ſhine in it; for 
« the glory of God doth lighten it, and 
the Lamb is the light thereof. And 
<« the nations of them which are ſaved, 
40 ſhall walk in the light of it: and the 


kings 
Jude 24, 25. 


L 
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« kings of the earth do bring their glory 

« and honour intoit, And the gates of 

« it ſhall not be ſhut at all by day; for 
ee there ſhall be no night there*”, Let 

us, therefore, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, 
40 always abounding in the work of the 
„Lord; foraſmuch as we know that our | 
“ labour is not in vain in the Lord. ?““ _ 1 


* Rev. xxi. 23, 24, 25. + 1 Cor. xv. 58. 1 


HISTORY 
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L BCT-UAE XI: | 


EXODUS XVI. I, 2,—5, 6, NY bn 


AND ALL THE CONGREGATION OF THE CHILDREN 
or ISRAEL JOURNEYED FROM THE WILDERNESS 
OF SIN, AFTER THEIR JOURNIES, ACCORDING 
TO THE COMMANDMENT OF THE LORD, AND 
PITCHED IN REPHIDEM: AND THERE WAS NO 
WATER FOR THE PEOPLE TO DRINK. WHERE=- 
FORE THE PEOPLE DID CHIDE WITH MOSES, AND 
| SAID, GIVE US WATER, THAT WE MAY DRINK, 
AND MOSES SAID UNTO THEM, WHY CHIDE 
YOU WITH ME ? WHEREFORE DO YE TEMPT THE 
LORD ? AND THE LORD SAID UNTO MOSES, co 
ON BEFORE THE PEOPLE, AND TAKE WITE 
THEE OF THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL AND THY 
ROD, WHEREWITH THOU SMOTEST THE RIVER, 
TAKE IN THINE HAND, AND CO. BEHOLD 1 
WILL STAND BEFORE THEE THERE UPON Tt? 
ROCK IN HOREB; AND THOU  SHALT SMITE 
THE ROCK, AND THERE SHALL COME WATER 
OUT OF IT, THAT THE PEOPLE MAY DRIUE. 
AND 
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AND MOSES DID SO IN THE SIGHT OF THE EL = 
DERS OF ISRAEE, 


H E reconciliation of interrupted 
friendſhip, is one of the chief de- 
lights of human life. The extatic plea- 
ſure of meeting again, after long abſence, 
perſons whom we dearly love, obliterates 
in a moment the pain of ſeparation: and 
one hour of ſweet communication com- 
penſates the langour, ſolicitude, and 
gloom of many years. After an interval 
of five months, I return, to converſe with 


Moſes, and to talk of him to you, with 


the ſatisfaction of one who has been upon 


a long journey, and, returning home, 
finds again thoſe whom he left, thoſe 


whom he loves; and finds them ſuch as he 
wiſhes them to be. Let us, my dear 
friends, with increaſed ardour, affection, 
admiration, and gratitude, renew our in- 


timacy with the venerable man to whom 


we are indebted for ſo much rational plea- 


ſure, and for ſo much uſeful inſtruction, 


— Moſes, thou prince of hiſtori ians, ſub- 
limeſt of poets, ſageſt of legiſlators, clear- 


eſt· 


* 
* 
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eſt-ſighted of prophets, moſt amlable of 
men! To thee, we owe our knowledge of 
the ages beyond the flood! Thou firſt 
taughteſt to ſtring the ſacred lyre, and to 
adapt the high praiſes of God to the en- 
chanting concord of ſweet ſounds. By thee, 
King in Jeſhurun, all ſucceeding princes 
have been inſtructed how to govern ; and 

lawgivers are formed to political wiſdom 
and ſagacity. By thee, Jews were led to 
expect, and Gentiles are encouraged to 
rejoice in, Mxss iA, the Great Prophet, 
after thy ſimilitude; by whom alone, 
thou art excelled. And by thee, ſweeteſt, 
meekeſt, gentleſt of mankind, the endear- 
ing 8 of private life, are moſt en- 

gagingly exemplified, and moſt powerfully 
recommended. 


BY < chiefly, thee, © spitit t! thee only, 
we adore, 


— —-„— Who didſt inſpire. 

2/8, That ſhepherd who firſt taught the choſen ſeed, 
4 In the beginning, how the heavens and earth 
4 Roſe out of chaos.” | 


Whatever 155 
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Whatever wiſdom we may have learned, 
whatever pleaſure we may have enjoyed, 


whatever comfort we poſſels, whatever 
hope we feel —all, all, is of thee, pure, 
eternal, unchanging Source of light, and 


Bs and j joy. 


Mosks, in the paſſage of his writings 


which I have now read, 1s carrying on his 
own intereſting, eventful hiſtory. At the 
head of the myriads of Iſrael, he i is now 


purſuing his march from Egypt to Ca- 


naan, following a guide who would not 


miſlead them, and whom they could not 
miſtake; protected by a power, which, 
like a wall of fire, bid defiance to every 


threatening foe; and, from day to day, 


ſupplied by a bounty incapable of being 
exhauſted. All theſe preſent and ſingular 
advantages, had the ſweetneſs of hope 
mingled with them. They had juſt 


eſcaped from the moſt humiliating and 
oppreſſive of all ſervitude, and they were 


haſtening to the inheritance of their fa- 


thers: yet we find them a people as pee- 
viſh, irritable, and difficult to pleaſe, as if 
they 


LE 
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they had never known adverſity, and as if 

they had juſt iſſued from the lap of eaſe 
and indulgence. To day, the bread 1 is dry 
and ſtale; to-morrow, the water is bitter; 
the third day, there is a ſcarcity of it. The 
water is ſweetened; manna deſcends; 
quails fall around their camp; but there 
is ſtill a cruel ſomething unpoſleſſed,” 
and all that went before 1s forgotten; 
all that is in poſſeſſion becomes inſi- 
pid. Beſtow, on the ungrateful perſon, 
nine hundred and ninety- nine favours _ 
and withhold the thouſandth, and all ih 
you have done for him is loſt, The pre- 
ſent preſſure always ſeems the heavieſt. 
Mouldy bread, and brackiſh water in the 
wilderneſs, are conſidered as evils more 
intolerable, than all the rigours of ſlavery 
IN Egypt. 
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Wur Rx does this cenſure fall? On that 
moody murmuring race, the Jews, and on 
them only? Alas! it overwhelms ourſelves; 
it bears hard, not upon individuals here 

and there, but upon mankind! We ex- 
pect more from the world, than it poſſi- 
X _ bly 
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bly can beſtow ; and, when we diſcover 
its inſufficiency, we charge God fooliſh- 


ly; and becauſe we have not every thing 
that we wiſh, we are ſatisfied with no- 
thing. Solacing ourſelves, like Jonah, 


under the ſhadow of a gourd, we fancy 
it is a perennial ſhelter, We ſee not the 
worm which is gnawing its root; and 


when it is ſmitten down and withers, we 


are ready to ſay, with the ſullen, teſty 


prophet, ** we do well to be angry.” 


BuT, Was the want of water a ſlight 


evil? And, Is it ſinful to complain under 
the preſſure of a calamity like this? And, 
Was this the f/ time Iſrael had been in 
_ diſtreſs, and found relief? Who was it 
that ſweetened the waters of Marah? 
Who divided the Red-ſea? Who rained 
bread from heaven? And, Who ever 
mended his condition by murmuring and 


diſcontent? Had God intended to deſtroy | 
that people, Why all this exertion of a 

ſtrong hand, and ſtretched out arm, to 
deliver them? God, in the failure of our 


earthly comforts, intends not our morti- 
fication 
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fication and ruin, but our wiſdom and 
improvement. He thereby teaches us 
our dependence; it ſummons us to the 
obſervation of his providence; and levels, 
| not the hope and joy, but the pride and 
ſelf-ſufficiency of man. 
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WarzRI Precious fluid! Infinitely 
more valuable than the blood of the grape, 
than rivulets of oil, or honey from the 

rock; refreſhed, ſuſtained every moment 
by thee — we are every moment, waſting, 
neglecting, forgetting thee. We prize 
| thee not, becauſe of thy rich abundance; 
and, becauſe thou entereſt into every other 
mean of food and comfort, thy import- 
| ance is unobſerved, thy benefits forgotten. 
| May I never know thy value, from the 
want of thee. 


„ Turk E was no water for the people 
« to drink.” Wherefore the people did 
chide with Moſes, and ſaid, give us 
© water that we may drink. And Moſes 
* ſaid unto them, why chide you with 
me? Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord?” 
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If, in their calmeſt moments, men are often 
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incapable of reaſoning juſtly, and diſtin- 
guiſhing accurately, is it any wonder to 


find them, in the very tide and whirlwind 


of paſſion, acting fooliſhly and unreaſon- 
ably ? Who would envy pre-eminence ſuch 
as that which Moſes enjoyed? Is glory 
obtained? He comes in but for a moderate 


ſhare. Is blame incurred, or diſtreſs 


felt? All is imputed to him. To what a 


ſevere trial was the temper of this meek- 


eſt of all men, now put! What ſo pro- 
voking as to meet with cenſure, when we 


are conſcious of meriting praiſe? What 


ſo galling as to have the calamities of 
others, charged upon us as crimes ; to be 
accuſed as culpable, merely becauſe we 


have been unfortunate? Surely the great 


are ſet in * ſlippery places” ; and * un- 


© eaſy muſt the head he that wears a 


cc crown.” 


We We Moſes flying in the hour of 


danger, whither the people ought to have 
fled in the hour of their affliction. He 
* cried unto the Lord.“ Religion Opens | 


* : a refuge, | 
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a refuge, when every other refuge fails; and 
it adminiſters a remedy, to ills otherwiſe 

incurable. I tremble for the life of Moſes. 
He trembles for himſelf. They are 
« almoſt ready to ſtone me.“ The voice 


of Jehovah is again heard, and Moſes is 


in ſafety. But I tremble now, for theſe 


murmuring, unbelieving, rebellious II- 


raelites, Is not the thunder of His indig- 
nation going to burſt out? Is not the fire 
haſtening to conſume? Or, is the earth 
going to open her mouth, and ſwallow 


them quick up into the pit? Behold a 
ſolemn preparation is making! But it is 
an arrangement of love. It is the voice 


of God I hear:—but it ſpeaks mercy and 
peace. The tremendous rod of God, 
wherewith he bruiſed and broke Egypt, 


is again employed; but not as the inſtru- 
ment of puniſhment to Iſrael. It ſmites, 


not a ſinful people, but the flinty rock; 

and it draws forth, not a ſtream of blood 
from the heart of the offender, but a 
ſtream of water to cool his tongue, and 


to reſtore his fainting ſoul. Surely, O 
Lord, “ thy ways are not as our ways: 
„ CY « for 
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« for as the heavens are higher than the 
« earth, ſo are thy ways higher than 
«© our Ways, and thy thoughts than our 
« thoughts. Behold, therefore, the 
1 goodneſs and ſeverity of God: on them 
« which fell, ſeverity; but towards thee, 
0 goodneſs, if thou continue in his 
45 goodneſs: otherwiſe, thou alſo ſhalt 
«he cut off +. 5 Aſtoniſhing inſtance 
of the power and ſovereignty of the 
Moſt High! The ſame rod which ſmote 
1 the river, and it became blood, ſmites 
the rock, and it becomes ſtreams of wa- 
ter. Who is to be feared, who is to be 
truſted, but the God who can do thee 
great things? 


La) 


— s ER. 
_ * 4 


| How honourable had it been for Thee! 
to have had this ſtage of their marching 
through the wilderneſs, diſtinguiſhed by 
5 a name which betokened and commemo- 
16 rated their faithfulneſs, obedience, and 
| ſubmiſſion. Inſtead of this, the names 


| Maſſab and Meribab, muſt tranſmit to all 
l generations, the memory of temptation, 
1 Tg: and rie. Happily, the monu- 
f ments 


6 Iſa. lv. ö, 9. | | + Rom. Xl. 22. 
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ments of human frailty, folly and guilt, 
are alſo the monuments of the divine pa- 
tience, forbearance and tender mercy. 


« Rut the law had oury: a ſhadow of good 


« things to come.” Where Moſes leaves 
us, Iſaiah takes us by the hand, and leads 
us on our way; pointing to Him, whom 
all prophecy revealed, and ſaying, „Be- 
« hold, a King ſhall reign in righteouſ- 
* neſs; and princes ſhall rule in judg- 
e ment. And a man ſhall be as an hid- 
ing place from the wind, and a covert 


from the tempeſt; as rivers of water 


«© in a dry place; as the ſhadow of a 


« great rock in a weary land*,” And 
the apoſtle of the Gentiles conducts our 
weary wandering ſteps from the rock in 

Horeb, to the rock Chriſt, from whence 


iſſues the mighty „river, which makes 
“glad the city of our God;” and which 


affords, not a tranſitory, temporary re- 


freſhment, but a perpetual never-failing 
ſupply. * Moreover, brethren, I would 
9 not that ye ſhould be ignorant, how 
e that all our fathers were under the 

A a 3 4M cloud, 


* Iſa. xxxii. I, 2. 
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« cloud, and all paſſed through the ſea; 
5 and were all baptiſed unto Moſes in 
& the cloud, and in the ſea; and did all 
* eat the ſame ſpiritual meat; and did all 
te drink the ſame ſpiritual drink: for 
they drank of that ſpiritual rock which 
* followed them; and that rock was 
* Chriſt *. The words of the apoſtle in- 
ſinuate, that the ſtream, which iſſued from 
the rock in the wilderneſs, continued to 
flow, and accompanied their progreſs 
through the deſert, during the remainder 
of their long pilgrimage ; till, being ar- 
rived at the Land of Promiſe, a land wa- 
tered with the dew of heaven, and the 
abundance of the rivers, a miraculous 
ſupply, being unneceſſary, was with- 
drawn, 


N 


* 


* 


« 


Tuus was the goſpel preached to them 
of old time. The ſolid rock became, as 
it were, moveable; ** and followed 
* them,” whereſoever they went. The 
Adamant was melted into a pool, for their 
refreſhment, Bleſſed typ of Him, who 


in 


. 1 1 X. 1, Kc. 


: 

1 
f 
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jn his own perſon, accommodated the 
immutability of the divine nature, to the 
neceſſity and the relief of human miſery! 
Bleſſed type, of that ſtream of blood, 
flowing from the Lamb flain from the 
foundation of the world; and, which 
« taketh away the ſins of the world!“ 


Bleſſed type, of that ** conſolation that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus,” for the weary and 


heavy laden, for the guilty and the 


uretched, for the faint and dying! Bleſſed 


type, of that precious ſtream, which has 
flowed in every age, and is flowing to 
every nation and people under heaven; 


and which never leaves the path of the 


Zion- traveller, till, through the midſt of 


Jordan, he ſtands on the delightful ſhore 


of the Canaan that is above, where it 
becomes ** a pure river of water of life, 


clear as cryſtal, proceeding out of the 


_ « throne of God, and of the Lamb. In 
the midſt of the ſtreet of it, and on 
either fide of the river, there is the tree 


c 


N 


-, 


% month: and the leaves of the tree are 
T 
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e of life, which bears twelve manner of 
fruits, and yieldeth her fruit every 
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« for the healing of the nations. And 
ce there ſhall be no more curſe: but the 
* throne of God and of the Lamb ſhall 
e be in it: and his ſervants ſhall ſerve 
« him, and they ſhall ſce his face: and his 
* name ſhall be in their foreheads. And 
« there ſhall be no night there; and they 
«© need no candle, neither light of the 
* ſun: for the Lord God giveth them 
„light; and they ſhall reign for ever and 
ever. | 


K 


N 


In the recapitulation of this wonderful 
hiſtory, in the book of Numbers, an in- 
tereſting and important circuraſtance is 
recorded, which in Exodus is ſuppreſſed; 
and which we muſt here inſert, that we 
may view the event complete in all its 
parts, and, that we may feel it, in all its 
force.— The miracle of extracting water 

from the rock, which proved ſo falutary 
to the people, became fatal to Moles 
himſelf. And this, he, with his native 
candour and fimplicity, thus relates, 
« And Moſes took. the rod from before 

© the 


* | Rev, xxii. I, &c. 


LECT. XIV.J HISTORY OF MOSES. 


« the Lord, as he commanded him. 


6c 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
«c 
66 
cc 
90 

1 

cc 


or 


And Moſes and Aaron gathered the 


congtegation together, before the rock, 


and he ſaid unto them, Hear now, ye 


cc 


rebels; muſt we fetch you water out 
of this rock? And Moſes lifted up his 
hand, and with his rod he ſmote the 
rock twice; and the water came out 
abundantly, and the congregation 


drank, and their beaſts alſo. And the 


Lord ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, 
Becauſe ye believed me not, to ſanc- 


tify me in the eyes of the children of 


Iſrael; therefore ye ſhall not bring 


this congregation into the land which 


I have given them®*.”—For the il- 


3 luſtration and improvement of which, 


we beg your attention to the following 


remarks. 


OBSERVE, firſt, The credit which is 
due to the ſacred writers in general, and 
to Moſes in particular, for their fide- 


lity and integrity, in relating thoſe par- 
ticulary of their temper and conduct, 
which 


2 Numb, xx. 9, &c. 
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which are the object of cenſure and con- 
demnation, as well as thoſe which merit 
applauſe. Indeed they do both, with the 
ſame „ ſimplicity and godly ſincerity.” 
They never appear ſolicitous to celebrate 
their own praiſe; and, if glory may re- 
dound to God, and edification to men, 
they honeſtly publiſh their own ſhame. 


Unlike the generality of mankind, who 


are perpetually catching at opportunities 
to introduce their dear ſelves, that they 


may be valued and admired: and, with 


equal anxiety, drawing a veil over their 
errours and imperfections. But theſe 
boly men delivered not their teſtimony 


I, 


e according to the will of man,” nor in 
the ſpirit of the world: but ſpake as 


<& they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt,” 
And, with candid judges, this candour of 
theirs will be deemed no {light argument 
of their veracity in general, and no ſlen- 
der proof of the credibility. of the By 


ture hiſtory. 


SECONDLY, Remark, the mixture of 
frailty and 1 imper fection which enters into 
every 
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every human character. Moſes himſelf 
is not faultleſs. And what is more ob- 
ſervable ſtill, he fails on the ſide of his 
_ greateſt excellency; he is found weak 
there, where he ſeemed moſt ſtrong. Now 
* the man Moſes was very meek, above 
« all the men which were upon the face 
„of the earth*,” Nevertheleſs, What 
_ faith the hiſtory? He loſes temper, and 
ſpeaks unadviſedly with his lips; Hear 
*© now, ye rebels; muſt we fetch you 
water out of this rock?” He takes 
glory to himſelf, inſtead of aſcribing it to 
God: © Muſt we fetch you water?” He 
preſumptuouſly exceeds his commiſſion. 
He lifts up his hand and /zes the rock 
twice with his rod, whereas he was com- 
manded only to ſpeak unto it, before the : 
eyes of the People. 


SEEMS it TORE as if God intended to 
write vanity and ſhame on all the glory 
of man; that no fleſh ſhould glory 
in his preſence?” by ſhewing us, faith- 
ful Abraham miſtruſting his God, and 

ſeeking 


9 Numb, xii. Jo | v XX. 10. 
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ſecking refuge in falſhood: The patient 


Job, growing peeviſh, and * curſing his 


* day:” The affectionate and zealous 


Peter, baſely denying his maſter; and the 
meek and gentle Moſes, waxing warm; 


and, in his haſte, ſpeaking diſreſpectfully 


of God, and unkindly of men.—“ Be not 


« high-minded, but fear. Let him 


„ who thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed, 
leſt he fall.” * Keep thy heart with 
all diligence ; for out of it are the iſſues 
of life®*.” Set a watch, O Lord, 
© before my mouth, keep the door of 


An 


„ my lips T.“ 


nen thirdly, The delicacy, and 
the danger, of aſſuming a latitude and a 


| liberty in ſacred things. In what con- 
cerns the conduct of human life, and our 


intercourſe one with another, as the citi- 
zens of this world, many things muſt 
be left to be governed by occaſion and 
diſcretion; but, in what relates to the 
immediate worſhip of God, and where 


3 the 
* Prov. iv. 23. + Pal, exli. 3. 
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the mind of the Lord has been clearly 
made known, to aſſume and exerciſe a 
diſpenſing power, is criminal and hazard- 
ous. The Tabernacle muſt be conſtruct. 
ed, to the minuteſt pin and loop, accord- 
ing to the pattern delivered 1 in the Mount. 
If Uzzah preſume to put forth his hand 
to ſupport the tottering Ark, it is at his 
peril. A holy and a jealous God, will 
be ſerved only by the perſons, and in the | 
manner, which he himſelf has appointed; ö 
and the intruder into ſacred offices and i 
employments, is ready to be broken in | 
upon, in hot diſpleaſure, Has God ſaid, 1 
« Speak to the rock.” Who has the | 
boldneſs to ſtrike it? Moſes dares to do it; 8 
and his raſhneſs forfeits his title to a part 0 
and lot in the promiſed inheritance. Into | 
Canaan he ſhall never enter, but only 
| fee it at a diſtance with his eyes. The 
| offending, chiding, murmuring congre- 1 | 
gation is pitied, forgiven and relieved. 
The offending, haſty, preſumptuous pro- 
phet is puniſhed. « Our God, is a con- 
e fuming fire.” © It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living 
xX Cod. 
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« God. Who can underſtand his errors ? 
« Cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults, 
«« Keep back thy ſervant alſo from pre- 
8 ſumptuous ſins, let them not have do- 
« minion over me; then ſhall I be up- 
« right, and I ſhall be innocent from the 
"_ | 1 


REMARK, in the fourth place, The 
raſhneſs and folly of man, ſhall not, can- 
not, render the purpoſe of God of non? 

| effect. A whole people ſhall not be per- 
| | mitted to periſh for thirſt, becauſe the 
preſcribed mode of relief has not been ex- 
actly followed. Though the rock be 
ſtricken, inſtead of being ſpoken unto, it 
ſhall not fail to yield the promiſed foun- 
tain of water. Moſes is frail, but God is 
good. There has _ prevailed, ſince the 
beginning, a ſtrange contention between 
the folly and perverſeneſs of the fallen 
apoſtate creature, and the wiſdom and 
_ goodneſs of the gracious Creator, And, 
glory be to God, our evil is overcome 

of his good. And when all ſtruggle 

and oppoſition are at an end ; when the 
will 
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will of God, ſhall finally prevail, „and 
every high thought ſhall be brought 
« into captivity. to the will of Chriſt,” 
it ſhall then be found, that the wrath 
ee of man” has all along been © work- 
« ing the righteouſneſs of God ;” that, 
the elementary ſtrife, which was per- 
mitted to take place in the natural 
world ; the jarring, diſcordant paſſions 
which ſeemed to convulſe and diſturb 
the moral government of God, and even 
the infernal devices of the powers of 
darkneſs, were all, without their deſign, 
nay, contrary to their intention, carrying 
on the great plans of the divine  provi- 
dence, to their conſummation. Glo- 
rious, tranſporting thought! I will hence- 
forth command my troubled ſoul into 
peace. I will calmly wait the iſſue; and 
leave it to the great God, in his own 
time and way, to explain the reaſons 
of his conduct, and fully vindicate his 
ways to men. The troubles which 1 
ſee, the troubles which I feel, the trou- 
bles which I fear, though they may 
come nigh, ſhall not overwhelm my 
foul ; 
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1 | 
| 


ſoul; "7:4 ſhall not be afraid when I 


| "$5. hear of evil tidings : my heart 1s fixed, 
| _ «« truſting in the Lord x. We know 


* 


« that all things work together for good, 

66 to them that love God, to them who 

| « axe the called according to his PUT - 
_ «« poſe +.” For our light affliction, 
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| « which is but for a moment, worketh 
| „ for. us a far more exerpding and an 
4 an weight of glory ＋. 
Fir THL Y, Wen we behold a \ holy 
© and righteous God, thus ſeverely pu- 
f niſhing, what may be deemed, by ſome, 


a flight offence, in one of the deareſt 
and beſt of his children, let none dare 
to trifle with his juſtice. If Moſes, in 
one raſh moment, by one unadviſed ſtep, 
incurred a diſpleaſure which he could 
never remove, and forfeited an inheri- 
tance, which he never was able to re- 
cover—W hat haſt thou, O man, to ex- 8 
pet, whoſe whole life has been an ac- I © 
cumulation of offence ; has been the ad- . 
. dition 


Ives. 


Pl. cxi. 7. + Rom. i. 28, 
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dition only of ſinfulneſs to weakneſs, 
and of preſumption to folly ? If the 
bs righteous ſcarcely be faved, where 
« ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner ap- 
« pear*,” Take care how you eſtimate 
the malignity, guilt, and danger of ſin, 
by the erroneous and fluctuating ſtan- 
dard of your own weak underſtanding, 
or, ſtill weaker paſtions. Not according 
to theſe, nor the maxims of the world, 
nor the prejudices of a miſguided ſpirit ; 
but by a ſteadier rule, by an unchang- 

ing law, thou ſhalt be judged, and final- 
ly juſtified or condemned, If Moſes 
loſt an inheritance in an earthly Ca- 
naan, for neglecting to give glory to God 
in one inſtance, tremble to think of be- 
ing eternally excluded fr om * the in- 

heritance of the ſaints in light, for 
ten thouſand offences of the ſame na- 
ture. Beware of reckoning any tranſ- 
greſſion ſmall, any ſin 1 any temp- 
tation contemptible. Behold the mighty 
fallen, and be humble. 


"or RO I Ir 


1 Pet. iv. 18. 
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| IT is truly affecting to find Moſes in 
= the ſequel, earneſtly entreating a remiſ- 


ſion of the ſentence, but entreating in 
vain. And, when unable by ſupplica- 
tion to prevail, ſubmiſſively reſigning 
himſelf to the will of God. But the 
world has ſeen a ſtill more awful de- 
monſtration of God's diſpleaſure at fin. 
When the Lord laid upon the head of 
the great atonement, ** the iniquity of 
« us all; it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
« him, and put him to grief.” « God | 
e ſpared not his own ſon, but gave 
„ him up for us all.” Is it poſſible to 
conceive a motive ſo cogent, to ab- 
ſtain from evil, and even from the ap- 
pearance of it; and to loathe, and put 
off from us, the garment ſpotted with 
i i re c 


Bor again, one offence, though it may 
provoke the anger, and call down the 
chaſtiſement of a holy God, breaks not 
off all intercourſe, and for ever, be- 
tween Him and a good man. With J 
the firmneſs of a wiſe and juſt Father, 

8 he 
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he denounces the puniſhment, and in- 
flicts it. With the tenderneſs and love 
of a gracious and relenting Parent, he 
carries on the correſpondence; and even 
admits the offending child to cloſer in- 
timacy, and to familiarity more endear- 
ing. For the great God is not like 
them, who mar and embitter their par- 
don with hard conditions, cruel up- 
braidings, and mortifying recollections; 
and who plainly ſnew, that though they 
may be capable of forgiving, they know 
not what it is to bury injuries in ever- 
laſting forgetfulneſs. The conduct of 
Moſes too, under the weight of this 
awful diſpleaſure, is amiable and in- 
ſtructive. He mutters not, with ſullen 
Cain, * my puniſhment is greater than 
„J can bear; he ſinks not into de- 
jection ; he replies not in reſentment. 
While he deprecates the penalty, he at- 
tempts not to extenuate the guilt of 
his crime; and though well aſſured he 
is not to have the honour of conducting 
Iſrael into. Canaan, nor the happineſs 
B b 2 0 
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of enjoying a perſonal poſſeſſion in that 


promiſed inheritance, yet he withdraws 


himſelf from no particular of duty, re- 
laxes not his diligence, cools not in his 
zeal ; he labours to the laſt, does what 


he can, though he be not permitted to 


do what he would ; he goes before Iſrael 
to the Land of Promiſe, though acceſs 
into it was denied him. This, as much 


as any thing in his hiſtory, marks his 


character, and evinces the greatneſs of 


his ſoul. And this teaches a leſſon of 


no mean importance, in friendſhip among 
men, namely, to cultivate with dili- 


gence and aſſiduity, the charities which 
we have in common ; and to ſuffer thoſe 
things to reſt and ſleep, which, if ſtirred. 
and awakened, are likely to diſturb and 
ſeparate us. 


IT is not the deſign of Providence, 


that we ſhould think exactly the ſame 


way on all points, But, ſhall I agree 
with my brother in nothing, becauſe we 


Happen to differ in one thing ? 


I DETAIN 
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I DETAIN you till I have made only 
one remark more upon the whole hiſ- 


tory, The diſtreſs of the cattle, for. 


want of water, is mentioned as a cir- 


cumſtance of importance both in the 


books of Exodus and Numbers; and, 
it 18 eſpecially attended to, in the mira- 
culous relief which Heaven provided. Is 
the great God degraded, when he is 


repreſented 28 *« caring for oxen, and 
ee feeding the ravens, and hearing the 


young lions when they cry?“ No, 
no; theſe minuter views of his provi- 


dential care and kindneſs, endear him 


but the more to the underſtanding that 


diſcerns, and the heart that feels. I 
know not a more tender ſtroke of the 
pathetick eloquence, than that which 
| we have in the prophecy of Jonah, 


when God extended mercy, in a man- 
ner peculiar to himſelf, to Nineveh, 
that great and ſinful iy. Then 
« ſaid the Lord, thou haſt had pity 


* on the gourd, for the which thou 
*« haſt not laboured, neither madeſt "i 


* grow, which came up in a night, and 
Bbq - 4 periſhed 
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ce peräbes in a night: And ſhould 
„% not 1 ſpare Nineveh that great city, 
* wherein are more than threeſcore 
* thouſand perſons, that cannot diſ- 
& cern between their right hand and 
| c their left hand, —and alſo much cat- 
. bw tle pu 


Ox ſtage more will bring us, with 
Iſrael, to the foot of Sinai, to obſerve 
and to improve, one of the moſt not- 
able diſpenſations of Providence upon 


l record; ** The giving of the Law.” 
| But here let us pauſe, with devout ac- 
i . knowledgement of that bountiful hand, 
| which fed the ſeed of Abraham, imme- 
| mediately from the clouds, for forty 
N years together; and which feeds us, 
i through rather a longer proceſs, by 
1 blending and compounding the quali- 
ö ties and influences of earth, air, fire, 
and water. While we adore the pro- 
| vidential care which refreſhed Iſrael 


by ſtreams from the rock ; Jet us re- 
joice together, that it refreſhes us, by 
Keeping 
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keeping our rivers ever flowing, our 
fountains conſtantly ſupplied, and the 
clouds of our atmoſphere, in their ſea- 
ſon, always impregnated with the rain 
and the dew. *<© With the bread that 
«« periſheth,” Gracious God! grant us 
that © which endureth to life everlaſt- 
„ ing.” Amen, 
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HISTORY OF MOSES, 


LECTURE W. 


dts Antics dC ö. 9, 10, II, 12, 13, 


THEN CAME AMALEK, AND FOUGHT WITH ISRAEL | 
IN REPHIDIM. AND MOSES SAID UNTO Jo- 


shu, CHOOSE US OUT MEN, AND GO OUT, 


FIGHT WITH AMALEK : TO-MORROW I WILL 
STAND ON THE TOP OF THE HILL, WITH THE 


ROD OF GOD IN MINE HAND. 80 JOSHUA DID 
AS MOSES HAD SAID TO HIM, AND FOUGHT 
WITH AMALEK. AND MOSES, AARON, AND 


HUR WENT UP TO THE TOP OF THE HILL. 


AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN MOSES HELD UP 
HIS HAND, THAT ISRAEL PREVAILED: AND 


WHEN HE LET DOWN HIS HAND, AMALEK PRE 
VAILED., BUT Moszs' HANDS WERE HEAVY 
AND THEY TOOK A STONE AND PUT IT UNDER 


HIM, AND HE SAT THEREON: AND AARON 


AND HUR STAYED UP HIS HANDS, THE ONE 


ON THE ONE SIDE, AND THE OTHER ON THE 
OTREK SIDE ; AND HIS HANDS WERE STEADY 
UNTIL 


—— —— — = — —_ - 


wage - —_— 
XS — 1 
„ nn 5 my 
— rota o_ > ——ů ů — 


378 HISTORY OF MOSES. [LECT, xv. 


UNTIL THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN. AND 
JOSHUA- DISCOMFITED AMALEK AND HIS PE0- 
PLE WITH THE EDGE OF THE SWORD. 


OTHING can be more afflict- 
ing to a humane and ſerious mind, 
than to reflect, on that ſtrife and conten- 
tion which have, in every age, deluged the 
world with human blood. Who could 


believe, if all hiſtory did not prove it, and 


who can think of it without horrour, 


that men ſhould be continually lying in 
Wait, like beaſts of prey, to catch and 
devour men: that the ſtrong, the cun- 
ning, and the fierce, ſnould be for ever 


on the watch, to take advantage of 


the weak, the ſimple, and the gentle? 


And muſt it be? Father of Mercies 


muſt it needs be, that war ſhould con- 
tinue to waſte the nations? Shall the 
earth be for ever a field of blood? Muſt 
the peace of private families, and the re- 


poſe of kingdoms, be eternally diſturbed 


by luſt and pride, avarice and ambition, 


envy and revenge? Bleſſed God! ſend 
forth the Spirit of thy Son into the hearts 


of men. Prince of Peace! command this 
troubled 


— W - 
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troubled ocean into a calm. Spirit of 
love! put a full end to bitterneſs and 
wrath. Subdue this carnal mind, which 
is enmity againſt God. Glorious Goſpel. 
of Salvation! as thou bringeſt good-will 
from God to men, reſtore good-will to 
men among themſelves. _ 


Ir is difficult to ſay, whether men ſuf- 
fer moſt from their own folly, or from 
the cruelty and injuſtice of others. We 
generally find, that when evil from with- 
out would, for a while, permit wretched 
mortals to breathe and be at peace, they 
perverſely become ſelf-tormentors, and 
ingeniouſly contrive ſources of vexation 
to themſelves. And, Which 1s the great- 
er evil of the two? That, undoubtedly, 
of which we are the authors to ourſelves. 
We have, then, to encounter an enemy 
from whom we cannot hope to eſcape, 
and whom we are unable to overcome. 
From a conflict with Amalek, Iſrael 
comes off with both credit and comfort; 
but a ſtrife of diſcontent, impatience and 

| rebellion 
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rebellion againſt God, muſt of neceſſity 
iſſue in ne and loſs. 


God, rich in mercy, flow to anger, and 
of great kindneſs, has graciouſly forgiven 
the murmuring at Horeb, and extracted 
water from the rock, for the relief of his 
people. But this woe is no ſooner paſt, 
than another overtakes them. Then 
„ came Amalek, and fought with Iſrael 
in Rephidim.” The tranſadtion re- 
corded here, ſo ſimply and uncircumſtan- 
tially, is mentioned again in Deuteron- 
omy, with many circumſtances of aggrava- 
tion, which greatly increaſe our deteſta- 
tion of this conduct in Amelek, and ex- 
plain the deep reſentment which a holy 
and righteous God himfelf expreſſes upon 
the occaſion; and which, by a poſitiv: 
ſtatute, he tranſmits to Adel. % Re- 
« member what Amalek did unto thee by 
« the way, when ye were come forth out 
„of Egypt; How he met thee by the 

% way, and ſmote the hindmoſt of thee, 
% even all that were feeble behind thee, 


when thou waſt faint and weary ; and 
«he 
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« he feared not God. Therefore it ſhall 
« be, when the Lord thy God hath given 
« thee reſt from all thine enemies round 
« about, in the land which the Lord thy 
« God giveth thee for an inheritance to 
« poſſeſs it, that thou thalt blot out the 
«© remembrance of Amalek from under 
« heaven ; thou ſhalt not forget it“. 


Amalek, the father of this nation, as 


we learn from Geneſis, xxxvl. 12. was 


grandſon to Eſau, and ſon to Eliphaz, 


by a concubine named Timna. The 
Amalekites indeed are mentioned much 


earlier in ſcripture; even in the days of 


Abraham, when Chederlaomer is repre- 
ſented, with his victorious army, as ra- 
vaging all their country. But it is well 
known, that the ſacred writers, when 
treating of various periods, give appella- 
tions to regions and countries, which did 


not belong to them, till ages afterwards, 


but by which they were better known, 
at the time when the hiſtorian wrote. 
They da a lar ge tract of country, 


extending 
Deut. xxv. 175 18, 19. 
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extending from the confines of Idumea, to 
the eaſtern ſhore of the Red- ſea; and from 
their neighbourhood to, and commerce 

with, Phœnicia, they at are by ſome called 
Phœnicians. 


IMMEDIATELY on their paſſing through 


the Red-ſea, it behoved the children of 
Iſrael to enter into this territory, on their 


way to Canaan. And probably the pa- 
ternal relation which ſubſiſted between 
them and Amalek, encouraged the poſ- 
terity of Jacob to advance on their way, 


with greater confidence. It is the land 
of our brethren through which we are 


to paſs; would they ſay, one to ano- 
ther. The heart of Eſau himſelf re- 


“ lented, when he faw his brother Jacob 
e return, encumbered with a train of 


« women, and children, and cattle, He 


forgot his reſentments ; he became the 


protector of the man whom he had, 


in the hour of paſſion, vowed to de- 


ſtroy. The injury done him in the 
„ matter of the birthright, and of the 
5 bleſſing, he generouſly forgave. Surely 
* % the 


LE 
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« nerations, will not revive a quarrel, 
« which *s extinguiſhed and forgotten, 


« firſt in the reconciliation, and then, in 


Lal 


« the death, of the original parties to it. 
« After a ſervitude ſo long, and fo bitter, 
« in Egypt, we ſhall at length find a time 
and a place to breathe; and the ſooth- 
« 1ngs of fraternal love, ſhall conſole us 
ee for the rigours of oppreſſion.” 


Vain expectation! What foe ſo dread- 
ful as a brother diſaffected! Egypt ſmote 


with the rod; Amalek ſmites with the 


ſword; He baſely, cruelly ſeizes the mo- 
ment of Iſrael's langour, weakneſs and 
dejection, and attempts to cruſh thoſe 


whom a ſanguinary tyrant had perſecut- 
ed, and whom Heaven itſelf had bruiſed, 


The cowardice of this behaviour is equal 
to the unkindneſs of it. Had they boldly 


appeared at the firſt, to diſpute the paſſage 


of the Red-ſea, and to repel by force of 
arms the invaſion of their country, their 
conduct, though ungenerous and unkind, 
had been ingenuous and manly. But, 

either 


33 
« the poſterity of Eſau, after many ge- 
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found ſingle in the human breaſt. And, 
in the nation whoſe character is now the 
object of our cenſure, we find a combina- 
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either through fear; or policy, they per- 


mit Iſrael to advance, they watch the mo- 


ment of their difficulty and diſtreſs, and, 
like daſtards, ſteal upon the rear of an 
army, whoſe front they dared not to op- 


Ne1THER good qualities, nor bad, are 


tion of the worſt qualities of which our 
nature is capable, all originating in the 
deficiency of one great principle; which 


is at the root of all the evil which men 


commit, © he feared not God.” Why 
did Amalek rake up the aſhes of an an- 


cient grudge? He feared not God.“ 


Why did he join to afflict the miſerable, 
and to overwhelm the oppreſſed ? He 


feared not God.” Why did he meanly 
attack the weaker and more vulnerable 
part of his adverſary, in the hope of ſafety 
and impunity? © He feared not God.” 
Wherefore, in general, are men ſubtle, 


revengeful, eunning, and ſelfiſn? They 
x « fear 
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« fear not God; they harden them- 


e ſelves inn him;“ and yet think 
*© to proſper,” They love not their 


“ brother whom they have ſeen,” be- 


cauſe they are wilfully ignorant of, or 
hate, God, ©* whom they have not ſeen.” 


Sucn is s the union which Providence 


has eſtabliſhed between all the parts of 
the natural, and of the political body, 
that the weakneſs or diſtreſs of one mem= 
ber, 1s the infirmity and ſuffering of the 
whole. The hindmoſt and the feeble of 


Iſrael are ſmitten; the foremoſt, and the 
ſtrong feel, and immediately reſent it. 


*© And Moſes ſaid unto Joſhua, Chooſe 
out men, and go out, fight with Ama- 
© Jek: to-morrow I will ſtand on the 
1 top of the hill, with the rod of God, 
in mine hand.” We have here a com- 
bination, which ought never to be ſepa- 
rated, and in which ſafety and ſucceſs are 
ever to be found, namely the acknow- 
ledgement of heaven, and the uſe of ap- 
pointed means, the ſword in the hand of 


Joſhua, the rod in that of Moſes; the em- 


ä battled 


— — - 
1 —_— ä r os a - — = 
- I n * - a 
4 —_—— we" : — gr EATS — Aro ho ——— 
— > Rs gra x : > 
81 — OY — — - 
— — 


3 


—— — 


, 3 

oa, 2 — 
— — — - 
„ — 22 — >. 


— 4-3 — — —— — — — 2 
. — 7 — 


— 5 
— 
„ . * „ een eff RIS 


* 
- > . 6, Fon IS 
— 7 - hy I, 
= "3 
* bs „% „„ 
— A — 


356 HISTORY OF MOSES, [LECT, xy, 


battled hoſt below in the valley, the in- 
terceſſor with God * wreſtling,” and 
« making ſupplication” upon the hill. 
In vain had Moſes prayed, if Joſhua had 
not fought, Deſtitute of ** the effectual WM « 
« fervent prayer of the righteous man, 
the ſkill and courage of the warriour, MW -: 
had failed before the enemy. The rol MW t 
of God! In how many different ſervices e 
is it employed! How many various pur- t 
| Poſes does it anſwer ! It ſmites the river t 
of Egypt, and it becomes blood. It a 
ſmites the rock in Horeb, and it ſends MW un 
forth a ſtream of water. It is extended 
towards heaven, on the top of the hill, 
and Amalek is deſtroyed. Striking and 
inſtructive type of that Rod of God's 
* mouth” wherewith „ he flays the 
„wicked: of that ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God: of that 
„ hammer, which breaketh the rock in 
pieces: of that goſpel, which 1s © 2 
* ſavour of God in them that believe, 
and in them that periſh.” 


* 
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man his ſtation of uſefalneſs and import- 
ance. It was not for want either of zeal 
or courage, that Moſes takes his poſt, at 
a diſtance, on the hill. It is not for want 
of piety, that Joſhua leads on the armies 
of Iſrael, on the plain. The miſtakes 
and miſcarriages of the world ariſe, from 
the weakneſs and wickedneſs of men; at 
one time over-rating their talents, and 
thruſting themſelves forward into fitua- 
tions for which they are wholly unfit; 
| and, at another, through timidity, ſhrink- 
ing from the duties of that ſtation which 
Providence has aſſigned them; and, at a 
third, treacherouſly, through ſome bias of 
private intereſt, paſſion or party, ſelling 
the truſt committed to them, to the foe. 
Happily, in the caſe before us, the head 
which directed, and the hand which exe- 
cuted, were in perfect uniſon. The ſpirit 
that fought, and the ſpirit that prayed, 
— 7 


LzerT us, firſt, aſcend the hill with Mo- 

| ſes and his two friends; and adopt the 
feelings of men, who, at once, felt for the 
| 8 DOES publick 
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publick cauſe, were not without well- 
founded apprehenſions from the common 
enemy, and, at the ſame time, feared and 
truſted the Lord. Moſes has given his 
orders to Joſhua, and he has ſo far done 

well; but, to ſtop there, had been doing 

nothing. He has ſet the means to work, 

and now he can confidently look up to 

heaven, for that bleſſing which can give 

ſucceſs to the means. He aſcends to mect 

God, but aſcends not alone. As wicked- MW © | 
neſs ſecks to fortify, and to keep itſelf in 
countenance, by tne ſociety of the wick- MW 
ed; fo the fire of devotion keeps itſelf 
alive by the ſacred communication of a 
kindred flame. The hands of Moſes 
alone, had ſoon become feeble, and muſt 
have dropped down, and Amalek finally 
have prevailed; ſupported by Aaron and 
Hur, they continue “ ſteady, till the go- 
6 ing down of the ſun;” and Amalck, 
and his people, are diſcomfited with the 
edge of the ſword, 8 
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Or Aaron, one of the companions of 
Moeſes upon the mount, we know much, 


* 
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of Hur, the other, the ſcripture account 
is more ſparing. Thoſe, who are never 


at a loſs, ſo long as fancy and invention 


can create, make him the ſon of Caleb, 
and the huſband of Miriam, the ſiſter of 
Moſes and Aaron. It appears from the 


hiſtory, that he was the father of Uri; 


and the grandfather of Bezalcel, the fa- 
mous artiſt, employed, by ſpecial endow- 
ment and appointment of heaven, for the 
conſtruction of the more curious and 
coſtly furniture of the tabernacle and 
ſanctuary. But it is of more importance 
for us, to know him, and for him, to be 
reported, as a perſon of the firſt quality; 


and his quality ſupported, by that which 
gives rank its higheſt luſtre, genuine 


piety. Moſes left him, in commiſſion with 


Aaron, to judge the people, when, a ſhort 
while after this, he went up alone into 


mount Sinai to meet God. This is argu- 


ment ſufficient of his high rank; and the 


aſſumption of him, to aſſiſt his devotion 
in mount Horeb, while Iſrael was en- 
gaged with Amalek, is a proof, equally 
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clear and decifive, of his extraordinary 


piety. 


BenorLD then, the man of God, ſup- 
ported and encouraged by two ſuch com- 
panions, diſcovering all the honeſt anxie- 
ty of the patriot, together with all the 
confidence and fervour of the ſaint ; with 


his eyes eagerly bent on the conflicting 


armies in the plain below; and his hands, 
with his heart, lifted up to God in the 
heavens, from whom his help came. It 
was clearly the intention of Providence, 
that the deliverance which ſhould be 
wrought for Iſrael on this occaſic ion, 


though not wholly independent on the 


ule of means, ſhould evidently appear to 
flow chiefly, and only, from the interpo- 


ſition and grace of heaven. * It came to 
„ paſs, when Moſes held up his hand, 
that Iſrael prevailed: and when he let 
% down his hand, that Amalek pre- 


Cc 


* 


©« vailed.“ 


Tuis 4s the firſt battle which Iſrael 


was called to fight; and it was deſigned 
to 


LE 


to be a model of all that ſhould follow; 
of aſſured. ſucceſs to them, and victory 
over all their enemies, provided they con- 
ſtantly acknowledged God, with hands 
continually lifted up to heaven. And it 
had undoubtedly a farther view, namely, 
to repreſent in general, the powerful and 
certain effect of prayer to God, and of a 
ſenſe of dependence upon him; to ſhew, 
that our ſtrength is in exact proportion 
to the perception of our own weakneſs, 
and to our confidence in almighty grace. 
The leſſon inculcated in this hiſtory, is 
the ſame which Chriſt taught his diſciples 
in the parable of the unjuſt judge and the 
importunate widow, That men ought 
* always to pray, and not to faint*,” If 
importunity, and the love of eaſe have 
power to conſtrain a man to do his duty, 
though he have no inclination to it; how 
much more certain the effect of earneſt- 
neſs and importunity with the Hearer of 
prayer, the Father of Mercies; who is 
ever more ready to grant, than man to 

alk ? © If ye then, being evil, know how 
9 c © to 


* Luke xviii. 1. 


392 
« to give good gifts unto your children, 


&© how much more ſhall your Father 
* which is in heaven, give good things to 
them that aſk him?“ 


o 


* 


Have you conſidered then, my Chriſ- 


tian friend, what a powerful inſtrument 


is put into your hand, mighty as the rod 
of God in the hand of Moſes, wherewith 


he did wonders? „Elias was a man ſub- 


«« ject to like paſſions as we are, and he 


« prayed earneſtly that it might not rain; 


and it rained not on the earth for the 
% ſpace of three years and fix months. 


And he prayed again, and the heaven 


„gave rain, and the earth brought forth 


her fruit .“ Surely then, © the effec- 
* tual fervent prayer of a righteous man 


% availeth much.“ God has not given 


you aſſurance of ſucceſs in all your un- 


dertakings, but he has beſtowed upon 
you the privilege, and promiſed you the 


ſpirit, of prayer, by which you ſhall cer- 
tainly obtain one of two things; either, 
gs 


? Matt, vii. 11. + James v. 17, 18, 
4 James v. 16. 
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that bleſſing from above, upon your ho- 
neſt endeavours, which maketh rich, 
which inſures ſucceſs, and makes it du- 
rable; or, that reſignation of ſpirit, and 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God, which ſub- 

due misfortune, and which turn calamity 
and diſappointment themſelves into ad- 
vantage. God has not given thee, my 
friend, the promiſe of riches; but he has 
given thee, what is much better, the ſpi- 
rit of grace and ſupplication, to form 
thy ſoul to contentment. You have no 
ſecurity againſt pain and ſorrow ; but you 
have that which produces patience and 
fortitude. You cannot promiſe yourſelf 
long life; but habitual intercourſe with _ 
God, by prayer, overcomes the fear of 
death, FL) „ 


GrLoRious privilege! Whatever my 
ſituation in life be, here is ſomething to 
improve it, if good; ſomething to mend 
it, if evil. Here is the ornament and eſ- 
ſence of proſperity; the cure and cordial 
of adverſity. Here is the guardian, and 
the guide of life; the ſweetener and ſub- 

8 duer 
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dner of death. Prayer brings all the glo- 
rious perfections of deity into our poſſeſ- 
fon. © If any of you lack wiſdom, let 
« him aſk of God, that giveth to all 
«« men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it ſhall be given him#*.” „ When L 
«« am weak, then am I ſtrong;” “ for, I 
can do all things through Chriſt which 
„ {trengtheneth me.” Is the thorn not 
removed, the meſſenger of Satan not re- 
buked, though the Lord be thrice be- 


wy 


6 


fought, that they may depart? No matter. 
Is it not ſaid, © My grace is ſufficient for 


« thee: for my ſtrength is made perfect 
„ in weakneſs? Moſt gladly therefore will 


I rather glory in my infirmities, that 


C 


* 


the power of Chriſt may reſt upon 
ne 5 


Bur where are the hands which never 
hang down? Thoſe of Moſes himſelf 
became heavy. The ſpirit indeed 1s 
willing; but the fleſh is weak.” Fatal 
omen to Iſrael! Amalek inſtantly gains 

55 the 
.* James i. 5. 


+ 2 Cor. xii. 9, 
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the aſcendant. But happily, Moſes was 
not alone in the mount: And they took 
« a ſtone, and put it under him, and he 
« ſat thereon; and Aaron and Hur ſtayed 
* up his hands, the one on the one fide, 
«© and the other on the other fide; and 
* his hands were ſteady until the going 
« down of the ſun.” As iron ſharp- 
* eneth iron, ſo a man ſharpeneth the 
e countenance of his friend;” and ſo 
devotion kindles and keeps alive devo- 
tion. Secret prayer, like the melody of 
one ſweet-toned voice, ſtealing upon the 
ear, gently wafts the ſoul to heaven: ſo- 

_ cial worſhip, as a full chorus of harmo- 
nized ſounds, pierces the ſky, and raiſes a 
great multitude of kindred ſpirits to the 
bright regions of everlaſting love; and 
places them together before the throne of 

God. How happy are Aaron and Hur, 
in lending this aid to the wearied hands 
of Moſes, and to the declining intereſt of 

the Iſrael of God! How happy is Moſes 
in being thus ſupported ! But there is an 
Interceſfor, whoſe hands never hang 
down, whoſe fervour never cools, whoſe 
mediation never fails, whoſe attention 1s WH! 

never Ti 
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never relaxed. We have an advocate 
„with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, the 
* righteous.” Him, the Father hear- 
«« eth always:” © as a Prince, he hath 
© power, and prevaileth.” 


Luxx us now turn our eyes to the ſtrug- 

gle in the valley below. There we meet 
< the confuſed noiſe of the warriour, and 
* garments rolled in blood:” the alter- 
nate ſhouts of acclamation and triumph, 
mingling with the piercing ſhrieks of the 
wounded, and the groans of the dying. 
Iſrael, now hurrying on to victory; and 
anon flying before the inſulting foe, The 
event, for a while, is awfully in doubt; 
turning upon the ſtrength and feebleneſs, 
not of thouſands, but of one fingle arm; 
decided at length, not by the edge of the 
ſword, but the elevation or depreſſion of a 
rod; and that rod ſwayed, not by the {kill 
and proweſs of Joſhua, but the firmneſs 
and devotion of Moſes, 


Bur now, doubt and anxiety are at an 
end. The hands of Moſes are propped up, 
ny . 
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and Iſrael finally prevails. And what 
heart, but that of an Amalekite, muſt re- 
joice in the iſſue? ** The cunning is taken 
« in his own craftineſs.” A deſign of 
violence and blood falls upon the head of 
him that contrived it. The righteous and 
innocent cauſe bears down pride and 
cruelty. We behold the deſtination of 


heaven ſtanding good, the birthright ſold 


away, the bleſſing anticipated; the elder 


made ſubject to the younger. God is 


« wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength: 


« Who hath hardened himſelf againſt 


“ him, and 8 ee * 


ISRAEL has a But it is im- 
poſſible to miſtake the means by which he 
has gotten the victory. * The hand of 


e the Lord, and his holy arm, they have 


Ek, gotten him the victory.” The altar 


therefore, which was built to celebrate 
this ſignal ſucceſs, ſhall, by its name, per- 
petuate the remembrance of God the de- 


| liverer. Jehovah-Niſſi, the Lord my 
cc banner,” was inſcribed upon it by the 


divine 
* Job ix. 4. 
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divine appointment; and a reaſon is aſ- 
ſigned in the ſixteenth verſe; © For he 
« ſaid, Becauſe the Lord hath ſworn that 
„ the Lord will have war with Amalek 
& from generation to generation.” 


Tursz words, having been variouſly 
rendered, have given occaſion to various 


opinions among interpreters. Some read 


the paſſage thus, « becauſe the hand of 
„ Amalek is againſt the throne of the 
Lord, the Lord will have war, with 
Amalek from generation to genera- 
« tion.“ This reading reſolves the guilt 


of Amalek, not into an inſidious and 
eruel deſign againſt Iſrael, but, into a raſh. 
and impious attempt to defeat the plan 


of Providence, which was to bring Iſrael 
into the quiet poſſeſſion of Canaan, and, 
to exalt that nation favoured of God, but 


envied of man, to wealth, power and em- 


pire. God, therefore, was pleaſed to 


vindicate in perſon, the cauſe which was 
his own, and to write diſappointment, 
and acurſe, upon every plan which Ama- 


lek could form, of greatneſs and proſpe- 
| I r ity. 


LI 


LECT. XV,] HISTORY OF MOSES. 399 


rity. So © fearful a thing it is to fall into 
« the hands of the living God,” fo dan- 
gerous to form a combination ** againſt 
« the Lord, and againſt his anointed, 
« ſaying, let us break their bands aſun- 
e der, and caſt away their cords from us. 
« He that fitteth in the heavens ſhall 
« laugh: the Lond ſhall have them in 
6 deriſion *. 


OrkERSõ literally tranſlate the words 


thus, © with the hand upon the throne 


« of the Lord, He hath ſworn that, he 
will have war with Amalek from gene- 
« ration to generation.” He, that is, Mo- 


ſes, hath ſworn, with the moſt awful ſo- 


lemnities, and recorded the oath in a 
| book, for perpetual preſervation, that 
there ſhall be no peace between Iſrael and 
Amaleck till he be utterly deſtroyed. The 
hand which was extended towards hea- 


ven, the throne of the great and terrible 


God, with the rod in it; the inſtrument 


of a victory which was interrupted by the 
going down of the ſun, has been lifted 


| UP, 
Pf. Ii. 2, 3, 4. 
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up, to“ ſwear by Him that liveth for 
« ever, that the triumph of that day 
ſhall be followed up, till the hated name 
of Amalek be extinguiſhed from under 
heaven. 


Som make Jehovah himſelf to be the 
perſon who binds himſelf by this ſolemn 
oath.—“ The hand,“ that is, Jehovah's 
own hand, upon the throne of the Lord. 
*« Becauſe he could ſwear by no greater, 


** he hath ſworn by himſelf, that He will 
e have war with Amalek from genera- 
« tion to generation.“ We have a pro- 


phecy in the mouth of Balaam, to the 
ſame effect, And when he looked on 
% Amalek, he took up his parable, and 


« ſaid, Amalek was the firſt of the na- 


te tions, but his latter end ſhall be that 
« he periſh for ever *.“ 


Tar execution of this dreadful ſen- 


tence was reſerved to the days of Samuel, 


four hundred and twelve years after; and 


was committed to Saul, who, through an 
3 impolitic 
Numb. xxiv. 20. 
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impolitic and ſinful lenity, failed to fulfil 
the defign of Providence, and thereby in- 
curred the diſpleaſure of heaven, and for- 
feited his life and crown by his diſobedi- 
ence. I tranſcribe the paſſage; 


tc Samver alſo ſaid unts Saul, The mi 
Lord ſent me to anoint thee to be king 
over his people, over Iſrael; Now 
*© therefore hearken thou unto the voice 
* of the words of the Lord. Thus | 

„ faith the Lord of hoſts, I remember : 14 
„ that which Amalek did to Iſrael; bil 
* how he laid wait for him in the way ll 
*© when he came up from Egypt. Now I! 
„ go, and ſmite Amalek, and utterly i 
« deftroy all that they have, and ſpare | 

them not; but ſlay both man and wo 

* man, infant and. ſuckling, ox and _ l 
« ſheep, camel and aſs *. This order .N 
Saul obeyed but in part. He aſſumed and 

exerciſed a diſpenſing power, and it be- 
came a ſnare to him. He took Agag the | 
king of the Amalekites alive; and re- 11 
ſerved the beſt of the ſpoil. The prophet 4 il 
is ſent of God to reprove his diſobedience; 1 

Ver, I. 3 which I 
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which Saul attempting to palliate, brings 
down this cenſure upon his head. When 


EE 
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thou waſt little in thine own fight, waſt 
* thou not made the head of the tribes 


of Iſrael, and the Lord anointed thee 


king over Iſrael? And the Lord ſent 


thee on a journey, and ſaid, Go, and 


_ utterly deſtroy the ſinners, the Ama- 


lekites, and fight againſt them until 
they be conſumed. Wherefore then 


didſt thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord, but didſt fly upon the ſpoil, 


and didſt evil in the fight of the Lord. 


And Samuel ſaid, Hath the Lord as 
great delight in burnt-offerings and 
ſacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 


the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 
than ſacrifice; and to hearken, than 
the fat of rams. For rebellion is as 
the fin of witchcraft, and ſtubborn- 


neſs is as iniquity and idolatry. Be- 
cauſe thou haſt rejected the word ot 


the Lord, he hath alſo rejected thec 
from being king *.” Has God com- 


manded to deſtroy ? Who ſhall preſume 


10 


* 1 Sam. xv. 17, &c. 
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to ſave? Has he commanded to ſpare t "Wh! 
Who dares deſtroy ? RY ſay unto you, S NM fl 
« Be not afraid of them that kill the "WIA 


« body, and after that have no more 
« that they can do, But I will fore- 
„ warn you whom you ſhall fear: fear 
« him, which, after he hath killed, hath 
« power to caſt into hell: yea, I lay unto 
« you, fear him“ .“ 
Luke Xu. 4, 5. 
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EXODUS XIII. 7, 8, 9, IO, IT, 12. 10 
AND MOSES WENT OUT TO MEET HIS FATHER-IN- 1 


111 
LAW, AND DID OBEISANCE, AND KISSED HIM: bill | 
AND THEY ASKED EACH OTHER OF THEIR WEL- 1078 

FARE; AND THEY CAME INTO THE TENT. AND 
MOSES TOLD HIS FATHER-IN-LAW ALL THAT 
THE LORD HAD DONE UNTO PHARAOH, AND. 
TO THE ECYPTIANS FOR ISRAEL'S SAKE, AND 
ALL THE TRAVEL THAT HAD COME UPON 
THEM BY THE WAY, AND HOW THE LORD DE- |þ 
LIVERED THEM. AND JETHRO REJOICED FOR 1 
ALL. THE GOODNESS WHICH THE LORD HAD | 
DONE TO ISRAEL: WHOM, HE HAD DELIVERED 
OUT OF THE HAND OF THE EGYPTIANS. AND 
{ETHRO SAID, BLESSED BE THE LORD, WHO 
HATH DELIVERED YOU OUT OF THE HAND OF 
THE EGYPTIANS, AND OUT OF THE HAND OF. 
PHARAOH, WHO HATH DELIVERED THE PEOPLE 
FROM UNDER THE HAND OF THE EGYPTIANS, 
| = D d 3 NOW 
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NOW I KNOW THAT THE LORD 15 GREATER 
THAN ALL GODS: FOR IN THE THING WHERE- 
IN THEY DEALT PROUDLY, HE WAS ABOVE 

THEM. AND JETHRO, MOSES' FATHER-IN- 
LAW, TOOK A BURNT-OFFERING AND SACRI- 
FICES FOR GOD: AND AARON CAME, AND ALI, 
THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL TO EAT BREAD WITH 
MOSES” FATHER-IN-LAW BEFORE GOD, 


HE great Author and Ruler of the 
world has evidently in view, the 
pleaſure and happineſs, as well as the 
wiſdom and virtue of his rational crea- 
- tures. We find, through the widely ex- 
panded frame of nature, and the exten- 


five plan of Providence, as many ſources 


of joy, as there are means of 1mprove- 
ment. What an infinite, beautiful and 
pleaſing variety, in the works, and in 


the ways of God! all miniſtring to hu- 
man comfort; all aiming at making 


men good. The mind of man is formed 
to deſire, and to reliſh variety. The 


objects, with which he is converſant, are 


therefore varied without end, to gratify 


that deſire, and to correſpond with that 


reliſh, The glare of perpetual ſunſhine, 
and 
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and the fervid heat of an eternal ſum- 
mer, would ſpeedily oppreſs and deſtroy 
mankind: but, relieved by the tranquil- 
lity of Darkneſs, the freſhneſs of Spri ing, 


the ſedateneſs of Autumn, and even the 
gloom of Winter, they become no leſs 


etmtefal, than they are beneficial. In 


ſurveying the globe, the eye is not per- 
mitted to tire, by having to crawl along 
a boundleſs plain; but ſparkles with 


delight, as it ſprings from valley to val- 


ley, and from hill to hill. And even the 
: glories of the ſtarry heavens, are rendered 
ſill more glorious, by being kept in con- 
tinual motion ; and, thereby, are made 
continually to exhibit a different appear- 


ance. 


Tre events of human Tit; for the 
_ fame reaſon, are endleſsly variegated, like 
the objects of ſenſe. Wretched were 

the dull ſtagnation of conſtant proſpe- 
| rity, ſucceſs and eaſe. Intolerable would 


be the agitation and diſtreſs of unceaſing, 


unabating, unrelenting toll, pain, diſap- 
pointment and vexation of ſpirit. But, 
» D d 4 one 
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one thing being ſet over againſt another, 


the great, the proſperous, and the happy, 
are for ever admoniſhed, reproved and 
br ought low : the poor, the deſpiſed, and 
the miſerable, are cheered, ſupported and 
exalted. 


Treg word of God exhibits a reſem- 
blance to the ſyſtem of nature, and to 
the conduct of Providence. In it, we 
have the ſame pleaſing, engaging va- 
riety : the ſame happy accommodation 
to the taſtes, occaſions, and neceſſities 
of mankind. The antiquarian and the 
naturaliſt, the politician and the legiſ- 
ator, the poet and the philoſopher, the 
moraliſt and the divine, the man of re- 
tirement and the man of the world, the 
man of reaſon and the man of fancy; 
all find in Scripture, an helper to- 
ward the diſcovery of truth, and the at- 
tainment of happineſs; a guide to the 
underſtanding, a corrector and ſupporter 
of the imagination, a comforter of the 
heart ; a teacher of wiſdom, a rule of 
faith, a ſource of joy. 


THE 
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Tux very ſtructure of the ſacred com- 
poſitions is inimitably calculated, by a 
beautiful and eaſy tranſition from fſab-. 
ject to ſubject, and from icene to ſcene, to 
relieve, and yet to preſerve, the attention ; 
preſenting always a new and intereſting 
object, or the fame object, placed in a new 
and intereſting light. Thus, the tumul- 
tuous, noiſy and bloody ſcenes of Horeb 
and Rephidim — ſcenes of murmuring, 
rebellion and war, are happily relieved, by 
ſcenes of domeſt Ick tranqui! llity, love and 
joy; and we are prepared to attend Mo- 
ſes, to meet God in the mount, by mixing 
in the virtuous, cheerful and affectionate 
intercourſe of his private family. 


LerT us, then, thankful! y take the re- 
lief which a gracious God has in his word 
provided for us; and contemplate one of 
thoſe calm, but neither unintereſting nor 
uninſtructive repreſentations of human 
life, which come home to the boſom, and 
the fire-ſide, of every man who has a 
heart, who has a relation, who has a 

4 friend. 
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Tarr hiſtory of Moſes now looks back, 
and reminds us of his being < a ſtranger 
« in a ſtrange land;” namely, of his 
flecing from Egypt into Midian; of his 
arriving there, conducted of Providence, 
Juſt at the moment, to render a ſeaſonable 
ſervice to the daughters of Raguel, or 
Jethro, the Prieſt of Midian; of the hoſ- 
pitable reception afforded him by that. 
worthy man; and, of the alliance which 
he formed with him, by marrying his 
daughter Zipporah. Upon his being call- 
dd back to Egypt, to undertake the weighty 
charge which God had aſſigned him, he had 
intended, and attempted, to carry his wife 
and children along with him. But being 
reproved of God by the way, for neglect- 
ing in his own family the rite of circumci- 
ſion, the ſeal of God's covenant, and, ei- 
ther ſpecially admoniſhed from heaven, or 
1 following the dictates of human prudence, 
be ſends them all back to his father-in- 
Jaw, as likely to prove either a burden or 
a hinderance to himſelf, in the diſcharge 
of his great truſt, For trae piety, While 
it repoſes entire confidence in God, will 
ö never 
= = — 
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never preſumptuouſly lofd Providence 
with what is the proper work and buſineſs 
of man, Diligence and foreſight, as well 
as faith and hope, are its genuine off- 
ſpring. But the tempeſt being now blown 
over, and Moſes, of a meſſenzer and a 
ſuppliant unto Pharaoh, being now be- 
come the head and leader of a great na- 
tion, it was natural for him, and for his 
family, mutually to deſire to be reſtored 


to each other. Jethro, therefore, having 


received information where Iſrael was, 
and what the Lord had done for them, 
takes his daughter and grand-children, 


and carries them with him to the camp of 


Iſrael. 


TE innocent endearments of natural 


affection, and the honeſt communications 


of private friendſhip, are graciouſſy in- 


tended to alleviate the cares of public life, 
and to ſtrengthen the mind, by diverting 
it from inceſſant and intenſe application 
to ſerious buſineſs. No man can always 
be a general. a ſtateſman, or a king. And 
happy it is for thoſe who occupy theſe ex- 

| alted, 
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alted, but troubleſome ſtations, that they 
are frequently permitted to fink the pub- 
lic, in the private character; and to drop 
the hero, the ſenator, the judge, the ſo- 
vereign, in the man. 2 


| DisTANCE has not alienated affection 
Ht between the man of God, and his family, 
| A lighter affection 1s effaced and deſtroyed 
1 abſence; a ſtronger love is confirmed 
and inflamed by it. Good old Jethro ſa- 
tisfies not himſelf with ſending by the 
mouth of another, a compliment of con- 
gratulation to his ſon-in-law; neither will 
EE he permit Zipporah and her ſons to go 
| unaccompanied, unprotected, through the 
wilderneſs, but, aged and infirm as he 
was, chuſes himfelt to be their companion 
and their protector. 


1 r = £ — 


Mos zs ſeems to take delight in deliver- 
ing to us this paſſage of his life. He is 
amiably minute and circumſtantial in the 

detail of it. He dwells upon the tender and 
affecting recollections, of ſorrows and of 
joys that are paſt, His heart is in it. He 
: ſtops 
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ſtops in his narration, to tell us the names 
of his two ſons; and his reaſon for giv- 
ing them thoſe names. The name of 
& the one was Gerſhom: for he ſaid, I 
% have been an alien in a ſtrange land: 
« And the name of the other was Eliezer; 
for the God of my fathers, faid he, 
« was mine help, and delivered me from 
the ſword of Pharaoh.” Is this be- 
neath the dignity of hiſtory; of Sacred 
hiſtory ? No, it is the moſt honourable 
province of hiſtory, to exhibit the honeſt 
unſophiſticated feelings of nature, the 
genuine workings of the human heart, 
the real, though humbler, ſcenes of human 
life. What ſignifies to us the meeting of 
two old men three thouſand three hundred 
years ago? Much every way. One of 
them is a Moſes, and that Moſes is de- 
ſcribing his own ſentiments; unveiling 
his own heart. He can ſerve as an in- 
ſtructor and an example to none, in re- 
ſpect of the prophetic dignity, as the vi 
bearer of the potent rod, as the man ll 
whoſe face ſhone, by forty days intimate io 
communion with God, He can inſtruct Il 
| but 1 
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but a few, by his wiſdom and ſagacity as 


a prince and a law-giver. But as a ſon, 


a hufband, and a father, he is a pattern 
to myriads; and ſhall continue to reach, 
to the end of the world. 


How pleaſant it is to find this great 


man the ſame in retirement and privacy, 


that he is upon the great theatre; and 


_ delineating a battle, a triumph, and a fa- 
mily-meeting, with the ſame ſimplicity 


and godly ſincerity! Public men have, 
too often, two different characters. 
Plauſible and ſpecious; humble, modeſt 


and inſinuating before the world: they 


are ſelf- willed and tyrannical; confident, 
aſſuming and brutal, in private; they 


often fawn where they fear, and domi- 


neer where they have power. Not ſo the 
meek and gentle prophet and judge of 


Iſrael. He waits not in ſtate, till his re- 


lations are admitted to pay their homage. 
He reckons it nothing derogatory to his 
high dignity, to go forth to pay the re- 
ſpect due to age; and to humble the ſon, 


how ever high in place, at the feet of the 
7 parent. 
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parent. And Moſes went out to meet it i 
c his father-in-law, and did obeiſance, n 
and kiſſed him; and they aſked each miſt 

«© Other of their welfare; and they came i \ | 
“ into the tent.” Were it after the ſepa- 
ration of but a day, friends have a thou- 
ſand queſtions to aſk, a thouſand little in- 
cidents to relate; about their health, 
their entertainment, their dangers, their Wh 
deliverances; about the obſervations which = 
they have made, the projects they may have 10 


* 


c 


22533 cates,” 9s lg 
PPP 2A I Ceo 
7 a MK. > 1 — * 
10 
ts Cate 


| . | 04.10 
formed. What muſt it then have been, fin 


for two ſuch friends; for ſuch a father and _—_ 
ſon, after a ſeparation of many months, HI 
during which, events of ſuch high mo- Il! 
ment to both, had taken place, to meet | 

 _ together again in health and comfort, to | 
communicate mutually the full ſoul, to 
retire into the tent, to ſhut out the = 
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world, and give vent to the overflowings "THE 
of tenderneſs and affection! HINTS 
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| AN D with what A ſubject of conver- 14 || 

fation are they furniſhed! And Mo- # 

„ ſes told his father-in-law all that the ii 
* Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to 
se the 
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the Egyptians, for Ifracl's ſake, and all 
* the travel that had come upon them 
* by the way, and how tle Lord deli- 
« vered them.” The moſt trifling inci- 
dents which befal a brother, a friend, 
a child, are intereſting and important. 
What muſt then have been the emotions 
of Jethro, to hear the wonders of Egypt ; 


to learn the great things of God, aſtoniſh- _ 


ing in themſelves, and acquiring an addi- 
tional weight, creating a new intereſt, 


from the perſon who related them, and 
who was himſelf ſo dec. ply concerned 1 in 


the event? 


BuT the good man is elevated, as he 
wondering liſtens to the wonderful tale, 


above all perſonal and ſelfiſh regards, 
above the partiality of private friendſhip, 


above the tenderneſs of natural affection. 
His heart dilates at the thought of a whote 


nation delivered, of a tyrant trampled in 
the duſt, of the power, wiſdom, and 
And Jethro 


mercy of God magnified. 
« rejoiced for all the goodneſs which the 


66 Lord had done to Iſrael; whom He 7 


& had 
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had delivered out of the hands of the 
« Egyptians. And Jethro ſaid, Bleſſed 
e be the Eord, who hath delivered you 
« out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
« out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath 
« delivered the people from under the 
« hand of the Egyptians. Now I know 
« that the Lord is greater than all gods; 
« for in the thing wherein they dealt 
ce proudly, he Was above them.“ 


* 
N 


Tuts friendly interview iſſues in a ſo- 
lemn religious ſervice; in which Aaron 
and all the elders of Iſrael are called to 
aſſiſt. What a bleſſed influence has true 
religion, in conciliating kindneſs, and 
confirming friendſhip! When men cor- 
dially agree in the ſame glorious object of 
worthip, the little peculiarities of form, 
will not obſtru& the mutual attraction 
of brotherly love. Prejudice will droop 
anddie; and charity will draw a veil over 
its neighbour s ſingularities and imperfec- 
tions. Happy the family, whoſe union 
is cemented by piety; the family whoſe 
happineſs and peace are built upon the 

Yor. JI, - BE love 
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« the Egyptians, for Ifracl's ſake, and all 
e the travel.that hid come upon them 
* by the way, and how tlie Lord deli- 
« yered them.” The moſt trifling inci- 
dents which befal a brother, a friend, 
a child, are intereſting and important. 
What muſt then have been the emotions 
of Jethro, to hear the wonders of Egypt ; 
to learn the great things of God, aſtoniſn- 
ing in themſelves, and acquiring an addi- 
tional weight, creating a new intereſt, 
from the perſon who related them, and 
who was himſelf fo deeply concerned in 
the event? Ls 


Bur the good man is elevated, as he 


wondering liſtens to the wonderful tale, 
above all perſonal and ſelfiſh regards, 


| above the partiality of private friendſhip, | 


above the tenderneſs of natural affeCtiori. 
His heart dilates at the thought of a whote 


nation delivered, of a tyrant trampled in 


the duſt, of the power, wiſdom, and 


mercy of God magnified. * And Jethro 


| e rcjoiced for all the goodneſs which the 
« Lord had done to Iſrael; whom ke 
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had delivered out of the hands of the 
« Egyptians. And Jethro ſaid, Bleſſed 
« be the Eord, who hath delivered you 
« out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath 
« delivered the people from under the 
« hand of the Egyptians. Now I know 
that the Lord is greater than all gods; 
« for in the thing wherein they dealt 
e proudly, he was above them.” 


N 


C 


N 


6 
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Tr1s friendly interview iſſues in a ſo- 
lemn religious ſervice; in which Aaron 
and all the elders of Iſrael are called to 
aſſiſt, What a bleſſed influence has true 
religion, in conciliating kindneſs, and 
confirming friendſhip! When men cor- 
dially agree in the ſame glorious object of 
worſhip, the little peculiarities of form, 
will not obſtruct the mutual attraftion 
of brotherly love. Prejudice will droop 
and die; and charity will draw a veil over 
its neighbour's ſingularities and imperfec- 
tions. Happy the family, whoſe union 
is cemented by piety; the family whoſe 
happineſs and peace are built upon the 
& "7 8! i Ke love 
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love of God; whoſe employments, com- 


munications and purſuits are improved 


and ſanctified by prayer! 


Dus attention having been paid to the 
calls of hoſpitality, the dictates of private 
friendſhip, and the demands of filial duty, 
Moſes reverts next day, betimes, to the 


diſcharge of the duties of his public ſta- 


tion, The time, the talents of the mini- 
iter of God, are not his own; they belong 
to mankind. Superficial obſervers, wiv 


confider but the eminence of the place 


which a magiſtrate fills, the robe which 

he wears, the reſpect with which he is at- 
tended, look up to him with envy, anc 
call him bleſſed. They think not of the 
thouſand ſacrifices which he is conſtrained 
to make, of his caſe, of his inclination, of 
his health, of his natural propenſities, of 
his private attachments. They talk of 
the honours and emoluments of his office; 
but they overlook his anxious days, his 
painful toils, his fleepleſs nights; the 
cauſeleſs hatred which he incurs; the un- 
' provoked inſults which he muſt bear, and 
X muſt 


LEC” 


% 
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muſt make of ſolid and ſubſtantial felicity ; 
and the exchange of real and uncertain 
tranquillity, for uncertain uſefulneſs, or 


precarious reputation. Who would not 


be Moſes, to fit on high, and judge the 
people? But who would be Moſes to 
have the people ſtand by him for judge- 


ment, from the morning unto the 


evening!“ 


Tux obſcure part of mankind are little 
ſenſible what they owe to Providence, for 
their obſcurity. They can go out, and 


come in, unnoticed. They can go to reſt 
when they will, and continue it as long 


as they pleaſe. They have no vigilant, 
jealous, envious eye over them. They 
are free from the dreadful conflict of in- 
clination and duty, of intereſt and con- 
ſcience; of reverence for God, and reſpect 


for man. They can enjoy their families 


and friends. What they have, however 
little, they can call their own. What, 
compared to theſe, and ſuch advantages 
as theſe, is the ermine cloak, the ivory 


„ ſceptre, 


muſt not reſent; the ſurrender which he 
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ſceptre, the gem-encircled crown? Re- 
Joice, O man, that the world knows thee 


not, cares not for thee, condeſcends not 
to trouble thy repoſe. Creep thy way 
ſilently, 1 beſeech thee, to heaven; un- 
afraid of being overlooked, neglected 
and forgotten in the multitude of the re- 
deemed, who there live, and reign, and 
c rejoice, vin joy unſpeakable, and full 
«of glory. | 


OB8:Rve, how even a Moſes may err, 


in an exceis of zeal, through ignorance, 
experience, or inattention. Deſirous of 


doing good by adminiſtering juſtice im- 


partially, he cares not what trouble and 


labour it may coſt himſelf. The ſervice 


of fear or of neceſſity is ſlow, reluctant, 
partial and imperfect; the labour of love 


is cheerful, active, and perſevering. Mo- 


ſes is in the way of his duty, early and 
late. If the Public be ſerved faithful- 


ly, if equity be diſpenſed, if God be 
glorified, he 1s willing to ſpend, and to 
be ſpent in ſuch a cauſe, *© And Moſes 


40 ſaid unto his father-in-law, Becauſe 
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« the people come unto me to enquire of 
« God: When they have a matter, they 
% come unto me; and I judge between 
© one and another, and I do make them 
c know the ſtatutes of God, and his 
«Jaws *,” 


Wx have ſeen Jethro, in the character 
of a pious man, en affectionate neigh- 
bour, and a kind relation. We ſee him 
now blending, with theſe excelient quali- 
ties, the character of an able ſtateſman 
and ſagacious politician. There is no 
man fo wiſe as not to need inſtruction; 
and none ſo ſimple, as to be incapable of 
ſometimes giving advice. Jethro plainly 
perceived, that the courſe of life which 
his ſon-in-law was purſuing, muſt ſoon 
prove fatal to him. That, by attempting 
what was bey ond his ſtrength to bear or 
perform, he was in the way of quickly 
rendering himſelf unable to do any thing 
at all, He therefore propoſes a ſubdi- 
viſion of the toil, by the appointment of 
Proper men to the othce of Judge, who 

Eeq might 


Ver. 15, 18. 
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might try and determine the cauſes of 
leſs importance, and apply to Moles, and 


to God through him, only in matters of 


high moment, and as the laſt reſort. 
Thus Moſes would be greatly relieved, 


many good men would be trained up to 


the uſeful, honourable and important 
employment of judging between his bre- 


thren, and the people, mean while, ſuſtain, 
no damage. 


TE qualities which he points out, as 


requiſite to conſtitute this character, ſhe w 
how carefully he had conſidered the ſub- 
ject, and how well fitted he was to adviſe, 
in a matter of this kind. Let thoſe wha _ 
have the appointment of Judges ſtudy 
well what he ſays, and act according]y. 


6 


NA 


Thou ſhalt provide, out of all the e 


0 ple, able men, ſuch as fear God, me 


« of truth, hating covetouſneſs: 4 


place ſuch over them, to be rulers ot 
. 


3 


thoulands, and rulers of hundreds, 
ce rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens *. 


Tur 


Ver. 31. 
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Tux firſt requiſite in a judge, according 
to Jethro, is ability. He muſt be a man 
of ſenſe, penetration and diſcernment. 
Becauſe, with the beit intentions, a ſtupid, 


weak, or diſſipated man, will be apt to 


err in judgment; either, becauſe he is 
unable to comprehend the cauſe, or will 
not employ the neceliary time and pains 
to underſtand it. 


Bur what are the greateſt and moſt 
ſhining abilities, deſtitute of a principle 


of conſcience? They are but a miſchiev- 


ous weapon in the hands of a bad man. 


A judge, therefqre, ought to be a man 


that fears God. A man, not only reſtrain- 


ed by reſpect to the world, or actuated 
by regard to reputation: theſe are found 


feeble and inefficacious in the hour of 
temptation; theſe are fluctuating and un- 
ſteady, as the opinions, paſſions and in- 
tereſts of men; but the fear of the Lord, 
is a perpetual unchanging motive and re- 
ſtraint; the ſame in darkneſs as in the 
light, the ſame in ſecret, as before the 
eyes of the whole worſe. 
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TuIs principle is cloſely connected with, 


and indeed it naturally produces, a third 


quality, of primary importance, in this 


character. A judge muſt be a man of 


truth. A ſacred obſerver of truth, in 


what he ſays himſelf; a diligent promoter 
of truth, and an impar tial avenger of falſe- 
hood and injuſtice in others. Even a 


regard to ſome of the principles of religion, 


unconnected with the love of truth and 
juſtice, which are of the number of thoſe 
principles, might be apt to miſlead a man. 
Compaſſion, for example, might diſpoſe 
a judge to favour the poor man, though 
he has the worſt cauſe, The all-wiſe God, 


therefore, thought! it neceſſary to throw in 


a ſpecial caution to this purpoſe, leſt a 
principle, amiable and excellent in itſelf, 
ſhould be perverted into a ſource of in- 
juſtice, and has enjoined, by a poſitive 


ſtatute *, that the cauſe, not the perſon 


or condition of the man, ſhould be con- 
ſidered by him who ſits 1 in judgment. 


9 


9 6 Neither ſhalt thou countenance a poor man in tus 
60 * cauſe,” Exod: xxiii. 3, | 


LBC 
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JETHRO finally lays it down as eſſen- 


tial to the character of a judge, that he 


be a man who hates covetouſneſs. In 
which there is a ſtrong inſinuation, that 


where the love of money predominates, 


the exerciſe of all other neceſſary and 
ſuitable qualities are likely to be ob- 
ſtructed or perverted ; ability, under 
ſuch influence, rendered only more dan- 
gerous and hurtful; the fear of God, 
lulled aſleep; 
conſcience, by the ſtrong opiate of gold, 
reduced to a ſtate of inſenſibility; and 
truth and juſtice hoodwinked, on the tri- 
bunal. 


Tux hiſtory of our own country affords 

a melancholy example of the truth of 
this obſervation, in the conduct of that 
“ oreateſt, wiſeſt, meaneſt of mankind,” 
Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam, and 


Lord High Chancellor of England, in 
the reign of James I. who with a ſoul 


that comprehended, filled, extended, and 
enlarged the circle of ſcience; a genius 
that penetrated through the whole vaſt 

ſyſtem 


425 


the heart hardened; the 
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ſyſtem of nature, an imagination that 
tranſcended the flaming boundaries of 
the world, and a heart devoted to the love 


of God and mankind—haſely received 


the wages of unrighteouſneſs, accepted a 
bribe to pervert juſtice, was accuſed and 
convicted of corruption, in the execution 
of his high and important truſt, acknow- 
ledged his own ſhame, and, was deſerved- 
ly driven, with diſgrace to himielf, and 
with the indignation, ſhame, and pity of 
a mortified and aſtoniſhed world, from 
an honourable ſation, which he filled fa 
unworthily, — 


By r alas, after all, when we read of 


the appointment of judges and of gene— 


* 
£ 
EY 


rals, and of their requiſite qualities, of 


what does it remind us, but that men 
are ſelfiſn, covetous, litigious, and vio- 
lent: tenacious of their own, and ready 


to encroach upon others? Wherefore is 


law? Wherefore are there tribunals ? 
They are for “ the lawleſs and diſobe- 
dient.“ Make men juſt, gentle, kindly 
aftectioned ; make them Chriſtians in- 


_ deed, 
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deed, and then war is at an end; the 
courts are ſhut up; then there would be 
no need of a judge, becauſe there would 
be no offender. | 


Tur advice which was wiſely and 


kindly given, is graciouſly and candidly 


received. A proud and felf-ſaiicient 


ſpirit would have rejected the counſel, 
however ſalutary, becauſe tendered by a 
ſtranger. But true wiſdom only conſi- 
ders, whether the hint be uſeful, practi- 
cable and necellary, without regarding 
from what quarter it comes. And ſuch 
was the wiſdom of Moſes; and he was 


prepared | for converſe with ; God, who | 


bad learned deference and reſpect for 


the opinions of men. And thus, the 


very firſt rudiments of the Jewiſh con- 
ſtitution, were ſuggeſted by the obſerva- 
tion and experience of a ſtranger, and a 
Midianite. And the great Jehovah diſ- 
dained not, to permit his prophet to be 
taught, and his people to be governed, 
by the wiſdom and intelligence of a 
good man, though he was not of the 


common 
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commonwealth of Iſrael. If men were 
capable of learning to be wiſe and good, 
He who is wiſdom and goodneſs itſelf, 


would vouchſafe to teach them, not by 


precept only, but by example alſo. As 
Jethro ſuggeſted, ſo it was done. Moſes 


was eaſed of a burthen intolerable, the 


courſe of Juſtice was not ſtopped, God 
was glorified, and the world edified. 


You mult haye obſerved, that I have 
once and again, held out to your expecta- 


tion, a ſubject of diſcourſe, from which 


I have once, and a ſecond time, ſhrunk 


back. It 1s {till before me, and I feel 
myſelf as reluctant as ever to proceed. 
Wha is not ready to ſink under the 
awful terrours of the diſpenſation of the 
Law from Sinai? © Who is ſufficient for 
« ſach things?” But I muſt venture to go 
on, and endeavour to carry you with me 


to the foot of that tremendous moun- 
tain. And, I flatter myſelf, you have 
not been altogether diſappointed, or in- 


jured, in being ſtopped a little in your 


progreſs. With recruited ſtrength and 
ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, we ſhall attempt to advance on 
our way. But we ſtall firſt, from this 
eminence, ſurvey the ground over which 


we have tra avelled. zminence, did I ſay? | 
No, Let us join the innocent, cheerful | 11 
, fociety in the tent of Moſes, and learn to | | it 
ultivate the endearing charities of pri- | | ll 
vate life. And, having conſidered it well, j IR 
let us retire making ſuch reflections as 1 | 
theſe — S — | | | 


Tur it is not fortitude, but folly, — 
unneceſſarily to expoſe ourſelves, or thoſe ö 
whom we love, to hardſhips and danger. 
If any provide not for his own, and 1 
«© ſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, _ | Il 
« he hath denied the faith, and is worſe hs | | 
ec than an infidel*.” It is our care, not | # 
our labour and reflection, which we are jl| 
encouraged to calt upon Gd. | 


| THAT, It argues 4 deficiency in ſome 1 
moral princ cite Or Ano >ther, wae 11 perſons i 18 | 


19 

whom nature, and the obligations of ſo- 111 
ciety, have united, ico rer an inclination 1 
to li 
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to live aſunder. Wiſdom, or neceſſity, 


may impoſe a temporary ſeparation. But . 
well diſpoſed minds, ever look to, and TM 
eagerly lay hold of, the means and the e 
ſeaion of reſtoration and union. | 


Tnar, Regard to public utility, exalts 
and improves private friendſhip. 


Tur, To promote the glory of God, 
his own virtue, and the good of his fel- 
low creatures, is the great and conſtant 
aim of every good man. 


Tua, As none is too wiſe to learn, 
it is a proof of affection, to communicate 
uſeful hints; and a bigh proof of wiſ- 

dom, to take and uſe them, from what- 
ever quarter they come. There is one 
Being only, who is not to be inſtructed. 

« How unſearchable are his judgments, 

«© and his ways paſt finding out! For 
« who hath known the mind of the 

« Lord? Or who hath been his coun- 
« ſellor n“ 4 


=. 


AND 
Rom. xi. 32. 34. 
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AN p finally that, Though we cannot 
| ſucceſsfully imitate eminent men, in 


every particular of conduct, or in the 


diſplay of talents which may be denied 
to ourſelves, we are not thereby preclud- 


ed from the exerciſe of the inferiour ta- 


lents which we poſſeſs, and from a virtu- 


ous emulation, where it is poſſible for us 


to ſucceed. Let me ſtrive to be a Moſes, 
in ſome things, though I be conſcious I 
muſt fall inconceivably behind him, in 
moſt, Amen. 
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LECTURE XVI. 


"EXODUS xfx. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 


AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE THIRD DAY IN 
THE MORNING, THAT THERE WERE THUNDERS 
AND LIGHTNINGS, AND A THICK: CLOUD up- 
ON THE MOUNT, AND THE .VOICE OF THE 
TRUMPET EXCEEDING, LOUD; SO THAT ALL 
THE PEOPLE THAT WAS IN THE CAMP TREM= 
BLED. AND MOSES BROUGHT FORTH THE 
PEOPLE OUT OF THE CAMP TO MEET WITH 
GOD, AND THEY STOOD. AT THE NETHER PART 
OF THE MOUNT. AND MOUNT $SINAI WAS AL- 11 
TOGETHER ON A SMOKE, BECAUSE THE LORD 1108 
DESCENDED UPON IT IN FIRE: AND THE — 
SMOKE THEREOF ASCENDED AS THE SMOKE OF 1 
A FURNACE, AND THE WHOLE MOUNT QUAKED - -- 
CREATLY. AND WHEN THE VOICE OF THE f 
TRUMPET SOUNDED LONG, AND WAXED LOUDER | 
AND LOUDER, MOSES SPAKE, AND GOD AN= 


SWERED HIM BY A VOICE. AND THE LORD 
Vol. III. F'f CAME 
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CAME DOWN UPON MOUNT SINAI, ON THE 

TOP OF THE MOUNT: AND THE LORD CALLED 
MOSES UP TO THE TOP OF THE MOUNT, AND 
MOSES WENT UP. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO 
MOSES, GO DOWN, CHARGE THE PEOPLE, LEST 
THEY BREAK THROUGH UNTO THE LORD TO 
GAZE, AND MANY OF THEM PERISH. AND 
LET THE PRIESTS ALSO, WHICH COME NEAR 
TO THE LORD, SANCTIFY THEMSELVES, LEST 
THE LORD BREAK FORTH UPON THEM. 


N man, as he came perfect from the 
hands of his Creator, the immortal 
principle, the breath of life,” the 


living ſoul” exerciſed its juſt domi- 


nion over the earthly and ſenſual part of 
his nature. In man, degraded by fin, 
we behold the groſſer domineering over 


the purer, the heavenly ſubjected to the 


terreſtrial, the ſoul a ſlave to the ſenſes. 
When our nature, through grace ſhall 
be reſtored, the foul ſhall reſume its em- 
pire; the body itſelf ſhall become {piri- 


tual, ſhall ſhake off the power of gravi- 
tation, and“ aſcend to meet the Lord in 
* the air;” being * faſhioned like unto 


« Chriſt's glorious body.“ 
| Tur 
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. 2 „ „ TION 
LECT. XVIT.] frsroRY OF MOSES. 
Tux diſpenſations of heaven are ſuited 
to the condition of man; * God knows 
«© Our frame, and remembereth that we 


« are duſt.” He makes ſenſe his road to 
the mind; he ſeizes the conſcience; and 


melts the heart, by ſpeaking to the eyes 


and the ears, And when we conſider how 
eaſily, and through how many different 
channels; he can force his way to the in- 
moſt receſſes of the man, who but muſt 


ſhudder at the thought of meeting the 


Father of ſpirits, ourſelves diſembodied 


ſpirits; at the thought of dropping the 


clay tabernacle in its native duſt, and of 
becoming all eye, to ſee G0d as he is, all 
ear, to hear his voice, all ſoul to perceive 
and comprehend him! If God, encourag- 
ing and amiable in purifying and dire 


ing fire; in the cloudy pillar; and | © BY 
harmleſs, unconſuming fire, in the buſh 


at Horeb, be awful; if dreadful at Sinai, 
coming in flaſhing, dazzling, threatening 


fire, to promulgate his law; What muſt 
he be, coming in flaming fire to take 


40 vengeance on them that know not God, 
2 and that obey not the golpel of our 
Ff2 (C Lord 
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« Lord Jeſus Chriſt?” If the ſound of 
that trumpet, which proclaimed the ap- 
proach of God to Iſrael, was ready to kill 
the living with fear, what muſt be the 
trumpet which ſhall awake the dead? 
Whatever majeſty and ſolemnity may 
appear, in the giving of the law, every 
one ſhall, in a little while, behold it infi- 
nitely exceeded, in the conſummation of 
the Goſpel. 


Gor has hitherto declared his divine 
perfections, by the effects which they pro- 
duced. The plagues of Egypt, awfully 
manifeſted his power and juſtice. The 
daily ſhowers of manna, and water fol- 
lowing them from the rock, beſpeak his 
power and goodneſs. But he now opens 
his mouth, to proclaim in the ears of 
men, his name, his nature and his will. 
Let us, with Iſrael, at a trembling diſ- 
tance, contemplate this great ſight, and 


liſten with reverence to the Almighty ut- 
tering his voice. 


Tur poſterity of Abraham, according 
| to 


.. I .. 
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to the promiſe, is now become a great, 
nation. But what are multitudes, with- 
out government; and what government! 


is a bleſſing, without law? Happineſs 
conſiſts not in having ſuch and ſuch poſ- 


ſeſſions, but in being fitted to enjoy what 
we have. The conſtitution of other ſtates 


15 the work of time, 1s the reſult of expe- 


rience, arrives at maturity by degrees. 


Laws and reſtrictions, encouragements 
and reſtraints, are ſuggeſted by events. 


But when the great Jehovah condeſcends 


to become a legiſlator, the utmoſt extent 
of poſſibility lying open to his view, pro- 
viſion is made from the beginning, for 


every caſe that can happen. The rule of 


his government 1s laid down at once; and 
the civil and religious conſtitution of that 
nation, over which he choſe to preſide, 
is eſtabliſhed by a wiſdom which cannot 
EIT, 


IT was not unpleaſant, as we were con- 


templating the ſcene exhibited in the pre- 
ceding chapter, to liſten to a wiſe and 
good man, giving advice with reſpect to 
| Ff z the 
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the adminiſtration of publick juſtice. But 


ve naw tread upon holy ground; and we 


liſten, not to a man like ourſelves, but to 
the only wiſe God. The whole taken to- 


gether, unfolds an unparalleled diſplay of 


mercy and h of goodneſs and gran- 
deur. 


Fox rY-sBV ER days have now elapſed, 


ſince that night much to be remem- 


e bered;” when the deſtroying angel 
walked through the midſt of Egypt, and 
flew all the firſt born. And how many 
ſingular and intereſting events have taken 


place in that ſhort period? The Red-ſea 
has been divided; the bitter waters of 
Marah ſweetened; bread from heaven 
rained down; a living ſtream extracted 
from the flinty. rock in Horeb; Amalek 
diſcomfited! Whether of the two ſhall we 


moſt admire, the greatneſs of the wor ks 


which God performs, or the facility with 
which he brings them to paſs? What a 


high value are we taught to put upon 
time, when we ſee to what valuable pur- 
pale, Wache the bleſſing and aſſiſtance 

uk of 
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ſervient. 


backs days more are employed, in 
making ſolemn preparation for this celeſ- 


tial viſitation z ſo that the Law was deli- 


vered exactly on the fiftieth day, after the 
celebration of the feaſt of paſſover. And, 


in commemoration of jt, the Jewiſh feaſt 


of Pentecoſt was ever after obſerved, and 
rendered illuſtrious in the annals of the 
Chriſtian church, by a new diſpenſation, 
not of terrour, but of grace; the deſcent 


of the Holy Spirit upon the apoſtles of 
our Lord, in the miraculous gift of 


tongues. Even the minute circumſtances 


of times and places, may have a ſignifi- 
cancy, and an importance, of which we 
have, at preſent, no apprehenſion. And 


I am fully perſuaded, when God ſhall be 


pleaſed to vouchſafe us clearer light, and 


freſh diſcoveries of his will, numberleſs 


inſtances of coincidence and reſemblance, 


between the legal and evangelical diſpen- 


ſations, ſhall ruſh upon us, of which we 


can now y form no conception. Why God 
Ff4 has 
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of heaven, a little time may be made ſub- + 
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has appointed the ſeventh day to be the 
weekly ſabbath; why the Law was pro- 
claimed from mount Sinai, juſt after ſeven 
times ſeven days had elapled from the go- 
ing out of Egypt; why, in the poſſeſſion 
of Canaan, the land was to be permitted 
to reſt every ſeventh year ; why the ge- 
neral releaſe, or year of jubilee, was to be 
ſtatedly obſerved, after a conſtant revolu- 
tion of {even times ſeven years; and, why 
the Holy Ghoſt was given, „when the 
« day of Pentecoſt was fully come ;” or, 
after ſeven times ſeven days, from the day 
that Chriſt our Paſſover was ſacrificed 
for us?” theſe are queſtions which we 
pretend not to reſolve. But, certain it is, 
theſe things have a meaning: © I know 
"4c it not now, but I thall know it here- 
e, 


SINAl, the ſcene of this ſplendid hz 
bition, is the higheſt eminence of a vaſt 
ridge of mountains; which run ig 
Eaſt to Weſt through Arabia Petr: 
you go from the North-eaſt coaſt of Ig 
Red-ſea to Paleſtine, The adjoining emi- 
8 Nence 
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nence is called Horeb, and is rendered 
illuſtrious, by the miracle of the water 
iſſuing from the rock. And, from their 
Propinquity, and their forming part of 
the ſame chain of mountains, they are 
often put the one for the other; and the 


adjacent deſart country, is called, indiffer- 
ently, the Wilderneſs of Horeb; or the 


Wilderneſs of Sinai. 


Moszs was firſt called up into the 


mount alone; and thence ſent back to 


the people, with repeated meſſages, full 
of tenderneſs and love. Preparation was 


made for the tremendous appearance of 


the glory of the Lord, by the moſt gra- | 


cious and reiterated aſſurances of favour 
and protection. This is the endearing 


language which the great God conde- 


ſcends to employ on the cccaſion; “ Ye 
% have ſeen what I did unto the Egyp- 
„„ tians, and how I bare you on eagles 
* wings, and brought you unto myſelf. 


«© Now therefore, if ye will obey my 


voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 
** then ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure unto 
1 5 5 « me 
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« me above all people: for all the earth 
* is mine. And ye ſhall be unto me a 
kingdom of prieſts, and an holy nation. 
*© Theſe are the words which thou ſhalt 
* ſpeak unto the children of. Iſrael.” 


The beautiful image of the eagle, and her 
young ones, is happy beyond expreſſjon ; 
and evidently proceeds from Him, from 


whoſe view no part of the world of nature 


lies concealed. The natural hiſtory of 
that king of the feathered race, were this 
the time and the place to introduce it, 
would be the beſt commentary on the paſ- 
ſage. But we may at leaſt ſtop to illuſ- 
trate, by comparing it with the ſame 
image, delineated by the ſame maſterly 
hand, with ſtill greater ſtrength of co- 
| louring, and greater force and variety of 
f expreſſion. For the Lord's portion is 
« his people; Jacob is the lot of his in- 
« heritance. He found him in a deſert 
« land, and in the waſte howling wil- 
«« derneſs; he led him about, he in- 


<« ſtructed him, he kept him as the apple 


of his eye. As an eagle ſtirreth up her 


< neſt, fluttereth over her young, ſpread- 
« eth 
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8 


* 


eth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings; ſo the Lord 
alone did lead him, and there was no 
« ſtrange God with him. He made him 
ride on the high places of the earth, 
that he might eat the increaſe of the 
fields; aid he made him to ſuck honey 
«© out of the rock, and oil out of the 
e flinty rock*.” The ſagacity and vi- 
gilance of the eagle, in providing the 
means of ſupport and ſafety for her callow 
| brood; her ſtrength and fierceneſs in de- 
fending them; her tender fympathy with 


Wo 


N 


8 


* 


their weakneſs; her anxiety to haſten on 
their maturity and capacity to provide for 


themſelves; the pains which ſhe takes to 
inſtruct them to fly, —as they are all fully 
juſtified by facts, ſo they are conveyed to 
us in language the moſt ſimple, plain and 
elegant: and raiſe us to the contempla- 
tion of an object, of all others the ſub- 


limeſt, ſweeteſt, moſt intereſting, and 


moſt compoling to the ſoul. They repre- 
ſent to us, the all-comprehending view of 
eternal Providence; the never-ſleeping 
eye of the Watchmen of Iſrael, the unaſ- 
ſallable 


7 Deut. xxxii. 9, &c. 


44.7 
ſailable protection of the heavenly Guar- 
dian; the more than maternal care, dilt- 
cence and zeal, which Jehovah continu- 
ally exerciſes over them that are his. 
« Happy is that people that is in ſuch a 
« caſe: yea, happy is that people, whoſe 
« God is the Lord *.“ 


As the friendſhip between God and 
Abraham, the father and founder of that 
great nation, commenced, and was con- 
firmed, in the ſolemn ratification of a co- 
venant, performed according to rites of 
God's own appointing ; ſo the political 
_ exiſtence and importance of that nation, 


were directed to take their riſe, in the 
cutting or dividing a covenant, with ſimi- 


lar ſolemnities. And this was the tenour, 


| theſe were the conditions of it. On the 


part of Iſrael, in one word, obedience to 
the voice of God; ſubmiſſion in all things 
to the will of their beſt friend, and kindeſt 
| benefactor; who could have nothing in 
view, but their happineſs. On the part 
of God, the promiſe of a profuſion ot 

0 __ bleſſings, 
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bleflings, temporal, ſpiritual and everlaſt- 
ing; a rank among the nations, which 
ſhould render them the envy and wonder 
of the world; an eſtabliſhment, which 
length of time ſhould not impair; a ſuc- 
ceſſion of prophets, of prieſts, and of 
princes, which was to iſſue in the eternal 
prieſthood, and unlimited ſovereignty of 


One, whoſe government was to be an uni- 


verſal and everlaſting bleiling to them, 


and to mankind. *© Ye {hall be a pecu- 


<« Har treaſure unto me above all people: 
« for all the earth is mine.” Segulah, 


« a peculiar Treaſure,” ſomething ex- 
ceedingly prized, and ſedulouſly preſerved, 


a gem of peculiar luſtre and value, which 
an affluent and powerful prince, cuils out 
from among many, takes under his own 
particular charge, and will not entruſt 
to-the care of another. 


Mosks takes up this firiking idea 


again, in that beautiful ſong of praiſe, in 


which, at the cloſe of life, he recapitu- 
Jates the wonderful ways of Providence to 
that choſen ſamily ; © The Lord's por- 

* .-t10N 
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1 tion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his 
10 inheritance *.” The promiſe which fol- 
lows ih the ſixth verſe; is wonderfully cal- 
culated to inſpire ideas of dignity and im- 
portance, ** Ye ſhall be unto me a king= 
«« dom of prieſts, and an holy nation.” 
They had juſt left a country where the 
prieſthood was held in high eſtimation; 
where the perſons of thoſe who bore that 
facred character, were inviolable, and 
their property exempted from the im- 
poſts which were laid upon that of 
other ſubjects. But the peculiar reſpect 
paid to this order of men, and the 
immunities which they enjoyed, ferved - 
only to expoſe more glaringly the con- 
traſt, the degradation and diſtreſs of the 
great body of the people. Whereas here 
was a whole nation, deſtined of heaven to 
equal honours; not, a king and ſubjects, 
but a commonwealth of kings; not, one 
miniſtering at the altar, in the name of 
thouſands, one admitted within the veil; 
and myriads removed to an humbling; 
8 mortifying 


* Deut. xxxii. 9. 
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mortifying diſtance; but a kingdom of 
prieſts, an holy nation, majeſty and ſanc- 
tity in one. 


Tursz are the words which Moſes is 
commanded to rehearſe in the ears of all 
the people. Having deſcended from the 


mount, he collects them accordingly by lil 
their elders; the men firſt in age, firſt : . 
in wiſdom, firſt in dignity and au- | 1 


thority; and delivers to them the high Ih 
meſſage, which he had in charge. Im- 1 
preſſed at once with the power and grace 
of their heavenly King, they as one man 
reply, « All that the Lord hath ſpoken 

we will do.” Which anſwer, Moſes 


again reports to his dread Employer. 118 
Thus, in the very preparatives for the 1 
publication of the Law, the mediation o ß a 
the goſpel was clearly taught and incul- Vn 
_ cated; and thus, throughout, we perceive, = 
that guilty creatures can have no ſafe nor {hh 
comfortable acceſs to a holy God, but by — It 
means of a days-man to lay his hands 1 [! 
„upon both:” and thus, the very mi- 1 
niſter of a fiery Law, exhibited a type of 1 
* that 
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| LEC 
| that great High-Prieſt, at once “ mer- Ft 
| „ ciful and faithful;” “ faithful in the | #1 
1 e things pertaining to God;” “ merci- 1 
| ful, to make reconciliation for the ſins 1 
| « of the people,” | | ve 
1 | 5 LS 
Mos:s is upon this informed, that ca 
God intended on the third day from that By 
time, to manifeſt himſelf to all the people, A T 
as the Leader and Ruler of that vaſt army, to 
and, as the Employer and Patron of Mo- ” 
ſes his prophet, in a manner that ſhould ex 
leave no room to doubt, in whoſe name © 
he ſpake, and by what authority he ated: we 
«& And the Lord ſaid unto Moles, Lo, I | dil 
come unto thee in a thick cloud, that | im 
the people may hear when I ſpeak with du 
& thee, and believe thee for ever. And 0 nit 

« Moles told the words of the people Ii 
„ unto the Lord.“. I come to thee in 7 
e a thick cloud.” God already reſided | ple 
among Iſrael, and preſided over them, m | ye 
a pillar of fire, and a cloud. But what- | gu! 
ever be the medium of communication ter 
between the Deity and his creatures, it is Go 
capable of being increaſed and improved, ; 


beyond 
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beyond imagination. There is a darkneſs 
groſſer, and a cloud thicker, and more 
awfully impregnated, than any of which 
we. have had experience. There is a 
voice louder, and a glory brighter than 
any which we have heard or ſeen, Who 
can declare, who can conceive the utmoſt 
extent of the power of the Almighty ? 

{ There is a ſplendour infinitely ſuperiour 

to that of © the ſun ſhining in his 

5 ſtrength.” There 1 be an angel 

| excelling in might: „ Gabriel, who 

| © ſtandsin the preſence of God.” Know 
| we ever ſo much, there is a field of 
diſcovery -- before us, infinite as the 

immenſity of . JEnovan, to employ a 
duration of enquiry, endleſs as his eter- 
nity, 


A command | is now iſſued to the peo- 
ple, to employ themſelves that day and the 
next in ſolemn preparation for this au- 
guſt viſit. They are directed, as an ex- 
ternal mark of reſpect to the moſt holy 
God, as a token of obedience, and as an 

n indication 
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indication of inward purity, to waſh their 


— — — 


clothes, to abſtain from whatever might 


defile the body or the mind, and, even 
to deny themſelves ſuch innocent and 


lawful gratifications, as might have a 


| tendency to diſturb their attention and 


diſtract their thoughts. When God came 
to give the law, he came after ſolemn 
warning, he gave evident figns of his 


approach, he declared to a moment, when 


he was to be heard and ſeen in his ma- 
jeſty. But, when he ſhall come to exe- 


cute the law, we are informed that he 
ſhall take the world by ſurprize, that 


men may be always ready. Behold 1 
„will come on thee as a thief, and 
e thou ſhalt not know what hour I will 


* 


come upon thee *. c Watch there- 


«fore; for ye know not what hour 


your Lord doth come .“ © Be ye 


; 4 


A 


alſo ready: for in ſuch an hour as 
ye think not, the Son of man com- 
© nt. 
WHEN 
Rev. ii. 3. + Matt. xfiv. 42. 

. Matt. xxiv. 44. | 
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Wur but a friend or neighbour is 
expected to viſit us, decency requires that 
our perſons, our houſes, or entertain- 
ment, be rendered as inoffenſive and as 
acceptable as we can make them. The 
anxiety which men feel, and the pains 
which they take, to receive and entertain 
their ſuperiours, is too well known to 
need any remark. It 1s only when the 
King of kings, and the Lord of lords 

announces his approach, that men are 
incurious, unceremonious, careleſs and 
indifferent. 


Tux great Jehovah was to manifeſt 
himſelf firſt to the eye. © Be ready againſt 
« the third day; for the third day the 
« Lord will come down, in the ſight of 
« all the people, upon mount Sinai.“ 
All is hitherto attractive and encourag- 
ing. The face of God is clothed with 
ſmiles. He comes to dwell with men 
“ upon earth.“ But the grace and con- 
deſcenſion of God, while they invite to 
the communications of friendſhip, forbid 
the boldneſs and freedom of familiarity. 
G g 2 While 
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Whilehe makes himſelf known asa Father, 


a Protector, a Guide; he permits us not to 


forget that he is, at the ſame time, © a 
„ great God, and a great King.” There- 
fore, a ſtrict injunction is given in the 5 
twelfth and thirteenth verſes, And 


« thou ſhalt ſet bounds unto the people 
“round about, ſaying, Take heed to 
« yourſelves, that ye go not up into the 


« mount, or touch the border of it: 


«« whoſocver toucheth the mount ſhall 


«« ſurely be put to death. There ſhall 
„ not an hand touch it, but he ſhall 
* ſurely be ſtoned, or ſhot through; 


«© whether it be beaſt or man, it ſhall not 


live: when the trumpet ſoundeth long, 
ye ſhall come up to the mount.“ This 
laſt expreſſion, << When the trumpet bound. 
eth long, ye ſhall come up to the mount, 

is evidently a caution and a threatening, 
not an invitation; and ſeems to import, 


« Let him who dares preſume to ap- 


„ proach nearer; let him come up into 


the mount, if he will.” At the ſound 


of that tremendous trumpet, they were 


uy to ſink into the earth with terrour, 
85 inſtead 
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inſtead of deſiring or attempting a nearer 
intercourſe with the great and terrible 
God, Who had put all nature into con- 


ſternation. 

As they were commanded, ſo they did. | 
All impurity 1s carefully removed; and if 
they ſee, in ſolemn filence and earneſt. LH 
expectation, in hope, mingled with fear, i 

the gradual approach of this all-import- j 
ant, this eventful day. It 
Arx length, in all its pomp and im- Ih 

portance, the, third day arrives. Every _ — | 

creature, every element feels, and gives l 1 
witneſs to, the appearance of its God. 11 
Heaven and Earth, Angels and Men, the | 
Water and the Land, Air and Fire, ann | i] 

nounce the preſence of their great Crea- - Fl 
tor and Ruler. I tremble as I read. OO. | | 

What muſt it have been to ſee and hear? *** 0 | 
« And it came to paſs on the third day In 
in the morning, that there were thun- 9 | 
ders, and lightnings, and a thick cloud 3 . 
* upon the mount, and the voice of the | 1 
* trumpet exceeding loud; ſo that all 


S s the 


4 


« the people that was in the camp trem- 
bled.“ Lo, the hoarſe thunder is loſt in 
the louder ſound of the trumpet; and 
that awful ſound, in its turn, ſinks into 
ſilence, before the all- penetrating, all- 
commanding accents of the voice of God 
himſelf. The thick darkneſs of a cloud, 
impregnated with the terrours of divine 


. Juſtice, threatens one moment to extin- 


guiſh, for ever, hope and joy; and that 
darkneſs, the next moment, is diſpelled 


by the more terrible flaſhes of celeſtial fire. 


How poor the ſtate of an earthly prince 


compared to this! * God maketh his 
angels Spirits, his miniſters a flame of 


« fire.” What heart is not melted, in the 


midſt of this wild uproar? There is not 


an object of aſtoniſhment which we are 
_ acquainted with, but what enters into 
this deſcription. Thunder, lightning, 
blackneſs of darkneſs, tempeſt, earth- 


quake, the trumpet of God; and all theſe 


are but the coverings of terrour, the har- 
bingers of majeſty and might. Behold, 
God is in the thunder, in the lightning, 

5 | 125 in 
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in the tempeſt, in the earthquake! they 
are mere inſtruments, to do his pleaſure, 


Bur we are directed to one object per- 
fectly placid and compoſed in the midſt 
of tumult and confuſion: © even when 
e voice of the trumpet {ounded long 
« and waxed exceeding loud,” Moſes 
poſſeſſed his foul in patience. “ Moſes 
wy 1 aman} and God anſwered him by a 
« voice.“ It is guilt that gives force to 
fire, that lends fury to the ſtormy wind, 
that ſhakes the earth, by firſt ſhaking the 
ſoul. Faith in God controls the elements, 
and ſoothes the ſoul to reſt in commu- 
nion with God; as the child falls aſleep 
in the fond maternal boſom, 


Moss comes up, at the command of 
Him, who is King and Lord of Nature, 
and, therefore, he has nothing to fear. 
The three children fall down bound in 
the midſt of the burning fiery furnace, 
but the flames have no power to kindle 
upon them; they conſume only the 
cords with which they are bound; they 
Gg4 themſelves. 
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themſelves walk at liberty through the 
midſt of the fire; they :eſt as on a bed 
of roſes, for behold another is in com- 
pany with them, and“ the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God.” Da- 
niel ſleeps fecure in the den among lions, 
more compoſedly than Darius in his pa- 
lace, ſurrounded by his officers and 
guards; he fleeps calm iy, as a father in 
the midſt of his children. He who fears 
God has nothing elſe to fear. 


Bor what new doctrine is to be uſher- 
ed in, under all this formidable appara- 
tus? What law, unknown, unheard of 

| before, is to be introduced and enforced, 
by ceremonies ſo dreadfully auguſt and 
ſolemn? Juſt that which was from the 
beginning; that which the finger of God 
more ſilently and curiouſly interwove, 

with the very texture aud frame of the 
human foul, The voice of God fays, 
from the heights of Sinai, none other 
things, than thoſe which conſcience 
ſpeaks to every man, from the deep re- 
celles of his own breaſt. It 1s this that 

5 gives 
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gives weight to both the law and the 
goſpel. They have their counterpart, in 
the nature and condition of man. They 
are of God, who knows what i is in man, 
and what! is good for man. 


Bur can he whoſe “ preſence fills 
« heaven and earth,” change his place? 
Can God be faid to aſcend, or deſcend ? 
The devout eye ſees him in every crea- ug 
ture, in every place, in every event. The We 
pious ſoul feels and acknowledges him 
inceilantly. But to rouſe ſtupidity, to 


|| 
reprove careleſſneſs, to convince infide- . [| 
lity, God muſt aſſume ſtate, clothe him- I 
ſelf with thunder, involve the top of Sinai = 

in clouds, and ſhake its foundation. As, . 1 
in the compoſure of Moſes, we behold 


the confidence of divine friendſhip, and 
the ſecurity ariſing from union with 
God, ſo, in the caution which is given 
in the twenty-firſt verſe, Go down, 
charge the people, leſt they break 
775 through unto the Lord to gaze, and 
* many of them periſh, we ſee the dan- 
ger of unlicenſed curioſity, of preſump- 


tuous 
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tuous boldneſs. Fire and darkneſs equal- 
ly repel and intimidate, equally compoſe 
and encourage. All the dealings of God 
with man, are line upon line, and pre- 

FE . upon precept. 


The ſimilitude of the legal and evan- 
gelical diſpenſations, and their difference, 
would neceſſarily occupy a much larger 
portion of your time and attention than 
now remains. It were better, therefore, 
to bring them together in one diſcourſe, 
calculated for the Purpole. 


| I conclude the preſent lecture, with 

ſimply reading two or three ſhort paſſages 
of ſcripture, cloſely connected with, and 
ſerving to illuſtrate our ſubject; written 
at two very different periods, and in two 
very different ſtates of the church, The 
firſt, is in the hiſtory of Elijah, the great 
reſtorer of the law, near ſix hundred 


years afterward. © And he aroſe, and 
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« did eat and drink, and went in the 
* ſtrength of that meat forty days and 
*« forty nights, unto Horeb, the mount 

"of 
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of God. And he came thither unto a 


cave and lodged there. And behold, 


the word of the Lord came to him; 
and he ſaid unto him, What doeſt 
thou here, Elijah? And he aid, I have 
been very jealous for the Lord God of 
hoſts; for the children of Iſrael have 


forſaken thy covenant, thrown down 


thine altars, and ſlain thy prophets 


with the ſword; and I, even I only am 
left; and they ſeek my life, to take it 
away, And he ſaid, Go forth, and 
« ſtand upon the mount before the Lord. 
And behold the Lord paſſed by, and a 
great and ftrong wind rent the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks 
before the Lord; but the Lord was 
not in the wind: and after the wind 
an earthquake; but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake: And after the 
earthquake a fire; but the Lord was 
not in the fire: and after the fire, a 
ſtill ſmall voice. And it was ſo, when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his 
face in his mantle, and went out, and 
ſtood in the entering in of the cave: 
and behold, there came a voice unto 
e him, 
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% him, and faid, What doſt thou here, 


cc 
ce 
cc 
40 
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66 
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cc 


Elijah? And he ſaid, I have been very 
jealous for the Lord God of hoſts: 
becauſe the children of Iſrael have for- 
ſaken thy covenant, thrown down 
thine altars, and ſlain thy prophets 
with the ſword; and I, even I only am 
left, and they ſeek my life, to take it 
away x. The ſecond is, the winding 


up of that wonderful compariſon and 
contraſt of the Law and the Goſpel, which 
conſtitute the great body of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, and which, the apoſtle 
ſums up in theſe remarkable words, 
ſixty- four years after the advent of Jeſus 
Chriſt. For ye are not come unto the 
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mount that might be touched, and that 
burned with fire, nor unto blackneſs, 
and darkneſs, and tempeſt, and the 
ſound of a trumpet, and the voice of 
words; which voice, they that heard 
intreated that the word ſhould not be 


* ſpoken to them any more. For they 
could not endure that which was com- 


manded, And if ſo much as a beaſt touch 
e 


* 1 hangs, xix. 8, Ke. 
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the mountain, it ſhall be ſtoned, or 


thruſt through with a dart. And ſo 


terrible was the ſight, that Moſes ſaid, 
I exceedingly fear and quake. But ye 


are come unto mount Sion, and unto 


the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels: to the general aſ- 
ſembly and church of the firſt-born, 
which are written in heaven, and to 
God the judge of all, and to the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect. And to 
Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant, 


and to the blood of ſprinkling, that 
* ſpeaketh better things than that of 
Abel. See that ye refuſe not him that 
ſpeaketh: for if they eſcaped not, who 
refuſed him that ſpake on earth, much 
more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn 


away from him that ſpeaketh from hea- 


ven: Whoſe voice then ſhook the earth: 
but now he hath promiſed, ſaying, 
Let once more I ſhake not the earth 


only, but alſo heaven. And this word, 


Yet once more, ſignifieth the removing 
of thoſe things that are ſhaken, as of 


„things 
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things that are made, that thoſe things 
which cannot be ſhaken may remain. 
Wherefore, we receiving a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, let us have 
grace, whereby we may ſerve God ac- 
ceptably, with reverence and godly 
fear. For our God 1s a conſuming 
fire . 5 


* Heb. xii. 18, &c. 
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LECTURE XVIII. 


JOSHUA I. 17. 


ACCORDING AS WE HEARKENED UNTO MOSES IW 
ALL THINGS, so WILL WE HEARKEN UNTO 
THEE: ONLY THE LORD THY GOD BE WITH 
THEE, AS HE WAS WITH MOSES. DR 


enn 1. 17. - 


FOR THE LAW WAS GIVEN BY MOSES, BUT GRACE | 
AND TRUTH CAME BY JESUS CHRIST. 


N forming eſtimates of greatneſs, it is 
1 natural for men to conſult their ſenſes, 
not their reaſon, With the idea of royal 
Majeſty, we connect thoſe of a chair of 
ſtate, a numerous and ſplendid retinue, 
an ermine robe, a ſceptre and a crown. 
But wiſdom and goodnels are the qualities 
„„ which 
1 
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which confer real dignity; and command 
juſt homage and reſpect. Our precon- 
ceptions of earthly magmificence much 
exceed the truth; and knowledge ſpeedily 
levels the fabrick, which imagination had 
raiſed. But the wonders of nature, the 
mighty works of God, grow upon us as 
we contemplate them. No intimacy of 
acquaintance reduces their magnitude, or 
tarniſhes their luſtre. And if the very 
frame of nature, the vaſtneſs, the variety, 
the harmony and the ſplendour of the vi- 
ſible creation be calculated to fill us with 
aſtoniſhment and delight; how muſt the 
plan of Providence, the work of redemp- 
tion, the great myſtery of godlineſs, ex- 
cel in glory! 


Ix the diſcoveries which it has pleaſed 
God, at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, to make of himſelf to mankind, he 
has, at one time, addreſled himſelf direct- 
ly to the underſtanding; at another, 
made his way to the heart and conſcience, . 
through the channel of ſenſe. The Law 
was given in every circumſtance of exter- 
| nal 
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nal pomp; it was accompanied with 
every thing that could dazzle the eye, fill 


the ear, and rouſe the imagination. The 


kingdom of God, in the goſpel of his 
« Son, came not with obſervation.” The 
great Author of the diſpenſation of grace, 
according as it was predicted concerning 
him, „did not ſtrive, nor cry, nor cauſe 
&« his voice to be heard in the ſtreets.“ 
He had, in the eyes of an undiſcerning 
world, „no form nor comelineſs, no 


* beauty why he ſhould be deſired.” 
And therefore, © he was deſpiſed and 


« rejected of men.” But we are taught 
to think very differently of his ſecond ap- 


pearance. He ſhall come in the clouds 
« of heaven, with power and great 
« glory:” In his Father's glory, and all 


e his holy angels: With the voice of 
* the Archangel, and the trump of 
« God.” 


Tux manner of delivering the Law, 
correſponded with its nature. It was 


clothed with thunder. It was ſurrounded 


with the blackneſs of darkneſs. It emitted 


Vor, III, H h flaming 
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flaming fire. It denounced death. The 
ſpirit of the goſpel, in like manner, 
breathed in the mode of its publication. 

The doctrine of peace and reconciliation 
was delivered to men, in the tendereſt ac- 
cents of human frendſhip. And temporal 
mercies and deliverances, prepared the 
way for “ ſpiritual and heavenly bleſſings 
« 1m Chriſt Jeſus.” 


Wr are now to bring theſe two diſ- 
penſations together, and to compare the 
one with the other; in order that we may 
diſcover and admire that uniformity of 
deſign, which they jointly aim at promot- 
ing, the mutual luſtre which they ſhed 
upon, and the mutual aid which "oy 
lend to, each other, 


By *« the Law,” we underſtand the 
whole of that ſcheme of the divine Provi- 
dence, which related to the poſterity of 
Abraham ; the promiſes which were made 

to them, the ordinances preſcribed, the 
character which they bare, the events 
which befel them; from the day in which 

that 
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that Patriarch left his kindred and coun- 
try, till the day, when the whole was 
ſwallowed up and loſt in the perſon, doc- 
trines, ordinances, life, ſufferings and 
death of Him, who was held up from the 
beginning, as the great, leading, com- 
manding object in the eternal eye; the ac- 
compliſhment of the promiſes, the ſub- 

Nance of the types and ſhadows, the end 
of the Law, for righteouſneſs, to every | 

* one that believeth,” _ | 


Moss and Chriſt frequently ſpeak of 
their mutual relation and reſemblance. 
« Iwillraiſe them up,” ſays God by Mo- 
ſes, a prophet from among their bre- 

„ thren, like unto thee, and will put my 

* words in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak 
e unto them all that I ſhall command 

% him. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 
« whoſoever will not hearken unto my 
words, which he ſhall ſpeak in my 
„ name, I will require it of him *.“ 
« Search the ſcriptures,” ſays Chriſt,“ for 

* in them ye think ye have eternal life: 

| Hh 2 « and 


* Deut. xviil. 18, 19. 
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« and they are they which teſtify of me. 
* For, had ye believed Moſes, ye would 
„ have believed me; for he wrote of me. 
% But if ye believe not his writings, how 
« ſhall ye believe my words *?“ 


* 


Tur perſons, characters, and offices of 
the two legiſlators, therefore, naturally 
fall to be firſt conſidered, in tracing the 
reſemblance of the two covenants which 

were eſtabliſhed with mankind, through 
their mediation. 


"Gr the tink of Mole, and Gilvation 


| 
| 


= to Iſrael by him, there ſeems to have been 1 
a general expectation, in his own nation, I 
| and an apprehenſion of ſuch an event, as 4 
, general, in the minds of the Egyptians, c 
li Hence the bloody decree of Pharaoh, to A 
9 deſtroy from the womb all the male chil- t 
d dren of the Hebrews; and hence, on the 905 
f other hand, that eagerneſs to ſave a child, e 
f who, from the moment of its birth, ex- p 
| hibited unequivocal ſigns of his future g 
x greatneſs and uſefulneſs. —When Chriſt <«c 
came | 64 


John v. 39, &c. 
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came into the world, multitudes were it 
looking for the Conſolation of Iſrael.” [|| 
The prophecies concerning, the promiſes 
of the Meſſiah, were evidently haſtening 
to fulfil themſelves. The Jews expected 1 
their king: Herod dreaded a rival. The 1 

| perſon of the promiſed Saviour was 
pointed out, by ſigns in heaven, and ſigns 
on earth, which it was impoſſible to miſ- 
underſtand. An extraordinary ſtar, de- 


ſcribes an unknown path through the air, 1 
to the place of his birth. A multitude of N 
the heavenly hoſt proclaim the joyful 
event to the ſhepherds. It was revealed ö 
unto Simeon, by the Holy Ghoſt, That 
* he ſhould not ſee death, before he had © [ 


1 ſeen the Lord's Chriſt*.” Conducted. 
of the Spirit, he came into the temple at 
the moment when Chriſt was preſented 
there, according to the Law. He recog- 


3} 
nizes the promiſed of the Lord; and 2 | 
cloſes his eyes in peace. Anna the pro- I! 
pheteſs, inſtructed by the ſame ſpirit, | 
gives a ſimilar teſtimony, and ſpeaks of  _ |}; 
« the holy child, to all them that looked | 
for redemption in Jeruſalem f.“ | 

VVV | 
pe n. 20. + Luke u. 28. | if 


47 


Tux circumſtances of extreme danger, 
which attended the birth of Moſes and of 
Chriſt, and the wonderful means of their 
preſervation and deliverance, conſtitute 
a ſtriking mark of reſemblance between 
them. Behold the long-looked-for deli- 
verer of the Jewiſh church and nation, 
ready to periſh by the hand of Pharaoh; 
and the great king and head of the Chriſ- 
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tian world, threatened by the murdering 


dagger of the Tetrarch of Galilee; while 
the earth was watered with the blood of 
their infant brethren, Moſes is ſaved 
from deſtruction, by the daughter of the 
tyrant who ſought his life; He finds an 
aſylum and a ſchool, in the houſe which 
he was deſtined to plague and to humble. 
And Jeſus of Nazareth finds ſhelter in 
Egypt from the fury and Jealouſy of 
| Herod, 


Tax perſonal beauty and accompliſh- 
ments of the Ifracltiſh Law-giver, were 
probably intended to typify, in an infe- 
riour degree, the perſonal glory and ex- 
cellency of Him, concerning whom the 
Prophet 
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prophet thus writes, Thou art fairer 
„ than the children of men; grace is 
« poured into thy lips: therefore God 
e hath bleſſed thee for ever *. 


"Tan wretched Rate of Iſrael, ha 


Moſes was born; and of the world, 
when Chriſt came to fave it, are a melan- 


choly and affecting counterpart to each 
other. The former ſubjected to the ar- 


bitrary authority of a ſanguinary tyrant; 
the latter, in dreadful captivity to the 
prince of the power of the air, that mur- 


«« derer from the beginning: e that ſpi- 


c rit, which ruleth 1 in the children of 
«© diſobedience.” 


Ture1r mental qualities, preſent a love- 


ly and an inſtructive ſimilitude. Now 
e. the man Moſes was very meek, above 


« all the men which were upon the face 
« of the earth +.” Take my yoke upon 


you, and learn of me, for I am meek 
* and lowly 1 in heart, and ye ſhall find - 


Hh 4 6 * reſt. 
* Pſalm xly. 2. + Numb. xii, 3. 
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« reſt unto your ſouls*.” Compaſſion 
for his afflicted brethren, early diſcovered 
the temper, and marked the character of 
Moſes, the man of God. Sympathy with 
the miſerable, and that ſympathy effecting 
ſeaſonable relief for them, marked the 
paths of the Son of God, through a world 
of wretchedneſs. * I have compaſſion 
« on the multitude, becauſe they con- 
e tinue now with me three days, and 
« have nothing to eat: and I will not 
„ ſend them away faſting, leſt they faint 
« by the way k.“ When he ſaw the 
„ multitudes, he was moved with com- 
« paſſion on them, becauſe they fainted, 
« and were ſcattered abroad as ſheep hav- 
„ ing no ſhepherd .“ Over the grave 
of Lazarus, Jeſus wept.” *© When 
„he was come near, he beheld the city, 
% and wept over it, ſaying, if thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace! but now they are hid from thine 
«c eyes 3 | 5 5 ag 


3 Pe, Tas 
* Matt. xi. 29. + XV, 32. 1 ix. 36. 
$ Luke xix. 41, 42. 
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Tux offices which Moſes and Chriſt 
were called of Providence to execute, 


preſent us with points of likeneſs which 


it is impoſſible not to ſee, and equally 


impoſſible to miſtaxe. And there aroſe 


not a prophet ſince in Iſrael like unto 
«© Moſes, whom the Lord knew face to 


e face: in all the ſigns and wonders 
« which the Lord ſent him to do in the 


* land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all 


“ his ſervants, and to all his land: 
« and in all that mighty hand, and 
« in all that great terrour which Moſes 


« ſhewed in the ſight of all Iſrael *.“ 
„No man hath ſeen God at any time; 


the only begotten Son, which is in the 
% boſom of the Father, he hath declared 


„ him.“ Moſes was King in Jeſhu- 


run, and conducted the thouſands of Iſ- 


rael through many difficulties and dan- 
gers to their deſtined habitation: Jeſus, 


God's * anointed King over his holy hill 


IE of Zion, brings his many 55 ſpiri- 
cual « ſons unto glory.” 


To conſtitute one deliverer for Iſrael, 
Moſes 


12 Deut. xxxiv. 10, &c. | + John 1. 18. 
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Moſes and Aaron muſt unite their ta- 
Tents, muſt combine their force, muſt 
conjoin their offices: the prophet muſt 
co-operate with the prieſt; two diſ- 
| tinct perſons carry on one deſign ; but, 
in the Saviour of the world, all ta- 
lents, all virtues, all offices meet and 
centre: the prophetic inſpiration of Mo- 
ſes, Aaron's pleaſantneſs and grace of 
fpecch ;—the regal dignity of the one, the 
ſacerdotal purity of the other. In order 
to put Iſrael in poſſeſſion of the promiſed 
land, Joſhua muſt ſucceed to Moſes, and 
happily finiſh what his maſter has ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully begun. But the great Captain 
of Salvation needs no coadjutor, can have 
no ſucceſſor : © He gives grace and glory; 
He leads his redeemed through the wilder- 
neſs, introduces them into Canaan, main- 
tains them in quiet and everlaſting poſ- 
ſeſſion. 


OTHER lines of reſemblance will ap- 
pear, as we proſecute the hiſtory, and 
ſhall not therefore be anticipated. But 
we muſt not diſmiſs the ſubject, without 
pointing out wherein the likeneſs fails, 

25 and 
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and how much the type falls ſhort of the 
object which it repreſents. 


Tun wonders performed by Moſes in 


Egypt, were wrought by a power dele- 
gared to, and conferred upon him, for the 


' purpoſe. The miracles. of Chriſt were 
produced by a power original and in- 
herent. Moſes, though the meekeſt of 
all men, was betrayed into raſhneſs, loſt 
temper, and * ſpake unadviſedly with 
“ his lips.” But, in Jeſus, behold a 


ſpirit which was never ruffled, a tongue 
in which guile was never found; lips 
that never offended; a mind which no 


inſult could diſturb, no unkindneſs pro- 


voke; nor even the horrid pangs of an 


unmerited death rouſe to reſentment. 


a7 Holy brethren, partakers of the hea- 


6 


N 


venly calling, conſider the Apoſtle and 


High Prieſt of our profeſſion, Chriſt 
„ Jeſus; who was faithful to him that 
5 appointed him, as alſo Moſes was faith- 
ful in all his houſe, For this man 


* 


0 


* was counted worthy of more glory 
6 than Moſes, maſmuch as he who hath 


9 builded 
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« builded the houſe hath more honour 
„ than the houſe. For every houſe is 
builded by ſome man; but he that 
built all things is God. And Moſes 
ce verily was faithful in all his houſe as a 
« ſervant, for a teſtimony of thoſe things 
« which were to be ſpoken after; but 
« Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe; 
«© whoſe houſe are we, if we hold faſt the 
* confidence, and the rejoicing of hope 
* firm unto the end *.“ 5 


* 


N 


N 


Fc 


A 


Moss died and was buried; Jeſus 
« died and was buried, and roſe again.” 
Moſes received the Law; Chriſt gave it. 
Moſes and Elias attend the Saviour on 
mount Tabor, as his miniſtering ſer- 
vants; Jeſus receives their attendance 
and homage, as their Lord. | 


HavinG ſpoken of the reſemblance be- 
tween the Authors of the two diſpenſa- 
tions, we proceed, as was propoſed, to 
ſpeak in the ſame view, of the two diſpen- 
ſations themſelves. 


| AND 
* Heb, ni. I, &c. 
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Ax firſt, They reſt on one and the 

ſame authority; are dictated by the ſame 
unerring wiſdom; and are directed to the 
ſame great and glorious end. Indeed, one 
of the great proofs that both are of God, 
is the conformity of both to the nature 
and condition of man. The precepts of 
the Law are not novel conſtitutions, 
which had' no exiſtence till the days of 


Moſes; neither are the conſolations of 


the Goſpel, new diſcoveries of grace, un- 


heard of till the four thouſandth year of 


the world. Sinai thundered and lightened 
in Adam's conſcience the moment he taſt- 


ed the forbidden tree; and drove him to 
ſeek refuge © from the preſence of the 


« Lord God, amidſt the trees of the gar- 


« den.” The terrours of the Law raged 


in Cain's guilty breaſt, long before there 
was any record written on braſs or ſtone. 


And the promiſes of pardon and ſalvation 


are coeval with the conviction of the firſt 
oftender, and the denunciation of his pu- 


niſhment. The tongue which pronounced 
on man the doom of death, proclaims the 


glad tidings of life and recovery. 
1 xxow 
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I xnow that the Law is of God, for I 
have that within me which acknowledges 
and approves its rectitude and excellency; 
and, even when it condemns me, I am 
conſtrained to call it © holy, juſt, and 
« good.“ I know that the Goſpel is of 
God, for I feel that within me which wel- 
comes its approach, diſcerns its ſuitable- 
neſs, rejoices in its fulneſs, reſts upon its 
truth. It is of God, for it deſcends to the 
level of my ge and miſery, correſponds 
with my hopes, ſuits my neceſſities. 


Ov bleſſed Lord took an early oppor- 
tunity of explaining himſelf on this ſub- 
Jet. An abſurd idea prevailed, that the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah, was to be a total 
ſubverſion of the Moſaic diſpenſation. 
An abſurdity, into which ſome chriſtians 
have inadvertently given, for want of 
making a plain and neceſſary diſtinction, 
between thoſe particulars of the law, 
which are in their own nature eternal and 
unchangeable, like the nature of that 
God, who is its Author: and thoſe, which 
being typical and prophetical, ceaſed of 
courſe 
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courſe when the predicted event arrived, — 
and the type, having fulfilled its deſign, "1 
was loſt in the thing typified: and thoſe, 
which being temporary and tranſitory, 
ceaſed with the occaſion of them. Of the 
firſt ſort, are the precepts of the deca- 1 
logue, or the ten commandments: which, 
under every conſtitution that affects fuch ol 
a being as man, muſt be immutable and 1} 
everlaſting. Of them it 1s, that Chriſt 
ſaid, Think not that I am come to de- 
4 ſtroy the law or the prophets: I am 
not come to deſtroy, but to fulfill. 
For verily I ſay unto you, Till heaven 
„ and earth paſs, one jot or one tittle 
«© ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till 
e all be fulfilled*.” Of the ſecond claſs, 
are the laws of the daily ſacrifice, the great 
annual feaſts, the levitical prieſthood, 14 
and the like. They pointed out Chriſt the 
Lord, they led to him, they were loſt in 
him. And in the third rank, we place the 
law of circumciſion, the political œcono- 
my of the jewiſh nation, all that related to [ 
the poſſeſſion of Canaan; and which 
— cCeaſed 


* 


Mat. v. 17, 18. 
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ceaſed of courſe, with the diſſolution of 


their government, and the loſs of their 


national importance. Theſe obſervations, 
being attended to, and kept in mind, will 


prevent the confuſion ariſing from the 


ambiguous acceptation of the word 
« law, 


as expreſſing the Old en 
diſpenſation. 


Tur law, then, and the goſpel, the 
two tables of ſtone delivered to Moſes, 


and the © grace and truth which came 


“ by Jeſus Chriſt,” coincide, ſecondly, in 


this, That they both point out with equal 


clearneſs and force, the neceſſity of a Sa- 
viour. Every word pronounced by the 
voice of God from Sinai, is, in truth, a 


ſentence of condemnation. While it en- 
joins future obedience, it fixes paſt guilt, 
While it ſays, thou ſhalt not make 


«« unto thee any graven image, or the like- 
„ neſs of any thing that is in heaven 


„above, or in the earth beneath,” it ac- 


cuſes of idolatry. While it recommends 
the obleryance of the ſabbath, it charges 
home 
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home the violation of it; and fo of the 
reſt of the precepts of the decalogue. 


Tu law, therefore, carried the goſpel 


in its boſom, as the new-changed moon 


exhibits a great body of obſcurity, em- 


braced by a ſmall ſemicircle of light; but 


which is to be irradiated by degrees, till 


the whole becomes, one great globe of 


light and glory; and Moles performs the 


part of © a ſchoolmaſter to bring us to 
68 Chriſt. 5 


To hear of a conſtitution by which I 
might have lived, after my life is forfeited, 
is only to embitter my miſery. It is like 


hearing of a cordial, after a man has 


{wallowed poiſon. Now, it could never 
be the deſign of the gracious Law-giver 
to inſult human miſery, by holding out a 


ſyſtem which could avail the guilty no- 
thing. While, then, the divine juſtice 
lays down the law in all its ſtrictneſs, 


purity and extent, ſaying I am the 


Lord who will by no means clear the 
** guilty;” © Curſed is every one who 
Yor. UH, 3 con- 
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„ continueth not in all things which are 
„ written in the book of the law to do 
te them; * the goodneſs which conde- 
ſcends to give a law at all, the wiſdom 
which explains it, the patience that for- 
bears to puniſh its tranſgreſſion, all plain- 
ly and diſtinctly proclaim the neceſlity, 
and the exiſtence, of an atonement, and 
lead to the bringing in of a better 
66 hope. 


'TarrDLY, The ſpirit of both diſpen- 
ſations is a ſpirit of love. God enforces 
upon Iſrael, obedience to the law from 
Sinai, by the conſideration of his being 
the Lord, which brought them up out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe 
of bondage :” who has borne them 
on eagles wings, and brought them to 
** himſelf.” And, « love” on the part of 
man, is the fulfilling of the law.” 

Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, 

„ with all thy heart, and with all thy 
„ ſoul, and with all thy mind. This is 
** the firſt and great commandment. And 


1 3 the 
N Gal. &: 10 


LECT, XVIII.] HISTORY or MOSES. 


cc 


(6 C 


* love thy neighbour as thyſelf. On 
theſe two commandments hang all the 


law and the prophets *. The goſpel, 


in like manner, has its ſource in love, the 
love of God; and its great aim and end, 


18 
«cf 
cc 
66 
cc 
5 


cc 


ce 


«c 


66 
(c 
66 
c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
60 


1 


to produce love to God. God fo 
loved the world, that he gave his only 


begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 


in him, ſhould not periſh, but have 


everlaſting life +.” © And we love 
him becauſe he firſt loved us. The 
love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe 


we thus judge, that if one died for all, 


then were all dead: and that he died 


for all, that they which live, ſhould 


not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto him which died for them, 


and roſe again . And, by this 


ſhall all men know that ye are my 
diſciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other 9. * He that ſays he loves 
God, and hateth his brother, is a liar. 


For he that loveth not his brother 


I 2 « whom 


Matt. xxii. &c. 4 John iii. 16. 
1 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. $ John xiii. 35, 


483 
& the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt ' 


= —— — — — ——T— — 


454 HISTORY OF MOSES, [1567 XVII. 


« whom he -hath ſeen, how can he love 
« God whom he hath not ſeen *?” And, 
when both ſhall have produced their full 
effect, cc perfect love ſhall caſt out fear, 

the voice of God ſhall be unaccompanied 
with thunder and lightning, cloud and 
tempeſt. The ſtorm is in the mind of 
the guilty creature. The wrath of fire, 
is not in God, but in fallen man; in 
«© the carnal mind, which 18 enmity 
e againſt God; for it is not ſubject to 
„the law of God, neither indeed can 
0 be T.“ 3 When that is extinguiſhed, 

all is at peace. | The aim and labour of 
the goſpel is not to reconcile God to 
man; but to reconcile men to God: 
for * God is love; and he that dwel- 


cc leth in love, dwelleth | in God, and 
«6 God in aaa of on 


FovnTuLy, Both the legal and evan- 

gelical diſpenſations equally diſcover to us 

our diftance from God. The one, by 

enumerating and declaring o our offences 

, the 

F 1 John! IV. 20. Ly Rom, vii. 25 5 
1 2 A iv. 16. 
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the other, by enumerating and declaring 
the tender mercies of our God. The law 
treats us as alienated friends, whom it is 
needful to convince, to reprove and 
humble. The goſpel conſiders us as | 
friends reſtored, no ** longer ſtrangers 3 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens of the 
« ſaints, and of the houſhold of God:“ | 
* Once darkneſs, but now light in the 
Lord: once afar off, but made nigh 
«© by the blood of Chriſt.” The law 
ſhews us how far we have deviated from 
the path of duty and happineſs; the 
goſpel conducts us back through our 
wanderings, unravels the intricacies and 
errours of our dark ſteps, and replaces us 
in our father's houſe. Moſes informs us 
that we are wrong, “ like ſheep going 
LF aſtray ;” Jeſus js © the way, the truth, 
« and the life,” and. takes us under the 
care of the ſhepherd and biſhop of 
„ ſouls.” Moſes points out, the dread- 
: ful depth into which we have fallen; the | 
dreadful diſtance from heaven to hell ; . | 
Chriſt reveals the glorious heighth to 
which we are raiſed ; the glorious diſtance 
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from hell to heaven. Moſes tells me 
what I ought to be and to do; Chriſt 
makes me ſuch as he would have me to be. 


(c 
60 
c e 
40 
0 
( 
cc 
ce 
C6 
«c 
PP 
cc 
46 
ce 
c 
ce 
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And you hath he quickened who were 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, wherein 
in time paſt ye walked, according to 


the courſe of this world, according to 


the prince of the power of the air, the 
ſpirit that now worketh in the children 
of diſobedience: among whom alſo we 
all had our converſation in times paſt, 


„in the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the 
deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind; 
and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others. But God, who 
is rich in mercy, for his great love 


wherewith he loved us, even when we 


were dead in ſins, hath quickened us 


together with Chriſt, (by grace ye are 


ſaved) And hath raiſed us up together, 


and made us ſit . in heavenly 
Places! in Chriſt Jes . 5 


Bur, the Law was delivered to the 
world, in a very different manner from 


the 


* Epi. it, 1, &c. 
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the publication of the goſpel;—in fire 
that burned, in tempeſt that roared, 
in a cloud that darkened, in words that 
threatened. It awed men into diſ- 
tance; it inſpired terrour. But the Goſ- 


pel comes in light that conſumes not, 


in glory that dazzles not, in language 
that threatens not. The Law fays, 


« Take heed to yourſelves, that ye go 
« not up into the mount, or touch the 


© border of it: whoſoever toucheth the 
«© mount ſhall furely be put to death. 


5 


* 


GB - 


he ſhall ſurely be ſtoned, or ſhot 


« through; whether it be beaſt or man, 
it ſhall not live; when the trumpet 


6 


„ 


ſoundeth long, they ſhall come up to 
the mount. And the Lord ſaid unto 
© Moſes, Go down, charge the people, 


Aa 


e leſt they break through unto the Lord 
to gaze, and many of them perifh x.“ 
The Goſpel ſays, © Look unto me, and 


*© be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth.“ 
* Come unto me, all ye that labour, and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
* reſt,” * He that cometh to me, I 


114 © will 


* Exod, xix. 12, bc. + Matt: xi, 28, 
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will in no wiſe caſt out*.” But, to 


the impenitent and unbelieving, the Goſ- 
pel ſpeaks the ſame terrour which the 
Law did from Sinai; nay, it wears a ſtill 
more frowning aſpect. * Indignation 


cc 
«Cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
T 
cc 
(c 
| cc 
cc 
64 
cc 
T 
cc 


1 „ 


and wrath; tribulation and anguiſh 
upon every ſoul of man that doeth evil, 


of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gen- 


tile T.“ „How ſhall we eſcape if we 
neglect ſo great ſalvation; which at 
the firſt began to be ſpoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard him.“ He that 


deſpiſed Moſes' law, died without 


mercy, under two or three witneſles : 
of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſup- 


poſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son 


of God, and hath counted the blood of 


the covenant, wherewith he was ſ{anc- 


tified, an unholy thing, and hath done 


_ deſpite to the Spirit of grace d.“ And, 


on the other hand, to them that believe, 
the Law ſpeaks in the mildeſt, gentleſt 


language 
* John vi. 37. e Neem, $5955 
1 Heb. fi. 3. , d . 8, 2 
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language of the Goſpel; for there “ is 
c therefore now no condemnation - to 
« them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
re walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
« Spirit *,” And the Lord paſſed by 
before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, 
„ the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
5 long-ſuffering, and abundant in good- 
© neſs and truth, keeping mercy for 
« thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and 
« tranſgrefſion, and fin.” © And 
* ſhewing mercy unto thouſands of them 

« that love me, and keep my command- 
« ments.“ I know not whether the 
whole bible contains an expreſſion of 
goodneſs more ſingular and ſtriking than 
theſe words which ws from the moun- 

tain that burned with fire. Our fears are 
alarmed at the mention of the great and 
dreadful name—* the Lord God, a jea- 
„ lous God, viſiting the iniquity of the 
« fathers upon the children.” But juſ- 
tice has its limits. It may be ſtretched. 
out to the third or fourth generation of 
offenders, 


Rom. vill. I. + Ex. XxXiv. 6, 7. 
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offenders. Yet the Lord will not ſtrive 
« continually, neither will he keep his 
© anger for ever.” But grace knows no 
bounds. When mercy is to be extended, 
it looks forward and forward, from a 
third and a fourth, to thouſands of gene- 
rations of them that love God. In what 
promiſe of the New Teſtament is the love 


of God preached more ſweetly, than 1 n 


this precept of the Old? 


Born kipenſations, ther, have their 


mildneſs, and both their terrour. Their 
mildneſs from the grace of the Creator; 


their terrour from the guilt of the crea- 


ture. And if the proclamation of the 


Law, were thus dreadful; if the alarm of 
judgment to come, ſhake the foundation 
of the everlaſting hills; if Sinai tremble, 
and the rocks melt before the Lord, com- 


ing as 4 Protector and a Friend What 

muſt the ſeſſions be; the great day of 
doom, the awful hour of execution, when 
the judge ſhall come, “in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know 


not God, and that oy not the goſpel 
« of 


7+ 5; oP 


jeſty in the heavens; a miniſter of 
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of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt x. When 


the heavens, being on fire, ſhall be dif- 


folved, and the elements ſhall melt 
with fervent heat Tf. Confider this 
ye that forget God, leſt He tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deli- 


«© Now, of the things which we have 
© fpoken; this is the ſum: We have 
ſuch an High Prieſt, who is ſet on the 


right-hand of the throne of the Ma- 


the ſanctuary, and of the true taber- 


* nacle; which the Lord hath pitched, 
* and not man. For every high prieſt 


is ordained to offer gifts and facri- 
tices: wherefore it is of neceſſity that 


this Man have ſomewhat to offer. 


ce 


But now hath he obtained a more 


excellent miniſtry, by how much al- 


ſo he is the Mediator of a better 


covenant, which was eſtabliſhed upon 
better promiſes. For this is the co- 


« venant 


2 Theſf. j. 3. f 2 Pet. 1. 22, 
FBF 
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venant that I will make with the 
houſe of Iſrael after thoſe days, ſaith 
the Lord; I will put my laws in their 
minds, and write them in their hearts; 
I will be to them a God, and they {hall 
be to me a people. For I will be mer- 


ciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their 


ſins and their iniquities I will remem- 


ber no more. In that he ſaith, A new 


covenant, he hath made the firſt old. 
Now that which decayeth and waxeth 
old, 1s ready to vaniſh away *.”—And 


all “ this is of God, who hath made us 


4e 
cc 
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46 
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able miniſters of the New Teſtament, 
not of the letter, but of the ſpirit : for 


the letter killeth, but the ſpirit giveth 


life. But if the miniſtration of death, 
written and engraven in ſtones, was 
glorious, ſo that the children of Iſrael 


could not ſtedfaſtly behold the face of 
Moſes, for the glory of his counte- 
nance, which glory was to be done 
away; how, ſhall not the miniſtra- 


tion of the Spirit be rather glorious ? 


| F or if the miniſtration of condemna- 


5 | FT. tion 
* Heb. vil, 1, &c4 
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« tion be glory, much more doth the 
«© miniſtration of righteouſneſs exceed 
in glory. For even that which was 
* made glorious, had no glory in this re- 
ce ſpect, by reaſon of the glory that ex- 
« celleth. For if that which is done 
© away was glorious, much more that 
«© which remaineth is glorious *.“ 


Wr are aſſembled this night, my bre- 
thren, the ſubjects of the Law; the ſtu- 
dents of the Goſpel ; the expectants of 
Chriſt's ſecond appearance. See then, 
« that ye reſiſt not him that ſpeaketh 
„ from heaven.” Ye are happily ſet free 
from the law of ceremonies; happily _ 
ſubjected to the law of morality and 
« not without law unto Chriſt.” Stand 
* faſt therefore in that liberty, where- 
with Chriſt hath made you free.” En- 
Joy, and improve what you have; affect 
not more than a wiſe Providence permits. 
Look forward to that day, when you ſhall 
Join an innumerable company of angels, 
yourſelves like the angels of God in hea- 


ven; 
2 Cor. iii. 6, &c. 
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ven; when you ſhall aſſociate with the 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, your- 
ſelves perfect as they are; when you ſhall 
add your voices to the celeſtial choir, in 


linging „the ſong of Moſes and the 


, 


« Lamb;” when you ſhall ſee the face 


of God without dying; and hear his 


voice without quaking for fear. Now, 
« unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 
«© from our ſins in his own blood, and 


«+ hath made us kings and prieſts unto 
God and his Father; to him be glory 


« and dominion for ever and ever, 


66 Amen.“ 


END OF VOLUME THIRD. 
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